Digital Archive

. . - digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org
International History Declassified

W Wilson
Center

September 20, 1950
Cable, Gromyko to the Soviet Ambassador, Peking

Citation:

"Cable, Gromyko to the Soviet Ambassador, Peking", September 20, 1950, Wilson Center
Digital Archive, Library of Congress, Manuscript Division, Dmitrii Antonovich Volkogonov
papers, 1887-1995, mm97083838. Translated by Gary Goldberg.
https://wilson-center.drivingcreative.com/document/209812

Summary:
Cable explaining that China and the Soviet Union are getting incomplete information

from North Korea. Also discussing how North Korea is doing militarily and China's
admission into the UN.

Original Language:
Russian

Contents:

Original Scan
Translation - English


digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org

’ V%‘@O'l&@%%‘%”&" Aéf@ﬁ'se( FROM MANUSCRIPT DIV. LIBRARY Egl@é&GRESS D1

/)

T ‘ /‘l 2 ,ZOQ&'M‘ 7950'? .
- e e e s S e

TEKHH COBIIOCO

B cmasu ¢ Gecenoi Ixoy Bubp-nag ¢ Bamu 18 ceHTﬂdpﬂ no
BOIIPOCY O EOEHHO odcTaHOBxe B Kopee, By nonmuu BCTDETUThCH |
¢ Ynoy BHb-NaeM u MSHOLHTB eMy o rropyuenun kocxpy onenymmee.;§

"lleppoe. Mz Gecegu Yxoy Bup<nmasm c-7T.v, Pomynum, KOTOBHH

. n KoHnoBpM HaM crano nssecwao, uTo Ropeﬁcxue ApbeH nnoyo HH~
@opmnpymm KNTallcRHX Tosapumeﬁ O BOEHHOI OGGTaHOBKe 1 pemeHnax
koranroranua u Kopesickoro NpaBUTENbCTBA 10 BONpocaM, BHTEKAK0-
WHM M8 X0Ja BOEHHHY AeﬁCTBMH Mu co emoeil CTOPOHH HaXoZuM Ta- |

KOe NOoJOXeHNe HeHOpmaanHM M eciau T, KMM Hp Cen He naer mam pe-

rynsapHoil undopMmauuu, To smo HYXHO 06"HCHHTB Cna00CTHHN CBASBHU € |

i dpoHTOM, 8 He owcyhcwﬂmem ReNaHus HHPODPMUPOEATH ¥uTalickux

j TOBapuuei.,

1 K comanenun, Mchna TaKxe [onydaeT uepes cpoero locna B
IIxenvane OTpHBouHue u aanosnanﬂe CBEJIeHHS O BOEGHHOY OGCTAHOBX
B Kepee, Kax BHﬂHO, 9TO ABIfgeTCH peoynbwawom "TOr0, uTq dopem-
.cxaa Hapenuas apMHA IIOKa eme Monoxas, HEOHHTH&H K CBASH Yy KO-
Peiickoro pyxoBomcTEa c BoMcnaMM c.nadaﬂ9 B CUNy wero camy Ko~

" Pelicine TOBa Py Tnoxo W ¢ “Boxrbmmy® onosxaﬁmeu aH”HHoMPyDT 06- |

CTAQHORKY Ha diponTe. Cienver ITOMHUTD , qTo Hopeﬁcxaﬂ Hapoxuaﬂ

| %{( 2. e
apuugNcaIumKor MOJIOJI@ H uMesT BOGI‘O JII/IIHb TpexmecauHril onuT
| ) Y —

BOIJHH. 3Y-IMTHB&1H 8T0 OGCTOHTGJII:CTDO HY¥HO y,IIIABJIﬁTbGH Tel cepres
|
|
|
|

HERM_ycneXam, KOTOpHe HMeerT %opeﬁcxaﬂ Haponuas apiilia B BoiiHe

c MHOCTDdHHHMH OGLJ?UOBO BOOpVFeHPHHW Bolickamn,

h;ggg\. Koueqno, noreps Qemynbno fiBIACTCs COJABWML MUHYCOL

Ho STOT MMHYc 00"mciisercs TCM, uUTO ropeiicos Haponnoh apuy
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npnxonﬁwca BOEBATb He TONBKO ¢ Bolicxamu Ju Cuy M&Qa, HO ¥ ¢
aﬁrno-amepnxaﬁcxmmu BOHckamu, ¢ mx aspauuelt, ¢ ux BOeHHO-Mop-~
CKMM‘QHOTOM, YTO co3xaeT HOBRHe ﬂOHOHHMTeﬂbHHe TpyiHocTy, He-
COMHeNHO, 4TO ecnu On Kopetickas Haponnaﬁ apuig MMeda gmeno
TOJNBKO C BHYTpEeHHHMH JINCHHMAHOB C KMM I BOMCK&MM He Owro 6H no-

