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The enclosures are the monthly reports of the Indian mission in Lhasa 
f'or the period ending May 15, 1950 and the period ending June 15, 1950. 
They were sent from the "Indian Trade Agent, Gyantse, and Of'f'icer in Charge, 
Indian Mission, Lhasa" to the Indian Political Officer in Gangtok, Sikkim. 
From there they were apparently sent to the Government of India., New Delhi, 
which, in turn, gave copies to the United Kingdom High Commissioner, Delhi. 
These particular copies were obtained trom. a representative of the United 
Ki.JWdom Deputy High Commissioner's office, Calcutta. This reprarentative 
requested that lmowledge of United States' possession ot these reports be 
carefhlly withheld trom the Indian Government, since such knowledge might 
interfere with British aectuisition ot such reports in the f\lture. 

While there is not very much new material contained in the enclosures, 
they will still serve, possibly, to fill some gaps in the knowledge of recent 
events in Lhasa. The reports cover Lhasa's reaction to British cancellation 
ot visas of the Tibetan Mission to Communist China, and cover reports regard
ing Chinese ~ concentrations near Tibetan borders, as received in Lhasa. 
There is also some news regardill8 a Tibetan regiment being trained at Lhasa, 
and the contacts of Harr HARRER (first name unknown), an Austrian, with the 
Dalai Lama. The attitude of Lhasa toward Gyalo DHONDUP (also written THONDUP) 
is given. There is a section covering Chinese Comnnuli;3ts who are reported 
to have carried a message to Lhasa trom the CPR. "Appeals" made to Tibet by 
the Peking broadcasting station are noted, al.9ng with incidental items on 
various travelers to Tibet. 

An interesting section on the De.lai Lama states that he continues an 
"unre~ting search tor knowledge•, and that his intelligence is well above 
the ordinary. He is also reported as poring over English papers and taldng 
to pieces and learning the mechanics or such things as cameras and electrical 
equipment. The report adds that he would like very much to go to a foreign 
school, but that hie contacts with lii"e abroad a.re likely to be considerably 
limited by the strict domination ot the Regent. 

Copys Amemba.ssy, New Delhi 

Enclosures: 
l/_ mission report 5/15/50. 
2/ Indian mission report 6/15/50. 

RHid.nn:wlb 

Charl~ H. Derry 
American Consul Gen~ 

STA~ DEPT. DECLASSIFICA1'10N REVIEW 
0 Retain ~ass·n Change/classify to_ 
!)? Declassify with concu of 

after ITCnCe -

EO 12958, 25X 
IPS/CR/IR by -;-g:s--. -.,.z;;-,.-n- Date: SJ!bR!t.l' 

AUG 24 1950 ACTION COPY-DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
~fa)t9 

The action office must return this permanent ~cord copy to DC/R files with an endorsement of action taken. 

OLI 
S/S 
G 
IURI 
I 

O> 
<O 

< 
c... 

Wilson Center Digital Archive Original Scan



DECLASSIF~w 
AuthorityNf¥005 

411. 

SIDREr 

Enclosure No. l to Despatch 85 from Amconsul, Calcutta, 8/22/50. 

(COPY) 

From: The Indian Trade Agent, GyaJil;se, and 
Officer in Charge, Indian Mission, Lhasa, 
P.O. GTantse, Tibet. 

To : The Political Officer in Sikld.m, Gangtok. 

Memorandum No. 3(7)-L/50. Dated Lm.sa, Tibet, the 15th May 1950. 

