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Mey 5, 1958 ol 9

MOQNEIDERTLLL

: Mr. Howlend H, Sargeant
’ Amerigan Committee for Libération
1657 Broadway
New York 19, Kew York

‘Dear Howland:

Here are the responses %o Mr. Levine's criticism
of some of our programs as prepared by a Joint committee con-
. sisting of Meesrs., Malamuth, Critchlow, Ronalds and myeelf.
' I hope this reaches you in time. _

B\d
N
- Vo ' ' We have attempted to avoid sounding defensive or
N argumentative and have tried to present you with a campleﬁely
b candid set of reasons why the iteme to which Mr., Leviné objects
o~ appeared in our programs. We also allow for goof-ups. I think
~N one of the most important things to come.out of this effort.
‘ is the oonclusion we feel ocan be drawn that no "deliberate pattern"
?: exists} the sources and the circumstances under which these
—_ programs were prapared are much too waried. I hope that you )
N will agree with thie viay after you have gone through ouy materisl.
‘j\

I am not entirely happy with our presentation, but
due to the time element we faced and the faot that moat of the
work was done over the neakend. making 4t d4fficult Yo gain
apoess to all necessary tu\es. 1%'s the best we could da.

: Please edvise us if any further elaberatian i
.raquared on any of tha points WG have mades.

- .

BBilr . - _ Riohard Bertrandias
- Bnel, (2 copies) | |
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INTRODUCTION

In his lettexr to the President dated March 15, 1958
dealing with Radio Liberation programs, Mr. Isaac Don Levine
- 8tates that the items objectionable to him "form an unmis-
tekeble pattern which is riot casual or accidental in origin."
In a sense thia is corrects we have noted that most of the )
itema which Mre. Levine finds objecticnable are a logical re- b///
sult of changes which have taken place in Radio Liberation
policy over the past two years ~-- ochanges which may not have
been entirely clear to him at the time his report was written.

. It will be explained. below what is meant by ohanges in
poliey. Mr. Levine apyears to believe, however, that there
is a person or that there are persons, holding key positions
in the radio station, who are wilfully and systematically
serving the cause of the enemy. Whereas mistakes in judgment
‘have sometimes been made, we fail to find evidence to support
~ his assertion that the radio station has been "infiltrated by
elements set upon subverting from within the purposes and o
policies of Radio Liberation." L

First of all, the responsibility for preparing, editing

and approving the items chosen by Mr. Levine rests with a very .
considerable number of persons. Four programs to which he refers
wera preparad as scripts or finished tapes originated by the

New York Program Department and were virtually: unedited in Hunich.
During the period in question, overall responsibility for the
Russian program was divided between the Manager of the News De~
partment, Prancis Roxalds (first half-hour, ineluding the newa-
casts) and Vietor Frank (second half-hour). However, programs .
are prepared six deys a week, with an 06:30 to 22100 work schedule
on the News Desk, whereas each individual officially works five
days a waek, eight hours a day. Many editorial decisions,
therefore, were taken by députies to Ronalds or Frank. Host

of the news items and features distributed on Saturdaye (whieh
" £111 in parts of the Saturday, Sunday and Monday programs) were
‘okayed for broadcas$ by the Supervisor of the News Desk, Viotor r
Ryser, as were some items and features carried during the week.1
Vacations, siock leave and other factors sexve 1o break the cons
tinuity of supervision and work assignments, o

Deeieions axe, however, geldom left to individual editors.
4 daily news 1list, which includes most but not all of the news
items broadcast aesch day,; is discussed at the daily Policy and )
‘Planning Meeting, attended by Mr. Bertrandias and/or the Policy
and Planning Adviser, Charles Malamuth, togather with the other .
nembers of the Ameriocan advisory staff. The daily commentary
usually goes. to Mr, Malamuth for approval before it is sent to
Production. Mr., Bertrandias and Mr., Malamuth are elso congulted
when speoial prohlems arise. ¥Mr. Malemuth haas recenﬁly beggun
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sitting in on the 10300 A.M. News Desk meeting, at which a
preliminary news priority  list is prepared. (Beginning almost
ipmediately, he will hold as many regular meetings as poassible
with the individual desks, with priority to the Rusesian Desk.)

In short, practically all of the top personnel in the station
have taken some part in making the policy and editorial decisions
which resulted in the items listed by Mr, lLevine, as well as

the vastly greater number of news items and feature scripts
broadeast by RL but not mentioned in his list.

Despite our system of checks, we are aware that occasion-
ally errors in Judgment and in fact are made by Radio Liveration
editors and program advisers. Our task is the more difficult
due to the lack of fully qualified personnel. For example; in
our News Department, only the three top-ranking jobs are filled
by persons who were professionals in Journalism or radio nefore
employment with the American Commitiee.

| ‘ ' As to policy ohanges: Radio Liberation has steadily moved
further away from the concept that its role lies in fostering
violent overthrow of the Communist regime in the USSR and towards
the idea of fostering evolutionary trends in the USSR. We have
been getting away from the negative, carping approach in favoxr /
of presenting possible positive (but subversive) alternatives
to various aspects of the system and offering objective informaw
tion which will help the listener to come to his own conclusions.
' To the extent feasible, we wish to establish RadLib as an inde-
pendent voice, to speak to the Soviet listener in terms under-
standable to him and, when considered desirable, express his own
‘unspoken thoughts for him, Radio Liberation must not give the
impression that it defends U.S. or Western interests. On the
contresry, it should give the impression that it is concerned
with the interests of its "fellow countrymen" in the USSR ani
that it views world events from an enlightened emigre viewpoint.
‘Obviously, then, Radio Liberation cannot be, and is not, neutral
in thevatruggle between freedom and dictatoréhip.'

A1l of the foregoing has by now been made explicit in the
Program Policy Manual of June 1956, and in our Newsroon Opera-
tions Manual. The anticipat@d Country Paper promises to be even
more explicit with respect to Radid Li¥ération's character.

