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Pregsent: The Ameriocan meunmcr. e, Harpiman

e Zdwerd Page, Secoud Seoretary of

¥ Fubassy

The British Avbassador, Sir Archibald
$ Clark Xery

i Major A. H. Birse, Second 3ecretary of
,} Embessy

Hapshal I. V. Stalin

Mre Vo Mo Holotov, Psople's Commissay
for Foreign Affalrs

Mr. Paviov, 3oviet interpreter
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I lnformed Marshel Stalin that the next mattey I
wished to disouss was & question we had taslen up lsab
Juns, namely, the question of setting up a method by
whioh the Commund on the Eastera Frout could be in closer
touch with the Commend in the Weed, now that Russian
and Allled ermties were convering os Germsny, I seid 3
that the Chiefs of Staff proposed that thers be estabs |
lished in Mossow a tripartite militery committes fo@
oconsultation on strateglionl snd tastisel matters of
mitusl interest in the Rurcpesn way. Napshal Stalln
remarked that Gensrel Mershal hed raised that question,

I replied iu the affirmtive snd stated that it was pro-
posed that on such a cosmittes thers be repressntetives

of the United States and United Kingdom Chiefs of Stall
and s high officer of the Red Army. I mede 1¢ clear that
the committee was of a songultative chapsster without
powsps of deolslon, that matters of mutuel iuberest be
considered therein, ant that thers be exchanged military
information and plens. liarshel Stalis remarisd that it
would uo¥ be conveniant to osll the body in question a
cmmltt@% =w 1t would be better for it to have a differw
ent titld.. A committes, as Alstinguished from a sommlasion,
maltes dbcistons, I stated that any title Merghal Stalin
so desired would of courss be sgreeabls to us =« the

moat important thing wes %o aet up the mschinery in
question. NMershal Stalin stated that during the Tehrsa .4
souference referencs had been msde to & coordinating i
committéey what was now under digouasion seesmmd to be \
more in the nature of a consultative committee. I ine N
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quired whether the !arshal had any other views in mind,
The present matter was a4 proposal of the Chiefs of staff.
da replied that 1t would have been of course preferable
to have had a coordinatling committes in the past bud
devalopments had proceeded a0 rapidly snd the situation
appeared -0 be so claar, It now seemed too late to have

a committee of this nature. Perhaps it would be more
advisable to set up an orgen or body whose main purpose
would be the mutual sxchange of millitary information.

He Indloated that 1t would be gqulte agreeable to estab-
1ish a body of thls %Xind and inguired who would be the
members off 1t., I stated that Jeneral Deane, who was
formerly secretary of the Chiefs of Staff, would Le the
American memwber, Iarshal talln indiocsted complete satise
faction with such an appointmant,

The iritish imbassador stated that Gensral Surrowa
would bs the British members MNurshal Stalin salds "The
Soviet military people ars reluctant to deal with General
Burrows., It 1a apparent that Genersl Burrows has no
respsot for the Ausslan military and this feeling is
vice versa.” The British Awbassador 414 his best to
dofend Censral Burrows. Ile assured the !‘arshal that the
General had the highest respect for the Red Army and the
Ged irmy Staff and that he {(Clark Raprr) was under the
Impression that leneral Burrows snd Marshal Vasslelevsky
regarded aash other with the hizhest personal eateen.
Harghel Stalin comnented at some length on past relstion-
shlps between Uenersal Dwrowa and Yarshal Vasslelevsky
and salqd that 1t was the opinlon of Narshal Vasslelevaky
an't other assnlor officers of the led Arwmy that General
Surrows oconsidered them "savagea™. They hed no confie
dence in him, He was antirely too arrogant, I"or this
reason collaboration with Genaeral Durrows wes impossible.
The iritlsh Ambagsadoyr sald that he was very sorry to
hear that this fseling in the body of the Hed Army exe
lated, and espeolally so sines he !mew that Tenersal
urrows had the highest admiration for the officers and
men of the Rsd Army aad 413 not consider them "aavages®.
Howavaey, 1f thias feellng existed 1t would of course be
better to repluce General Burrows, He would ‘mmedliately
report the matter to hila Jovernmment and would recommend
that as the 3ritish mewmbsr of the tripartite committoe
another repregentative be found. iarahal italln ststed
that in such an sventuallty he felt sure that everything
would proceed swmoothly =nd that mutual aonfidsence would
then be astablished.

