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1\"lladcno,· Fares First Tesl 

The demonstration planned for Sa111rdaJ' by dissident groups H'ill 
prOJ•ide the first measure of popular determinGtion to pt·'i?ss for 

liberalization and n the new party leade,.'s willingness to accommodate 
it. 

Although hailing thl' kadrrship change as a ·>ositi\'e first step. 
dissidents remain skcptic;il of Mladenov's promises of mo\'rS toward 
democrm:y and pluralism. Dissidents alrcad~· arc calling for political 
pluralism and han· announced plans for a nether mass march on 
Saturday. Ecoglasnost. the independent l'cological group that recently 
spcarheadl·d Bulgaria's largest demonstration e,·cr. today will ask the 

Supreme Court to permit its registration as<. legal group.IL_ ____ _ 

Commeonl: Bulgarian dissident groups rcmair small but clearly intend 
to test Mladl·nov's promises of greater freedom. The size of the 
demonstration planned for Saturday may indicate whether the 
dissident movement has the strength to challenge the regime. Sofia is 
in a dimeult posi1ion-i1 will be hard to disrJpt 1he demonstration 
only days after the new Gen.:ral Secretnry pomised openness and 
d ialoguc.: with the people 

L_ ____ ---' 

,.\nothc1· test of the regime's commitment to pluralism will come later 
this month wlwn it must decide on the kgnlization of Ecoglasnost and 
how to handle applications from othl'r human rights groups seeking 

legal status.\ \ 
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