Monthly Report of the Indian Mission, Lhasa, for 
period ending 15th Mq 1950. . 

l. EUI@lAL RELATIONS • 

.l. Re1ations between Tibet and Indif.· 

The Government of' India have had to ca.noel visas for Hongkong issued 
at Calcutta to the Tibetan Mission to China. It has been ax:plained to the 
Tibetan Government that this is not due to 8Xf3' obstruction on their part; 
bat to the wishes of H.M.G. who require further information (tor which they 
have asked the Tibetan Government) before deciding the question. 

fhe Tilxrt,an Government Wet'e informed that sanction had not been given 
tor the sale in India of Chinese dollars intendoo to provide funds tor the 
Tibetan Government's proposed Missions to the U.K. and the U.S.A., which do 
not appear to be lik~ to proceed. This was necessary as the leaders ot 
those Jlissions, now in Gyantse, wanted to eend the dollars down to India in 
advance. The Tibetan Government have issued necessary orders to the leaders 
ot the Missions. 

B. Relations between Tibet and China. 

1. The Tibetan Government a.re firm in their intention to send their Mis
sion to China to Hongkong where they are to make contact with the Chinese 
Government. They have explained, in reply to an enquiry tram the U.K. High 
Commissioner, that the intention ot this mission is to try to secure !rom 
the Chinese Government recognition ot Tibet's independent status. '.?hey 
said that it the mission were sent tor to Peking they would report for 
further orders to the Tibetan Government. Visas for Hongkong are now awaited. 
Officials ot the Foreign Bureau have expressed informa.lly mild surprise at 
the delay; and I have explained intorma.lly the difficult situation in Hong
kong. 

This mission seems to be involved in a dangerous task as hopes or get
ting a:n.y concession out of the Chinese Government which will not involve the 
ultimate absorption ot Tibet into China seem forlorn. But it is possible 

"f~ b to understand the Tibetan Government's desire to reach a solution which lvill 
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not involve military invasion or Tibet. 

2 (!hcl. l) Calcutta 85 

2. .l report appeared in the British 11Intelligence Digest11 (De Courcy) 
that {I. large Chinese army with Russian advisers was ready in Sinkiang to 
invade Tibet and had maps based on an aerial survey or Tibet by Russian 
aircraf't la.st December. The Tibetan Government have had no reports ot 
the presence ot a:ny aircraft over Tibet during the winter but are enquir
ing from their officials in West Tibet. 

The route from Khotan or anywhere else in Sinkiang for an invading 
army appears impracticable and this view is confirmed by a Torgut travel
ler with some experience ot those parts, who had recently reached Lhasa. 
But the idea. cannot be entir~ ruled out. 

3. Press reports told ot the destruction ot 10,000 Chinese NationaJ.ist 
troops in Sinkiang near the borders ot Tibet. The Tibetan Government have 
had no inf orms.tion or this from Chiamdo. The Nationalist troops may have 
been those in the neighbourhood ot Tatsienlu. 

4. Geshe Sherab Gyatao (whose death was recently rumoured), one ot the 
leaders ot the Provisional Government or Tibet set up by the Communists 
in Sining, broadcast in Tibetan on 6th May. He said that the Chinese 
Government wanted a peaceful settlement with Tibet and the Tibetan Govern
ment should send representatives to negotiate in Peking at once; otherwise, 
Chinese armies were ready in Sinkiang, Sining and Kham. 

5. The powerful 'tn-oe.dcasting station, which the Chinese Govel;"DJ!lent are 
establishing at Peking is reported to be opening on May 20th to broadcast 
to Tibet and Mongolia. 

6. J. part)" of Torgut refugees, headed by a Prince from Kuldja called 
Chin VJang Mingyur Tsewang Dorj e, or Min Wang, reached Lhasa some weeks ago 
via East Sinld.ang and the Tsaidam. The Prince had decided to escape be.fore 
the Communists caught him.. He has a long history or evading overtures f'rom 
the Russians, Japanese and the Chinese Nationalist Government. Now he hopes 
tor ref'uge in India. 

C. Relations between Ti bet and Nepal. 

----- Nil .. ___ _ 

D. ReJ:a,tiQns betirem 'fibG and the U.K. and the U.S.A. 

l. J. British subject, Miss Bevan, who is a Theosophist and who applied 
for and was retu.sed permission to visit Sbigatse (where the Theosophists 
mistakency believe is a college containing Masters or their faith) is re
ported to have entered Tibet from north Sikkim, without permission am to 
have reached Shiga.tee. 

