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Strict secret

STENOGRAMA

convorbirii dintre tovarisul Nicolae Ceausescu, secretar
general al Partidului Comunist Roman, si delegatia Comitetului
Executiv al Organizatiei pentru eliberarea Palestinei,
condusd de Yasser Arafat

- 14 februarie 1974, 3eirut -

Au participat, din partea romind, tovardgii Cornel
Burticd, lon Pitan, George Macovescu si Nicolae Uoicaru.

Din partea Organizaiiei pentru eliberarea Palestinei
au participat Yasser Abdou Rabou, membru al Comitetului Executiv,
reprezentant al organizatiei F.D.P.L.P., Abou Loutf, membru al
Comitetului Executiv, Abou Nidal, membru al Comitetului Executiv,
Zaheir Moksen, seful organizatiei SAIKA, Hanni Hassan, consilier

politic.

Yasser Arafat:
Dupd cum vedeti, sintem destul de mulii membri ai Comitetu-

lui Executiv al organizatiei noastre. Am fi vrut sa venim cu

totii, dar ne-am gindit cd am fi fost prea multi.
Vreau s3 vi transmit salutul Comitetului Executiv al

Organizatiei pentru eliberarea Palestinei, al tuturor membrilor

sai.

Tov.Nicolae Ceausescu:
Vi multumesc foarte mult. Sint bucuros si md Intilnesc

cu dv. si, totodatd, doresc s vd transmit un salut din nartea
Comitetului Executiv al C.C. al P.C.R., din partea conduceril
noastre de partid. Ne-ar fi ficut plicere sd vind toti membril
Comitetului Executiv, dar, poate, atunci cind veti veni in

Romania, veti veni cu totii.
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Yasser Arafat-

Lind vom veni la dumneavoastri, n Romdnia, vom veni
cu totii.

Tov.Nicolae Ceausescu-
Cu multa placere.

Yasser Arafat:

Desi acest palat apartine Republicii Libaneze noi
consideram cd este un palat al nostru. Noi am dori ca data
viitoare sd veniti si ne vizitati la lerusalim.

Tov.Nicolae Ceausescu:
De acord.

Yasser Arafat-:

Inteleg c@ am lansat o invitatie si ci 2 fost acceptata.

Tov.Nicolae Ceausescu-

Pentru mine va fi o mare hucurie sa fiu invitatul unui
stat palestinian independent.

Yasser Arafat-

Noi avem convingerea ci, cu ajutorul prietenilor noi putem
ajunge sd faurim acest stat, s3 ajungem la un stat democratic.

lov.Nicolae Ceausescus

Sigur cd pot face multe prietenii, dar, Intotdeauna trebuie
inceput cu ceva. Urice drum Incepe, totugi, cu primul pas.

fasser Arafat:
Ua.

operam cd sinteti multumit de vizita dv. pe care o
efectuati in Liban.

ofla |
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Tov.Nicolae Ceausescu-
Da, este o vizita bund. De altfel si In Libia vizita a
i fost foarte bund. Am realizat o serie de acorduri economice,
am semnat chiar un acord general, o [eclaratie comund si ne-am
inteles, practic, asupra tuturor problemelor.

Yasser Arafat:
Aceasta ne hucura foarte mult.

Tov.licolae Ceausescu:
Eu sint foarte multumit,si cred c3 si tovardsii mei,
de rezultatele vizitei in Libia.

fasser Arafat:
Eu am dat dispozitii reprezentantului nostru de acolo
sa va intllneascd. Am fost informat cd v-a intTlnit si a fost

foarte bucuros ca v-a Intilnit.

Tov.Nicolae Ceausescu:
Care sint acum preocuparile dumneavoasird?

Yasser Arafat:
Ne preocupd multe lucruri. Noi, poporul palestinian, avem

sentimentul cd trecem printr-o etapd foarte importanta si
destul de periculoasd, in special dupa ultimul rdzboi, din
octombrie, anul trecut, precum si din cauza celor care au dus
la izbucnirea acestui rizhoi. Rezultatele acestuia au afectat,
dacd vrem, sau dacd nu vrem, In mod direct, viitorul poporului
nalestinian. Inceperea luptei, separarea trupelor intr-o parte,
~ aparitia unor noi ciocniri in altd parte, Geneva, situaiia
unitard a palestinienilor, despre care putem vorbi In momentul
de fatd cu toatd siguranta - putem spune ci marea majoritate
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a populatiei palestiniene considerd Organizatia pentru

eliberarea Palestinei este sinqura ornanizatie care reprezinti
aceastd populatie. Primim sprijin inclusiv din partea organizatiei
din lerusalim.

Ag putea spune Insd cd, in momentul de fatd, nu este
prea clar ceea ce se Intimpld. Nu putem sd spunem nimic despre
acordurile internationale, ce rezultate au s@ aibd rezolutiile
adoptate de Urganizatia Natiunilor Unite, existd oare unele
elemente secrete? oare rezolvarea, sau solutionarea problemelor
se va face pe seama intereselor poporului palestinian?

Dupa cum noi stim bine, la fel ca si dv., rezolutia
Consiliului de Securitate nr.242 nu se referd la rezolvarea
problemei populaiiei palestiniene, ci la problema refugiatilor
nalestinieni. Uesigur, este clar ca problema unor refugiati
nalestinieni este total diferitd de cea a poporului palestinian.
Aici vedem noi rolul prietenilor nogtri. Noi le cerem acestor
prieteni, daca vor,sd stea 1innod noi in aceste zile. Dupa lo
ani de luptd armatd credem ci putem sa fim in stare sd hotarim
soarta poporului nostru pe teritoriul sdu. Cred cd acesta este
un drept legitim, care este Inregistrat de toate documentele

internationale.
Fard Indoiald cd sint o serie de jocuri, de manevre pe

plan international, de aceea noi privim la prietenii nogtri,
la dumnsavoastrd, de a fi de partea noastri In aceste momente.
? In primul rind la dumneavoastrd, tovardge Ceaugescu, la poporul

roman si la Partidul Comunist Roman.
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Tov.Nicolae Ceausescus:

Sigur cd problemele sint destul de complicate. Razhoiul
din octombrie a complicat Intr-o anumitd masurda si mai mult
lucrurile. Dar a avut si o anumitd parte bun3, ca a pus la
ordinea zilei soluiionarea definitiva a problemei Urientului

Noi - ma refer la Rom3inia - consideram ca este
In conditiile internaiio-

Wijlociu.
posibila o solutie politica si, in fond,
nale de astdazi, numai o solufie politica va asiqura pacea 1in

Urientul Mijlociu pentru cd orice situatie s-ar crea, legatd

de lupta militarda In Orientul Mijlociu, in orice moment se

poate ajunge la prezenia trupelor americane in aceastd zona si,
este clar, cu toate conseciniele si, sigur, acest lucru va duce
si la prezenta trupelor Uniunii ocovietice si poate si a altora
ajungind, In ultima instani{d, la un conflict cu consecinie foarte
grave. tste clar cd nimeni nu este interesat Tntr-o confruntare

intre Uniunea Sovietica si Statele Unite. Dacad s-ar ajunge la

acest lucru, este clar cd@ {drile aflate In zona Urientului
Mijlociu ar avea mult de suferit. Dar, sigqur, aceasta ar prezenta

pericole pentru intreaga omenire.

Yasser Aratat:

Asa este.