In hig report, however, Mr., Levine many times implies (see items
3, 11, 18, 32, 36, 43) that RL should not caxry any material
whioch might equally well be included in the Saviet press or
radio. It is RL poliey, however, to establish credibility by
reporting events which may have negative implications in terms
‘of our long-range interests but which are nevertheles$ of impor-
tance; to win over the liastener by presenting various points of
view rather than hew to one monolithie line. Unlike the Soviet
dictatorship, RL has no monopoly over the organs of communication
which reach the Soviet eitizenj; RL cannot prevent him from learn~
ing cexrtain facts by excluding them from our broadcasts. Our

2
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paliey line in this regard is clearly stated in the Nows
Department Operations Manual revised as of January 24, 1958
and submitted to New York on January 29, It reads in parts
"Events of world importance should be reported even if their
immediate impaoct appears to be negative from the point of
view of Radlib's ultimate aims..." and "inclusion. into our
newscasts of stories covered or likely to he covered fully
and fairly accurately by Radio Moscow and other. Soviet media
is required when (a) the story is of world importances (b)
when a less important story has particular appeal to a SOViet
audienge."

The following analyéis of the policy and'editorial de~
¢isions taken on the items listed by Mr. Levine was prepared
by a committee made up of members of the American advisory
ataff in Munich. :
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s PART I

The two broadcasts on Mao Tse-Tung were not out of line
in equal measure, but both errg¢d policywise in the sense
that Mpy. Frank was carried away by his well-intended purpose
of trying to impress the Russian listener with the fagt that
‘whereas the Chinese Communists have a leader of stature in
Mao, the communists in the Soviet Union suffer by comparison.
The materials used in these soripts admittedly contained ex-
cessive praise of Mao and an inadvertent acceptance of certain
communist propaganda oliches which could have been avoided '
upon more thoughtful consideration., We are not inclined to
minimize the nature of the errors in both‘scripts.

1t should be added, however, that ths second part especially
did contribute to a corraction of the official Soviet version
of what transpired in Chinaj especially, in indicating that
the Mao Tse-Tung communist movement was for years independent
of direct supervision from Moscow.

Another unfortunate aspect of the handling of these scripts
was inadequate attribution to the source, which tended to create
the erroneous impression that these were Radio Liberatiun views a
rather than those of a London Qbserver writer. - o
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‘1. October 9, '1.9.5.: Ls

Disorders in. Waraaw: RadLib, in reporting events in Poland, kept
olose touch with poliey-making personnel in Radio Free Burope, We
were advised that the possibility of a Hungary-style uprising existed
and that nothing should be done to make the disorders appear eveén
more serious’ than they were since this would help to give the Soviet
Government an excuse for intervening. In the item quoted, we merely
reported the fagts available to us. The same news item, however, went
~on to give the details on a student meeting of protest over the cloaing
of Po Prostu. The students who were arrested and put on trial were nol
arrested for ta?ing part in the workers'! demonstration in question, but
for taking part in prior demenstrations. In any case, wo make clear
that we are quoting a statement made by the Warsaw Police Department.

The item in question ocan only be considered in the context of
" RadLib's full coverage of the developments in Poland. A news itém on
the same. day, broadcast immediately prior to the one in question includes
the following:s "According to reports of Warsaw newspapers, more than
- one hundred students and young persons, arrasted during the disorders, -
| will soon: be brought to trial.

ecto-ber 9y 1957,

' Western Press on 8putnik: The interim policy position paper ocom~

- posed at & Policy and Planning Meeting attended by all RL advisory
personnel gconserned states: -"Care should be taken, in selecting foreign
comment and writing gommentaries, that it does not offend the legitimate
national pride of our listeners and that it does not strike a "sour
grapes" note, Our approach should be basically positive." Advioe from

- New York was of the same order (see PX0 6, 10-14-57; PXC 10, 10-8+5T;

PXC 7, 16~7*57) PXC T of 10-7~57 etatesz "The launching of Sputnik

- deserves all the praise now being heaped on Soviet science both al home
and abroad." :

‘ Looking baok, it may be that we carried more praise than neceaaary
of this undeniably great scientific achievement. We could not, however,
prevent our listeners from finding out what was being said and written
abroad. A positive attitude, we believed, was more likely to bring us -»/ﬁ
the sympathy of our listeners. _

?oliah Newspaper en Sputnik: As gquoted by Mr. Levine, it would
appear that ineluding this item was definitely an error in judgment,
particularly if one assumes that the listener might mistakenly conslder
that the Gommunist Warsaw newspaper (~ycie Werszawy ) represented RadLib‘s
point of viéw,  The full paragraph, however, gives a different impreesionx
"I do not know,; the author of the article in the Polieh newspaper goes

-

)

ot
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on; what weight a Sputnik must have to photograph what ia going on on
the grounds . ‘Put I know that the Soviet artificial satellite ‘hag flewn
over Waahingtan several times. It is difficult to predict how the .
disarmement negetiatlions will go on now but there is no doubt that the.
artifiolal earth satellite will play some role in them." As axplained
and approved at the noon Poliey and Planning Meeting, RL carried this
guote from a Gommunist source to disprove Soviet olaims that the SPutnik

had & purely peaceful signifioance.

4o Ooﬁobe?:;9j~l957-

Commentary on Sputniks This New York Program Department commentary,
written along the lines indicated by the Xydis Yedigaroff PXQ 10 of
10-8-57, " pointed out that the Sputnik was made possible by the relative
freedom given to solentists working "in that branch" of science., The.
commentary, as My, Levine indicates, points out that great strides
forward could be made 1if more freedom were glven to persons working in

- other. fields, This 1s a logiocal expression of RadLib's policy, explained
above, calling for the presentation of possible p081tive alternatives
to various. aspaots of the Soviet systam.