2. The Government ot India. have permitted a British subject, Mr. Turn
bull., who is a student ot Hinduism to visit Mount Kail.as in West Tibet 

s:mro:r 
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with a party ot Indian pilgrims. The agreement ot the Tibetan Government is 
being sought but as I understand unofficially that they- do not like the grant 
ot permits by Indian authorities to British subjects f'or visits to Tibet, 
this case may bring their obj actions into the open. As visits to the Gyantse 
Trade Route are a long accepted practice, the Tibetan Government would not 
find ver-y good ground to objecting in that connection; but visits to West 
Tibet are rare. 

3. At the request or the Political Officer, the Tibetan Government per
mitted Mr. Bricker, U.S. Vice Consul in Bombay, to visit Ya.tung with a 
British companion. The Tibetan Government, in doing so, stated that they
did not normally intend to give permission tor foreign visitors to Tibet 
at the present time. 

4. The U.S. Ambassador in India asked the Government ot India to transmit 
through this ~ssion enquiries about the applications f'rom Mr. Turnbull and 
Mr. Steele to visit Lhasa; but as the Tibetan Government had alreaey replied, 
refusing permission, the message was not transmitted. 

II. DOMF;?TIO. 

1. A new Tibetan regiment, which is being trained at Lhasa, received its 
colours trom the Regent and Commander in Chief early in. May. 

2. It is understood that Herr Harrer 1 one or the Austrian refugees now 
employed by the Tibetan Government has been meeting the Dalai Lama, probe.~ 
in connection with a cinema room which Herr Harrer is making at Norbu Lingka. 
I am told that Herr Harrer claims to have had long general conversations w:1. th 
the Dalai Lama. Thia will be checked; but if it is true 1 the Regent and his 
entourage are likely to object as they do not want the Dalai La.ma to have 
private talks with outsiders until he comes ot age. 

3. Ngapho Shape, Commissioner-designate or Kham, who has served be.tore in 
that area., is conscious ot the dangers trom bad adminietration and official 
exactions there and he is planning to improve things by asking f'or adequate 
allomplCes tor the staff v1hich he will take with him and whom he intends to 
choose only f."rom reliable officials of his acquaintance. He also has ideas 
ot imp!'Oving the economic status or the Khampas. 

4. It is reported that a. tew cases ot smallpox have occurred rut this needs 
conf'imation. Vaccine asked tor trom India about 6 \'leeks ago bas not yet 
arrived and the Tibetan Government a.re anxious. 

5. Gyalo Dhondup 1 an elder brother or the Dalai Lama who returned from 
China last yea:r, and who was believed to be anxious to get back to China 
with the Tibetan Mission, is reported to be hesitating to do so as he tea.rs 
the Tibetan Government will be angry with him. His family has been amd.ous 
tor him to return to Lhasa but he bas kept putting this of'f and is now 
causing them trouble by constant demands for large sums ot money. 

III. EDONOMIO AF.FAIRS. 

----- Nil -----
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IV. PRESS. 

----- Nil -----

V. PERSONAL AND SOCIAL. 

4 (&cl. l) Calcutta 85 

Professor V. V. Gokhale, Officer on Special Duty, le!'t Lhasa on 12th 
May on the termination or bis appointment. During bis stay he acquired an 
insight into Tibetan affairs and also pursued valuable studies in Tibetan 
and found a few old Sanskrit manuscripts. 

The Foreign Bureau end some other friends attended f'arewell parties for 
Professor Gokhale. A number of Tibetan officials paid farewell calls. 

VI. UISCELI.ANmUS. 

l. An Abbot of Sera monastery has been attending the Mission hospital 
regulo.rly f'or tree.tment. It is, I think, the first occasion on which a 
high dignita.I7 of one of the great monasteries has done this. 