Tov.Nicolae Ceausescu:

Dacd s-ar ajunge la prezenta trupelor americane este clar
cd chiar dacd nu s-ar ajunge la o confruntare militara cu
Uniunea Sovieticd, lucrurile s-ar Incorda mult si prezenia
trupelor americane aici ar complica si ar ingreuna mult

desfagurarea situatiei si, inclusiv, a luptei poporului palestlnlan
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Dupa cum stiti, iIn octombrie, am fost la un pas de
interventia trupelor americane. De aceea, Rominia a salutat
r Incetarea ostilitafilor si noi considerim c3 dezangajarea care
s-a realizat Intre Egipt si Isrzel este un lucru pozitiv. sigur,
aga cum am spus Incd atunci, Tn zilele acelea, noi am aritat ci
Israelul este acela care trebuie si se retragi de pe teritoriile
| ; arabe, respectiv din teritoriile Egiptului, si si se retrani
dincoace de Canalul de Suez cit mai mult. 3i, practic, asa s-2
si Intimplat, Israelul s-a retras 15 sau 20 kilometri de la
Canal, ceea ce nu poate fi decit un lucru bun. Noi considerim
Insd ca acesta este doar un Inceput la solutionarea retragerii
i totale. Noi considerdm cd si Intre celelalte tiri, deci si
siria, va trebuie s3 se meargd la realizarea acestei dezangajari,
adicd, ¢i aici lsraelul ar trebui si se retragi din teritoriile
siriene $i sd ramind zona libera. Vedeti, aici, totusi, este
0 situatie deosehitd, ci zona de dezangajare se creazd nu prin
retragerea ambelor pdrti, ci prin retragerea Israelului,
pentru cd el se gdseste pe teritoriile arabe. Si, fira nicio
Indoiald, este un lucru bun, urmind ca s3 se treaci la neqocierile
de la Geneva pentru a se ajunge la o solutie deplini.
digur, noi apreciem ci la Geneva, Tn afard de tirile
girect interesate, trebuie si participe si alte state, in afard
de Uniunea Sovieticad si Statele Unite. Este Tn interesul tarilor
arabe sd participe si alte state, In care ele vor avea un sprijin
in plus In aceastd luptd care se va duce la Geneva. In definitiv
lupta are diferite forme - si militard, si politicd, si
diplomaticd - si trebuie folosite In mod corespunzitor acele
forme de lupta care corespunde unei anumite etape.

il

T S .~

= - ——=




Wilson Center Digital Archive

Original S

-

Dup@ parerea noastra lupta politica si diplomaticd are
acum un rol foarte important. Ea nu este deloc mai ugoard, ba
chiar, citeodata, mai grea decit lupta militara. 5i in aceastd
luptd politica este nevoie de un sprijin puternic din partea
tuturor t{drilor care doresc sia se ajungd la o pace dreapta si
trainica. Asa cum noi am spus si in alte Imprejurdri, am spus
chiar si In toastul meu din aceastd seard, 1n soluiionarea
oroblemelor Urientului Mijlociu, trebuie inclusd si problema
poporului palestinian. Siqur ca hotdrirea In aceastd privinta
trebuie sa o adoptati dumneavoastrd, conducerea Urganizatiei
pentru eliberarea Palestinei, dar, dup@ parerea noastrd, trebuie
folosite Imprejurdrile actuale pentru a obtine maximum In

solutionarea problemei.
Am auzit mai de mult concepiia dv. cu privire la un stat

democratic palestinian, israelian, crestin. 5& spun drept, din
punct de vedere principial si teoretic, este foarte just pusa
problema, dar, din punct de vedere al condif{iilor realizdrii

nu sint, dupd pdrerea noastrd realizabile acum. Ltu vreau sa

va spun deschis cum judecam noi lucrurile, pentru ca@ am putea

sa va spunem c3 sintem de acord cu dv., dar, ca prieteni, ca
revolutionari, dorim si vi spunem cum judecam noi lucrurile.
Dupa parerea mea, existd conditii prielnice de a se putea obiine
succese care sa ajute la solutionarea problemei palestiniene.
Dacd se pierde momentul acesta cInd se va ajunge la realizarea
unor acorduri cu Egiptul, cu Siria, cu altii, atunci exista
pericolul ca problema palestiniand si ramind incd mult timp
nesolutionatd. In lume apar mereu probleme, dar acum sint
atintiti ochii multor popoare, a multor oameni politici asupra
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situatiei din Orientul Mijlociu, Tnsd, situatia aceasta se poate
schimba. De aceea, trebuie folosite imprejurdrile acestea peniru
a pune in mod ferm la ordinea zilei si soluiionarea problemei

poporului palestinian.
In primul rind, este problema participarii la conferinta

de la Geneva. Dupa pdrerea noastrd,organizatia dv. trebuie sé
participe la aceastd conferin{d. Insdsi participarea la aceasta
conferin{@ inseamn@ o recunoastere internationald largd, dar,
numai aceasta, dupa parerea mea, nu ar fi suficient. Cred ci ar
trebui trecut la constituirea unui quvern, la proclamarea unui
stat propriu al poporului palestinian. Sigur ca aceasta cere
o hotdrire fermd, asumarea raspunderii dar, in problemele de
interes vital pentru poporul palestinian, conducdtorii sai

& trebuie sd-gi asume aceastd raspunde. Constituirea unui stat
palestinian independent, cu un guvern propriu va schimba radical
situatia din Orientul Mijlociu. Siqur c@ va fi pe un anumit
teritoriu, dar va da o altd posibhilitate de unire a forielor
intregului popor palestinian si de a se putea nreocupa de a-si
organiza o viatd noud. Dupd aceea se poate gindi de a intra
intr-o federatie, sau confederatie cu alte state arabe, dar aceasta
sigur, este o alta problemd. Existeni{a unui stat palestinian
va crea o noud bazd si pentru ahordarea in perspectiva a unul
stat democratic palestinian, israelian si crestin. sigur ca
si aceasta este o problemd de viitor. Ceea ce este posibil de
ob{inut, de pe acum, dupd parerea me2, este constituirea unui
stat, al unui quvern al poporului palestinian, guvern care
se va hucura de o largd recunoastere internationald. In orice

caz, eu va declar c3 vom recunoaste imediat acest guvern §i

cred cad multe {ari vor face acelasi lucru.

/
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Yasser Arafat:
Tovardge presedinte, dacd am Inieles eu bine, dv. ati ’
L spus ca participarea la Geneva nu Inseamnd totul?

Tov.Nicolae Ceausescu:
Participarea la Geneva a Urganizatiei pentru eliberarea
Palestinei nu este prea mult. Cste necesard constituirea statului.

Yasser Arafat:
otat sau quvern?

Tov.Nicolae Ceausescu:
Guvern al unui stat palestinian.

Yasser Arafat:
Pe ce teritoriu? In ce frontiere?

fov.Nicolae Ceausescu:
oe poate lua ca baza un anumit teritoriu - Cisiordania,

Gaza.

Yasser Arafat:

As vrea sd clarific, pentru dv. aceastd problemd. Desiqur,
noi sintem congtienti de preocuparile si de teama lumii In
legaturd cu pericolul pitrunderii fortelor militare in Urientul
Mijlociu. Noi nu dorim ca pamintul nostru sd fie un cimp de lupta
intre marile puteri, nici nu vrem sd fim cauza care sd produca
un razboi mondial si sd distrugd omenirea Tnsd acest lucru, dupa
parerea noastrd, nu este suficient. Pentru a reusi sd facem o
pace trainicd in zond este necesar si gdsim o soluiie dreapta

Zy pentru poporul palestinian. Responsabilitatea lumii constd in
gasirea acestei solutii juste pentru poporul palestinian, o

Ly
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solutie care sd plece din Tnsdsi principiile Organizatiei
Natiunilor Unite, aceea care dd dreptul popoarelor la autodetermi-
nare, de a-si hotdrl sinqure soarta lor. Poporul nostru sufer3
de acest Intuneric din 1948. | s-a luat teritoriul cu forta si
o mare parte a acestui popor a fost aruncat In exterior. In
aceastd perioadd U.N.U. a adoptat o serie de hotariri pentru a
rezolva aceasta problemd. Aceeasi hotdrire care prevedea
infiintarea unei entitai{i statale israeliene era valabild si
nentru constituirea siatului palestinian. In orice caz Israelul
a luat mult mai mult decit 1i da aceasta hotarire a 0.N.U., nu
a aplicat rezolutia care se referd la refugia{ii palestinieni,
respectiv la ciminele lor, la revenirea lor aici.

