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STENOGRAMA

discutiilor avute cu ocazia primirii de cdtre tovarigul
Nicolae Ceaugescu, a presedintelui Comitetului Executiv
al Organizatiei de Eliberare a Pales

'8

inei, Yaser Arafat.

- Cairo,

Au participat tovarisii
vicepresedinte al Consiliului

membru supleant al im-adjunct al sefului

Sectiei Internafiona
; 4 ¥

QOaspetele bru al

Comitetului Executiv geful Sectiei

Internafionale

wceput la orele 18,00 $i s-au terminat

Yaser Arafat:
Trebuia s# ne intilnim mai de mult.

Tov.Nicolae Ceausescu:

Sint de acord, dar este bine gi acum.
Yaser Arafat:

Trebuia s& ne intilnim in Alegeria, ins# condifiile din
zond nu ne-au permis aceasta. Am avut o intilnire In Tugoslavia.
B ;ﬂﬁhﬂ !oﬁutti de intilnirea aceasta.




]

Yaser Arafat:
Discutia cu noi, tovaridge, ar trebui s# fie lungh.
8int fericit s& mid Iintilnesc cu un tovar#dg dintre tovarigii
care acordd o mare atentie luptei poporului nostru.

Poporul nostru incd din 1948 a avut mari greut#ti in lupta
pe care a dus-o., In 1948 a fost luat8 o parte din Yara noastra
gl s-a creat ceea ce se numegte Israelul, formind din aceasta
0 problem# a refugiatilor care numérd un milion §i un sfert de

refugiati. O altd parte a fost anexatid la Iordania, intr-un mod

care nu a fost recunoscut de Liga statelor arabe.

¢d aveam in faf# dou#d solutii - sau s# capitulZm sau si continusm

lupta pentru a reveni in patria noastr#. Desigur, daci ati fi fosf
dumneavoastrd in locul nostru ati fi ales calea lupftei si nieci
unul dintre oameni nu credec¥d noi sintem impotriva evreilor
ca religie sau ca oameni, ins# sintem impbtriva sionismului
care ne-a luat o parte din fara noastr# si a fdcut ca poporul
nostru si devind refugiati gi férid s# aib¥ o rezolvare.

Noi sintem un popor care este forta vietii; degi sintem
un popor care acum avem refugiati, ins# proportia de oameni

c

care au studiat este/m:?/mare dintre statele arabe. Poporul
nostru, care are 3 milioane de locuitori, are 7o mii de oameni
la studii.

itk ‘iﬁ“iyﬁiyﬁlt 17 ani ca 0.N.U. s& ne rezolve problema

"




e
Thdelungatl, Stim profunzimea probl

Yolere international

&8 Bulgl factori sint apotriva nosstré, fie pe plan inters

Rational, fie pe plan arad, Ace nt rentati de agenfii

faperialismului 201 astrl, Stim, enes, cf sint
factori tarna W » # senfiones
goen ce v ar n zile. Cind a fost
fntre! : ) are o

ol T‘- €

" . Fie e : pLe -

oy an ri. P ndoinlt

el 1 X 8. Noi nu

an sus i L ®, T L) ectiv
gresrea unual t P tinjian, ' r puviejuiasci
susulsenili, evr i tinii n o8 ezal $i in mod fratesc,
Erf urd gi fars discrimivare In ce privegte culoarea §i religia.

¥oi suminm teritoriul nostru om un teritoriu al

fis on phalnt al pacii, insd nu pe socotenls sltora. Noi invitam

po mmu pogtrd ad tralescd asa cup triim noi. Poate vreunul




vointa gi forta lor in

ge schimbd In toatd lumea si

fgi d# seama de ace: Noi

sta,

g1 schimbidri de ascum incolo.

America nu pot intotdeauna gi

aceanti

cel

ce

apuneim

zond,

Buropa, & cucerit Jumitate din Rusia, o parte din Africs,
in final a fost zdrobit gi popoarele au triumfat., Israelul gi
de acum Tnainte sid-gi impuné

Aceste conditid

intelege migcarea

ca

vor

ale forfei
istoriei

avea loc mutatii

V& rog sd mA intelegeti, tovaridge, ci4 atunci cind am
propus crearea unui stat palestinian ne-au trebuit trei ani |
1
88 convingem statele arabe chiar pe palestinienii ingini,
i
insd sintem revolufionari gi luptém pentru aceasta. i'
Tov.Nicolae Ceaugescu:
Ce teritoriu ar trebui si cuprindd acest stat palestinian?
Yaser Arafat:
Toatd Palestina pe care noi am locuit-o inainte de 1948,
Noi am trdit impreun#d cu ei inainte de 1948, Hrau arabi, englezi

gl evrei,

Tov.Nicolae Ceaugescu:

8i in ce granita era, nu-mi mai aduc aminte?

Yaser Arafat:

De la Mare pin# fn sudul Libanului gi golful

Achabdba,



At g o

afi rid#, In 1939 cind se discuta

stat israelian pe teritoriul nostru, unii efi de state arabi

rideau., Insd dup# %o de » devenit o realitate gi

alti ie ani lumea se va schimba. Stim ci existd o

de a lua acordul Palestinei, ntr , semna si recunocagte faptul

fmplinit, realitatea de ac - 1 ca icru sd-1 i
unct de v b3 ir inc e veds le niar

n unul dintre 1 2 1 C

palestinian tat au . ! L e

continu#
Israelul cunosc¢ acest lucru.
am pierdut %% de mii
17 mii definufi in inchisori
de concentrare, unde sint copii, femei,
Aceasta egte o expunere scurtét asupra realitdgil
oa 88 puvem fncepe digcutia noastra,

_llod cerem tuturor oamenilor cinstiti din lume sl se

ze de partea noastrs, de partea acestui popor. Este




t

adev#irat, poporul nostru este mic, insi a prezentat mii de
Jertfe timp de 17 ani gi va continua 84 lupte., Aceasta nu

fnseamn#i cd noi acceptém faptul implinit gi este un lucru dovedit

o poporul nostru a fidecut o problemd ce a dus s# fach explozii

in zon#.

Cit timp mai avem?