—— e

TepH Qemynbnoxadbpeﬂ JaBHO GHna GH OuKmeHa orT peaHHMOHepoB.M-

————ae—. \\
gjijeTbe. Uro kacaercs MHe Hus KUTANCKUX TOBApPHLEH, MBTOKeH-
Horo Ymoy Sub-naen, OTHocheano MED 10 hHKBHﬂauMh BHC&ﬂHBmePO
TTTe—
cH IPOTHEHUKAE ¥ CcOBpaHMA GHHbHOM rpynnnponxn BOliCk Ba cuer BH-

—— L ZOHCK BE
BOnA KDPYMHEX cux ¢ Pponra i Ce€BEep, TO MH HAXONUM BTy cooﬁpame

;~——7HﬁﬂmﬂﬁaBﬂ&bﬁﬁMﬂ—-——~—--n———— —
‘Co cBoet CTOPOHH MH cuMTaew, HTO°.
a) Meponpuarus, NpoBOnMMHE JO cmx nop KOMaHIOBanye M
Kope#cxon HaponHom abmmn B pailone Ceyna, rosopar o HEeoOLEeH~
Ke UM Bceit cepb93H00Tn npexnpnuxwom NpoTHBHUKOM omepaimm, Henpd
34 npe,unonaratrb9 uTo HpOTHBHMR HAUNHAA--BTy onepalmb, orpanm-

UHICHA OH CUJAMM TOJBKO repsoro NeCaHTg.. Hannqne 50ﬂbm0PO Koau-

YECTBA CYLOB [103BONfET €My NnpoBegTH nocnev youmee ycunenue Boii-
cxamn Ceynbcxoro HanpaBneHMﬂ c“ugabm;paspﬁsamb.eﬂnH.Hopeﬁcnom— 5
"Hapognon apMUE M Tem C ambm HSOHupOBaTb OCHOBHO[i (pOHT 0T 633

-]

CHAOxeHus

6) B ycnorngx co3naBmeiicy CEpbeBHOII 00CTAaHDBXH B panone

Yenyneno n Ceyna, npnmennemaﬂ KOM&HHOBQHMGM H&pOﬂHOU apMHy

TaKTMKa BHOpdCHB&HMH U MCHOHbSODaHHﬂ OTmeJIbHHX. -0aT&JIbOHOB no-
\ .

\‘_ﬁ .

nomitop ABIAGTCH HENPABNILHOL p BpenHoil, Tak kar oua epeleT
B Gy —ETERAh

JHEB - I ynqueﬁeﬁnm—sTﬂf—ﬁaTanbonon Y IONYOE NO uagTs M HH B

KOeM clnyuae 1e peuaer BCnipoca m Hexou; ) !
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B) ﬂﬁxbngaunﬂ'cosuaBMeﬁcn ONACHOCTU MOXET Gurp pemeng’

. HeMennenuu BHBOHOK B pailion Ceyna BHaHMTGﬂbﬁyz'Eﬂﬁ C OcHOBHO-

Kpenxoro ¢poura; v
. A . _
r) Ha wro-socroxe Boiicxam CIBAYeT nepeiitn K _axrupnon

060poHe, ¢ samayamy He nonycrurs ﬁpopHBa IIpoTuBHUKE B Hanpgp--
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Jgennn Ceyn,
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" ' 9T Hamy COOGpameHusy MH 18 CeHTAGps noBein ho CBeneHng

