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Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English

Number: (TA) RO57715 5700
Primary: Asian Affairs Bureau Director-General

Sent: China, August 11, 1978, 14:08
Received: MOFA, August 11, 1978, 15:30

To: The Foreign Minister
From: Ambassador Sato

Treaty of Peace and Friendship between Japan and China Negotiations (16th Meeting)

No. 1643 Secret Top Urgent
(Limited Distribution)

The 16th meeting took place on the 11th for 35 minutes, from 10:20 until 10:55. The
give and take in this meeting is as follows. (The participants and venue were the
same as at the 15th meeting.)

1. At the start, | asked to speak. | spoke as follows.

As | said at the 15th meeting, there are two main issues left us. The first issue is the
now-famous issue of “opposes” and “is opposed to.” The Japanese side in regard to
this issue agrees with the view of the Chinese side. Accordingly, we make this text
“opposes.” The second issue is one about which | would like to have the Chinese side
speak, that is to say, the issue of where to put Sentence 1 of the hegemony article.

2. In reply, Vice Minister Han replied as follows:

We agree to making Sentence 1 of the anti-hegemony article an independent article,
per the Japanese side’s proposal. Accordingly, Sentence 1 of the anti-hegemony
article becomes Article 4. The Chinese side’s draft Article 4 from yesterday, “The
Contracting Parties shall consult on important international issues of common or
mutual interest,” will be removed. To repeat, Sentence 1 of the anti-hegemony article
will be made the new Article 4.

3. In response to this, | asked emphatically, “Accordingly, the provision on the
treaty’s termination becomes Article 5, right?” Vice Minister Han then confirmed that
it was so.

4. Continuing, | said: “With this, the work between Vice Minister Han and me is over. |
would like to leave the other issues remaining to the drafting committee.” Vice
Minister Han then replied, “Fine.”

5. Next, | said, “The Japanese side will not announce to the outside that the treaty
negotiations are finished until the drafting committee’s work is complete. | would like
to wait on announcing to the outside until the committee’s work is finished. The Vice
Minister then agreed with the Japanese side’s thinking: “The Chinese side, too, will
not announce the treaty negotiations have ended until the committee’s work is over.

6. Next, Bureau Director-General Omori asked to speak and, per separate telegram,
asked the Chinese side about its thinking concerning the Sino-Soviet Alliance Treaty.



7. Further, after this meeting ended, the drafting committee at once began its work.

(End)