Atunci cind eu v-am intrebat pe dv. in ce frontiere si in
ce granite eu am vrut sa inteleq prin aceasta in acele frontiere
oe care le-au stabilit U.N.U. Nimeni nu considerd ca soluiionarea
pe care a dat-o U.N.U. nu este o soluiie dreapta insd, in
schimbul acestui lucru nu Inseamnd s@ ni se dea ceva mai putin
decit s-a hotdrit. Cum am putea renunia la crepturile pe core
ni le-a dat Natiunile Unite In schimbul a nimic? Dacd pentru
palestinieni solutionarea de partajare a fost considerata
nedreaptd, lumea, In schimb a considerat-o dreaptd. Daca lumea
doreste sa se solutioneze aceastd problemd, atunci trebuie sa
actioneze cu fermitate pentru realizarea acestei solufii.

Ati spus sd mergem la Geneva Tnsd la Geneva nu existd
orobleme clare, In primul rind In ce priveste modul de gindire
si de interpretare a problemei palestiniene. Rezoluiia Consiliulul
de oecuritate nr.242 vorbeste de o problema umana, aceea a
refugiatilor palestinieni, dar nu si despre dreptul legitim al

of
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noporului palestinian de a aves g organizatie politicad, 1In
conformitate cu hotaririle 0.N.U. Daci s-ar solicita din partea
opiniei publice internationale aplicarea acestor hotariri, sigur,
atunci am avea gi noi un motiv pentru a merge la Geneva. Nu as
vrea sa ccedetl despre mine c¢i eu doresc s3 v3 conving despre
nenecesitatea participdrii la Geneva si nici ci dv. vedeti
necesitatea participdrii, dar, coresc s3 vi fac s3 vedeii ceea
ce este drept. Eu cred ci daci se va reugsi aplicarea rezolutiilor
U.N.U. ar insemna ca si obtinem ceea ce noate oferi siguranta
g1 noi credem cd tocmai aceasta poate asigura pacea si securitatea
In zond. In alte conditii, fiecare membry al comunitd{ii noastre

va trdi cu sentimentul c3 traieste Tn Intuneric si In asuprire.
Sper ¢d m-am ficut inteles pentry toli prietenii si,
In mod deosebit, pentru dv. Vi multumesc mult.

Tov.Nicolae Ceausescu-

. siqur, problema rezolutiei din 1947 31 1948 este justi.
F Nu are rost s3 discutim acum dac3 au fost ele atunci juste sau
|

\ nu. Irebuie s3 pornim de 13 realitdti. Siqur, daci In 1948 s-ar

f fi creat atunci, imediat, si statul palestinian, cu totul alta
ar 11 fost situatia Tn Orientul Wijlociu, dar si aceasta nu are
rost sa mai discutim. Cred ca, sigur, este pe deplin just pusi
problema rezolutiei Consiliului de securitate, dar nu trebuie
sa se astepte ca altii s3 solutioneze prohlemele noporului
palestinian. Lumea se preocupa un timp de o problemd, vin altele,
se uitd cele dinainte. Vedeti, cind am creat statul romin, cu
113 ani in urm3, eray multi Impotrivd si de 1a fnceput nu tot
teritoriul a intrat n componenta acestui stat, ci o parte, dar
am proclamat statul, a trebuit s3 fie recunoscut, el s-a impus

4 4 3
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si abia In 1877, adic@ peste 18-20 de ani am obtinut independenta
fatd de turci gi realizarea unitadtii si cu celelalte teritorii -
in 1918. Daca nu am fi constituit statul In 1859 sigur c3 am
fi pierdut momentul cel mai important. Erau mul{i care doreau
sd ia cIte ceva si sd pdstreze pentru ei din teritoriile rominesti.

tu va dau acest exemplu pentru cd@ vreau s@ Infelegeti
cd cei care trebuie s@ rezolve problema sinteti dv., poporul
nalestinian. Lumea va@ poate ajuta, dar numai dv. puteti rezolva
problema. Lste adevarat c@ multe state nu au o conceptie care si
ajute la solutionarea acestei probleme, ca@ priveste problema
poporului palestinian ca o problemd umanitara, a refugia{ilor.
Depinde de dv. s3 se schimbe aceastd situafie. Eu va spun parerea
mea, ca revolutionar, nu atit ca sef de stat, ca un comunist
care considerd c3 ponorul palestinian trehuie sa treacd sa
hotarascd singur dezvoltarea sa independentd. Constituirea unui
guvern si a unui stat, chiar pe un teritoriu mai restrins va
crea conditii pentru a se putea afirma si solufiona restul
oroblemelor. Raminind In aceasti situaiie de astdzi, Imparti{i In
diferite state, lucrurile nu vor merge pe un drum bun.

V@ rog sa Intelegeti. Nu avem niciun fel de interes In
Orientul Mijlociu, nu aspirdm la nozitii de dominatie Tn aceastd
zond ci pornim, intr-adevdr, de la concepiia noastra de a avea
relatii cu toate popoarele, cu toate natiunile, Intr-o epoca
cind sint multe transformdri de afirmare a statelor nafionale
independente. Procesul acesta este un proces de luptd, nu este

static.

Yasser Arafat:
Asa este.
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Tov.Nicolae Ceausescu-

Insdgi realizarea unititii nationale este un proces
indelungat gi de luptd si realizarea unei forme organizate va
gribi realizarea acestei unitdti pentru cid se creazi sl conditii
economice si culturale, inclusiv teritoriul care s3 ajuste
la formarea acestei unitati. Siqur, dv. sinteti cei care s3
hotariti, ca prieteni, insd, v3 spunem cum judecim noi. Dac3
am fi In situatia dv. asa am proceda.

Yasser Arafat:
Noi tocmai de aceea am venit 1a dv., pentru cd sintem

siguri de prietenia sincerd pe care ne-aii ardtat-o si pentry
ca {elurile noastre si ale dv. sint comune. Noud ne este foarte
utila aceasti pozitie, deosebit de real: i taptul cd sinteti
de partea 3i sint de acord ci noi trehuie in,momentul de fati
sa ne clarificam toate etapele pe care trebuie si le parcuragem.
ointem constienti de faptul c¢i in aceste momente sintemintr—o

etapd hotiritoare.