5. OQotober 12, 1957.

Praise of Sputniki The reason for broadcasting pralge of Sputnik
should be clear to anyone who has been sensitized by the constant charg%
levelled at RBadio ILiberation as an emigre station that emigres tend te '8
denigrating about all achlevements in the Soviet Union to the point
of assuming an antiepatriotic posture with reference to the achievements
of the people as distinot from the claims of their communist rulers. .
It 'is in an effort to counteract this charge that Radio Liberation tried
very hard . to diapel any posdible 1mpression of "gour grapea”_concerning

this aohievement._

It 18 mareover perfectly legitimate for an emigre station to express
adnmiration for a notable achievement of their fellow~-countrymens . The o
danger li 8.4n doing it so frequently that it either sounds defensive '
or inadvext ¥ sexves the purposes of Soviet propaganda, which tries. f_
to eonfuse national patriotism with Boviet patriotism (i.e. loyalty to -
ist Party, etoi) and tries to oreate the false impression ;»'
that allntﬁé hievements of Russian genius are due to the leaderahip
of the Oommn t Party. It is not always easy to draw the line, and

of Ghinese Gommunist Afmy iha Ve Tibetl Thie 1t

on of RadLib policy resulting from the inexpe :
and an oversight on the part of the night news’ editor i
Ea‘andard Eolioz to desoribe the oommunist regime in; .J
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) ‘ It was expeatea that the listener woula learn from this news

dtem how much twouble the Chinese Communists were having in subjeotw
ing the Tibetans., It is emphesirzed that we are quobing from Tibetan
newspapers "after the seigurs of Tibet,” that unite of the Chinese
Army will reimain thére, although Peking has been obliged by populay
‘resistance o give up converting Tibet into an ardinary provinge of
the so=called "Chinese Pecple'a Republia," _

This item, even aeide from the violation of policy indicated.
pould have been more olearly written., It ie, however, against accepted
News. Desk praotice to 1njact RL comments, as aueh, 1nto the news,

Cgﬁéaman Quotes: Admittedly, the incorreet: atatement byy Richaxd
Crossman that the Ameridan Government published Djilas's The New Class
should have been eorrected when introducing the verbatim text of
Crossman's statement, Thiws, at the time, seemed diffioult to do with~
- out destroying the structure and oontext of Crossman's statément,
“Perhaps the best way to have handled this partioular portion would
have been to give it in paraphrase. At this point the annguncer oould
have said eimplys "Continuing, Richard Crossmen eaid that the Ameri-
_ean ‘publisher of the book had compared Milovan Djilas with Karl Marx,
- palled the book the anti-communist manifesto and commented as follows,"
: and then proceeded with direct quotes from Urossman. The fact should
T not be ignored, however, that Crossman'!s statement was valuable ba«
‘gause it was a oriticism of Dyilas from the point of view of an anti»
.- Marxist sacialiat. o

;_-33. Oct. 14, 1957,

, ‘8putnik: (See Items 2 and 5.) In English tran&latioa, the third
. . sentence could alse read: “The success of this experiment not only
.. .-eaBes the preblems of Soviet propaganda, but. inVolﬂntarily compels
- . the world temporarily to forgei the shortoomings 6f the Soviet system
" (this was the intended sense of the Rupeian word "mechanism") which
&1l the achievements of the communist regime in doudbt," There fol-
'a peminder on the anniversary of the Hungarian uprising, the fail.
¢ af the Soviet five-year~plan. etc. The Bewvan qnot nd what followed
-wa# iatended to put across tvhe idea that the Soviet ‘Union'ts evident
tary power gave it no reason to fear an attac This ‘idea was,
unfortunately, expressed rather naively and & Ii ner. ¢ ve
‘gotteh the impression that, in RL's opiniony the Saviet Government
failed to come to.an agreement on disarmament not beeause of 1ts aggress
sive plans but due to ite fear of Western power. : .

' 9._0ct, 14, 1957,

.- Kadart In case of another upriaing, Kadar is quoted as saying in
'vtha itam. communiste must be ready to fight with guns in their hands.
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We think the ligteners would realize that, in referring to "cowarda"
Kedar was in fact referring to communists who refused.to defend. the
regime. Sovliet oitizens have long since gotten used to the Aesopian
language of ¢ommunist leaders. It might be noted that. three of our
news editors, including the copy editor, are post-war defectors, upon
whom we rely to Judge the reactions of the listener. We could have.
dotted the "i's", but to do so could have resulted in ovarloading ‘the

item with propagendistic phrases.

It does not seem likely that the listeners would misundarstand “the
reference te ‘Ghina and believe that Kadar had returned from Taipei
rather than Peking. ,

10. Octob6r4251.12§1.«

"Hostile Aotlvity"l The complete news item readsa, na local gourt -
- has senterced three students to prison for terms of from one to four :
years on charges of carrying out "hostile activities. \Aoeording to
reports in the communist press, this activity consisted in tearing
down red flags from several buildings, where they had beén placed the.
first of May oelebration. c ,

: Aside frOm the fact that it is against standing po y to:include-ﬂj -
comment into news items, no comment would seem necessar; inasmuch.
as it seemed obvious that the students! aotivity was hosﬁ le'from the
communlat standpoint, not from ours. o S

3
4

PoA

11. _Qotober as. 1957. o BT .

Tear Gasc It 4is RadLid policy to give the fwcts abbuﬁ strikes in
the West, whieh may set an example to Soviet workers. ﬁhe fact that
tear gas was used in this instance could not be hidden by RadLibs

- Redio Mosgow ¢ould very well carry this report: by quoting»Western
sources and our raference to the tear gag only: proves ouriobjectivity
and credibility. In general, however, RL: ‘attempts to givg baockground

informatien which furnishes a perspective to sirike storigsj lies, how
much the workers in question make and what they can buy with their
wages, what increases they have won:in the pasﬂ, etc. -We also report
gains made by workers through striking or threatening to strike. That
the item in question did not include. sueh’ background materiall was un-

- fortunate, but the facts are not alwaya readily available, paﬁtioularly
when news deadlines Joom. v o _ -

™

i

_Novemper l. 1957, ' .'-;' : : f' bli - ﬁ'.

Fortieth Anniversary Broadoast:r It is unavoidable in a deb&;e_
to let each side state its position as vigorously as. paasible. Up-ees ‘
~this is doné, the debate does not sound genuine.f And  this dialegue\was n
in the naturé of a debate. In such a dialogue 1} is‘important t¢-réfleds
communist arguments as faithfully as possible and theén (refute them af
vigorously as possibles The unfortunate thing about thﬁa statemgnt y_;

)

g ] i LUEERY
A oA Y 3

e I:‘l
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that it came toward the end of the dialogue and remained unrefuted

4in this particular broadesst. The refutation was held over for the
next broade¢ast in the series. Conceivably, many listeners would not
hear the following broadeast and the refutation of this particular
statement, Others would. Looking back, we realize it was not to our
advantage to leave the statement unrefuted. On the other hand, leaving
such a statement unrefuted at the end of a broadoassat might have the

effeot of a teaaer.

