Digital Archive

. . - digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org
International History Declassified

W Wilson
Center

December 23, 1988

Diary of Teimuraz Stepanov-Mamaladze on a
meeting between Eduard Shevardnadze and North
Korean Foreign Minister Kim Yong-nam

Citation:

"Diary of Teimuraz Stepanov-Mamaladze on a meeting between Eduard Shevardnadze
and North Korean Foreign Minister Kim Yong-nam", December 23, 1988, Wilson Center
Digital Archive, Hoover Institute Archive, Teimuraz Stepanov-Mamaladze diary: Diary No.
8, p. 152. Translated by Sergey Radchenko.
https://wilson-center.drivingcreative.com/document/176346

Summary:

Kim reacts to news that the socialist countries will establish diplomatic relations with
South Korea.

Original Language:
Russian

Contents:

Translation - English


digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org

Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English

23 December '88

Didn't go in the morning to the talks with [North Korean Foreign Minister] Kim
Yong-nam, and lost out on much. The Korean stated that, according to Western
sources, there was a meeting in Moscow between the countries of the [socialist]
commonwealth, at which it was decided to establish diplomatic relations with South
Korea, and to let Hungary go first for a start. Kim Yong-nam said that this is nothing
but betrayal of the interests and ideals of socialism, crawling into the tiger's mouth,
capitulation before the power of the capital.

E[duard] A[mrosiyevich] [Shevardnadze] stiffened his mouth.

"These words of yours insult us. You either believe us or you don't. There was no
meeting. And, then, who gained from the absence of contacts with South Korea? It

itself lost nothing by it, but we can't say the same thing about ourselves. You say that
there is a crisis. But what, there is no crisis in the Soviet Union?!"
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