Tov.Nicolae Ceaugescu:

Cam pind la 19,30.

Tovaridge, are bir ¢cid ne-a nt nit.
timpul nu va permite s& avem O liscutie prea larg#é, dar poate s
ajungem la o infelegere la o t entru o
convorbire ndelungati. 2i, consider E: ca o int e

preliminaré, ca in .
Yaser Arafat
e
>alutam Cé ta, (o} e.

in eate o

poporului palestin

considerim cd cererea populaftiei palestiniene de a-si put

niza viata de sine stititor, corespunzdtor
o cerere dreapti.
Yaser Arafab:

Aga este,

Tov.Nicolae Ceaugescu:

Problema care se pune este cum trobule si se realizeze



rigina

e

o B
Am ascultat aceanstd scurtd prezentare,din care am refinut
ofi migoarea de eliberare palestiniani se gindegte la un stat

democratic multinational, ca sf spun aga, Iin care s# convietuiasch

laolaltd palestinienii, e ii gl oz in care se gisesc In
aceastd zon#d., Sigur, C iedie, ¢ fel une principial
problema, cel putin la prima vedere, pare un lucru bun nsé

pro ) ’ ’

trebuie vizut gi stabil i1 ¢ ru a in la realizarea

acestul obiectiv. Totugi, trebule ¢ e ci de 1 b )
i d ili AT [ ( ) [ 1 ¢ utes
*ealiza cond orul ) - c
[} i de n t oare. I [ umad o Jju e
ora. ie imi place s Jord 3 foarte € 3 3 ar nci
asupra unor lucruri sin id sbite, nu am ot
Spun numal ceea Cé € ocuto Ul
i n cum , rurile,
itelor a 1 bl ive 5
ru 1 1, 8 3 o ! g e
cunoscute cit mai bine realitiifile, proble e aceea,
nu doresc yun acum decit nigte consi c tul ge rale,

Vedeti, eate totugi un fapt ci din 1948 s-a
statul israelian; pe drept sau

de discutat. Romfinia nu a contribuit

oy are nici o réspundere. Insd cind judeclm acum probdl

88 tinem seama de situafia care existi. Aga cum 3 tovara-

gul Arafat, nu se poate pune problema arunchrii evreilor in Mare.




=B

Tov.Nicolae Ceaugescu:

Pornind de aici, ar trebui v#dzut ce trebuie flcut s# se
ajungld la lichidarea actualei stéri de lucruri, c# poporul

palestinian nu are o organizare a sa proj

ocupe de dezvol

foart

sint

et incd o dat¥d - si ace
a RomBniei gi a Partidului Comunist
poi considerfim ci este necesar s# se asi
condifii de a-gi asipura viat# de sine
acest punct de vedere, noi considerim c# ceri
palestinlnne este o cerintll dreaptd i o sustinem.

Dar, ca 88 vA spun ¢instit, din felul In care se desfiso




Cu multi ani in urmd, cu peste loo de ani, gi poporul
romiin & avut problemele aale legat de unitatea nationald. Dac
ne uit#im la alte popoare, 3im de asemenea O experienté destul
de interesantd, insi toatd experienta a aritat gi aratd cé pentru
a asigura succesul luptei este necesar de a preciza bine obiecti~-
vele si de a fi cit mai clari i a lega problema aceas ta de
existenya unui teritoriu condus, in care a opor u acel

popor si-gi poati a viat# de sine stitdtor.

Tov.Nicolae Ceau

Sigur, pentru aceasta
V-am spus, nu cunosc
acestea cu reprezent
mi-sr fi greu si
Insi ca s4 ajungdl un stat cum 11 ginditi dumneavoastré,
s se cadd de acord cu populatia israeliand, evreiasca
eregtinii; dar cregtinii sint putini. Deci,
cu Israelul.
Yagser Arafat:

Deci, cregterii arabi, Chiar gi in conducerea acestel

olutii, la cel mai inalt nivel, se mlsesc meesti erestini,

sint cregbini arabi. Dac lulm Comitetul Central al
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Tov.Nicolae Ceaugescu:

tocmai pornind de la necesitatea comstituir

se pune problema de &

poporului

elabora o orient e e t poporul inian gi sa
spunsi - uite, acesta este primul obie Obiectivul final este
uan stat democr: ina al. ceast ipune cd in ecadrul
acestei populay e onj t 1i ! 0
dey i - 1 1 . 1 i vreiascd
1a fel.

& -~ un "l .

dezvoltd acum, primul pas pentru a

ida

independenta este si se constituie in state de sine stitEtosre
§i 84 se poatd guverna sau autoguverna.

Vedeti, eu v-ag fi putut spune: avetyi dreptate, este




lupvel
0u suocen gl foryele atnt impAryite yi risipite, Bu, dueh ay £i
o sonduoeres Migodrii de Xliberare a Palestinel, ag pornil d& alel.
Zasor Avaruby

Qum am puten

fis pe maly

g4 84 ne slarifichn

Lager Arafat,

MA bBuourf sceasts invitatie, tovarfge, Aoensts inpeamnd

0N tovartgul Osaugescu i tovarfgii din “arvidul Oosunist Bomds

gl peporul pomin simpatiseass cu oauss poporulul palestinisn,




Stiu cd despre romfini s-au spus multe; se mal spun gi acum;
recent am citit o gtire c# chiar Intr-un ziar din ILiban a apirut
04 noi am fi cumpirat avioane din Israel; se spune c& am cumpira
sah oA am vinde armament Israelului. Sigur, toate acestea sint
prostii gi nu le acorddm atentie. Este adevdrat cé noi avem
prelatii cu Israelul. Israelul este un ¢ at membru al O.N.U. gi
o datd am si vd explic cum privim noi problema relatiilor intre
state si de ce o privim aga. Acum nu avem timp. In acelagi
timp ins#d infelegem cerintele populatiei palestiniene ca cerinte
drepte. Problema intr-adevdr este de a se géisi calea pentru
realizarea acestui deziderat, gi nu intr-o perioad#d indep#rtati,
pentru ci a spune o si treacd 30 de ani -~ sigury, iIn istorie
nu este mult 30 de ani, dar tinind seama de conditiile in
iwi

care tr¥ieste poporul palestinian trebuie daté nu o perspecti

peste 30 de ani, ci o perspectivd care se poate realiza intr-o

perioadd scurtd, fiind - aga cum am spus - ca 0 primi etap# in

dezvoltarea gi realizarea telului final.