~EAEHM—HP—CﬂHa—Hepes—Hamefe—ﬂeeﬁa~n"ﬂxensﬁneo - -

Yerpe T0€, ‘Yrp Xacaercsg BOBMORHOCTH DENUTD Kopeitickui BOI-
~-==25%pToe ! hop

\ ; e
-pQC_MMpHHMiHyTeMg-TO'HaM‘KaHETCH,‘HTO'HUCHBAHMG OCNORHEeHUH
BOCHHOI} QﬁQIaHQBKM B Hopee, B cmaay C BHC&IKOIi HecanTy B

paiione Yeuynpno, elie Goree sarpynumor BOSMOXHOCTDH MupHorg

————— e

yperynnponaéﬁﬂ'Ropeﬁcxoro BOnpoca, Hama .generamng Ha ¢ eccun
s it . o

e ———— o

I'enepanbron Accambaen umeer BUPEXTUBY HacTolunso saumumaTy

-

CTBa 0 MupHOM yperynuponannn'Ropeﬁcxoro Bonpoga, B

laroe, MH rax i€y KaX u Xuralickue TOBapnmy cunraem, uyro

amepnxaHuu'dynyT npogonxng QCﬁHEgEX;@EAPﬂymGHMH.B-QQHiﬂp&mﬁgfi

I eSS = N

N cranurenett Hapomuoro anaﬂo“Hama'nenerauuﬂ Ha Penepanbhoii Ac-

SR e— T 2D

cambiee MMEET  nmuperTupy HACTOHUNBO no6usarbeg M3THanua us OOH

IIpeuc rasuTeney I'CMHHINAHOBCKO I rpynnu n Lonyrenns fipepcrasuTenei

Ruraiicroj; Haponnoi PecnyGauxy p Opranusanuy 06"eaunenuux Ha-

nlilig " ’ — - S e . e Y ST —

0 pesyibramgx Baneji Gecenu. & Uiy JHb-naey Tenerpagb e,

e ”HO‘ﬁOPyﬁEHnm‘nnefanﬁﬁn“'PPUHHR@?”'
| T T ———
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B cBasu ¢ Gecenoii qxoy OHb~ -nas ¢ Bamu 18 ceHraGps no .

BOIpOCY © BOEHHOI] OGCTaHOBKe B Kopee, Bu monmun BCTRETUThCA

¢ Yxoy SHb-laeM M UBIOEMTH €My IO nopyqeﬂnm Mocxpu c enymmeeﬂ
"lleppoe. Us Geceny -Inoy BHb-za7 ¢ T.7. Pompuuum," Kokosum , 
u KoHHOBEM Ham cTano NBBECTHO, YTO Kopejickue xpysbﬂ n10z o
— . MHQODMUDYWT KMTANCKUX . _ToBapumeit o BOEHHOI! odcmaHOBxe u pene-
HUAX koMaHmoBanus u Hopeiickoro HpaBMTeRBGTBa no BOIpocawm,
BHTEKAUUM N3 XONa BOSHHHX neiticreuil. Mu co cBOGH CTOpOHH Hag

xonum TaKOE MNOJOESHHO énpabmenﬁq HEHODMATLHEM 1 cumraem-qmo
HE Gl Gone 1ehDit vf j11 bR AN T e, PR
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K comaﬂennm, Mocksa Takme noxyuaem qepes CBOEro nocig

B lIxenrane oTpusounme n sanosnanne CBEHEHMA O BOEHHON odcwa-}l;

- » HOBKE B Kbpee° Han anno 9TO ABXFETCH peByHBTaTOM TOI'0, YT ,.

TR 8 T . e - T 71"7".:“‘ 2 eI - NP TR Y LS U s | B
S o CBH3B y KopeﬁCI{OI‘O pyKOBO,IICTBa ¢ BOMCR&MI’}——CJIEGHH',, B CRJIy ue- : §
I'o camMu KopeﬁCRHe TOBapHmH OJ0X0 U ¢ GOJIBHIMM OHOB,HaHI/IeM aHa-

nmsupymm oGCTaHOBKy Ha @pOHTeq¢zis,Paﬂ,~ --"“! o

v
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s P SRR _u _1:4,. Ir P o

/7§geppgb Uro Kacaemca MHEHH KnTamcknx TOBapnmem, nsno~i

/Z%Eé BeHHOro Yoy dHp-naeM, oTHOCHTENBHO Mep 1o TUKBHIANMHA BHCA-
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Vitio med s ke

‘z ~ OMBMETOCH NDOTMBHUKA U -CO3HAHME CHIBHOL I'PYyNONPOBKY -Boitck
Attt
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B cBaAsu ¢ Gecexom Y=oy 9Hb~naﬁ c BaMM 18 ceRTa6pa no_
BONPOCY O BOEGHHOI oGCTaHOBKe 8 Kopee, Bu JOJEHH BCTRETUThCH
¢ Uxoy 9Hb-naeM U MBNOEUTL €My IQ TopyueHun MoGKBH chelynme:

