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Czechoslovakia: Sweeping Leadership Changes 

Th\: c:1.1raordinary !>C~!>ion oi" 1he Co111muni!>t Party C\·ntral Commiucc late la~t night 

re!>pondcd to co111inuing puhlir dem;iml!. h~ ou!>ting more members of the old gu:trd and 
in~lalling new. mostly youn{!l'r fon·s in thl' l'rl·sidi11m. Two new member~-yo111h unions 

d1ief Mohorita and Writers Union l:hairman \";tlek-arl· 111odcra1es who support dialogue 

'' i1h the people. Two women. \\Orh·r!> in industry. ha,·c been added and presumably will 
bnng workers and women's ,·il'w!> to lop party dl·l·isionmaking. The smaller Secrelariat now 
rnnsi!>IS of seven set"retaril'S and two lllL"lllbcrs: five arL· holdovers. RcsponsihilitiL·s 11:1,·c not 
been spelled ou1. e.\cept for CiL·rll·ral ScL-retary Urbanek. 

Urbanek has satisfied one of thl· demonstrators· dcmands-remo\"al of lhe lcadL"r!> who came 
to power in the aftermath of the I 968 So,·iet-led invasion. But he and his l!C\\" tL·am must 
now cope with the remaining demands. including thOSL" for radical rL·forms. frel· del·tions. 
and an end to the party"s leading rok; ii is doubtful that this Presidium will hl· a strong forcc . 
. .\t best it will take new memhers time to hecomc familiar with !heir jobs and 10 ll·arn to deal 

.:lkcti\·ely wilh a rapidly ch:rnging political elimatL• and an increasingly \"Ol"al populace .. .\t 

worst. many of the new faces will no1 la~a pasl the party congress in Januar~. 
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