Digital Archive

. . - digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org
International History Declassified

W Wilson
Center

March 17, 1970
Aide Memoire, March 17, 1970

Citation:

"Aide Memoire, March 17, 1970", March 17, 1970, Wilson Center Digital Archive, From
the Six Day War to Yom Kipper: Selected US Documents on the Arab-Israeli Conflict,
1969-1973, a briefing book prepared for the international workshop, "New Evidence on
the Arab-lsraeli Conflict" (Wilson Center, June 11, 2007).
https://wilson-center.drivingcreative.com/document/240291

Summary:

A confirmation that the United States intends both to continue providing hardware to
Israel, as well as to pursue a negotiated peace settlement in the region.

Original Language:
English

Contents:

Original Scan


digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org

Wilson Center Digital Archive Original Scan

REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES
. ES

CONFIDEN .+AL - _ T
-8 _

This is tongh_ ta Tk for fhpm to hear hecause they read
the Jewish press, the New York Times, the Washington Post
and also listen to the media and get the impression that
because they have so much clout with some of those people that
they will get their way. They must realize that that group has
lost ils credibility with the American people and that they are
not -going to get their way with a majority of Americans when
the chips are really down.

y In this comnection, they must realize that one of their
best friends also is Agnew. ‘Agnew will stand up and be counted
in the event there is a Soviet expansionist move in the Mideast.
On the other hand, he will not stand just as I will not stand
for a double standard. We are going to stand up in Vietnam and
in NATO and in the Mideast, but it is a question of all or none.
“This is it cold turkey and it is tlme that our friends in Israel
understood this.

i . We are going to be in power for at least the next

' three years and this is going to be the policy of this country.
i Unless they understand it and act as if they understood it

' beginning now they are down the fubes.
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AIDE MEMOIRE

Reaffirming the discussion of September 26, 1969 with
Prime Minister Golda Meiry I hereby confirm that the United
States Government will continue its commitment to the military’
security of Israel by the provision of hardware required to maintain
the military balance in the Middle East. We would construe any
significapt introduction of Soviet or other arms into the Middle
East as endangering the military balance, In these circumstances
my Government would provide a substantial majority of the
military assistance requested by your Government. At the same
timne, I want to reaffirm our intention to pursue a policy of seek-
ing a negotiated settlement of the sitvation in the Middle East.

As I stated on September 26, 1969, we expect the Government
of Israel to adopt an understanding attitude with respect to our

Y . efforts. Finally, I would like to request that the Government of
Israel terminate for a period of 60 days its air and other attacks
‘against the UAR providing a complete cease-fire is obsérved by
the other side and recognizing that there would be no official
statements to this effect by either side. Any relative disadvantage
suffered by Israel as a result of these restraints -~ for example,
through the unimpeded building up of SAM sites -~ will be taken
into account in replacement decisions for 1971.
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