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MEMORANDUM FOR: The President, AmComLib
- ATTENTION: . Special Projects Officer
SUBJECT: Mailling Books to the USSR

1. The Free Europe Press (CFE) has been engaged for some time
in a book mailing operation which we have reason to believe has been
quite effective. The Preas has stringers located in various Eurcpean
cities and the U.S5. who keep in touch with local publishing houses, When
books appropriate for distribution in the communist blec are published,
the Press stringer requests the publisher to mail coples to selected
addressees in the satellites in the publisher's own wrapper and to
forward to F.E.P. any correspondence which ensues. The books selected
have been of varied nature, usually describing democratie processes in
an indirect fashion, and are non-inflammatory. Recently this type of
operation was extended to the Baltic states and its success there has
raised the question of its extension into the USSR. 1In one case, for
instance, a Swedish publisher issued a brief book of Latvian felk songs.
When the book was mailed to addresses in Latvia, a letter was sent to the
publisher from a group of latvian women cerisors through whose hands it had
passed, requesting additional copies for their own use.

2. We would appreciate your views on the possible extension of
such an operation into the USSR, including your ideas on what types of
books (in what languages) and to what types of addressees.

STAN WARD
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