2. The Da.lai Lama moved to his summer residence at Norbu Lingka on 4th 
May. 

Sd/- H. E. Richardson, 
Indian Trade Agent, Gyantee & 

Officer in Charge, Indian Mission, Lhasa. 

SFnREl' 
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Enclosure No. 2 to Despatch 85 trom J.mconsul, Calcutta, 8/22/50. 

(COPY) 

From: The Indian Trade gent., Gyantse1 and 
Officer in Charge, Indian Mission, Lhasa. 
P.O. Gyantse, Tibet. 

To a The Political Of'ficer in Sikld.m1 Gangtok. 

Memorandum No. 3(7)-L/50. Dated Lhasa, Tibet, the 15th June, 1950. 

MONTHLY REPORT OF THE INDIAN MISSION, IHAS.A., 
FOR PERIOD nmn~G 15TH JUNE 1950 

********* 

l. RYTERNAI, REL!TIONS. 

A. Relations between Tibe.t. a.Pd India. 

The delay by the British Government in coming to a decision about the 
grant o'f visas tor Hongkong has had repercussions on Indo-Tibeta.n relations. 
The members of the Mission retuaed a request from the Government ot India 
to surrender for cancellation the official visas for Hongkong granted to 
them at Calcutta owing to a misunderstanding; and, although the Mission 
were instructed by the Tibetan Government not to try to travel on those 
visas, two members are reported to have attempted to enter an aircraft 
bound tor Hongkong from Calcutta. They were prevented. trom doing so by 
local officials. A. msnber of the Mission made an ambiguous statement to 
an .1.I.R. correspoi;ident in Calcutta to the ef'fect that outside influences 
wer~ preventing the Mission :f'rom making contact with the Chinese Govern
ment. In view ot the incident about the attempted departure or members ot 
the Mission :f'rom Calcutta such a statement wou1d certcinly be interpreted 
to India's disadvantage. Bef'ore this incident I had fully explained to 
the Tibetan Government that the Government ot India have no responsibility 
f'or the delay in the granting ot visas and are sympathetic about the dif'
ficulties ot the mission. I think the position is well enough understood 
by the Tibetan Government but may be misunderstood by others. The Tibetan 
Mission are in a difficult position as they are being constantly urged by 
their Government to make contact with the Chinese Government. It is, how
ever., rumoured ill Lhasa that some of the members may ·be glad ot the delay 
a.s they are afraid. ot going to China wbi ther they are sure to be summoned. 
Others want to get at least to Hong Kong hoping in part to satisfy their 
government and perhaps to be able trom there to stave ott the further trip 
to Peking. These are only Lhasa rumours but may have some truth in them. 
The leaders ot the Mission proceeded to Delhi to see whether they could 
get a. decision there, about their visas. The Tibetan Government have been 
asked by the Government of India through the Indian Mission Lhasa to repeat 
the instructions to their mission not to attempt to travel on the visas 
issued at Calcutta; and I have made it clear to the Tibetan Foreign Bureau 
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that statements and actions such as those of their Mission only play into 
the hands ot the Communist propagandists, which is sheer stupidity as India 
is the only cowitry giving active help to Tibet. 

B. !\elations between Tibet and China. 

l. Chinese Government troops have occupied. at least one place on the 
Tibetan side ot the de f'acto .frontier which had the guarantee of' a loca1 
~eement between Tibetan and Chinese officia1s in 1932. The place, Damdo, 
is some three days north of Chamdo but cannot be exactly identified. Fi.tty 
Chinese troops arrived there suddenly about the end of May and captured the 
Tibetan Government's wireless set which was eeta.blished there, with the two 
operators who were recruited a.bout a year ago by the Tibetan Government from 
Darjeeling and Sikkim. There were no Tibetan troops at Damdo. 