Yaser Arafat:
Tovarfige, cum am spus, noi gtim ci in fata poporului
palestinian avem o cale grea gi indelungati. Noi lupt#m foarte

mult pe mai multe planuri. Am inteles de la tovarigul c# are

iﬂtln‘pintru a iegi din aceastf situatie. La ce vi ginditi?
R RLECERREA




g S8 e

P . ‘Acest lucru este important pentru c# este gtiub cd nici o

problems nu poate s# reugeasci % prieteni. Noi ne aflém intr-o

nltim¥ faz# de luptd din 1965 gi vrem s& obtinem o rezolvare., Noi

Au militdm pentru rizboi; nu s
pentru patrie, pentru poporul
roman ar fi fost

lucru. Este

88 luptdm si

primit nu ne-au

noastri.

e& gtiti 4

israeliene; mii

Noi am pierdut unii oameni

materiale, ins

angajezi ori pierzi ori cigtigi,

atingerea f%elului propus. Au

Aceasta nu inseam 4 noi

pentru poporul nostru. Din p#cate, pin¥ acum

legitimatie, f&r# un teritoriu al nostru.
Condifiile prin care am trecut au fost

dupd cum am mai spus - poporul nostru nu are

ins# noi luptém

foarte grele, Iinsi -

ce pierde; forta

imperialistd i sionist¥ a fHécut ca poporul nostru s3 stea in

corturi gi de aceea el este dispus sd lupte. Ceea ce putem pierde,

ﬁi’inﬁereseqza, pentru ¢4 nu avem multe acum. Astizi este

,aﬁm se gonte vedea cf S.utr—adev&r noi nu avem acum o




_Miine noi avem un congrese nafional palestinian. Ag tn‘ﬁ
nu are obiectiuni, s# trimita:
ambasadorul sau un delegat la acest congres al nostru. Am saluta

aceat lucru.

Tov.Nicolae Ceauges

Cu plicere.

a putea sf-gi organizeze viata in

mea, ace es prima problemi

va g1 greutate gi va crea

luptei gi realizarea obiectivului final, de

democratic multinational. Eu n-ag putea spune uite aga sau

pentru cli ar insemna s# spun lucruri nereale, pentru cit nu

tnnlitutan gi nu obignuiesc si fac aga ceva. “ind ne

pﬂr!rv o lpuncn nhunui oind am ne-am documentat, oind




Saprégtiatd In diferite pAryi, nu se poste afirms, Sigury

‘5B popor hotirft al lupte, 83 des jertfe, dar acestes treduie

a8 ducld la un rezultat,
de la virvsta

aste O lege _ ™ i - n
Yietpamul de Sud, de exemplu, apta impo g ricanilor
gi guvernului reacjionmar din Saigon a dus la forsares

Guverpului Revolutionar Provizoriuw pentru terl
de Sod, intrisd Im lupth cu alth basd gi slte perspective.

#s pun problesas eu totul principial, pentru oi nu pot spune
ﬁniti alel sau alei. Trebuie avet In vedere ta poporal

‘88 aibi o perdpectivi gi st Cie Tealissdild imediat,
> M ' l&mnuncmuuwg..




=116 = B
nian este un popor de 3 milioane, Gn pbpor

care, dupsd cite stiu, cu multe calit#yi gi trebuie &% V& gindifi

Poporul palesti

i lui, s#-1 punefi

dumneavoastra, cei care sint

spus cé

poate face

colaborare.

Aceasta va da autoritate poporul 1

articipe

Dupd cum am mai spus, eu salut ac

un acord de principiu asupra aces jizite.

acest lucru trebuie s#-1 supunem Comitetului
salutim invitatia $i agteptém detalii privind aceasth i

Tov.Nicolae Ceaugescu:

Acestea sint detaliile: veniti, discutam si stabilim ©




Acesta este un lucru scump pentru orice luptitor al nostrus
de asemenes, pentru poporul nostru care yrea si gfigeasci un

prieten in acest marsg al

Ati spus ecd carea revolutionarf

§i am inteles cii fentru o ghisi o solufie,

trebuie bine revolutia palestiniant

gare lup tr-adevt aceagtil

divizare le slibiciune,
o fort#,

insd in acestei slébici 1 g ybe ®i

pentru ci aceaste 2tlionam an toaté
zona.

Tov.Nicolae Ceaugesc

Poate.

Yaser Arafat:

Aceasta intr-o anumit#d etapi
din sl#biciunea noastrid o fort#. Datoritid acestei divizlr
fi trebuit sid se termine cu poporul palestinian, insfi am

o foryi.

Tov.Nicolae Ceaugescu:

Polositi aceasti forth pentru a obtine rezultate
concrete. Menyinerea acestei stiri timp indelungst nu e

favoarea poporului palestinian,

;gl 'gyp et sinteyd unul dintre militantii
ial, vreau s vA spun of conditiile luptei




solutii -~ militarsd sau diplomatic#. Noi nu discutim acum cales
militard, pentru ci aceasta inseamn# sd distrugem ; noi nu

cunoastem o misuri. Noi credem intr-o lupt# de eliberare

indelung o sferd lar V4 rog s& md corectati dacl

aceasta este o greseald a tré. Cred cid dacd ar trebul gHsits

ta presupune un amestec international

Tov.Nicolae Ceaugescu:

In zoni

ik Yaser Arafat:

ﬁi Este adevirat.

Tov.Nicolae

l Si, s8 v# spun drept, nu contribuie la solufionarea

‘ problemelor din Orientul Apropiat, ci le complici.

= Yaser Arafat:

Intr-adevidr, aga este.

Tov.llicolae Ceaugescu:

Tocmai de aceea trebuie avut in vedere ca poporul
palestinian s& poat¥ juca un rol el insugi pentru a-gi solutiona
problemele, 8i primul lucru, dupd pirerea mea, este de & udqnq

: ‘ !4” y ] ’ intr—q unitate. el




%49 -

p N "
nsugi, o organizare ca atare. Aceasta va face 84~-gi poath |

guvintul In problemele internationale gi sd asctioneze in
unitar.

