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Summary:

In the weeks following the November 1961 West German federal elections when a new
cabinet formed, CIA sources in Bonn provided information on the thinking of the group of
“Young Turks” in Chancellor Konrad Adenauer’s cabinet that included Defense Minister
Franz-Joseph Strauss and Foreign Minister Gerhard Schroeder.
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REromio WImlUT LIMITmG WEST GERMAN POWER. ... 
.... 

' ! . 
AND mE !OUNG ~ ~ TIOO' WES~/~ " t.: SC!!R0EDEll, S!mAUSS 

DECISIONS AB.k AroMIe 8HW..b FoAVE 

.... 
THE RIGHT TO MAKE WAI\HEADI3" BUT DISAGREE , 

~ THINKS THAT ~ 'rei;: U.S. 
! , 

ON mE WAY TO ACBIE'lE THIS RIG~. .. , .. 
! • ... WI'l'ii · mEEtili~s , 'Im~/lUGHT TO USE S TO SHARE ATOMIC WEAPONS AND 
~ '. 

THE !hERMANS AND FRmCH SHOULD c~ TO PRODU~/~C WEAPONS. o~ WEm J 
OWN; SCHROEDER THINKS WE 'mREE WES'lERN POWmS !3HOULD BE PLAYED AGAINST 

I ........ 

EA.CjI OTHER AND TIOO' THE GERMANS/SHOULD RE!l1IACJ''''mm PLEOOE NOT W' 'l'RODUCE' 

ABd WEAPONs. A GERMAN ATOMIC ... ~ cour.J) IMPRESS SOVIETS MR oniANTm: 

U.~. DETERRENT CAN SINCE NE~ '.mE S~ NOR THE EURMfl'BEL!EiVE THE 
i ,"" ,.'" . ', . . 

_ICANS !«lULU REALLY uSli THEm BOMBS'. IF FAaED WITH' A GERMAN AToMIc 
j :/ /.... • , " 

cAfABILITY, THE SOVIETS ... WOULD BE P,REPARED TO MAKE MAJOR CONCESSIONS IN' 
i ..... ... 

NEooTIATIONS WITH WES1' GERMANY ... ./OTIlERWISE, ANY CONCESSIONS THE SOVIETS 
i ..... ... 

MAnE lIOULD BE MADE ib THE WEs1ERN POWERS WITHOUT PR~Y ATTENTION TO'm 
I 1,/ . 

jI:NTE:aES'IS OF WEST/ GEru.wrr ,./ SINCE WEST GERMANY COULD NOT IN ANY CABEi PRODUCE 

I~ ~c ~S, 'l1jE .. ··~S'l'ERN POWERS WOULD HA,m NOTHING roM. ON THE 

i :/ .,/ 
I OTHER !!AND, ~'STRONG, / MJIlERN ~ SHOULD BE FORMED THAT COULD STOP ANY' . . 

i SOVIET CO~ION.u: · A!I.'TACK. SCHROEIIE:R J STRAUSS AND THE YOUNG 'ruRKs AGREE 
! ,/ :.... . '. 
f THAT IF TJ!E GEJlMANS COULD USE ATOMIC WEAPONS J THE SOVIETS MIGHT BE .IDRE 
i : I 

I GEN~Y ~'lED IN AN ATOMIC BAN. 

i .. /,': ...... k THE TIME BEING SCHROEDER, S~SS' AND THE YOUNG IDRKS AGREE 

i TO .6PE6BE ALL PROPOSAlS FOR REGIONAL DISARMAMENT OR ANY LIMI:TATIONS ON 

I ... // ..... 
CLASllReATION- DISSB4INAnON CON'TIOU 

.•... -_ ........ . 

&::::.~ .. - .... -- ~ ................. - -

'iiO~(bJ 1 CIA 

FOIA(b)3 - SO USC 403q Section G ot the CIA Act ot 1949 

NW#:36532 Docld:31451798 

,.-
3 

I 

Wilson Center Digital Archive Original Scan



Wilson Center Digital Archive Original Scan



Wilson Center Digital Archive Original Scan



Wilson Center Digital Archive Original Scan