"IlepBoe. Ma Gecenu Uxoy DHb-NAA G T.T. Pomifuum, Kowrosuy

" u KonnosuMm mHam crano usBecTHO, uTO KopeficKkue npyssa IIOX
— —__ MHOODMHDYOT KHTAHACKUX Tonapnmeﬁ 0 BOEHHOil 05CTaHOBKe U peme-
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‘Kum Hp Cen odﬁaanﬁag; c-n B 2 {/ Jw‘?t WMM / Bee S
A%gwta&‘, S Y e M, / cu‘&ésj:’r-‘?c/ c o C{,l’

K coxarenwun, Mocha Taxzme HOoJyyaeT qepes csoero nocna

B lIxeHpAHe OTpDHBOUHHE ¥ BaIOSIaIHE CBEeReHNA 0 BoeHHOI oécTa-

. > HOBKe B Kopee: Kax BUSHO, 3TO sBIgETCH pesyanaTOM TOr0, urg
s
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Hemrsa npegnoxarars, 4TO NPOTUBHUK, HAUYNHA S @TYy onepalun,

OrpaHuunica OH cnnamn TOJBKO NEPBOI0 HeCcaHTa, HaHMqu G6oJp-
LOT'0 KOJHUYEeCTBY cynoa N103BOJIAET eMy HpOBeCTM nocneﬂymmee yeu-
JeHle BoiicKaMu Ceynbcxorﬂ Hanpasnennﬁ C lIgJb00 pa3pes3aTs cnna
Kopeiickoii Hapomuoii apmun u tem GaMHM U30JMPOBATE OCHOBHOI

$poHT OT 6as AR TO - c/mp,ﬂu,uw.j

6) B ycnosusx coaxabmelics cepnhesHoi 050T3HOBKH B -pajione /g

L]

a

HYemynsno u Ceyna, npUMeHseMas koManmoBanuem Hapomuoii apmmu
- TAKTHUKRA BHOpDaCHBAHUg U MCHOHbBOB&HHH OTHENBHHEX 6aTalbOHOB ¥

IOJIKOB ABIAETCA HeraBHHbHOM n BpeIHOA, Tax kax oHa BelleT Jum

X yHMQTOmeHMD~STHX 68 TaNH0HOB H HOHKOB II0 YacTdM W Bil B HOGM

cliydae He pemaeT Bonpoca B LeJIOM;
B) Juxsumaunug cospasmeiics OIIaCHOCTH MOme T GHTB pemeHa
HEMeJIEHHHM BHBOJOM B pailon Ceyza sHaqHTeanHx CHJ ¢ OCHOBHO-

ro QPOHTA U cOpnaHWeM B pallone Ceyna ceBepHee W _BogTOUHEE
ero Kpenkoro (pouTa; '

r) Ha wro-socToke Boiickam ClenyeT nepeiiTM K aKTHBHOIL

c6opoHe, ¢ 3anavamy He nonyCTnTb IpOpHBY HpOTHBHHKa B Hanpas-

“nenun Ceyi, .

.- C’ - <= — e e

: P
dti Hamm cooﬁpamennﬂ MH 18 ceHTﬁdpﬂ JOBesu 10 cBeernﬁ

Kum Kp CeHa Uepes HamWero nocna B erHLHHe°
i{37/5‘ Tpembe, Yro kacaerca Bosmomﬁocmn pemuts Kopeilcxnit Bom-
N

DOC MUDHHM OyTeM, TO HaM Kamewcs, 4To nocnenﬁne OCMOEHQHHH

BOEHHOI1 OGCT&HOBKH B Kopee, B c¢nasu ¢ BHcagxoil LecaHTa B

paiione Qemynbno, eme Goxee BanyﬂHHMT BOSMORHOGTh MUPHOT'O

yPerynMpoE aHus KOpeMCROPO Bonpoca° Hama neneralus Ha ceccun
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CTBa O‘MH€HOM yperyaupoBaHuu K0p9ﬁ¢xopo BOIpoCa. -

Qé%ﬁeﬁa%é. Mu Tak ®e, kak U KuTalfCKUE TOBAPUIM, cuuTaey
UTO aMepUKaHIH 6§gyT NPOJONAATh NMOIUTHKY HENONYUEHUT B OOH
- npejncTaBuTeNe i Haponnoro Kuras. Hama nenebgumz-ﬁa Penepann-
Hoil Accambinee umeer nupéansy HaCTBﬁunBo IOoOHBATBHCA HSI'HAHUS
us OOH npencraBuTeneilt IOMUHLAHOBCKOI fpyﬁna M DONyWeHUS npej
craBuTexnell KﬁTaﬁcxoﬁ=HapbﬂHoﬁ Pecnyénnxﬁ,B‘OpfaHnséunm_Qd"e-
EVHEe HHHX Héunﬂ." ‘ . : o
O pesynmpTaTax Baweil Cecennd ¢ Ymoy OHp-naem TéHéPpa@bTer'
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Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English