Yaser Arafat:

Dar, tovardge, nu S-4 ut ajunge o intelegere

W cu ocazia vizitei

poporulul nos TI

americano-sovieticd pe sea

1ui NWixon la Moscova?

ticd nu va admite O

Eu nu cred, pentru ca Uniunea ic& nu
é asemenea situagie. Cre ci pentru a preveni o rezolvare
peste capul poporului pales cu
i s% se acthloneze 1n

Hussein cu un prog

si se firdmigeazd fortele. De ce

problema in min#? Deocamdatd, s& ne

o nafiune palestiniand cu un guvern propriu si pe baza

g5 discutim si cu unii gi cu altii gi sd ne

de lupt# pentru o solufionare generald. Atunci va da o altd

perspectivi gi poporului palestinian, dar
celelalte state arabe gi cu Israelul gi cu toate popoarele lumii.
Altfel veyi putea discuta.

Yaser Arafat:

Este sdevdrat, insd aplicarea acestei soluyii are

_nevoie de multe lucruri.



Farouk Quddoumi:

Palestina are doud piryi - partea occidentald gi partea

oriental#é. Acesta este teritoriu palestinian i pe el traiegte

populatie palestiniansi. Am avut Gaza gi partea orientald
pe riul Iordan, unde populafia palestiniansi este in proportie

de 70% si de asemenea acest teritoriu este ocupat de Israel.

Yaser Arafat:

Sint 400.000 palestinieni

Farouk Quddoumi:

Pédrd indoiald, cum a spus si tovarisul, existenta
Palestinei presupune si aib# gi teritoriu i un popor care
«88 existe pe acest teritoriu. Dupd cite am inteles,acea
este problema pe care a pus accent tovarigul Ceausescu.
avem dou& probleme - este problema Hussein si pentru
0 problems de timp pentru imperialismul american
g$1 a doua problemd este existenta ocupatiei israeliene pe
aceste teritorii. Deci, calea luptei armate rimine singura cale
pentru asigurarea realizirii scopului nostru. Ce s-ar intimpla
daci am anunta, de exemplu, formarea unui guvern palestinian

provizoriu?

Tov.Nicolae Ceaugescu:




fi indrumate corespunzitor.

‘Yaser Arafab:

V4 multumim pentru aceasti discutie.

Tov.Nicolae Ceaugescu:

Incd o datd vd spun ci toate acestea sint numai consideratii

generale, nu cunosc situatia si nu am pretentia s& afirm c&
am spus cum este mai bine.
Yaser Arafat:

re principiald, o incercare de a ajunge

nc

Deci, este o
Pt la o concepthie comund.

noastri. Dupi cum

©

Noi salut#m orice sprijin in problem

ati spus, tovar#ge, lupta impotriva imperialismului este comuné.,

thamez e€s

Consider ci victoria obtinutd de poporul vi

pentru cauza noastri.

Tov.Nicolae Ceaugescu:

De acord.

Yaser Arafat:

Noi, ca migcare, intreprindem sprijin pentru multe
migedri de eliberare din Africa gi acesta este cel mai bun

quiain pentru noi. Cind primim sprijinul lor, noi actiontm

 Intr-adevér, fird prieteni nu putem

rie, Poporul vietnamez numai asa a
1 ns¥ fird un ajutor al



lt‘ailor nu s-ar fi ajuns la ceva.

Dupd oum ayi spus, trebuie sd punem in fala

obiective clarve, calea pe care trebuie sii mergem. Eu sint de

agord cu ceea ce a spus tovar regedinte ¢ nu trebuie S8

luptim pentru ca poporul nostru si moari ci pentru a-gi
pPOY '
infiptui telurile sale.
Vi multumim, domnule ceea ce ne-ati

spus,

viid ste trecut de ora 19,3%0, insit a fost © iiscutie
foarte importanti noi gi am cam abl t de timpul dv.
Noi dorim sd contir cutia oriecind, ru a discuta si

intelege mai bine gindurile noastre, pentru 1C O un
aprijin mai mare poporul nostru, spri car 1 asteapti.
Tov.Nicolae Ceaugescu:
Vi agteg la Bucuresgti s# discutim. Afi fost n

Tugoslavia; de acolo mai era o or#t de drum. Dacl plecati

opriti niciiieri.

eu avionul de aici, veniti direct, fira
Noi avem avionul nostru care face curse pindl aici. Vi urcati
$n avion gi in patru ore sinteti in Bucuregti, unde putem

discuta pe indelete, iar in alte patru ore vid intoarcefi. Cu

a8t prilej o si cunoagbteti ceva i despre Rominia, despre




Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English

Minutes of

conversation between comrade Nicolae Ceausescu and the President of the Executive
Committee of the Palestine Liberation Organization, Yasser Arafat, in Cairo

- April 5 1972 -

Comrades lon Patan, member of the Central Committee of the RCP, Vice-President of
the Council of Ministers, Stefan Andrei, deputy member of the Central Committee of
the RCP, first deputy of the International Section of the Central Committee of the RCP
attended the meeting.

[Yasser Arafat] was accompanied by Farouk Kaddoumi, member of the PLO Executive
Committee, Rebhi Kha'Wash, head of the International Section of Fatah.

The meeting started at 18:00 and ended at 19:30.

Nicolae Ceausescu: Here we are! We [finally] meet!

Yasser Arafat: We should have met a long time ago!
Nicolae Ceausescu: | agree, but it's [better late than never].

Yasser Arafat: We were supposed to meet in Algeria, but local conditions did not allow
us to. We met in Yugoslavia. We are very content with this meeting.

Nicolae Ceausescu: So are we; truthfully, our visit to Egypt is coming along very
nicely.

We would like to hear what you have to say first.

Yasser Arafat: Our discussion, comrade Ceausescu, ought to be a very long one. | am
very happy to meet one of the comrades who pay a great deal of attention to the
struggle of our people.

