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May 27, 1953 -

HIMORANDUE FOR PHE ANCORD

FROM ¢ The Fresident

Review of Steps Taken to Strengthen Radio Liberation
crograoming -~ Participants: Messyrs. Bugene Lyons,
isaag Pon lLevine, and Vowland Sargeasnt ~=- Datel May 27

sa

SR

th me at my inviitstion, fellowing our
gorning seeting in which the recltor of Planning prenented the ape-
proved Sounbtyry Teper. I sald that the following steps had been taken
to wiren.then dadio Libevation programaing srd I wanted to bring them

Hensrs. Levine and Lyons met w

Wi

Choth un o date on thease meccures.
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7 I bt o { . - w3 . P .. . L}
1. Effective as of Hay 26, 1958, ¥r. Yobert “hankloend reassigned
]S Frof & zor to the Slavie desks, snd be will be
Hre Foi Deopnan and Mr, Jesenh foott. '
2s  Fesvonsibllity for deter

langusge wrogram is

an rosram Ldviser

# brial pericd of
ongibility for the

i the didldy meetd » molection and prepara-

the review of all items whiclh,
- in any seonse dublouws or coniyae
the Tinal deeclision is to be made
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preparaiion, app
in the ewsant of dispute

o
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b, ¥y, Yictor vrank is veussigned as Special Htaff ‘nalyst in the
Office of the Folicy and vlanning idvisor, ir. Halamuth. His major
funetion will be the preparation of special snalyses of developnents
important te the radio. He will be cnlled upon, from time to timey
to furnish scripts on reguest, but he will snot exercise any gsupervie-
sion over ouiput, nor will he independently determine the content of
any radio programming. His production for use in radio programming
will be subject to the some review snd same oystem of checks ond bal-
ances ax any other contributor, and his main function will be in the

field of analyels.

i

%¢ 4 wew and promising candidate, with ability in the Rusaian language

and with good news experience, appears to be available to go in the
near future to head the News Desk in Munich. Tor special reasons that
I explained to Messrs. Lyons and levine, we do-not wish at the mome?t
to identify this man publicly or to reveal any conpection vetween hin
and the jwerdican Commitiee, ‘
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6« The review of all personnel connected with programming in the
Russlan language is continmulng but has not yet been conmpleted, I
agsgured them that it would be thorough and coliprehenszive.

eaﬁetosq

1 s2id that thease were the steps thxt I had found it possible to take
‘up to nowe I felt that the effectiveness of these steps could only
be Judged in the long run by the cutput of the radio itaelf, in which
Hessrs. Lyons and Levine concurred. I emphagized the necessity of
finding personnel of highest guality and invited their suggestions.
b The following developed:

=

as lMr. Lyons suggeBt®3“that I get in touch with Kingsbury 3mith to
see whether any of The™INS men who are being let out because of the
merger with the UP, would meat our needs.

be HMr. Levine inquired whether the officer who had been serving at

the U.%2. enmbassy in Hoscow, Mr. Baker, who was denied permission to
return; might posaibly be available and have useful gqualifications, I
sald thet we were hoping that Mr. Pateh and others might at least have an
opportunity of talking with him.

€e Hr. Levine mentioned that there might be some young officers. now
gerving in the SBtate Department who had returned within recent months
from Hoscow who might welcome a year-or-two break from any government
service with an operation such ag ours, but he identifled ne on speci~ .

* fically by nanme.

Mr. Levine suggssted that ir. Lyons wmil wht want to write informally to
hia old friend ¥Hr. Halamuth and urge that he display every effort to
cooperate during the trial period which I had mentioned, but Mr. Lyons
‘felt that this wazs not & useful suggestion, and said that he did not
plesn to compunicate informally with ¥r,. Malamuth, since he felt that
it i3 now up to ¥Mr. Halamuth to work out an appropriate relationship
within the organization in Munich. Advice by letter, he had found,
was seldom effective and seldom fullowed.

I then mentioned the laws ‘tlanual which had been prepared eorly in 1958
in order to gulde the News Desk in the gelection and preparation of
news items., I said that this would have to be studied to see whether
it needed revision or nmodification as & result of the final approval

of the Country Faper. When we have had a chance to make this review,

I invited Hessrszs. Lyons and Levine to study with me the provisions in
the manual, aud to see whether, out of their experience in handling news,
we could improve in any way/the criteria and guidance we were giving

‘40 the liews Dask. They both said that they would be glad to help and
that I should let them know when that time had cone.

%e then gonaluded the meeting. Ve did not discuss in any way the
evaluations of Hadio Liberation programming which had been preparsd
by Mre. Levine or by Mr. Lyons, nor did the question of the name of
Radio liberation ¢ome up.

HiS:ab
yallow c¢c

Approved for Release: 2019/09/25 C06768089