13, November 4. 1957

"New Epoch's This statement is quoted out of context. No one
who had heard the entire commentary could have cenceivably misconsirued
it as eohoing the communist propaganda line. There was no intimation
of praise for the "new epoch". On the contrary, it was a very sober
discussion of the tragic and disastrous sffect of that "new epoch™, -

14, Novgmber.S, 1957,

Bevan: The complete sentence guoted in part by Mr. Levine runs:
"4 considerable change has taken place in the Soviet Union in comparison
with the time when undesirable leaders were liguidated after undergoing
especially arranged political trials." Bevan was identified as the
leader of the left wing of the British lLabor Party. This remark was
made in cénneotion with Zhukov's fall, and is in keeping with RL's
general 1ine of emphasizing that times have changed, due to histerical
and popular pressures, and that the Soviet leadership cannot turn the
olock baok without further agagravating its problems, This quote was
one of very many quotes from Western sources on the Zhukov ousters It
was immediately preceded by the following news item: "The New York Times"
writes that the events of the past week in the Soviet Union have revealed
a basic ‘eontradiction in Soviet society (literally, in Soviet reality).
‘This is the contradiotion between the labor of Russian scientists, who
are opening new perspectives before humanity, and the primitive methods
of the struggle for: power, in the course of which the ainm justifies

the use of any meshs." .

The fact that Bevan'a remarks are sometimes made use of by Soviet
propaganda make him the more useful to us when he says something whioh
the 8oviet dictatorship would prefer to suppress. When, for example,
the Soviet press gquoted from a Bevan article printed in the Daily
last September we supplied the quotes deleted in the Soviet varsien-w‘
on the inadequacy of housing fsoilities in the USSR, on the use of women
for heavy mannal work, on the fact that "the diplomatic aggresaivenass v
of the: Rusaiana was due to their weakness at home, and not of strength,"

"Asteniahing Achievements"l The phrase "whose aohievements ‘some=
times astonish the imagination of the whole world™ may not have been -
strictly neoessary. It is, however, immediately corrected by the sentence

i \
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that followsa' "But Gorky's chief apprehension was confirmeds the
nature of the communist dictatorship, which began as Gorky put it

- with e 'shaweful attitude toward freedom of speech and person' hag not
changed in forty years." This NYPD soript again reflects the justi-
fiable pride-of emigres in the achievements of their fellow-countrymsn
in their homeland.. This- again reflects the effort to ward off the o
charge of “gour grapes” so often flung at Radlid as an emigre station..
Perhaps we are a little too sensitive to the charge and are at times

over~eager to counter it

16, Novamﬁér‘1é~ 1957.

Past: This geript followad up the sentence quoted with, "However,
Past writes, in spite of all of that, no one attempted to prevent him
from writing and publishing his works." Along with Paul Robeson ,
Howard Fast is perhdaps the best known American in the. Soviet. Unilon.
We are not telling our listeners aenything that they did not know in
mentioning his prison term - but we are driving home a very important
point in underlining his freedom to write as he chose and to get hisg
works published., :

17. November 13, 1957.

{ Zapoteokyl It is agreed that this item, although harmless, had
E nothing in it which might not have been carried by a communist sourge
! and that it had no value in our broadcast as written.,

U.8: Bases in Meroccos The story of King Mohamned's visit to-

Washzngton, and the results of that visit, is news, whether or not it .

' 18 carried by the Soviet press.  The item is a reflection of RL news
poliecy whioh ealls for coverage of major world events whether or not .
they may reveal developments or faots which are negative from the point _
of view of RL's long-range aims or which may be open to misinterpretation :
on the part of some radio listeners., If we suppressed such information, v//
we would be open to ‘the charge of presenting one-sided and misleading

newscasts.;'

19, ”NOVQmBer 29. 1957,

: Bronstein: The decision of the State Department to deny a visa
to the Soviet chess champion Bronstein was discussed at some length
between the Manager, Newe Depariment, and the Policy and Planning’
Adviser. (It was a holiday and the full advisory staff was not on
hand.) It wds deoided that this DOS mction gave Radlib. a change to
demonstrate its independent position without compromising any basie
U.8. polioy, and that a short feature should therefore be written
taking a point of view ‘which, it was felt, would win the sympathy of

10

T
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many listemers. In reviewing the soript after broadcast; however, it
was felt that the language used (i.e.; "stupid") was unnecessarily
sharp. Theré was certainly noe "attempt to draw a line ‘between the -
government and the people of the United States" but only to oriticize.
a U.8. Government agency's action of little significanoe in ‘order to
indicate the independence of the statien. S

\

20, December 2, 1957.

"Atomie Glants"s The purpose of this statement was twofold:
(1) to show that Western Burope, whioch is allied with' thg United
States, is bedoming strong enough through unification: to'rival Soviet
power in its own ri thus tipping the scales still: furﬁhex in favor
of the free worldj ?2) by stressing the independence of tne Western
Buropean Union, to emphasize the difference between the vq "ﬁary ties
which bind the Western democracies and the bonds of servit_Qe -waich
operate to hold the Soviet bloc together. o ?'\ ,

The referenoa to the Soviet Union (a3 well as to the Unfwed
States and to Western Europe) as "an atomic gilant" was: merely\xealistic '
acceptance of a fact. It was felt that by acknowledging this ﬁact and. -
reducing it to the perspective of the cverwhelming free-world \?gngth

which opposes Soviet power, a greater propaganda advantage coul. be-

gained than by igmoring a truth that is no more.a secret to th cviet
listener then 1% is to the Western newspaper reader. ‘

21, Deoember 3, 1957. ' S R -
. (

Communist Chinal The Peking datelines uaed in both cases bade »f”\“
it olear that the items concerned the Communist Governmeﬁt of Ch*ﬂa-;::‘i
Radio Libeération, whose newscasts also go on the air irem PormOQa, has, -
‘of course, never recognized the Mao regime as the 1egit1mpta governmant
of China. There is a minor policy violatiion here: the’ ?ws-writar -
neglected. to. follow his standing instructﬁone to call the commun st
regime "the Mac government", and this lapse was overlooked| by thq
editor.  In ‘ggneral the Peking government{ is not labelled with the
adjectlva “Red" or "Communist" in RL broa casts in order t&\avoi Vaaal
an expression which may sound propagandisalc to the Soviet jhdsbent
eSpeclally 4f he is only on the fringes o3 disloyalty. B

_  The first item reported consoriptionlof 18- and 19~yearﬂolds into
the Chinese Communist Army. It was deslg&ed to reflect the m\lltaristic

character of the Red regime. _ 3
i l

into two Wéstérn Buropean countries close o the borders of the: SOVi@%
Union, was intendsd to underline a regular|RL theme:; the danger, o f\

”he second item, which dealc with rek%ng s aconomic penetﬁ3ti°n
Russia's legitimate interests. (in this casé, aconomic 1nterests) ‘whic

%

the Soviet vegime is developing by nurturinv an aggressive aand exl06H515?