Ever since 1948, our people has encountered great difficulties in its struggle. In 1948,
a part of our country was taken away, and the state of what [people] call Israel was
created, giving rise to the refugee problem, which [affects] 1,250,000 people.
Another part [of our country] was annexed by Jordan, by means which were not
recognized by the Arab League. Undoubtedly, we are presented with two alternatives:
either to capitulate, or to continue our struggle to go back to our homeland. Of
course, if you had been in our position, you would have chosen to fight, and nobody
believes that we [fight] against Jews as a religion, or as a people; we [fight] against
Zionism, which took a part of our country and turned our people into refugees, with
nowhere to go.

We are a people which is the [driving] force of life; although we are a people with
refugees, we have the largest share of educated people among the Arab states. Our
people, which amounts to 3 million people, has 70,000 students. We waited 17 years
for the UN to solve our problem and for public opinion to come to our rescue, but
people did not focus their entire attention on us. This is why we started our armed
struggle in 1965.

We know that our struggle is no ordinary thing. We are aware that [our struggle] is a
long-term [struggle]. We are aware of the depth of our problem from an international
point of view and from an Arab point of view. We are aware the odds are against us,



either on the international stage, or in the Arab world. These [factors] are
represented by the agents of imperialism in our region. We also know that there are
international factors against us. | must mention what President Johnson said once.
When asked about the fate of the Palestinian people, he said that ‘the [Palestinians]
are lucky to still walk on Earth and be alive.'

Since 1965, we are active and we persist in our struggle. Since we started our
struggle, in the 7 years that passed, we have not been defeated. Undoubtedly, we
[started] from a progressive, not reactionary, idea. We did not say we would drive the
Jews into the sea, but our objective is the creation of a Palestinian state, in which
Muslims, Jews, and Christians coexist on an equal and brotherly basis, without any
hatred, without any discrimination based on skin color or religion. We call our territory
a territory of peace, and we want it to be the land of peace, but not to the detriment
of other [peoples]. We invite our enemies to live the way we live. Some may say: ‘you
will never defeat Israel; you are [just] a people', [but] that is alright. But to this we
add one thing: we are aware of [our] Arab [roots], we are the driving force of the Arab
nation. Maybe the United States and Israel can impose their [own] will through their
military might, but winning one battle does not mean winning the war in its entirety.
We see it as a long-lasting battle. We know that Nazism spread across Europe,
conquered half of Russia, a part of Africa, but in the end it was crushed, and the [free]
peoples were triumphant. Israel and the United States cannot always impose their will
and their influence in this region. The [balance] of forces in the world is changing and
those people who understand the dynamics of history realizes that [it changes]. We
think there will be transformations and changes from now on [too].

Please understand, comrade [Ceausescu] that when we had proposed the creation of
a Palestinian state, it took us three years to convince Arab states and even
Palestinian themselves, but we are revolutionaries and we [keep] fighting for this.

Nicolae Ceausescu: What territory should this Palestinian state be comprised of?

Yasser Arafat: The entire Palestine in which we lived before 1948; we lived together
with them before 1948. There were Arabs, British people, and Jews.

Nicolae Ceausescu: And which were its borders? | can't recall[...]

Yasser Arafat: From the Mediterranean to the south of Lebanon and the Gulf of
Aqgaba.

Nicolae Ceausescu: Whose was the Gulf of Agaba?

Yasser Arafat: It was Palestine's. It is a well-known fact. It may be that some of the
people who live in Palestine now, when they hear what | just say, burst into laughter.
In 1939, when the creation of the state of Israel on our territory was discussed, some
Arab heads of state were laughing. But 30 years later, [the state of Israel] became a
reality and in 30 years from now, the world will change. We are aware that there is an
attempt to have Palestine's consent for signing off [what happened] and recognize a
‘fait accompli', the reality that exists now, but from a Palestinian point of view, none
of us can do such a thing. This Palestinian people has been fighting continuously for
the past 23 years. You have no idea how much we had to suffer.

Our people lived in tents; even now it lives in tents. It suffered from an economic,
material and moral point of view, [it had] no country, no legitimacy; moreover, it was
cast away [from everywhere]. We have nothing to lose, and if we are to lose our
tents, let's lose them, but we know one thing, we are aware of our [influence] in the
region. We say that there will be no peace in the Middle East as long as our people
keeps living in tents.



We started our struggle with 17 guns; now we have tens of thousands of weapons;
even in Jordan, where [we] clashed with the [Jordanian] forces, weapons remain in our
hands. King Hussein, the United States and Israel are aware of this [situation]. In the
past three years, we lost 33,000 martyrs. We have 17,000 prisoners in Israeli jails,
and 25,000 families in concentration camps, where [they] hold children, women and
men.

This was a short expose on our realities, so that we can start our conversation.

We ask all people of good faith in the world to be on our side, on the side of this
people. It is true, our people is not numerous, but it withstood thousands of casualties
for the past 17 years, and it will continue to fight. This means we will not recognize
the ‘fait accompli' and it has been proven that our people gave birth to an explosive
problem for the region.

How much time do we have left?
Nicolae Ceausescu: We have until around 19:30.

Comrade [Arafat] | am glad we met. | think time will not allow us to have too long a
conversation, but maybe we reach an agreement to meet at a later time, for a longer
discussion. So, | see this as a preliminary meeting, so to say.

Yasser Arafat: We salute [your proposal], comrade [Ceausescu].

Nicolae Ceausescu: Of course, the struggle of the Palestinian people is also a very
important issue among matters related to the Middle East. We believe that the
demand of the Palestinian people to organize its life independently, according to its
own wishes, is a just demand.

Yasser Arafat: That is true.

Nicolae Ceausescu: The issue is how to achieve this desire. | listened to your short
presentation, and | noted that the Palestinian liberation movement wants to create a
multinational democratic state, so to say, which would bring together Palestinians,
Jews, and Christians who live in this area. Needless to say, as an idea, as a principle,
this looks, at a first glance, as a good thing, but it remains to determine the ways and
means to achieve this goal. [One] must, however, start from the existing situation,
and [it must] be decided first how to take action so as to achieve the conditions for
the Palestinian people to live an independent life. We've only known each other for
half an hour. I like to talk very openly; even then when there are divergent views on
an issue, | do not tell my interlocutor what he wants to hear. Some [tell their
interlocutors only what they want to hear]; but | like to tell [people] how | see things,
given the information available at a certain moment in time. To have a sound
judgment on an issue, one must know the reality [on the ground], the [actual] issues
as thoroughly as possible. For this reason, all | want to say now are only generalities.

