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PM•s VISIT - DISCUSSIONS 't,IITH CHOU EN-LAI 

KUALA LUMPuR·s OPl92. 

IN DISCUSSIONS WITH PRIME MINISTER, CHOU EN-L I SPOKE AT S~E 
LENGTH ON THE PROBLEM OF OVER SE AS CHINESE AND HIS DISCUSS I ON OF 
SOUTH EAST ASIAN MATTERS WAS MORE POSITIVE THAN I IMPLIED IN 
CANBERRA•s 144.3 TO PEKING C3890 TO KUALA Llt1PUR>. IT WA=, IN FACT, 
THE MOST POS ITIVE CHINESE TREATMENT OF SOUTH EAST ASIA OF WHICP 
WE ARE AWARE SINCE MID-1950 'S. BEFORE THE PM ' S VtSIT WE HAD T HE 
a.EAR IMPRESSION THAT CHINA WAS CONTENT TO LET IT . POLICIE S ST AND , 
UNELABORATEO AND UNMOD IF'IED, LINT IL SOlJTH EAST AS! NS CN'!E ROUND T 0 
ACCEPT ING THAT THEY WERE "CORRECT •' • OUR ING THE VISIT CHOU 
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DISPLAYED A WILLINGNESS TO CONSIDER, AND MEET, SOflH EAST ASIAN 
<BJECT IONS, BOTH IN THE GENERAL TENOR OF' HIS FESP NSES AND Otj..._ 1 

SPECIFIC POINTS OF' OVER SE AS CH !NE SE AND DUAL NAT I NAL !TY, HIS ~ 
REFERENCE TO CHINA ' S HOPE TH}T SINGAPORE COULD BE t T~E FIRST RATHER .-:::.;.· 
THAN THE LAST COUNTRY TO ESTABLISH RELATIONS WITH ·CHINA RE'tLECTS ~ 
A NEW DEPARTURE. ON TALKS WITH MALAYSIA HE SAID , HU~A HOPED T 0 r::::: 
ACHIEVE A "BREAKTHROUGH", WE BELIEVE THE PRIME MINISTER ' S 1j::::-
ARGlt1ENTS HELPED TO CONVINCE CHOU THAT SOUTH EAST ASIA IS IMPORTANT, -;;r.. ~ 
THAT BILATERAL RELATIONS WITH ASEAN STATES ARE DEfIRABLE, AND THAT . _:;.;-
TO ACHIEVE A BREAKTHROUGH CHINA WILL HAVE TO BE· M RE ACCOMM ODATINGo lY 

I ~ 

c. 
2. IT IS NOT SURPRI SING THAT CHOU SHOULD HAVE RE TERATED CHINA " S __ 
SUPP~T F'OR REVOLUTION AND IT woi.n.o BE MISTAKEN F' us T O sur.GEST -
TO ASEAN STATES THAT CHINA WILL ABANDON THIS GENE AL STANCE, EVE N ~:~ 1 

AF'TER RELATIONS HAVE BEEN ESTABLISHED. 1THE cnNTE T tN WHICH HE ::: 
PLACED THIS REMAR K, HOWEVER, WAS IN ITSE.LF' SI GNIF' CANT. HE RELATED ::. 
TH IS STANCE TO HIS RE SPONSE TO fHE PRIME MIN I STER THAT CH INA REM A I NED= 
~POSED TO UNITED STAT~S IJ'llPERIAL IS'I AND JAPANESE MILITARISM , BOTH =· 
MATTERS ON WHICH THERE HAS BEEN VERY CONSIDER ABLE PRACTI CAL 
ACCOMMODATION F'ROM THE CHINESE SIDE. IT IS NOT T AT CHOU WAS HINT ING 
AT CONCESSIONS, BUT HIS COMMENTS AT NO STAGE EXCL OED T HE POSSIB-
ILITY. THE QUESTION OF' BROADCASTS- BY STATION S PU PORTIN G T O BE THE 
VOICE OF' REVOLUTIONARY MOVEMENTS IN SOtJfH EAST AS A REMAIN S AN 
ISSUE AND ONE WlUCH SHOULD BE PRESSED . IN DISCUS ION WITH RENOUF', ' 
LING PING CD !RECTOR, AMERICAS AND OCEANIA DEPARTM NT, Mf'A) WHEN 
PRESSED CLAIMED TH AT THESE ST AT IONS WERE NOT I N C INA. (WE SHOULD 
APPRECIATE ANY INFORMATION ON THEIR CURRENT L OC AT 'o.ro>. 
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3. IN DIS CUSSIONS WITH RENOUF AND GRANT MFA OFF! ~~LS CARRI ED 
THROUGH 1STRONGLY THE LINE ESTABLISHED BY CHOU DUR~NG THE PM 0 S 
VISIT . LING PING AND HIS DEPUTY WU FAN-WU BOTH SAlq SEPARATELY 
CHINA WISHES TO ADOPT A ' 0 POSITIVE ATTITUDE '' TOWARDS ESTABLISHING 
BILATERAL RELATIONS WITH ASEAN GOVERNMENTS AND AS~EQ FOR FUR THER 
THOUGHTS ON HOW THIS MIGHT BE "'DONE WELL •• . WU J NVITED GR ANT TO 

,. GO OVER WITH Hl(ll PROBLEMS FOR SOUTH EAST ASIANS 11\l ~PPR O A CH I NG 
CHINA , OTHER THAN OVERSEAS CHINESE . BOTH LIN AND IW SEEMED TO 
ACCEPT THAT AUSTRALIA ' S REPEATED PRESENTATION OF 0 TH EAST ASI AN 
OBJECTIONS TO THE BROADCASTS AND CHINA ~ S SUPPORT OR REVOLUT ION 
INDICATED THAT AUSTRALIA ALSO BELIEVES THESE CH AR E 1MUST BE 
TREATED SERIOUSLY. lN RESPONSE , WU FAN-WU SAID TAT AUSTR AL I A' S 
RELATIONS WITH CHINA WERE A "'GOOD EXAMPLE ' ' FOR THER ASIA N 
NATIONS . <THIS COMMENT HAS A WIDER · SIGNIFICANCE N THAT BY TAKI NG 
UP THE PRIME MINISTER ' S OWN FORMULATI ON THE CHINESE SEEM TO BE 
INDICATING C-ONCURRENCE . , AND THE WAY· IN WHl9H WU HXP~ESSE D HI MSELF' 
WAS NOT UNLIKE THE WA Y IN WHICH THE CHINESE TALK OF THE IMPORTA NCE 
OF BRITAIN AND TO SOME EXTENT FRANCE IN THEIR REL ~ TIONS WI TH 
EUROPE) . 

4 . IF IT HAS NOT ALREADY BEEN DONE , THE RELEVANT 
PAGES ONE AND TWO OF THE SUMMARY OF DISCUSSIONS C 
TO INTERESTED POSTS , TOGETHER WITH EXTRACTS FROM 
WHICH SHOULD NOW . HAVE BEEN RECEIVED IN CANBER RA. 

. . 
• 

5. IF WE ARE TO ACT AS ' 0 HONEST BROKERS ' 
0

, IT WO 
ABLE TO COMMUNICATE CHINESE VIEWS WITHOUT THE KIN 
WHICH CAN RESULT FROM TAKING THE MOST NEGATI VE OF 
CON HOSTILE BROADCASTING) OUT OF ITS CONTEXT OF S 
DISCUSS I ONS OF AT VERY LEAST THE PROBLEMS ASSOCI A 
OVERSEAS CHINESE IN SOUTH EAST ASIA , AN D TH~ QUES 
NAT I ONALITY . 
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