"glly" with & pepulation three ‘times ‘as gredt as 1ts own. (Defect oT
interviews have indicated that Soviet citizi
tions are worried about their government'a pplicy in this respect.)_‘ |

h
1
o

[

$ R
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22, _Dee, 3, 1957,

Committee Report on Solences
This item merved two purposos

1) 'To show that aotion is baing taken in the United States
to meet the Ghallenge (and remain ahead of) Soviet peofpa-

tifio progress,

2) By oiting the specisl committee's rapart to the effeet
that Soviet soience might overtake American science in
or 10 years, to counter Communist propaganda, elaime

that supremaay had alrgadx baen achieved,

‘It should be noted that during this peried the Soviet press
and radio were full of Cassandra~like quotes from American newse
papers which bewailed the "backwardness” of American soience in
the Eagt-West competition, Since 1t was unable to contrel Amer-
dean editorial pages, RL had to resort to items like this in order
to minimise the advantages which Soviet propaganda was gaining -
from the wave of peasimism sweeping the Unitad States.: v
)

23' ~.Dec. 4, 1957,

© Polish Travelt Primary aim of this program feature was to
atimulate envy of the relative freedom to travel abroad which ig
enjayed ‘by Polish eitizens, and thus to create pressure on the .
Soviet government for a more \liberal passport poliey. (This was
an indirect implementation of RL's instrudtions to inducé defec-
tion by other than overt meana.)

The minor~key treatment of Palish defections (only 1 per oent,"

f;’bﬁ"'*f "many thousands“) was felt to be a subtle yet effentive way

‘®he 4ncreasé in Poligh paasport fees was not. yet in effeet
‘when the 1tem was hrcadcast. .

Another aim undarlying this soript was to eneeurage a more

'qf{ﬁliberal travel policy on the part of the Soviet gevernment

24, Dec. 5, 1957,

Gellexr on Dulles: This -item was discuesed at 1ength by a
full meeting of the Americen advisory staff, at which the decision
to aarry it was based on the following reasonsgs S

12
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(beller'a evaluatian of Dulles, while sxtremely negativa,
demonstrated that in the United States a member of Congress is
free to critiecize a top government leadey, 90 that his statement
"~ was not a clear loss for our side, Oertainly itwould be unthinke
gble for .a Suprems Boviet deputy to oriticize Gromyko in. defianaeL/z
of the party~1ine, }

It may be apgued thet in this cage RL hent @%@r too far in
an effort to reinformee ite reputation for independence, oredibilw
Aty, and objestivity, In roview it was regognised that tha item
vould have been written lasgs sensacionally. :

- The raferenoe to Congressman Celler as a Eepublican was an {
nnfortunate ervory of the Kind that are never excusable but always
4hevitable in.a spot-news operation. The mistake was made by a

, Enropean employee, and remained undetented in the editing,

Dec. 6,

Atomic Shipt Development of the world's first atOmio-powen;d .
‘surface ship is legitimate news for .any newapaper or radie station, v/
Since thie story was given heavy play in Soviet media, RL had 1lit-
~tle to gain by suppressing it. To do so would merely have made
our. newaeast geam bilaged and unreliable.

o . There was an additional positive reason for seleoting this
: ;5“_;;item. BL is always on the lookout for news ¢f internal developments

.. inthe Soviet Union which can be used to give its newscast an "in-
‘side" orientation even though the intrinsio pr¢paganda value may be

'siight.

-_g§§” De§;,6.fl957;

o Stockhelm Rewspapers It is RL's ragular pelicy o emphasize
o alk evidende of weakening political contrel in the Soviet Union,
- and thus to encourage listeners to think and act more fyeely, The
Swddish newspaper was careful to point out that the rule of law
“fhas not yet reached its full developnent," and ite- qualified state~
t that it "is neverthsless stronger than in the eye of Stalin's
itrary power" does not appear to us as an endorsement of the
P - et Union as a "gafé haven.," (RL algo quated Tﬂd"in' n as say-
’ ng that the "Cammunist Party's mchpoly of power ia not" subjeet

%o doubt.")

. RL nevex auggests that the looaening of political oontrol since
 8talinfe death is a result of humene motives on the part of the
- Communist leadership, but impliee thet it has oome about through
,5inab111ty of Stalin's heirs to oope with popular unrest. We believe
- that this s a partioularly effeetive propaganda 1ine. '
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' Exesution ¢f tne aApakumov group was parv~apnd~parcel of the

3iquidation of Beria. In a staff»written soript this might have
“heen pointed out for greater accuracy, The news. aditor was faoqd,
‘however, with a different chojces whether to use a Swedish press
- ‘comment whieh fitted nicely with the station's basic line, or
 to.reject it hecause not all of the "i's" were dotted. Naturally,
. 'he oould nat rewrite what the Swedish paper had ssid, He might
~have added a footnote, but he wes operating wnder a poliocy which
-diotates that press-reviews are more effective when RL comment
ig kept to & minipum, In the case in- point, a violation of this
rule did- not appear sufficiantly Justifiei' _

. Tha full senitence from whioh Mr, Levine hag drawn his first
zquote reads aB fallowas

Indeod, ag Winaston Ghurohill. one of the moat
convinced enemies of Stalin~type socialism, onoe
saids "We are all Soeislists now," i,e.,, we are liv-
‘ing in a period when certain fundamental méral prin-
ciples of aocialism have become pert -of oux flesh and
‘bloed, -

§ ‘ ‘ What Mr, Frank means by "oertain fundamental moral principles
| " of socialism" is ¢lear from the excerpt from the new Austrian

| soclaliat program which he had just finished quoting: "Freedom

| " of man and freedom 0f the peoples, freedom of religion and of
congcience, economic independence of the individual, soecial equal-
ity of oclasses; confidence in tomorrow. The path- to this goal

is political demooragy,"

It is dertainly clear thet Mr, Frenk's concluding reference
'to '"nmew roadm'" summarizes all of the elements of the Austrian
. gocdinlist program that he had just been desoxidbing in detail, and
in partiecular the programs's recofmition of all of the changes.
~whioh haye taken place in the world eince Marx® day. The ghole
- point of Frank's commentary is the way in which he contrasts the
Austyian scolalists'! "new roads" to the obmoléts.and undemooratic
’ ',principles expreased in the Communists' "foscow Declaration.