I taformed “arshal Italin that for sonvanience's
gake I would leave with him a momorandum pegarding the
tripertite group. The Ipritish Ambaasaador loft with the
Zarshal a aimllar statement.

Bptun

Copy to General leane.
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THE AMBASSADOR
TOP SECRET

Conversation. 0000000 September 23, 1944.

Present: The American Ambassador, Mr. Harriman
0 Mr. Edward Page, Second Secretary of Embassy

[] The British Ambassador, Sir Archibald Clark Kerr
0 Major A. H. Birse, Second Secretary of Embassy

[] Marshal I. V. Stalin
0 Mr. V. M. Molotov, People's Commissar for Foreign Affairs
0 Mr. Pavlov, Soviet interpreter

Subject: Establishment of a Tripartite Military Committee in Moscow.

0l informed Marshal Stalin that the next matter | wished to discuss was a question we
had taken up last June, namely, the question of setting up a method by which the
Command in the West, now that Russian and Allied armies were convering [sic] on
Germany. | said that the Chiefs of Staff proposed that there be established in Moscow
a tripartite military committee for consultation on strategical [sic] and tactical
matters of mutual interest in the European war. Marshal Stalin remarked that General
Marshal [sic] had raised that question. | replied in the affirmative and stated that it
was proposed that on such a committee there be representatives of the United States
and United Kingdom Chiefs of Staff and a high officer of the Red Army. | made it clear
that the committee was of a consultative character without powers of decision, that
matters of mutual interest be considered therein, and that there be exchanged
military information and plans. Marshal Stalin remarked that it would not be
convenient to call the body in question a committee -it would be better for it to have
a different title. A committee, as distinguished from a commission, makes decisions. |
stated that any title Marshal Stalin so desired would of course be agreeable to us -the
most important thing was to set up the machinery in question. Marshal Stalin stated
that during the Tehran conference reference had been made to a coordinating
committee; what was now under discussion seemed to be more in the nature of a
consultative committee. | inquired whether the Marshal had any other views in mind.
The present matter was a proposal of the Chiefs of Staff. He replied that it would have
been of course preferable to have had a coordinating committee in the past but
developments had proceeded so rapidly and the situation appeared to be so clear, it
now seemed too late to have a committee of this nature. Perhaps it would be more
advisable to set up an organ or body whose main purpose would be the mutual
exchange of military information. He indicated that it would be quite agreeable to
establish a body of this kind and inquired who would be the members of it. | stated
that General Deane, who was formerly secretary of the Chiefs of Staff, would be the
American member. Marshal Stalin indicated complete satisfaction with such an
appointment.

(OThe British Ambassador stated that General Burrows would be the British member.
Marshal Stalin said: "The Soviet Military people are reluctant to deal with General
Burrows. It is apparent that General Burrows has no respect for the Russian military
and this feeling is vice versa." The British Ambassador did his best to defend General
Burrows. He assured the Marshal that the General had the highest respect for the Red
Army and the Red Army Staff and that he (Clark Kerr) was under the impression that
General Burrows and Marshal Vassielevsky regarded each other with the highest
personal esteem. Marshal Stalin commented at some length on past relationships



between General Burrows and Marshal Vassielevsky and said that it was the opinion
of Marshal Vassielevsky and other senior officers of the Red Army that General
Burrows considered them "savages". They had no confidence in him. He was entirely
too arrogant. For this reason collaboration with General Burrows was impossible. The
British Ambassador said he was very sorry to hear that this feeling in the body of the
Red Army existed, and especially so since he knew that General Burrows had the
highest admiration for the officers and men of the Red Army and did not consider
them "savages". However, if this feeling existed it would of course be better to
replace General Burrows. He would immediately report he matter to his Government
and would recommend that as the British member of the tripartite committee another
representative be found. Marshal Stalin stated that in such an eventuality he felt sure
that everything would proceed smoothly and that mutual confidence would then be
established.

0!l informed Marshal Stalin that for convenience's sake | would leave with him a
memorandum regarding the tripartite group. The British Ambassador left with the
Marshal a similar statement.
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Copy to General Deane.