Yasser Abdou Rabou:
5-ar putea ca noi s3 nu analizim problema noastri

dgintr-un punct de vedere nrea juridic. Ca revolutionari, acordam
ateniie luptei politice. Stim c3 solutia este datd, In ultimd
Instantd de balanta fortei dar, de asemenea, si activitatea
noastrd ¢i modul in care putem si ne afirmim in cadrul acestei
balante a fortei. In situatia actuald, care existd in zoni, sint
doud probleme esentiale care preocupi poporul palestinian,
Urganizatia pentru eliberarea Palestinei. Este tendinta de a

se ajunge la acorduri de dezanjajare pe cale hilaterali - Intre
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Egipt si Israel, apoi Intre Siria si Israel - lucru care, se
pare, va deveni realitate intr-o etapd apropiatd. Adici, si fim
$ mai precisi, am vrea s3d spunem ci prin aceste acorduri de
dezangajare noua ne este fricd ca realizindu-se aceasti zoni,
unde vor intra trupele U.N.U. sd nu se ajungd din nou la acea
etapd cind Israelul va Ingheta din nou lucrurile. In acest
| sens se desfagoara evenimentele internationale, lucru care ar
! duce la o situatie periculoasd care, Tn niciun caz, nu va
| é insemna Incheierea problemei. Acesta este primul aspect.
i i Al doilea aspect, In ce priveste Tnaliimile Golan si
peninsula Sinai. cste cunoscut ca ele sint legat de Eqipt si
| E siria. In ceea ce priveste celelalte teritorii palestiniene
E ;i, ocupate, existd un prim curent, care Incurajeazd pe regele
| fussein sa realizeze o Inielegere intre el si Israel. Cind a fost
In Romania, si dupd aceea, eu am auzit unele declaratii de
acest gen. Noi stim care sint frontierele la care Hussein poate
renunta pentru a ajunge la o intelegere cu lIsraelul. Aceste
reuntari se fac pe spinarea poporului palestinian.

Noi, In momentul de fatd, consideram foarte util un
schimb de pdreri cu delegatia dv., de aceea am amintit toate
aceste lucruri, pentru ca sd Intelegem cum sda luptam, in ce
pozif{ie s3 agezam situafia noastra si cum am putea avea
rezultatele cele mai bune In momentul de fati. Toate propunerile
nu ne dau niciun fel de garantii, nu numai pentru noi, dar nici
poporulii palestinian. Am amintit asemenea probleme pentru ca
ele preocupd foarte mult poporul nostru. Desiour ¢ noi nu
ignoram posibilitatea de influentd a reqelui Hussein asupra
poporului, dar noud ne este fricd de acordurile care pot fi
impuse de sus. In aceste probleme noi avem nevoie de ajutorul
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orietenilor nogtri, pentru a gdsi solutii.

Pentru a Ti mult mai clari In aceste probleme, am putea

& s3 form3m noi un guvern In momentul In care existd Incd

neclaritati In problema peninsulei Sinai si a Indl{imilor Golan
si a situatiei pe care am amintit-0? Cind exista pericolul sd
nu se ajungd la obtinerea minimului de drepturi pentru poporul
nalestinian, cind se riscd sa se ajungd sa se ia hotariri de

sus?
Existda, de asemenea, pericolul de a se Ingheta situatia

din zond. Dacd@ nu avem garaniii de continuitate a acestui proces
in etapa actuala si urmdtoare, acest lucru va duce la slabirea

pozitiei politice a poporului palestinian.
Eu ap amintit aceste lucruri pentru cd ele dtermind, in

ultimd instantd Ingrijordrile noastre.

Zoheir Moksen:
A spus tovarasul presedinte cd Rfom3nia nu are nici

interese, nici scopuri deosebite iIn Urientul Mijlociu. MNei
tnielegem perfect acest lucru si apreciem in mod deosebit aceastd

pozitie.

Dupa parerea noastra, din punct de vedere al interesului
politicii externe, internatiionale, nu numai pentru Rominia ci
entru toate popoarele lumi existd un interes pentru pacea In
Urientul Mijlociu, care poate fi cauza pacii generale. Mai este
si acel lucru de care ati amintit dv. anterior In cuvintarile
dv. pericolul de Tnielegere Intre cele doud mari nuteri. Aceastd

f intelegere ar afecta interesele tuturor popoarelor. Pacea va
fi pierdutd dacd poporul palestinian va fifrustat de drepnturile
sale i alungat de pe pamintul siu. De aceea, noi avem sperania
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in prietenii nogtri, sa ne ajute si sd sprijine poporul
palestinian, ca prin meniinerea pacii In zona sd se asigure

si drepturile poporului palestinian, bazat pe hotdririle U.N.U.
si nu pe realitati.

Abou Loutf:

Numai un singur punct. Dv. af{i vorbit despre drepturile
noporului palestinian. Existd gi o altd problema de haza. Presu-
punem ca se retrag trupele israelene pe baza rezolutiei 242,
din Cisiordania si Gaza. Care va fi soluiia pentru refugiatii
nalestinieni? Regele Hussein se retrane in Transiordania, iar
Sadat va ceda Gaza. Unde este problema refugiatilor cind insdsi
rezoluiia 242 nu aminteste 7 Inseamnd ca poporul palestinian
nu a luat nimic. HNoi, ca palestinieni, existam si iIn Cisiordania
si in Gaza. Este o problemd de cine ne quverneaza? Noi vom lua
imediat armele In mind si vom distruge pe toti cei care vor sa
ne wverneze. Gu alte cuvinte ag fi vrut sa spun, cum se vede
solutionarea problemei refugiatilor palestinieni. Dacad problema
partajarii este grea, dacd problema statutului general este,
de asemenea, grea, nu este mai usor ca eu sa revin In patria
mea, nu ca stat, ci sd ma Intorc, pur si simplu In patria mea?
Cred ca ar fi un Inceput de rezolvare a problemei.

Yasser Abdou Rabous:
As mai avea o micd precizare. In ceea ce priveste

realitdt{ile, noi sintem de acord cd cine face politicd trebuie
sd fie, In primul rind, realist, dar si acest realism are o

e limita. Este o realitate c@ Israelul ocupd peninsula Sinai si
ca ocupd si Cisiordania si Gaza. 53 considerdm acest lucru o
realitate si s3 judecdm: dacd lsraelul va refuza si se retraga,
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inseamna cd Egiptul si Siria trebuie s3 recunoascd aceasta ca

o realitate? Israelul vrea s3 se extindd si vrea sda aiba

frontiere sigur, dar pe seama teritoriilor celorlalte state.
Desigur, nici dv. nu acceptati acest lucru, ins@ sint recunoscute,
de cdtre comunitatea internationald, niste frontiere pentru
statul palestinian. Ce s-ar putea cere - ca noi sa renun{am

si sd cedam In favoarea Israelului? Nu este ceea ce are in plus
|sraelul fata de rezolutia de partajare prin ocuparea cu fort{a?
Aici trebuie ca lumea sd ceard retragerea si din aceste teritorii.
5a spunem c2 ni s-ar cere sa facem un quvern. Uacad vrem sd

facem un quvern inseamna ca trebuie sa ne facem cunoscute si
frontierele unde vrem sa facem statul. Daca ati fi fost dv.

in locul nostru ati fi putut s@ acceptaii frontierele statului

dv. mai mici decit le-a anuntat U.N.U.?

Tov.Nicolae Ceausescu:
Din pacate le-am acceptat!

Yasser Abdou Rabou:
Sigur, pe atunci nu era O.N.U. care sd anunie aceastd

ocupatie, ci o putere straina.

Yasser Arafat:
Nu am vrea si va mai rapim din timpul dv. pentru c@ gtim

ca mline aveli treaba.

Tov.Nicolae Ceausescus:

sigur, sint multe probleme si fiecare dintre dv. ati
infdtisat cite un aspect. Existd realmente perciolul la care
s-au referit tovardsii ca la un moment dat lucrurile sa se
solutioneze partial, sau, mai cu seamd, si se solufioneze prin
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retragerea din Sinai si din olan, si din Cisiordania 31 sd se

considere cd s-au solutionat nroblemele. oiqur, existd asemenes
- pericol gi am spus si eu despre acest lucry de la Tnceput.

oa stiti, cred ¢3 ny se poate pune prohlema c3 aeneva

va lmpune sau va insista pentru formarea unui quvern palestinian.

