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Summary:

As other documents in this collection on Moroccan nationalists in 1947 and 1950 have
exemplified, the United Nations was an important arena in decolonization struggles for
Arabs, as it was for Asians and Africans as e.g. Alanna O’Malley’s The Diplomacy of
Decolonisation: America, Britain, and the United Nations during the Congo crisis,
1960-1964 (2018) has shown. In this regard, the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO),
which was founded in 1964 and taken over by the Fatah movement in 1969, was no
exception. 

To be sure, Palestinian organizations including Fatah and the PLO decried key UN
actions. One was the UN Palestine partition plan of 1947; another was UN Security
Council resolution 242 of November 1967. Calling upon Israel to withdraw “from
territories occupied” during the Six-Day War in June and calling for the
“acknowledgment of the sovereignty, territorial integrity and political independence of
every State in the area and their right to live in peace,” it did not mention Palestine or
the Palestinians. Even so, the PLO sought to get access to the UN and UN recognition. A
crucial landmark on this road was the address to the UN in New York in November 1974
by Yassir Arafat (1929-2004), a Fatah co-founder in 1959 and from 1969 PLO chairman. 

Arafat did not speak at the Security Council, which was and is dominated by its five
veto-carrying permanent members Britain, China, France, the United States, and the
USSR/Russia. Rather, he addressed the UN General Assembly (UNGA), where from the
1960s Third World states were in the majority; his speech was the first time that the
UNGA allowed a non-state representative to attend its plenary session. The UNGA
invited the PLO after having decided, in September, to begin separate hearings on
Palestine (rather than making Palestine part of general Middle Eastern hearings), and
after the PLO was internationally recognized as the sole representative of the Palestinian
people, a landmark accomplishment for the organization. The UNGA president who
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introduced Arafat, Abdelaziz Bouteflika (1937-2021), was the Foreign Minister of Algeria,
which since its independence in 1962 had supported the Palestinian cause
organizationally, militarily, and politically. Arafat spoke in Arabic; the below text is the
official UN English translation. Arafat did not write the text all by himself; several PLO
officials and Palestinians close to the PLO, including Edward Said, assisted, as Timothy
Brennan has noted in Places of Mind: A Life of Edward Said (2021). Later in November
1974, the UNGA inter alia decided to give the PLO observer status and affirmed
Palestinians’ right to self-determination.
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English,French,Arabic
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Wednesday, /3 November /974,
at 10..10 a.m.

