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f'urcign !\linisrrr S11~·s Bahlrs To Di: lndcpi:ndcnt 

~-~--~~~--.--~-~~lfhr MFA rxpects both 
republics to declare indrpendcncc alter republic l'kctions in February 
and March and hopes an eight-year transition period can be worked 
out during which agreements can be reached on such defense and 
foreign polic · · • as the Mationing of troops and basing rights in 
the repuhlics Moscow will not use force 10 pre\·enl 
independence in the Bahics. 

~-----

The MFA fears that Lithuanian extremists will push for 
completl' independence in two 10 three years. making negotiations 
difficult./ ~harp differences in the Lat\"ian 
leadership on the issue of independence. implying Lat,·ia will mo,·e 
toward independence more slowly than the other two Baltic republics. 

Comment:) 
!Ikey e·1c~-n-1e-n--ct's-o--,.f~th"e--..S-o'~'i'e-:--t 'le-a'd'cr -s'h~i p-a-n-·: b~c-cc-o-m~in-g-rc_c_o_n_c.,il-cd,--.c 

WTllc likrlihood of secession by the Bahil· states! ~robably 
reflects President Gorbachev's assessment of the situation in the 
Baltics in light of the recent groundswell of Lithuanian public support 
for independence and his reluctance 10 use force. Mosco,..-'s eight-year 
timetable may be acceptable to La1,·ia. but a shorter transition period 
undoubted!'" will be necessary for Lithuania and Estonia.) j 
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