Cred, dimpotrivad, ci cei mai multi vor dori ca problema aceasta

sa nu se pund. Sigur, exist: problema Intoarcerii refugiatilor

In teritoriile lor, dar aceasta ny rezolvd problema. Firi nicio

indoiald cd trebuie luat ca hazs rezolutia de partajare,

Ue aici trebuie pornit 31 actionat. Daci o s3 agteptati si

rezolve U.N.U. sau alte state nroblema. . ..

asser Arafat:
otiu, nu o sd facem nimic. Cine s3 solutioneze atunci?

Tov.Nicolae Ceausescu:
Uumneavoastra. Ceilalti vi not ajuta.

Yasser Abdou Rabou: |
Noi nu sIntem membri ai O.N.U.

Tov.Nicolae Ceausescu- ‘
Veti deveni membri ai 0.N.U. Constituirea unui guvern

$1 a unui stat deschid reale posibilitd{i pentru o solutie
definitiva si trainicd. Aceasta este pirerea noastrd, desigqur.
Nu facem decit s3 spunem ce judecdm, dumneavoastra fiind

cei care trebuie sd hotdriti. Cred ¢ nu am proceda cinstit,

ca priteni, sd nu vd spunem ce gindim noi.

Yasser Arafat:
Aceasta asa este.
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f Tov.Nicolae Ceausescu:
Dar, sigur, cei care hotari{i sinteti dv. Constituires
unui guvern si a unui stat va impune in atentia lumii intreqi
aceastd problemd gi va Impiedica ca lucrurile sd Inghete la

un moment dat.
Intr-adevar, Hussein a fost in Romdnia. |-am spus si lui

asa cum judecam noi lucrurile, inclusiv In problema cd@ trebuie
creat un stat palestinian. Trebuie sa spun cd el a declarat c3
el considera acest punct de vedere al nostru ca fiind just si

cd dacd palestinienii vor hotarl aceasta, el va sprijini acest

lucru.

Abou Loutt:
El a trimis la Geneva trei palestinieni care - spune

el- reprezintad poporul palestinian, insd el are rezerve In ce
oriveste faptul ca Urganizatia pentru eliberarea Palestinei
ar reprezenta poporul palestinian si 1i este fricd de acest

lucru.

Tov.hicolae Ceausescu:
El a declarat ca intelege sd participe si Urganizatia

nentru eliberarea Palestinei la Geneva.

Yasser Arafat:
Ca delegaiie independentd?

Tov.Nicolae Ceausescu:

Eu nu am intrat In amdnunte si nici In tratative cu

L’ el.
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Abou Loutf:

Poate cd noi nu am fost prea noi nu discutim Cu

dv. acum ca la tratative. Dv. ny aveti nimic s3 luati de 1a noi
dimpotrivd, noi vrem si Iusm niste pareri.

clari,

Tov.Nicolae Ceausescy-

Adica gi Hussein poate fi determingt sa accepte
lucruri. De la aceasta trebyie pornit de
poate i determinat. [e altfel, sint

mal cu seamd In afard, care Incep s3
sprijine ideia unui stat palestinian,
evreiesc. Adicd, trebuie inteles cid, s
unde va fi, si nu este o clapit

la dv. nu este Tnci o claritate
probleme,

anumite
Pe acum si |sraelyl

si In Israel forte, dar
Inteleagd si Incep sj
inclusiv Congresul mondial

1qur, nu este problema
ate cd toati lumes accenta. Nici

Si unanimitate asunra acestei

Yasser Arafat:
Aceasta este foarte adevirat,

Tov.Nicolaengau§esc :

Asa cd aceasta este o problemd care se pune Intr-un fel
astdzi si miine Tn alt fel,

Yasser Arafat-

elaned AL At .

Cu cTt vom avea mai mulii prieteni, cu atit vom avea
mai mult de cistigat.

Tov.Nicolae Geausescus

Fard nicio Indoiald, dar, in primul rind, dv. trehuie
sd actionati, s3 constituiti un guvern
ve{l vedea ci dupi aceea veti
sprijine.

31 un stat propriu si
avea mul{i prieteni care si-l

B
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Fard Indoiald ci sint problemele
sint cuprinse In rezolutiile 0.N.U. da

. Dac3 o g3 -
incepe{i cu despagubirile unii vor Spune ca "foarte hipe ’
: i

va vom |
3 ” L o Y ;_; e "k A
da ceva bani" si cu aceasta gata. Sau o s3 vj spuna, 1ntoarce§14ﬁ§§ti
1n Gaza si in Cisiordania.

Yasser Arafat-

Uacd am fi avut numai aceasta problemi am fi acceptat
de acum 25 de ani. Acum o s3 le cerem averile ne 29 de ani, sj ta,
cu dobinzile m3 tem c3 se va ricica la o sumi foarte mare.

Tov.Nicolae Ceausescu:

Irebuie Tnceput, in orice Caz, cu ceea ce este principal.
Uar, sigur, dv. sinteti cei care hotariti.

Yasser Arafat:
Cu ajutorul prietenilor.

fov.Nicolae Ceausescu:

Eu am spus, prietenii vi pot ajuta mult, dar niciun

prieten nu rezolvi entru dv. problema. Aceasta este toats
nroblema.

Yasser Abdou Rabou-

tste prieten acela care sprijina lupta noastrd si noi
trebuie s3 ne facem munca noastri.

Tov.Nicolae Ceausescus:

In ce constd sprijinul?

Yaagser Abdou Rabou-
Economic, politic, militar.

¥ a
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Tov.Nicolae Ceausescu-

5
i Sl
!
;

3 tu gi pe cei din Africa, inclusiy pe Cabral 1-am statuit,
cind traia, sid-si faci un stat independent, chiar dacs incd eray
ocupate teritoriile, pentru ci aceasta 1ti oferd alte nosibilitaty

de a actiona si ulterior a fost constityit acest stat si a ayyt

$1 sprijin international. Acest lucry trebuie Inteles. Constityi-
rea unui stat nu Tnseamnd sfirsitul unui proces, ci un Inceput

si ridica lupta la un nivel superior, 1i dd o formi mai organizati,

Ueci ca un pas, nu un final al luptei.
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Yasser Arafat:

Asa este.

Va multumesc foarte mult pentru aceasti Tntilnire si ne
scuzati cd v-am rdpit atit de mult timp.

Tov.Nicolae Ceausescu:
oint foarte bucuros.

LG.2 ex.
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de Stat al Republicii Socigliste Romania, Nicolae
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Minutes of conversation

between Nicolae Ceausescu, the General Secretary of the Romanian Communist
Party, and the delegation of the Executive Committee of the Palestine Liberation
Organization, led by Yasser Arafat

- February 14 1974, Beirut -

On behalf of the Romanian [government], comrades Cornel Burtica, lon Patan, George
Macovescu and Nicolae Doicaru attended the meeting.

On behalf of the Palestinian delegation, Yasser Abd Rabbo, member of the Executive
Committee, representative of Popular Democratic Front for the Liberation of
Palestine, Abu Lutf [Farouk Kaddoumi], member of the Executive Committee, Abu
Nidal, member of the Executive Committee, Zuheir Mohsen, the head of al-Sai'qa,
Hani al Hassan [Abu Tariq], political adviser.

[Exchange of pleasantries]

Yasser Arafat: Although this palace belongs to Lebanon, we think it is our palace. We
hope that next time you visit us in Jerusalem.

Nicolae Ceausescu: Agreed.
Yasser Arafat: As far as | know, we invited you and you accepted [to come].