. We think that this is an excellent commentary which deals.
effootively with a development toward which Boviet medis have
-repeatedly demonptrated a frightened sansitivity.‘
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- Amerieén Veluess: The advisory staff of BL ia. undar instruc-
tions 0 make the stetion an effsotive .anti-communist weapon w;tg~
out 1ett1ng 1t appear to be a branch of U. 8, propaganda,

This was an KYPﬂ 1tem. It ig clear to us that the oom&entary
writer was using & discussion of the problem of values in American

“spoiety to empuasize the benefits of life in the United States,
He was able to bring out the following eye-opening facts without

resorting 0 an openly. propagandiatie, nonwebjeotiva approacha

‘1) 'The average Amevican can afford to spend twice as much
on himself as the oltigen of the wealthiest European

oountzy.

'2) Sixty pereant of Amexiaan families have their: OVn homes
(a real revelation to the Soviet oitizen with his five

square maters of floor space),
3) Three sut of-four familiea have their own automobiles,

4) In spite of the fa.ot that the country whi¢h is the bul-
wark of Western defense againet Communist aggression
spends 42 billion dollars for ite military needs, the
amount spent by oitizens for food, clothing, housing,
household furnishings and automobiles is five timen as

‘great,

5) Americans are able to travel abroad to the tune of one-
' and-a—half billion dollars a year,

6) The U, 8. government oannot aot without the consent of
" the governsd. :

7) ‘Thatha U. 8. there is unfettered populap disoussion of
- impoxrtant Lssués, .

- The author's concluding sentence makes it olear that he Bees
¥n the current disoussion of values in Americs a sound and healthy

. phenomensn, At the same time, it is a deft Jab at the lack of
freedom in the Soviet Union: "Without the ability of .the people w~-
- of every - people, 1ncluding our own -~ to hold a regular reappraisal

'~.fof values, there can be no vitality, ho progress in soclety."

. "Not by oake al@ne" 48 an allugion 10 Dudintsev'a novel
“Not By Bresd Alone," which has been heavily censured by the Come

- munist Party, It implies two ironic comparisons of Amerigan and
Boviet standardss a political comparison of differences between

a soclety where oriticism flourishes and one where works of orit-

L ioism are condemned, and an economic comparison, 1 €4 "gake" Ve~

. pus “bread "

The raferance to "our sciantifio achievements"was deliberately
inserted as part 6f RL's campaign to drive a wedge between the

1S

/’ )
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Party and other elements of Soviet society (e.gs "our Army,"

"our peasantry"). In this ocese, it implies that the attain-
ments of Soviet science, while they may have been usurped by
the Party, are truly the fruit of native genius and not the

product of "partiynaya opaka." The listenser, who knows that
RL ig always Jjanmed and who has probably been attacks on the

' station in the official press, can hardly be led to believe
_that RL 18 trying to ldentify itself with the Communist Party

when he hears thia_terminology. )

The commentary's criticism of certain values in Ameriean
gociaty is far weaker than that to be found in many articles
and statements emanating from responsible U.S. public figures
of all political persuasions. Such expressions of opinion,

‘aven though they stem from good intentions, are frequently

gquoted by Soviet press and radie for sinister purposes, and
they are also avallable to a gogdly number of Soviet ociltizens
from less tainted gources than their own controlled media.

The commentary writer was attempting to come to grips with what
the informed Soviet listener already knows about currents of
re~examination in American society, and to reduce them to a
healthy perspective.

.- Implementation of a policy designed to establish RL in.

the listener's eyes as an independent voice free of American
control frequently calls for painful decisions., The commentary
in question was passed by the American advisory staff because

in their opinion it fell within the framework of this policy

as an effective pieee of anti-Communist propaganda. (It may v
be that this kind of treatment is controversial, but tha intent
bshind the decision was completely in keaplng with the station's

808180)

29. Dec. 1957

Liberation of Eastexrm Europe: A phrase about UeS, end

‘British aid, both economic and military, could have hgen in-

cluded; the words "with the aid of its wartime allies” could

‘have preceded the phrase "The Soviet Union. liberated Eastern
.Europe from Hitler.” On the other hand, it should bhe noted

that when the quote is put back into context the words immedi-
ately following "Hitler" are as follows: M"...only in order to
lay 1its own hand and begin imposing communigm upon it,."

The second sentence quoted represents a true report of V/A

‘Kennan's views, whether one approves or disapproves of them.

As to the third guotation, the fact is that Kennan's
lectures attracted worldwide attention and one of the important
funetions of Radio Liberation is to serve as a sounding board
for issues of the day that trouble the world and presumably
most of our most intelligent listeners,

S

e
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The oritigue of this broadeast does not present a com-
plete picture. In addition to the examples c¢ited by Mr.
Levine, the broadcast contained outright condemnation of the
one~party systems at one point the conversation rung as fol-

1ows¢

Pratleys ...We ocannot at all agree that a ona-
. party system in a country is right.

Qorrespondentt Could you then peraonally remain
in this (the Labor) party if it became the only
political party in England? .

Pratleys I would then immediately leava tha
Labor Party.

At another point Mr. Pratley indicates that there are only
twelve communists at Cambridge out of a total of 7,600 students
-~ a very important refutation of Soviet propaganda claims
concerning the influence of communists among European students
and intellectuals. HMr, Pratley further indicates in this inter-

. view that the students are free to send critical resolutions’
%o the Executive Committee of the Labor Party and that they are
financially independent of the Labor Party Exscutive. -- another
important object lesson for student listeners in the Soviet Union.
Mr., Pratley further indlcatea that visiting students from the
Soviet Union could not be contacted by his organmzatlon in spite
of the fact that they spent six days in Cambridge -- another
eaxposé of the. insincerity of the Joviet authorities in imple-
menting contacts between Soviet and English studenta.’