2. Another frontier incident occurred. at Yakalo on the Mekong v1here Tibetan 
troop;1 were attacked by six or seven htmdred Chinese troops who were repulsed 
with the loss of twenty men. Tibetan losses were ~n N .c.o. It has not been 
established whether the attackers were Chinese Government troops or National
ist remnants. 

,3. The Tibetan Government's Mission which is to establish contact with the 
Chinese Government is still held up in India. Pressure is being put on the 
Tibetan Government by the Chinese to make contact quickly. Chinese broad
casts from Peking have urged this, and messages are probably being received 
through other channels. 

4. One series of such messages was brought to Lhasa. by a party .from Sining 
who arrived early in Jwie disguised as traders. They are headed ostensibly 
by a Kansu-born resident ot Sining who was rormerJ.y a petty otticial wider 
Ma Pu- tang and was persuaded by the Communists to take messages to Lhasa. 
His companions are two Khampas, one or whom from Li tang is the real leader 
ot the party. They brought letters tor the Regent, and tor three Tibetan 
o.tticia.ls which they delivered through the Tse Yiktsang 'Ecclesiastical 
Office'. The letters urged the Tibetan Government and Tibetan officials 
to come to an agreement with the Chinese Government without hostilities 
and to send a delegation to Peld.ng without delay and also warned thElll 
against listening to advice .from foreign governments. The party also 
brought a ll'ireless set which was not detected at the check post at Nag
chukha.. When summoned to the Foreign Bureau, they volunteered that they 
had brought this set and said they would not use it without the Tibetan 
Government's permission. They said they had orders to inform the Tibetan 
Government about this and to obey their instructions in all respects, and 
that they would go back to Sining it ordered. They sang the praises or the 
Communist regime and denied all reports that it aimed at suppressing mona
steries or religion; and they said that the Tibetans would be allowed to 
govern themselves. When the Foreign Secretaries pointed out that this was 
contrary to ordina.I7' communist teaching, the messengers admitted that the 
programme they mentioned· was 'tor a start' • 

SWREI' 
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After leaving these men to their own devioes £or over a week, the 
Tibet~ Government have sealed the wireless set and have appointed. a minor 
official to superintend the movements of the party. The party also brought 
a number of firearms including automatic weapons, which ·the Tibetan Govern
ment have bought in order to prevent them getting into private hands. 

It is not ~ssible that their ready adm.ission of having brought a 
wireless set was a blind and that they had other sets which they have dis
tributed. to agents. 

;. The letters mentioned. above were subnitted. to the National Assembly 
who decided that negotiations should be undertaken vrith the Chinese Govern
ment but that it the negotiations tailed Tibet must tight. It was decided 
to send the Communist messengers back to Sining with a non-committal reply. 
It may be suspected that the kind-hearted propaganda of the communist agents 
is likely to have the af'f ect of dividing Tibetan opinion, tor there may be 
many people less sceptical than the Tibetan Foreign Secretaries. 

6. The anxiety of the Chinese Government to avoid hostilities perhaps 
indicates some regard for world opinion about Tibet and it is possible that 
the Chinese Government have apprehensions about Indian reactions to an armed 
invasion. 

7. The Dala.i Lama 1 s elder brother, Gyalo Dbond~ (see Foreign ts mEDOrandum 
No. D-2957-lm'/50, dated the 25th~ 1950) is reported to have arrived in 
Formosa via Manila. He had no permission trom the Tibetan Government or his 
f"amily to undertake the journey and his action will embarrass the Tibetan 
Government in their relations with the Chinese Government. 