Nicolae Ceausescu: | would be very glad to be the guest of an independent
Palestinian state.

Yasser Arafat: We are convinced that with the help of our friends we can get to create
this state, [we can get to build] a democratic state.

Nicolae Ceausescu: Of course, friends can help a lot, but [one] must always start from
something. Every [trip] begins with a first step.

Yasser Arafat: Yes.
We hope you are happy with the visit you are making to Lebanon.

Nicolae Ceausescu: Yes, it is a good visit. Also, the visit to Libya was very good. We
signed a series of economic agreements, we even signed a general agreement, a
joint Declaration, and we practically agreed on all issues.

Yasser Arafat: We are very glad to hear that.

Nicolae Ceausescu: | am very content, and | think that my comrades are very content
with the outcome of the visit to Libya.

Yasser Arafat: | asked our representative there to meet with you. | was informed he
had a meeting with you and he was very happy to have met you.

Nicolae Ceausescu: What are your current concerns?

Yasser Arafat: We are concerned with many things. We, the Palestinian people, feel



that we are experiencing a very important and dangerous phase [in our struggle],
especially after the latest war, the October War from last year, also because of those
who triggered this war. The outcomes of this war directly affected, whether we like it
or not, the future of the Palestinian people. The beginning of the war, the separation
of troops to one side, the eruption of clashes somewhere else, [the] Geneva
[conference], the unity of the Palestinians, which we can now talk about with
confidence - we can say that the large majority of the Palestinian population sees the
Palestine Liberation Organization as the only organization which represents this
population. We are even supported by the organization in Jerusalem.

| could say, however, that it is not very clear what is happening now. We cannot say
anything about international agreements, about the results of the UN resolutions, [we
wonder] whether there are some secret aspects [we don't know about]. [We wonder]
whether the resolution or the solution to these issues will be [achieved] to the
detriment of the Palestinian people's interests.

As we very well know, and as you know, UN Security Council Resolution 242 did not
refer to the resolution of the Palestinian population problem, but to the issue of
Palestinian refugees. Of course, it is clear that the problem of some Palestinian
refugees is totally different from the problem of the Palestinian people. This is where
we [need] our friends. We ask these friends, if they want, to stand by us now. After 10
years of armed struggle, we believe we are capable of deciding the fate of our own
people on its own territory. | believe this is a legitimate right, which is written down in
all international documents.

Undoubtedly, there are certain games, [and] maneuvers on the international arena,
this is why we look to our friends, to you, to be on our side in this moment [of
difficulty]. First, we look to you, comrade Ceausescu, to the Romanian people, and
the Romanian Communist Party.

Nicolae Ceausescu: Of course, these issues are rather complicated. To a certain
extent, the October War complicated things even further. But it had its positive side,
as it put the definitive resolution of the Middle East conflict on the agenda. We - | am
referring to Romania - believe that a political solution is possible, and actually, given
today's international circumstances, only a political solution will ensure peace in the
Middle East, because in any situation created by armed fighting in the Middle East,
[one] can end up with American troops present in this region, and clearly, despite all
the consequences, this would lead to the presence of Soviet Union troops also, and
maybe of other troops as well, which would ultimately result in a very dangerous
conflict. Clearly, nobody wants a confrontation between the US and the USSR. But if
this conflict was to occur, clearly Middle Eastern countries would greatly suffer. But,
of course, this would pose a danger to the whole world.

Yasser Arafat: That is true.

Nicolae Ceausescu: If there were US troops in the Middle East, clearly that would
[create] a lot of tension and complicate things, and pose many hurdles, including for
the Palestinian people, even if there was no military clash with the USSR.

As you know, in October [1973], we were one step away from the intervention of US
troops. For this reason, Romania saluted the cessation of hostilities, and we believe
the disengagement [agreement signed] by Egypt and Israel was a positive thing. Of
course, as | said back then, we pointed out that Israel was the one to withdraw from
the Arab territories, namely from Egypt's territories, and to withdraw from the Suez
Canal as much as possible. And actually, this is exactly what happened, Israel
withdrew 15-20 km away from the [Suez] Canal, which can only be a good thing. We
believe that this is just the beginning of the solution [based on] total withdrawal. We
believe that the other countries, so Syria too, should [sign] a disengagement



[agreement], meaning that Israel should withdraw from the Syrian territories and
[have] a free zone. You see, here however, there is a special situation, because the
disengagement zone is created not through the withdrawal of both parties, but
through Israel's withdrawal, because it is [occupying] Arab territories. And
undoubtedly, it is a good thing, to be followed by the Geneva negotiations [aimed at]
reaching a comprehensive solution.

Of course, we believe that the Geneva [Conference] must be attended by other
countries in addition to those directly interested, in addition to the Soviet Union and
the United States. It is in the interest of Arab countries to have other countries
participate, which would give them [even] more support in this struggle that will take
place in Geneva. In fact, [this] struggle has various forms - military, as well as
political and diplomatic - and [you] must use those types of struggle which
correspond to a certain phase.

To our mind, the political and diplomatic struggle has the most important role now. It
is not at all easy, actually, at times it is harder than military struggle. And [you] need
a great deal of support in this political struggle, from all countries that want a just
and durable peace. As we said on other occasions, | actually said it tonight in my
toast, the issue of the Palestinian people must be included in the resolution of the
Middle East [conflict]. Of course, you, the leadership of the Palestine Liberation
Organization, are the ones to make the [final] decision in this respect, but to our
mind, [you] must use the current circumstances to achieve the maximum [you can] in
the resolution [of this] problem.

A while ago, | learned about your views regarding a democratic
Palestinian-Israeli-Christian state. To be honest, as a matter of principle and from a
theoretical point of view, you are right, but from the point of view of the conditions for
the creation of [this state], | believe, [the conditions] are not favorable now. | want to
tell you openly how we see things, because we could tell you we agree with you, but
as friends, as revolutionaries, we want to tell you how we see things. To my mind,
there are favorable conditions for successes that would lead to resolving the
Palestinian problem. If you lose this moment when [Israel] signs peace accords with
Egypt, Syria and others, then there is a danger that the Palestinian problem will
remain unsolved for a long time to come. [Other] issues keep emerging [on the
international arena], but now the eyes of many peoples, of many political figures are
focused on the situation in the Middle East, but this situation could change. For this
reason, [you] must use these circumstances to firmly put the resolution of the plight
of the Palestinian people on the agenda.

First, there is the issue of taking part in the Geneva Conference. To our mind, your
organization must participate in this conference. The very fact that you are taking
part in this conference means a wide international recognition, but this, in my
opinion, is not enough. | think [you should] form a government, proclaim a state of
the Palestinian people. Of course, this requires a firm determination, the assumption
of responsibility, but on matters of vital interest for the Palestinian people, its leaders
must assume this responsibility. The creation of an independent Palestinian state,
with its own government, will radically change the situation in the Middle East. Of
course, this [state] will be [located] on a certain territory, but it will give other
[possibilities] to bring together the strength of the entire Palestinian people and to
organize a new life. Afterwards, [you] can think about joining a federation, or a
confederation with other Arab states, but this is, of course, a different issue. The
existence of a Palestinian state will create a new basis for tackling the [issue] of a
democratic Palestinian, Israeli and Christian state, in the long run. Of course, this is
an issue to be solved in the future. What is attainable now, | think, is the formation of
a state, of a government of the Palestinian people, a government which will enjoy
wide international recognition. In any case, | tell you that we will immediately
recognize this government and | think many other countries will do the same thing.



Yasser Arafat: Comrade President, if | understood you correctly, did you just say that
taking part in the Geneva conference is not everything?