You see, it is nonetheless a fact that the state of Israel was created in 1948; it
remains to be seen if it was a just or unjust [act]. Romania did not contribute to its
creation, so it bears no responsibility. But when we [analyze] the situation, we must
start from the realities on the ground. As comrade Arafat said, [we cannot] talk about
driving Jews into the sea.

Yasser Arafat: That is exactly what we say as well.



Nicolae Ceausescu: Starting from here, one should see what can be done to abolish
the current state of affairs, since the Palestinian people does not have its own
administration, and cannot manage its own economic and social development, [and]
ensure an independent life.

The idea of a democratic Palestinian state seems in general very appealing, but as far
as | know, Palestinians are now scattered on various territories; they live in Jordan,
Israel, Syria, Lebanon, Egypt.

Yasser Arafat: They live in all Arab countries; [you] can even find them in Latin
America.

Nicolae Ceausescu: [| was enquiring about those] territories [where they are] the
majority of the population. In these conditions, it remains to be seen how the unity of
these forces can be achieved, so as to act independently.

| repeat - this is not [a recent] position that Romania and the Romanian Communist
Party adopted; we have always thought it necessary to ensure the Palestinian people
the proper conditions to live an independent life. So, from this point of view, we
believe that the demand of the Palestinian population is just and we support it.

But to be honest, judging from the way things are going now, | cannot see any
prospects for achieving this unity of all these forces. You see, the question of national
unity can be posed in various ways, taking into account the historic and concrete
conditions of each place.

Many years ago, more than 100 years ago, the Romanian people had its own issues
regarding national unity. If we look at other peoples, we can find rather interesting
experiences as well, but all this experience has showed that in order to achieve
victory, one must spell out the objectives [of the fight] and be clear about [these
objectives], and [one must] link this question to a territory [under their control], in
which this or that people can independently organize its own life.

Yasser Arafat: How could this be achieved?

Nicolae Ceausescu: Of course, [to be able to make any suggestions], | must know the
situation [on the ground] very well. | told you, | do not know these issues very well, |
have never discussed these issues with Palestinian representatives before and it
would be hard for me to tell you that the solution is this or that. But to form a state as
you conceive it, there must be an agreement with the Israeli, Jewish population, and
with the Christians; but there are few Christians [anyway]. So [you must] reach an
agreement with Israel.

Yasser Arafat: So [with] Arab [Christians]. Even among the leaders of this revolution
one can find these Christians, but they are Arab Christians. If we look at the Executive
Committee of the Palestine Liberation Organization, we have two Arab Christians
there. The issue for us is not religion, but the question of the nation, of the homeland.

Nicolae Ceausescu: | understand that, and it is precisely because of the necessity to
form the Palestinian people in an orderly fashion that the problem of how to unite the
entire Palestinian people and to say - look this is our objective - arises. The final
objective is the creation of a multinational democratic state. But this entails that the
Palestinian population is completely autonomous - from a cultural and various other
points of view. The same [applies] to the Jewish population.

Yasser Arafat: That is exactly what we say as well.



Nicolae Ceausescu: To get [to that objective], one should start, so to say, with the
formation of the Palestinian people as a nation. This also implies a government and a
territory, without giving up [to anything], but as a condition for achieving the final
objective. | am only talking about this issue in principle. | am not at all saying that this
is how it must be done; | do not know the situation well and | am only saying that,
from our own experience, and from the experience of other peoples, this was the

path [taken]. | am looking at certain African peoples [undergoing the process of]
development, the first step towards organization and independence is to form
independent states and to govern or to govern themselves.

See | could have told you: you're right, it is a good slogan. But | did not do so
because, if | had not told you what | think, | would not have acted like a communist,
like a revolutionary. Take a look at what has happened so far. Palestinians in Jordan
were subjected to repression; [those who live] in Lebanon suffered the same
[treatment] in certain respects; in Israel the same. So, anyway, this [method] has
negative repercussions on successfully waging the struggle and [your] forces are
divided and scattered around. If | were a leader of the Palestine Liberation
movement, | would start from here.

Yasser Arafat: Still, [I wonder] what can we do [?] Still we live, as comrade
[Ceausescu] just said, in Arab countries; also on the territory occupied by Israel.

Nicolae Ceausescu: There is still the possibility that on a certain Palestinian territory
or on a territory that used to belong to Palestine all these forces or the majority of
these forces unite and form their own leadership. Then the struggle and the
bargaining power in relation to the Jews and the other Arab states would be different.
Of course, there is only one single, united, brotherly Arab nation, but still [they] are
constituted as states, and each has its own problems.

| repeat, | do not know the situation [on the ground]. We hope to have a more
[detailed] discussion [which would enable us] to understand [your] problems better.
And | would like to invite you to come to Romania, and we can sit down and talk for a
few days and clarify things, either on the sea shore, or in the mountains.

Yasser Arafat: | am very glad to [receive] this invitation, comrade [Ceausescu]. This
means that comrade [Ceausescu] and the comrades of the Romanian Communist
Party, as well as the Romanian people, are supportive of the Palestinian people's
cause.

Nicolae Ceausescu: We have been supportive from the beginning. We are the first -
and we have the documents to prove it- to say that the conflict in the Middle East
cannot be solved without finding and ensuring the [necessary] conditions for the free
life of the Palestinian people - and this is not just a formality, we really believe that.

| know people say lots of things about the Romanians; people keep talking; | recently
read an article in the Lebanese press about Romania buying planes from Israel; they
say we buy or that we sell weapons to Israel. Of course, all this is non-sense and we
do not pay attention to [these rumors]. It is true that we have relations with Israel.
Israel is a UN member-state, and one day, | will tell you how we see the issue of
relations between states, and why we see things this way. Now there is no time. At
the same time, we regard the demands of the Palestinian people as just demands.
The [main] problem is finding the ways to fulfill this desideratum, and not in the
distant future, because [it will not work] to say that 30 years must pass - it is true
that in history 30 years is not a lot - but given the conditions in which the Palestinian
people live, [they] need to have not a 30-year [time-span to look forward to], but
[objectives] which could be achieved in the short run, which would be - as | just said -
a first phase in the development and fulfillment of the final goal.



