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Summary:

This memorandum details an extensive conversation between representatives from the
U.S. and Great Britain about President Kennedy's decision to cancel work on "Skybolt,"
or a surface-to-air missile that the British were invested in. The meeting was an attempt
to placate a "looming crisis" in Anglo-American relations.
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Transcript of page 2 drawn from Foreign Relations of the United States 

 

United States. The whole world knew about the partnership in this matter which was governed 

by agreement. He was not referring to a legal document but rather to the nature of the agreement. 

Then there had come the incidents of spies in Great Britain and the McMahon Act. There were 

many, including some in the United States, who felt that Britain had been treated harshly. 

Amendments to the McMahon Act had been made which made greater cooperation possible. At 

this time, the emphasis was on the bomb. Later the emphasis shifted to the means of delivery. 

Britain had spent about sixty million pounds on the Blue Streak missile. Then there arose the 

decision as to whether the development of this missile should be continued. Britain was a small 

and heavily populated island, and the missile would have to be situated near towns where it 

would be subject to observation and would be exposed to agitators. The Prime Minister had 

talked to President Eisenhower about the problem and had indicated the British were going to 

chuck it if they could get anything else. 

 

Then Skybolt came along as well as Polaris. The British made an agreement to buy Skybolt. He 

was not basing himself on the terms of the agreement but rather on the gentlemen’s 
understanding. Eisenhower had said he wanted something in return, namely the submarine base 

at Holy Loch. The British had favored another location but had agreed on Holy Loch which was 

more remote and harder for Lord Russell and his friends to reach. The Prime Minister said that 

from time-to-time doubts had been cast on the Skybolt development, and he had assumed that in 

the United States as in England there were always these rumors circulated by rival firms or 

services. He went on to say it did now seem that Skybolt was in trouble. 

 

The Prime Minister said he understood the U.S. anxiety for the effect any US-UK agreement 

might have on other allies. He thought the main allies understood the US-UK relationship as a 

kind of founder company as well as the special arrangement brought about by the amendment of 

the McMahon Act. He said the other problem was the possibility of bringing into being a larger 

grouping of powers as well as the possible effect of any such agreement on the Common Market 

negotiations. The Prime Minister said flatly that he thought the effect of a new agreement on the 

Common Market agreement would be “frankly, absolutely none.” These negotiations now 
depended on whether the French could maintain the good deal they have in agricultural products 

vis-à-vis the Germans. If it failed, it would be on that basis. The French and the British have a 

different concept about the Common Market, the French favoring an autarchical system. There 

was the question as to what effect an agreement would have on European multilateral 

arrangements. It was 
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