[handwritten: 20 September 1950]
PEKING, TO THE SOVIET AMBASSADOR

In connection with your 18 September conversation with Zhou Enlai on the military
situation in Korea you should meet with Zhou Enlai and present him with the following
at the instructions of Moscow.

"First. It has become clear to us from the conversation between Cdes. Roshchin,
Kotov, and Konnov and Zhou Enlai that the Korean friends are poorly informing the
Chinese comrades about the military situation and the decisions of the command and
Korean government about questions ensuing from the course of military operations.
We for our part find such a situation abnormal, and if Cde. Kim Il Sung does not give
us regular information, then is necessary to explain this by the weakness of
communications with the front, and not the absence of a desire to inform the Chinese
comrades.

Unfortunately, Moscow is also receiving fragmentary and tardy information about the
military situation in Korea through its ambassador in Pyongyang. As is evident, this is
the result of the fact that the Korean People's Army is still young, inexperienced, and
the Korean command's communications with the troops is poor, by virtue of which the
Korean comrades themselves analyze the situation at the front poorly and with a
great delay. It ought to be remembered that the Korean People's Army [inserted by
hand: like the Communist Party] is too young and has a total of three months'
experience of war. Considering this circumstance one needs to be surprised at those
serious successes which the Korean People's Army has had in the war with
well-armed foreign troops.

Second. Of course, the loss of Chemulpo is a great minus, but this minus is explained
by the fact that the Korean People's Army has to fight not only with the troops of
Syngman Rhee but also with British and American forces, with their air forces, and
with their navy, which creates new additional difficulties. Without doubt, if the Korean
People's Army was dealing only with the domestic forces of Syngman Rhee there
would have been no loss of Chemulpo and Korea would long been cleansed of
reactionaries.

Third. As regards the opinion of the Chinese comrades presented by Zhou Enlai
regarding measures to eliminate the enemy which has landed and the creation of a
strong group of forces with withdrawing large forces from the front to the north, we
find these views to be correct.

For our part, we think that:

a) the measures being pursued up to now by the command of the Korean People's
Army in the region of Seoul tell of an underestimation by it of the entire seriousness
of the operation undertaken by the enemy. One cannot assume that, having begun
this operation, the enemy will limit himself to only the forces of a first landing party.
The presence of a large number of ships allows him to conduct a subsequent
reinforcement of the Seoul sector with troops with the goal of cutting off the forces of
the Korean People's Army and thereby isolating the main front from the supply bases;

b) in the conditions of the serious situation which has been created in the region of
Chemulpo and Seoul the tactic of throwing and using individual battalions and
regiments is incorrect and harmful, since it leads only to the destruction of these
battalions and regiments piecemeal and does not on any account solve the question
as a whole;



c) the elimination of the danger which has been created might be solved by the
immediate withdrawal of considerable forces to the region of Seoul from the main
front and the creation of a strong front in the region of Seoul north and east of it;

d) in the southeast the troops ought to cross over to an active defense, with the
missions of not allowing a breakthrough by the enemy in the direction of Seoul.

We made Cde. Kim Il Sung aware of these views on 18 September through our
ambassador in Pyongyang.

Fourth. As regards the possibility of solving the Korean question peacefully, it seems
to us that the recent complications of the military situation in Korea in connection
with the landing in the region of Chemulpo still further complicate the possibility of
settling the Korean question peacefully. Our delegation at the General Assembly
session has a directive to persistently defend the proposals of the Soviet Government
and the Chinese Government about a peaceful settlement of the Korean question.

Fifth. Like the Chinese comrades, we think that the Americans will continue a policy of
not allowing the representatives of People's China in the UN. Our delegation at the
General Assembly has a directive to insistently seek the expulsion of the
representatives of the Kuomintang group from the UN and allowing the
representatives of the People's Republic of China into the United Nations.

Telegraph about the results of your conversation with Zhou Enlai.
At the instructions of headquarters [instantsiya] GROMYKO

[Translator's note: a draft version of the above cable follows with changes inserted by
hand]

rus1950_09-23