Yasser Arafat: Comrade [Ceausescu], as | previously said, we know that there is a
long and difficult path ahead of the Palestinian people. We fight on multiple levels. |
understood that comrade [Ceausescu] has only generalities to share with us, but
what do you have in mind to help the Palestinian people to find a way out of this
situation? Is this what you have in mind?

Nicolae Ceausescu: Yes.

Yasser Arafat: This is an important matter because it is known that such problems
cannot be solved without [the help of] friends. Since 1965, we have been in a final
phase of our struggle, and we want to find a resolution [to our situation]. We are not
militating for war; we are not fascists, but we are fighting for our homeland, for our
people, and | believe that if the Romanian people had been in our position, maybe
they would have done the same thing. It is a known fact that we kept fighting for the
past seven years, and that we have our own weapons. The blows we had been dealt
did not silence us, but on the contrary, it reinforces our strength. This was the case of
the latest fights in Southern Lebanon. | think you know about them. [We] faced the
Israeli armed forces for four days; thousands of bombs shelled our positions. We lost
some of our men in those fights, we lost materials, but when fighting, you either lose
or you win, you must fight until you reach the goals you were aiming for. We had
fought for six days. That does not mean that we fight for the sake of fighting; we fight
for the sake of our people. Unfortunately, we do not have legitimacy, since we do not
have a territory of our own.

The conditions we experienced have been very harsh, but - as | already mentioned -
our people has nothing to lose; imperialist and Zionist forces drove our people to live
in tents, and for this reason [our people] is willing to fight. We are not interested in
what we could lose, since we do not have much left. Now it is a fact that indeed, we
do not have a homeland. May | know, very broadly, what comrade President believes
about our homeland, or would you rather we talk about this afterwards?

Tomorrow we are holding a national Palestinian congress. If comrade [Ceausescu]
does not have any objections, | would like to ask comrade President to send his
ambassador or a delegate to our congress. We would welcome this.

Nicolae Ceausescu: With pleasure.

Yasser Arafat: Thank you, comrade. As | already mentioned, we want peace but the
only things we hold in our hands are weapons. | do not want to use poetic terms, but
our people wants to become a dignified people in this region. | would like to ask
comrade President to understand this situation as it is. As | have already said, we
want to continue our fight and achieve our objective.

Nicolae Ceausescu: | know the Palestinian people is a people with traditions, culture,
and for this reason it must do everything possible to organize its life independently.
To my mind, this is the first thing to tackle. This will add weight to your position and it
will create a real basis for continuing the fight and for achieving the final goal, [which
is] to create a democratic multinational state. | could not say [do] this or that,
because that would mean saying misleading things, as | do not know the reality [on
the ground], and | do not do this kind of things. When we give our opinion, we do so
only after having documented ourselves, [and] reached some conclusions, but in
principle, | believe it is a necessity to achieve the unity of the Palestinian people and
to organize its life [in such a way] to assert itself. Therefore, by preserving the current
state of affairs, as [the Palestinian] population is scattered all around the world, it
cannot assert itself. Of course, it is a people determined to fight, and sacrifice itself,
but all [these sacrifices] must be done with a certain outcome [in mind].



| have been in the revolutionary movement for 40 years, since the age of 13, but
when we were asking for sacrifices, we had to know why we were asking a people for
sacrifices. Of course, it is well said that ‘we do not have anything to lose', but this is
more a figure of speech, as [eventually] what are fighting for is a free life, and to
preserve the life of every human being. Only we care about people. The [purpose of]
your fight is precisely to give the Palestinian people a free life, [to enable it] to be the
master of its own fate, but one must first find those means [to achieve this goal] so
that sacrifices are made only when they must be made. For this reason, it must be
seen what can be done to [ensure] a new organizational basis for the Palestinian
people. Any liberation movement tends to have its own territory, even a temporary
one, to rule itself, to lead itself. Look at South Vietnam, for instance, the fight against
the Americans and the reactionary government in Saigon lead to the formation of the
Provisional Revolutionary Government on the territory of South Vietnam, which joined
the fighting from a different position and with different prospects.

I am talking about this strictly as a matter of principle, because | cannot tell you ‘do
this or that'. It must be borne in mind that the Palestinian people must have
something to look forward to, and this should be achievable right away. One must
reflect and ponder on this. Doing so will strengthen its authority in the world, in
international affairs, and so on.

The Palestinian people amounts to 3 million people, a people who, to my knowledge,
has many qualities, and you, the people who lead them, must think of ways that
would allow them to assert themselves as they ought to. You were right when you
said that the fulfillment of the goal you are fighting for cannot be achieved to the
detriment of another people, but by seeking ways to draw closer and collaborate. This
will grant authority to the Palestinian people, it will win over friends and will create
[the right] conditions for the fulfillment of its desires.

This is what | can tell you now.

| agree that one of our representatives attends your congress as an observer,
because we do not want to meddle in your internal affairs[;] if you think it is
necessary, you can come with a delegation to Romania and we will discuss [these]
matters [in more detail], so you can inform us [about what is happening] and then we
will see.

Yasser Arafat: As | already mentioned, | welcome this visit. So in principle, there is an
agreement on this visit. [The Romanian] comrades know that we must submit this
matter to the [approval] of the Central Committee, but we salute your invitation, and
we wait for [more] details about this invitation.

Nicolae Ceausescu: Here are the details: you come, we talk, and we establish a
cooperation [agreement] and then we decide what to do next.

Yasser Arafat: Thank you, comrade. Thank you for this interest [you take in our
movement].

This is a very precious matter for all of our fighters; also, for our people which is
seeking for a friend in its march.