2282nd
PLENARY MEEnN8

NIW YORK

,. In the name of the people of Palestine I take this
opportunity to congratulate three Otates that have
recently been admitted to membership in the United
Nations after obtainina their national independence:
Guinea..Bissau, Bangladesh aodGrenada. I extendour
best wishes to the leaders of those Member States
and wish them progrees and success.
6. Mr. President, I thank you for havina invited the
PLO to participate in thisplenary session of theUnited
Nations General Assembly. I am arateful to all those
representatives of States of the United Nations who
contributed to thedecision to introduce thequestion of
Palestine as a separate item on the aaenda of this A...
sembly. That decision made possible the A.ICmbly'.
resolution invitina us to address it on the queatlon
of Palestine.
7. This is a very important occasion. The question
of Palestine is heina re-examined by the United Na·
tions, and we consider that stev to be a victory for
the world Orpnization as much u a victory for the
cause of our people. It indicates aaew thf.t the United
Nl\tions of today is not the United Nations ot the
put, just as today's world is not yesterdAy'l world.
Today's United Nations represents 138 nationt, a
number that more clearly reflects the will ot the inter..
national community. Thus today's United Nation. it
more n.early capable of implementina the principles
embodied in its Charterand in the Univenal Declara
tion of Human Riartts, as well aa beina more truly
empowered to support causes of peace and ju.tice.
8. OUr peoples are now bejinninato feel thatchanp.
Alon. with them,the people.otAsia, Atrica andLatin
America also (eel the chanp. As a result, the United
Nations acquires are.ter esteem both in our peopW's
view and in the view ot other peoples, Our hope it
thereby strenathened that the United Nations can
contribute actively to the punuit and triumph of the
cau-e. of pe-:e, justice, freedom and independence.
OUr resolve to build a new world is (ortiflCd--a world
(ree of colonial.,m, imperialitm, ne<H.:oloniaJism II'H1
racism in each of it. intlancet, includin. zion.tm.
9. Our world aspiret to peace. jUltice, eqwJity and
freedom. It wiwa that oppret.ed nationa, bent under
the weiaht of imperialitm, miaht pin their freedom
and their riJht to -elt·determination. It hopes to pllle.
t.he relation. between nation. on a bui. of equality,
pelCeful c:ocxittcnce. mutual re.pecl for each other'.
internal dun. Hcure nationallOvereipty. indeptn..
dence and territorial unity Oh the btl,', ofjuttice and
mutual benefit. Tbi' world re.ulvet that the cconomic
tiel bindinl it ropther 'hould be aroundcd in ,juttice,
puity and mutu.ll Inrerett. It .tpirel thwlJy to direct
itt ~u~ retoU t.C.'CI .......'·ntl.t the ~QUrae.. of poverty.
'.mu1C. d...I-.e and ru..tural cllanury, toward the de..
vclopment of productive ~ientifk and technical
clI*biUciet to eniws<:e human wcaltb-all Ihi' in die
hQpe of redueln. the di'Ptlrity between the 6evelos*tl
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O/lkUd R,cordl

AGENDA ITEM 108

QueItIoa off PaIutIae (colltbtll#d)*

I. The PRESIDENT (Interpretation from French):
Memben will recall that the General Assembly, in its
reaolution 3210 (XXIX), adopted on 14 October 1974,
M,cided to invite the Palestane Liberation Orpniza..
tion [PLO], the representative of the Palestinian peo
ple, to participate in the deliberations of the General
Asaembly on the question ot Palestine in plenary
meetil1ls.