It was felt that such points, made by a member of; the Labor

Party Club at Cambridge, would sound more convincing o the -
. Soviet listener than similaxr criticisms made by either@r'
~or Conssrvative club member. v H
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S8ubway Striket RL- givea regular covsrage to strikes in
the Western world for two reasons?

1) We counter Soviet propaganda by providing the listener
" with much more objective reporting than he gets from
one-sfded, communist~slanted stories in the official
prese and radio where Western labor strife is of course
given hesavy play.

2) We are able to use strike stories to show that in the
"Capitalist" West workers are able to press their
interestes without being mowed down by tanks; as is
the case in the Communist"workers' paradise." (We
also report gains made through strike~-action by Western
workers. )

: In view of the arrest of four union-leaders by New York
Gity authorities, this partioular item might better have been
left alone, Still, it did accomplish the purpose of showing .
that despite the arrests 2,800 subway-workers were able to
gtrike without facing military or police repressions.

RATO. Commentary: This NYPD commentary attempted to show
how the WNATO partners, despite Soviet claims that they are
puppets of the United States, meet to solve their problems on
a bagis of equality. Unfortunately, history caught up with the
writer, who obviously expected that the Paris Conference would
have a different outcome. It can be agreed in the light of
what did happen that his emphasis on "orisis" and his evident
advocsagy of chenge in the character of NATO did not help him to
aooomplish his objective,

It ahould be notad that this commentary was run side—by~éide
with a dorrespondent's report from Paris which stressed positive
aspeets of tha NATO situation‘ '

g

il
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. ~33, “Des, 18, 29800 '

Bethe Btatemantl At the time thie item was broadoast, the
- Soviet press was full of eocurate gquotes from responsible Amer-
ican and other Western sources admitting the Soviét lead in Peok-
etry, RL oonld hardly ignore this fact, but it was able to soften
4t by quoting Dy, Bethe to the effeot that the U, S. was naver—
thelésa ahead in nuclear development. . :

: Using only %he positive part of Bethe'as oomment would have
done little to offset what the Soviet public alresdy knew about
_ achievements in the field of rosoketry, but it might hava danaged
' the objective appear&nee of RL's newaoaat. ‘

"Sov @t Newss" In this item the Soviet solentists' predioctions
of achievements in the next century were not limited to their own
sountyy, but dealt with world sclence as a whole, Thus, their
atateménts constituted an admission that future progress is not
the exclusive domain of "sooialist science,” but will be achieved
through international community of effort -« a striking contradat
to the customary Communist line, _

: ngiet News is designed to butter wp British readers, not
- fur the Soviet public. The adviaory staff felt that by playing
. this stopy back to Soviet listeners RL would demenstrate “the
hypocrisy of their government. .

In addition, the soientists! forecsets (a oure. for ¢ancem
pocket television sets, new sources of naurishment) were. considered
‘to ‘be legitimately newsworthy., They are not out of keaping with
similar predictions made by responsible ¥estorn acientists.

Biographiéss It is true that the biagraphies of these three

‘méen were based on information from Communist sdurdes. There was

~ very little significant informetion en them available figh Western
Bources, and the amount of di ging which would have been required
to obtain it would have meds ft impossible. for RL to respond
quiekly to their appointments. (The "New York Times" in printing
biographiecal information on such secondary 80viet peraonalities,
ig 8150 obliged to use Communist sourees.)

The faots used in these biographies, although takan from

Communist sources, were essentially neutrel and certainly did not
“reflect pralse of the {ndividuals, : :

[9
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‘It is not true thet “these skebtohes differwsd in no respest

from the offioisl Soviet 'Who's Who' accounts of the three Khrushe

“chev appointess,"” In two ocases (Ignatov and Mukhitdinov), RL was

able o bring out the compromising fact that thair caresrs had

‘had a setback when Stalin died, thus identifying them with the
- pertioular excesses of his eya, Following arg quotea trom the

broadoast:

Ignatev'a further upward prograsa along the
Party ladder was halted by Stalin's death...._

Mukhitdinev 8 career was somewhat retarded
by Stalin's death.... _ . .

- The major purpoaa of thies broadcast was to show that, in
keeping with RL's image, the stetion takes speoial interest in

_ Soviet internal developments, It was felt that the information

itself would be of interest to the many people who do not have

'ready accese to roference librariea in the Boviet Unicn. _

' 36s._Dec. 29, 1957, |

Gaither Report: This soript attempted to point up onme of the
esséntial demoorati¢ freedoms: the right to discuss end oriticisze
government policies and sotions in the press and elsewhere, Aside
from the Alsop quote, we inoluded & stetement by Vice-President
Kixzon to the effect that the people must be informed about the
faots on which the Gaither Report was based. The soript concludes: )
"It & inevitable that in every democxatis country the government vV
is obliged to btake public opinien into agcount, even in questions .
conoerning defense," Public disousgion, the soript says, provides
one of the best means of correcting misfakes and developing poliocies
which are in the best interésts of the country and the people.

3T Jden, 4, 1958,

Lengeton Hughes Interviews In thisg NYPD sdéxipt, the effort o
was méde apparently to fao® oommunist charges as Torthrightly as o
possible., Radio Liberation osnnet achieve the authority and confi= *°
denoge it courts among i%s listeners if it shirks issues, e¢speocially
those that conocexn the mores of the United States, It must peérforce
fape the facts of lifae about the position of the Negro in the United
States and demonstrate to its audience that it has the gourage to

do 86 by asking the kind of quéstions that trouble the Soviet listener

who is under the constant pressure of Soviet propaganda, Radio Lib-

.eraﬁien'a funoction is to face such issues and deal with them forth-

‘rightly, It must orveate the impression of objectivity, especially

on such issues ae the treetweht of Negroes in the United States, to
oounteract the ¢onstant charge in the Soviet press that RL and the
American CGmmittae are more instruments of the United States Govern-
ment.