You mentioned that you have been in the revolutionary movement for 40 years, and |
understand that fighting is not easy. To find a solution, [one] must think hard,
especially with respect to the Palestinian revolution which fights on several fronts.
Indeed, our division between [different] Arab [states] is a weakness, but despite this
weakness, it can also be a strong point, because it allows us to be active in the entire
region.



Nicolae Ceausescu: Maybe.

Yasser Arafat: This is [appropriate] for a certain phase of the struggle, | mean, we
turned this weakness into a strong point. Because of this division, the Palestinian
people should have been eliminated, but we turned it into a strong point.

Nicolae Ceausescu: Use this strong point to achieve concrete results. It is not in the
[interest] of the Palestinian people to maintain this state of affairs for a long time.

Yasser Arafat: Comrade [Ceausescu], because we know you are one of the important
militants on the international arena, | would like to tell you that the conditions of our
struggle are the most complex ones, because as a matter of fact this is what the
Palestinian question is all about: on the one hand, it is the Arab cause and on the
other hand, an international issue. We think this is a complicated issue and we must
think very hard about it. There would be two solutions for this question - a military
one and a diplomatic one. We are not talking about the military one now, because
this would mean destruction; we do not have any limits. We believe in a wide-ranging
long-lasting liberation struggle. Please correct me if | am wrong. | believe we should
find a diplomatic solution, this entails international interference in our region.

Nicolae Ceausescu: There is international interference in the region [already].
Yasser Arafat: That is true.

Nicolae Ceausescu: And, to be honest, [this interference] is not contributing to
[finding] a solution to the problems in the Middle East, but it [actually] complicates
them.

Yasser Arafat: That is indeed true.

Nicolae Ceausescu: This is why [one] must see that the Palestinian people can itself
play a role [in] solving its own problems. And the first thing [to do], to my mind, is to
bring them together, so to say, to [achieve] unity.

To be clear, | like to call a spade a spade: [the Palestinians must be brought together]
not under a generic unity like the Liberation Front, but a territorial unity, governed by
the people themselves, an administration as such.

Yasser Arafat: But, comrade [Ceausescu] Isn't there [the possibility] that the US and
the USSR strike a deal to our detriment on the occasion of Nixon's upcoming visit to
Moscow?

Nicolae Ceausescu: | do not think so, because the USSR will not allow it. But | believe
it is even more necessary to find a solution to the conflict along the lines | indicated,
if you want to prevent the resolution of the conflict behind the back of the Palestinian
people. Otherwise, Hussein came with a plan, someone else comes with [another]
plan, and so, [your] force crumbles. Why don't you take matters into your own hands?
For the time being, get together and constitute a Palestinian nation with its own
government, and starting from this, let us discuss with everybody and get ready for a
fight that will bring a comprehensive solution [to your problems]. This would give a
different perspective to the Palestinian people, but also in relation with other Arab
states and with all the peoples of the world. Then you will be able to sit down and
talk.

Yasser Arafat: Yes, it is true, but applying this solution entails many [other] things.



Nicolae Ceausescu: It is true but you must think about relying on your friends'
support, and it seems to me that this is the objective that can be achieved more
easily than any other [objective].

Farouk Kaddoumi: Palestine has two parts - the Western part and the Eastern part.
This is Palestinian territory and it is inhabited by Palestinian people. We had Gaza and
the West Bank of the Jordan river, where the Palestinians make up 70% of the
population, and Israel occupied even these territories.

Yasser Arafat: There are 400,000 Palestinians [in those territories].

Farouk Kaddoumi: Undoubtedly, as comrade [Ceausescu] said the existence of
Palestine implies a territory and a people to inhabit that territory. As far as |
understood, this is the problem that comrade Ceausescu underlined. In this respect,
we have two problems - [first] we have the problem Hussein [is posing] and for us,
this problem is a matter of time, because American imperialism props him up - and
the second problem is the existence of Israeli occupation in these territories. So the
path of armed struggle is the only way for us to achieve our goal. What would happen
if we announced, for instance, the creation of a provisional Palestinian government?

Nicolae Ceausescu: [A government] over a fixed territory.

Farouk Kaddoumi: The problem is to have a territory [which] does not include Israel.
And this is the problem we are facing [now].

Nicolae Ceausescu: Initially it will be difficult to include the whole of Israel. This is a
clear matter. If we don't start from here, then [we won't be able to] direct events on
the right path.

Yasser Arafat: Thank you for this discussion.

Nicolae Ceausescu: | am telling you once again that these are only generalities, | do
not know the situation [on the ground] and | do not claim | said all the right things.

Yasser Arafat: So this discussion is about principles, it is an attempt to reach a
common denominator.

We welcome any sort of support for our struggle. As you said comrade [Ceausescu],
we fight against imperialism together. | believe that the victory of the Vietnamese
people is reinforcement for our struggle.

Nicolae Ceausescu: | agree with you.

Yasser Arafat: We, as a movement, support many liberation movements in Africa, and
this is the best form of support for us. When we receive their help, we act together,
because peace and freedom are common causes. From this point of view, |
understood very well what comrade President wanted to say. Indeed, without friends
we cannot score any victory. This is how the Viethamese people scored [its] victories.
[The Vietnamese people] fights, but without its friends' help, it would not have
achieved anything.

As you said, we must present our people with clear objectives, [we must choose] the
path we will take. | agree with what comrade President said that we must not fight for
our people to die [purposelessly], but for the achievement of its goals.



Thank you, Mr. President, for everything you told us, for the support you are providing
our people with.

| can see it is past 19:30, but this was a very important discussion for us, and we
abused your time. We would like to continue this discussion whenever it is possible
[to do so], to talk and [help you] understand our thoughts better, so that [you can]
support our people even more, which is what our people [needs].

Nicolae Ceausescu: We will expect you in Bucharest to come and talk [to us]. You
were in Yugoslavia; it is another hour from there. If you take the plane, you will have
a direct flight, you do not need to stop anywhere. We have our plane which flies
directly to [Bucharest]. You get on the plane and in 4 hours you are in Bucharest,
where we can sit down and talk in detail, and in 4 more hours you are back. On this
occasion, you will get to know something about Romania, about the Romanian
people.

Yasser Arafat: Thank you.