Nicolae Ceausescu: The participation of the Palestine Liberation organization in the
Geneva [Conference] is not much. It is necessary to form a state.

Yasser Arafat: A state or a government?

Nicolae Ceausescu: A government of a Palestinian state.

Yasser Arafat: On which territory? Within which borders?

Nicolae Ceausescu: You can have the West Bank, Gaza as a base.

Yasser Arafat: | would like to clarify this issue for you. Of course, we are aware of the
concern and the fear that people have with respect to the insertion of military forces
in the Middle East. We do not want that our land becomes a battlefield for the great
powers, and we do not want to be the trigger a world warm which destroys the entire
human kind, but [what we want], to our mind, is not enough. To achieve a durable
peace, it is necessary to find a just solution for the Palestinian people. The
responsibility of the world is to find this just solution for the Palestinian people, a
solution which springs from the principles of the United Nations Organization, which
gives peoples the right to self-determination, to decide their fate on their own. Our
people has been suffering in this darkness since 1948. Its territory was forcefully
taken away and a great share of this people was thrown out. Throughout this period,
the UN adopted a series of decisions to solve this problem. The same decision which
stipulated the creation of an Israeli state body also decreed the formation of a
Palestinian state. In any case, Israel took more than the UN resolution provided it
with, it did not apply the resolution referring to Palestinian refugees, namely to their
homes, to their return here.

When | asked you within which frontiers and which borders, | wanted to see if [you
were] referring to those frontiers established by the UN. Nobody believes that the
solution offered by the UN is a just solution, but, in its place, [we will not] accept
anything less than what [the UN] decided [to give us].

How could we give up the rights that the UN gave us in exchange for nothing? If for
the Palestinians, the partition solution was unjust, the world, on the other hand, saw it
as a just [solution]. If the world wants to solve this problem, then it must act firmly to
achieve this solution.

You [advised us] to go to Geneva but there are no clear problems [to be discussed] in
Geneva, first, [there is no clear] thinking and interpretation of the Palestinian
problem. The United Nations Security Council Resolution 242 talks about a
humanitarian problem, that of Palestinian refugees, but not about the legitimate right
of the Palestinian people to have a political organization, according to the UN
decision. If the international public opinion requested the application of these [UN]
decisions, then we would have a reason to go to Geneva. | do not want you to think
that | am trying to convince you of the pointlessness of taking part in the Geneva
[Conference] [while] you see it as necessary, but | want to make you see what is just.
| believe that if [they] manage to apply the UN resolutions, this would mean that we
obtained that which can give us security and we believe that it is precisely this which
can ensure peace and security in the region. Under different conditions, each
member of our community will live with the feeling that he lives in darkness and
oppression.



| hope | made myself clear for all [our] friends, and especially for you. Thank you very
much.

Nicolae Ceausescu: Of course, [you are] right about the matter of the 1947 and 1948
resolution. It is pointless to talk about whether they were just or not. We must start
from reality. Of course, if in 1948 the Palestinian state would have been created right
then, the situation in the Middle East would have been different, but it is pointless to
talk about this. | think that the UN Security Council resolution is very just, but [you]
should not wait for others to solve the plight of the Palestinian people. You see, 115
years ago, when we created the Romanian state, there were many [states] against it,
and at the beginning, [this state] did not have its entire territory, but just a part, but
we proclaimed the state, [they] had to recognize it, it asserted [its presence], and
only in 1877, meaning in 18-20 years we obtained our independence from the Turks
and we adjoined the other territories - in 1918. If we had not formed the state in 1859
of course we would have lost the most important moment. There were many people
who wanted to take a strip and keep some of the Romanian territories to themselves.

I am giving you this example because | want you to understand that those who must
solve the problem are you, the Palestinian people. [Other people] can help you, but
only you can solve the issue. It is true that many states do not hold views which are
conducive to solving this issue, as they regard the plight of the Palestinian people as
a humanitarian problem, a refugee problem. It is up to you to change this situation. |
am telling you what | think as a revolutionary, not as a head of state, as a communist
who believes that the Palestinian people must get to a point where it decides its
independent development on its own. The creation of a government and of a state,
even on a narrower territory, will create the conditions for its assertion and for
[finding] a solution to the remaining problems. Things will not go well if you remain in
today's situation, divided between different states.

Please understand. We have no vested interests in the Middle East, we do not aspire
to a dominant position in the region, but we begin from our view about having
relations with all countries, all nations, in an age when there are many
transformations [in the direction] of asserting the right [to existence] of national
independent states. This process is a struggle, it is not static.

Yasser Arafat: That is true.

Nicolae Ceausescu: The very achievement of national unity is a long-term process, a
struggle, and the achievement of an organized [administration] will expedite the
achievement of this unity because it would also create the economic and cultural, and
of course territorial, conditions which can help create this unity. Of course, you are
the ones to decide, but as friends, we [would] like to tell you how we see things. If we
were in your situation, this is what we would do.

Yasser Arafat: This is precisely why we came to you, because we are certain of the
honest friendship you showed us, and because our aims as well as your aims are the
same. [Your] views, which are very genuine, and the fact that you are on our side are
very useful to us, and | agree that at this moment, we need to clarify to ourselves
which are all the stages we must go through. We are aware of the fact that right now
we are [experiencing] a decisive phase.

Yasser Abd Rabbo: It may be that we are not analyzing our problem too much from a
juridical point of view. As revolutionaries, we pay attention to the political fighting.
We know that the outcome [of this struggle] will be ultimately decided by the balance
of forces, but also, by our activity and by the ways in which we can assert ourselves
[as a part] of this balance of forces. In the current state of affairs in the region, there
are two essential problems that concern the Palestinian people, the Palestine
Liberation Organization. [First] there is the trend to reach bilateral disengagement



agreements, between Egypt and Israel, and between Syria and Israel, an aspect
which, it seems, will soon become reality in a near future. To be more precise, we say
that through these disengagement agreements we are afraid that with the creation of
this zone where UN troops will be deployed, we will reach that phase again, when
Israel will freeze the situation again. This is where events on the international stage
are going, which can lead to a dangerous situation, which, by no means, will bring a
resolution to [our] problem. This is the first aspect [that we are worried about].

The second aspect [is] related to the Golan Heights and the Sinai. It is know that they
are tied to Egypt and Syria. As far as the other Palestinian territories are concerned,
there is a first trend which encourages King Hussein to strike a deal with Israel. We
heard some declarations in this respect, when he visited Romania, and even
thereafter. We know which are the borders which King Hussein can give up to strike a
deal with Israel. These renunciations will be made at the expense of the Palestinian
people.

At the time being, we think it is very useful to have an exchange of views with your
delegation, which is why we mentioned all these things, so that we have a better
understanding of how to fight, how to position ourselves, and how we can obtain the
best results at this moment. All the proposals [they made] do not give us any
guarantees, not only for us, but also for the Palestinian people. | mentioned these
problems because our people is very concerned about them. Of course, we do not
ignore King Hussein's ability to influence the [Palestinian] people, but we are afraid of
agreements imposed from above. We need help from our friends to find solutions to
these issues.

To be even clearer, could we form a government while there are still uncertainties
about the Sinai and the Golan Heights, and about the situation we mentioned? [Could
we form a government] when there is a danger that we do not even get the minimum
rights for the Palestinian people, when there is a risk of decisions being taken from
above?

There is, of course, the danger that the situation in the area gets frozen. If we do not
have any guarantees that this process is continued in the current and next phase,
this would lead to the weakening of the political position of the Palestinian people.

I mentioned these things because they are ultimately the source of our concerns.