2o
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. "Evolution”"s The meaning of "mighty internal evolution"
is quite olsar in the context of this commentary. It refers
o the retreat which popular unrest since Stalin's death has
forced on a Soviet leaderahip weakened by the continuing
ptruggle for power, RL does not attribute this evolution to.
any ohangé of heart on the part of the remaining Communist
leaders, but to the fact that they have been put on the de-
fensive by inoreasing popular awareness that the regime is
neither infallible nor invulnerable to public pressure. RL v
sees as the underlying reason for thias the way the regime's
powar to take arbitrary action has suffered from attrition of
the_Pa:ty and State spparais, and above &ll, of the terror

Organs.

RL is not only swimming with this tide, but is doing
everything in its power to accelerate it. The station does not
oppose the ooncept of "forced evolution” to the idea of revolu~

“tion, but it has been unable to find avidencs that a revolutionary
situation now edists in the Soviet Union, Tts policy is based

on the assumption thaty in the absence of & major war, evolution k//
is necessary to.pave the way for a democratic revolution.

David Lawrence is not banned by RL. RNeither are Vice~
President Nixon, Senator Knowland and a host of other distinguished
figures commonly associated with the so-called "right wing" who
have honoreéed the station by contributing specially to its broad-

casta.

39. Rebe 3, 1938.

Culturel Agreements It should be clear from the full con-
text of the weekly review that RL was making a distinction between
real coexistence, i.e, lowering of the Iron Curtain from the

Communist gide, and the phony brand of coexistence offered by
Khrushehev. If this broadecast admitted that concessions made
by the Soviets in signing the cultural agreguent were & step in
the right direction, it did so in order to whet the appetite of
listensrs for more such concessions on the part of their govern-
ment. :

True, the quoted axoerpt was somewhat sloppily worded, so
that taken out of context 1% could appear to ¢oincide with the
Communist line. This happened by accident, not by design.

2l

Approved for Release: 2019/09/25 C06768086



Wilson Center Digital Archive ' Original Scan
CO67§8086‘A . Approved for Release: 2019/09/25 C06768086

405 . Peb. 4, 1958.

danchester Guardimn quote:s The phrase "Soviet scientisis
can achieve enormous suogesses in every field" assumes a
totally different .significance when restored to the context

in which it was broadcast by RL:

"Soviet scientists oan achieve enoruous
successes in every field on which the
Soviet leadership will concentrate the
necessary resources even though it may
becons necessary for peopla to 1live in
earthen-huta,”

The rest of thie Manchester Guardian comment, as quoted
in RL's press review, made ‘two other telling points:

1) The American people have every reason to rejoice in
the lauriching of the "Explorer" satellite. Although "Explorer"
weighed only a fortieth as much as one of the Sputniks (a fact
alresdy known to the listener who had read Pravda or heard any
Western broadcast desoribing the American sateliite), it was
Just as valuable from the sclentific standpoint EL the heavier
Soviet satelli te.

2) From the standpoint of mankind, advances in the peaoaful
harnessing of nuclear energy, such as those made by ‘British
scientists at Herwell, are far more important than ‘the develop~
ment of long-range: rockets.

41, _Feb. 4, 1958.

South Pole: The point of this item was tc contrest living
conditions of Soviet scientists in the remote Antarctic wastes
with those of average ¢itizens at home. Certainly very few
ordinary people in the Soviet Union have washing machines, and
many do not have central heating and electricity. (These were
among the conforts enumerated in the item, )

0il pipeliness It is natural for the West to be concerned’
about what irresponsible irab leaders amsy do to hinder the flow
agross their territory of 01l which is used to devalop the
Western gconomies, ' .

N
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2. Feb, 5, 1958, (oontinuéd)

Correctly translated, 4the last gentence readss "This
gives the Western countries grounds for fear” (not “"this is
what g@ives..."). Thus, there is not intended implication
that oil is the only concern, or even the major concern, of
the Western countries in their relations with the UAR.

*Kishi Speechs Prime Minister Kishi's reference to antis
Amerioan feeling on Okinawa wae given heavy play by Boviet
media. If RL had reported his speech without mentioning his
remarks on Okinawa, this might have seemed to the Soviet
listener to be a deliderate act of falsification.

In actual fact, the BRL item gave much more balanced treat~
ment to Kishi's Okinawa reference, than did Soviet propaganda,
thus helping to offset Radio Mosocow's ploture of hysterical
anti-American feeling on the island. But the real advantage in
reporting the speech was that RL brought out other statements
by Kishi which had been omitted in Soviet coverage and which
shed 8 somewhat different 1light on Japanese foreign polioya

1) -Japan would not recognize the Chlnese Communiste because
of its treaty ties with the Formosa government.

2) Japan was raady to cooperate with the U S. in developingj
the economies of Southeast Asla, . '

Thus, RL'S news itam put the Kishi spaech 4in its proper
perspective and threw the onus of falsifieation on the Soviet

preas gnd radio.-

: The Japaneese amb&saador s ocomment on Okinawa wes not thrown
in gratuitously by RL. It had been quoted by Kiahi in his speech.

Summit commentaryt Wo are puzzled by eritic1sm of the
lines "Briefly stated,. not even the most solemn .pact guarantees
by iteelf any kind of peace..." This happened to correspond
exactly with the position of the U.S. State Department that.

‘any Kast~Waest agraemantwwould be worthless unless enforoement
'machinery ware provided. _ S <

23
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1958. (continued)

The other passage quoted ("In oxrder to answer the ques~
tion, it is necessary first of all to draw a line between
the genuine aims and aapirations of the governments of the
great powers and the propaganda which acdompanies their
declarations in this regard...") served to introduce a page-
long i{ndiotment of the Soviet government for its history of
broken promises and abandonaed treaty obligations (the 1939
partition of Poland, attack on Finland, seizure of the Baltic
countries, repudiation of the UN disarmament subcommi ttee).

 If the Anglo-British attack on the Suez Canal was also mentioned

as a violation of treaty obligations (i.e., the UN Charter),
this was done:only to strengthen the oommentary‘a ‘appearancé:
af abjectivity and -.thus to reinforce its condemnatian of Soviet

policgy and praetices.

This commentary is in fact one of the most vigorous
defenaes of Western poliocy ever broadcast over RL (or any.
other radio station), as should be evident when read in full.

"In thie case, Bl vigorously sought to expose the phonineas of
Soviet propaganda and to diseredit the Moscow campaign for a

summit. conference .

2'f
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