S. The new Peking broadcasting station has been putting out programmes in 
Tibetan three times a week since May 20th. Constant appeals are being ma.de 
to the Tibetans to come to a peace:t'ul settlement with China and the benefits 
0£ the Communist regime are ex.pounded. There is no open threatening at present, 
bu.t the threats are latent in reterences to the power and unity 0£ the Chinese 
Government. · · 

C. Relations between Tibet and Nepal. 

--...... Nil -----

D. Relations between Tibet and the U.K. and the U.S.A. 

The delay in granting or refusing visas for Hong Kong to the Tibetan 
Mission for China is not understood by the Tibetan Government, and is a 
cause or considerable feeling. I have explained as my personal opinion 
that the British Government who have not yet come to an arrangement with 
the Chinese Government about the exchange or representatives, may well have 
reason to examine carefully an:y proposal for contact between Tibetan and 
Chinese Government official representatives on British territory. The 
Tibetan Mission met the High Commissioner for the U.K. in New Delhi and 
the latter sent a message to the Tibetan Government regretting the delays 
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and suggesting that it might be more convenient tor the Tibetan Government 
to conduct their negotiations with the Chinese Ambassador in New Delhi. 
However reasonable this suggestion;. - which had previously met with a luke
warm reception - may be, it is not likely to allay suspicions in the natur
ally suspicious minds of the Tibetan Government that obstructions are being 
raised to direct contact between Tibet and Peking. They are slow to realize 
that there can be any other point or view but their own. The most unfortunate 
consequence or the delay in reaching decision is that it gives an opportunity 
for Communist propaganda in which the Government or India is likely to be 
accused as much as the British Government. 

Miss Bevan (see Political Officer's in Sikkim telegram No. 305/P dated 
the 1st June, 1950) W(lS sent back to India by the same route by \Vhich she 
entered Tibet a.ft.er a short stay in Shigatse. The Tibetan Government have 
so .far not mentioned the matter. 

The Tibetan Government have aueed, without comment, to the visit to 
West Tibet by Mr. Turnbull (see my telegram No. 43 dated the 16th May 1950). 
Peking radio put out a statement that the U.S. Government were shipping arms 
to Tibet via India. The Government of India have contradicted this. 

II. DOMF.STIC. 

1. It has now been decided to send Ngapho Shape to Kham with only two 
assistants, to act as Additional Commissioner in Kham. with Lbalu Shape who 
had been instructed to stay on because of the increasingly di.t:ricult situa
tions. It seans unlikely that the Commissioners will get on well together 
and the arranganent does not seem very wise. 

2. Ragashar Shape, Defence Minister, accompanied by the lay Oommender-in
Chier will proceed to Nagchukha on 20th June in order to be in close touch 
with the frontier posts. 

III. l!DONQMIC AFFAIR$. 

1. News ot Chinese military action in Kham caused the exchange rate to rise 
rapidly for a few days. Whan it appeared that the action was on a very small 
scale the rate dropped again, but not to the level a.t which the rise ha.d 
started. There is still a downward tendency. 

2. Rain has fallen early this year which promises well tor crops and 
livestock. 

IV. PRl!SS. 

--... -- Nil -----

V. r,msoNAL AND SOCIAL. 

_......... Nil --.. --
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VI. MISCELLANEOUS • 
. 

The Dalai Lama is continuing to _show his unresting search tor knowledge. 
His intelligence is well above the ordinary. Af'ter dealing with bis Tibetan 
studies, he pores over English papers, questio~ for hours Herr Harrer the 
Austrian retugee now in Tibetan employment who has become a habi.tue ot Norbu 
t.ingka, and L1>ends the evenings taking to pieces and lee.ming about the mecha
nism ot his cine cameras, electrical equipment and the like. His great desire, 
but one never likely fulfilled, is to go to a fora:ign school. Mere amusE111ent 
is of no interest to him and he will not see any or the more frivolous ot his 
cinema. films more than once. His judgement is reported to be remarkably mature 
but he bas no opportunity or at.reoting the course of events as his minority is 
strictly entorced by the Regent. 

Sd/- H. E. Richardson, 
Indian Trade Agent, Gyantse, & 

Officer in Charge, Indian Mission, Lhasa . 
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