Zuheir Mohsen: Comrade President said that Romania has no vested interest, no
special goals in the Middle East. We perfectly understand [your position] and we
greatly appreciate your position.

In our opinion, from the point of view of foreign policy [and] international affairs
interests, not only Romania but also all peoples of the world have an interest in peace
in the Middle East, which can spur general peace. There is also the thing you
previously mentioned in your speeches, [namely] the danger of the two superpowers
striking a deal. This would affect the interests of all peoples. Peace will be lost if the
Palestinian people will be deprived of its rights and driven out of its land. For this
reason, we put our hopes in our friends, to help us and support the Palestinian
people, so that by maintaining peace in the region, [they] ensure the rights of the
Palestinian people, on the basis of the UN resolutions and not on the basis of [current]
realities.

Abu Lutf: [I only want to add] one point. You talked about the rights of the Palestinian
people. There is another fundamental problem. Assuming that the Israeli troops
withdrew from the West Bank and Gaza, in accordance with Resolution 242. What
would be the solution to the problem of the Palestinian refugees? [Let us say that]



King Hussein withdraws to Transjordan, and Sadat gives Gaza up. Where is the
problem of the refugees when Resolution 242 itself does not specify? That would
mean that the Palestinian people did not win anything. We, Palestinians, live both in
the West Bank and in Gaza. [Will there] be an issue of who will govern us? We will
immediately take to arms and destroy anyone who tries to govern us. In other words,
| wanted to [ask] how [you see] the solution to the problem of Palestinian refugees. If
the problem of partition is a hard one, if the problem of the general status is, also,
hard, isn't it easier that | go back to my homeland, not as a state, but just like that, to
return to my homeland? | think [this] would be the beginning in solving this problem.

Yasser Abd Rabbo: | would like to add one more thing. As far as realities [on the
ground] are concerned, we agree that those involved in politics must be, above all,
realists, but this realism has its limits. It is a reality that Israel is occupying the Sinai
and it is occupying both the West Bank and Gaza. Let us regard this as reality and
ponder: if Israel refuses to withdraw, does this mean the Egypt and Syria must
recognize this as a reality? Israel wants to expand and its wants to have secure
borders, but at the expense of other states. Of course, you did not recognize this, but
the international community recognizes certain frontiers for the Palestinian state.
What more can [they] ask of us - to give up and concede our territory to Israel? Didn't
Israel obtain more territories than stipulated in the partition resolution by forcefully
occupying [Arab] territories? In this respect, the [international community] must
demand the withdrawal from these territories. Let us say that we will be asked to
form a government. If we want to form a government, that would mean we make our
frontiers of our state known. If you were in our position, would you accept the
frontiers of your state to be narrower than what the UN stipulated?

Nicolae Ceausescu: Unfortunately, we accepted them!

Yasser Abd Rabbo: Of course, then, there was no UN to announce this occupation, but
a foreign power.

Yasser Arafat: We do not want to take [too much] of your time, since we know you
are busy tomorrow.

Nicolae Ceausescu: Clearly, there are many problems, and each of you presented one
aspect. There is the real danger mentioned by some of the [Palestinian] comrades
that the problem is partially solved, or, especially, the problem is solved by
withdrawing from the Sinai, the Golan Heights, and from the West Bank, and [people]
think [all] problems are solved. Clearly, there is such a danger and | mentioned this in
the beginning.

You know, | think [we cannot talk about] Geneva imposing or insisting for the creation
of a Palestinian government. | believe, on the contrary, that many will want that this
issue is not brought up. Clearly, there is the problem of the right of refugees to return
to their lands, but this does not solve the problem. Undoubtedly, the partition
resolution must be seen as base. This is where you should start and act. If you wait
for the UN or other states to solve the problem...

Yasser Arafat: | know, they will not do anything [about it]. Who should solve the
problem then?

Nicolae Ceausescu: You. Others can help.
Yasser Abd Rabbo: We are not a member of the UN.

Nicolae Ceausescu: You will become a member of the UN. The creation of a



government and of a state opens real opportunities for a comprehensive and durable
solution. This is our view, of course. We are doing nothing more than expressing our
views, you are the ones to decide. | think we would not be fair, as friends, not to tell
you what we think.

Yasser Arafat: That is true.

Nicolae Ceausescu: But, clearly, you are the ones to decide. At a certain point in time,
the formation of a government and of a state will bring this issue to the attention of
the entire world and will prevent things from freezing [in a given state].

Indeed, [King] Hussein was in Romania. | told him how we see things, including the
fact that we believe a Palestinian state should be created. | have to tell you that he
said he thought our point of view to be a just one and that if Palestinians decided [to
forma state], he would support it.

Abu Lutf: He sent three Palestinians to Geneva who, he said, represented the
Palestinian people, [and] he has certain reservations regarding the fact that the
Palestine Liberation Organization represents the Palestinian people and that he is
afraid [of the PLO].

Nicolae Ceausescu: He said he [agrees] to the participation of the Palestine Liberation
Organization to the Geneva [Conferencel.

Yasser Arafat: As an independent delegation?
Nicolae Ceausescu: | did not get into details with him, nor into negotiations.

Abu Lutf: Maybe we were not clear enough, we are not talking to you now to
negotiate. You do not have anything to [gain] from us; on the contrary, we want to
get some of your opinions.

Nicolae Ceausescu: [What | meant to say] is that Hussein can also be determined to
accept certain things. This is where [one] should start, and Israel can also be
determined. Actually, there are [certain] forces inside Israel, but especially abroad,
which are beginning to understand and they are beginning to support the idea of a
Palestinian state, including the World Jewish Congress. | mean, it must be understood
that, clearly, the issue is not where [this state] will be [located], and that it is not
clear [yet] that everybody accepts [the creation of this state]. There isn't much clarity
and unanimity among you on this issue.

Yasser Arafat: That is very true.

Nicolae Ceausescu: So this is a problem which is like this today, and like that
tomorrow.

Yasser Arafat: The more friends we have, the more we stand to win.

Nicolae Ceausescu: Undoubtedly, but first, you must act, form a government and your
own state and then you will see how many friends you will have to support you.

Undoubtedly, there are the issues related to reparations, which are included in the UN
resolutions, but these [issues] can be addressed and discussed separately. But [one]
must start with something. If you start with the reparations, some will say ‘very well,



we will give you some money,' and with that, it's over. Or they will tell you to go back
to Gaza and the West Bank.

Yasser Arafat: If that was our only problem, we would have accepted [a settlement]
25 years ago. We will now ask for reparations over 25 years, and [if we take the]
interest [rate into account], | am afraid it will amount to a very large sum.

Nicolae Ceausescu: You must start with what is essential. But, clearly, you are the
ones to decide.

Yasser Arafat: With the help of our friends.

Nicolae Ceausescu: | told you, friends can help you a lot, but no friend will solve this
problem for you. This is what this whole problem is all about.

Yasser Abd Rabbo: Friend is that [person] who supports our struggle and we must
play our own part.

Nicolae Ceausescu: What kind of support?
Yasser Abd Rabbo: Economic, political, military support.

Nicolae Ceausescu: | advise even those in Africa, including Cabral, when he was still
alive, whom | advised to create his own independent state, even if its territories were
occupied, because this offers you other opportunities to act and, afterwards, this
state was created, and it received international support. This is what [one] must
understand. The creation of a state does not mean the end of a process, but the
beginning, and it takes the struggle to a higher level, it gives it a better organized
form. So [creating a state] is a step, not the end of the struggle.

Yasser Arafat: That is true.

Thank you very much for this meeting and please excuse us for taking so much of
your time.

Nicolae Ceausescu: | am glad to do so.
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