[The Prelldent continued In Arable].
2. The PRESIDENT (Interpretation from Arabic):
On behalf of the General A'Hmbly, I with to extend
a warm welcome to Mr. Vuser Arafat, Chairman
of the Executive Committee of the PaIe.tine Libera..
tion Otpnization and Commander..in..Chief of the
PaIe.tine Revolution. 1now invite him to addre.. the
General Assembly.
3. Mr. ARAPAT (Inttrprttatlon from Arabic).' In
the name of the people or Palestine and the leader of
it. national .trugle, the Paleltine Liberation Orpn..
izatiun, I take this opportunity to extend to you,
Mr. Pre.ident, my wannelt f;onaratulationt on your
eIKtion to the prelidency of the twenty"ninth Hllion
of the United Nation. Oeneral Allembly. We have,
of COUrle, Iona known you to bealincere anddevoted
defender of the CAUH of freedom, ju.tice and peace.
We have known you allO to be in the v&ftlUlld of the
lreedom-tllhte1'l in their heroic Alprian war of na..
tional liberation. Today AJaeria hat attained a di...
tinauilhed poaition in the world community and ha.
UlUmed it. re.pon.ibilitiet both in the national and in
the inlen,.tiona1 fleldt, thut eamina the .upport and
e.teem of all the countries of the world.
... I allO avail myaelt of this opportunity to extend
my sincere.. appreciation to. Mr. Kurt Waldheim,
the secretary·Gene.... of the United Nation., (or the
..at don. heha. made and i' ItiU muina to cnable
u. to ...ume our retpontibilitie. in the lmoothe,t
pottible way,
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and the developed countries. But all such tlspirations
cannot be realized in a world that is at present ruled
over by tension, injustice, oppression, racial discri
mination and exploitation, a world also threatened
with unendins economic disasters, war and crisis.
10. Great numbers of peoples, includina those of
Zimbabwe, Namibia, South Africa and Palestine,
anlCl'fla many others, are still victims of oppressiop
and violence. Their areas of the world are gripped by
armed struaales provoked by imperialism and racial
discrimination, both merel« forms of agression and
terror. Those are instances of oppressed peoples
compelled by intolerable circumstances into confron..
tation with such oppressl'm. But wherever that con
frontation occurs it is leaitimate and just.
11. It is imperative that the intemational community
should support these peoples in their struaales, in
the furtherance of their riptful causes and the attain..
ment of their ript to self-determination.
12. In Indo-China, the peoples are still exposed to
agreasion. Theyremain subjected ~" con6piracies pre
ventiJtl them from tttainina peace and realizin, their
10111. Althou;b peoples everywhere have welcomed
the qreements on peace reached in Laos an<A South
Viet Nam, noone CM say that ,enuine peace has been
achieved, nor th4t those forcel responsible in the first
place for ~s.ion have now desisted from their
attacks on viet Nam. The same can be said of the
present military agre..ionapinst the people of Cam..
bodia. It is therefore incumbent on the international
community to support these oppres~d peoples, and
also '0 condemn khe oppre,sorl for their desips
qoAirnt peace.' Moreover, de.pile the positive stand
tU..n by the Democratic People'. Republic of Korea
with reprd to a peaceful, just solution of the Korean
qucsti(Jh, therei. u yet no ICttlement ofthat que.tion.
13. Afew month. 110the problem of Cypna.erupted
violently before us. All people. everywhere .hared in
the .uft'erina of the Cypriot•• We a.k that the United
Nation. continue itl 'tl'ortc to reach a jUtt wlution in
Cypruc, thereby tparina the Cypriotc further war and
enwri", peace and independence for them in.tead.
Un<kM.Ibtedly, however, con.i~ration of the que.tion
of Cyprul belonp within that at Middle Eactem
probIemc a. well .. of Mediterranean problemc.
1-4. In their eft'ort. to replace an outmoded but
ttill duminant world ecoMmit $y.tem with • new,
more lotkaUy rational one, the countrie. of Acia,
Afri<:a and Latin America mUlt neverthele.. face
impllc:abIe attack. Oil the. efrart.. The.e cauntnel
haveexpre••d their view. at the .ixth ,.pedal .e.-ion
of the General A••mbly on raw n4aterial, and de
veJc.,wnent. Tbu. the plundcrin" the expl()itltion, the
.iphon.i..-orr ()f the wealth ut impoveri,htd people_
muct be terminated forthwith. There mu.t be no de
rerrina ut theM P'ople,' drort, rCl develop and cun
lrol their wealth .. furthermure. there .,. Ifave Mce,·
.ity for atrivina • fair prK:e- for raw materi". from
the. countt.' ..
.,. In Idddicm. theM tount"" (unhnue tu be ham·
peNd in the aUaJnment of their prif'rUl.r)' obJetItv,.,
fonaullUd at the 'l'lurd United Natton, C·ontctCrKe
on die lAW ofdie s.. at ('&nKa., at the Wurld Popula·
tion Conf.renc;e lit Buc;hart,t Iftd at the World f'uod
COftleten<;e In Rome ''Ilw Unated Nation, 'buule!

Gaenl AlMmbly-TweatyoolllDth s.IIkMI-PIeaary MettJap-----------------
therefore bend every effort to achieve a radical altera-
tionof the world economic system, makina it possible
for developina countries to develop. The United Na..
tlons must shoulder the responsibility ~or faahtina
inflation, now borne most heavily by the developina
countries, especially the oil-producing countries. The
United Nations must firmly condemn any threatsmade
aaainst these countries simply because they demand
their just riahts.
16. The world-wide armaments race shows no sian
of abatina. As ~ consequence, the entire world is
threatened with t fae dispersion of its wealth and the
utter waste of its eneraies. Armed violence is made
more likely everywhere. We expectthe United Nations
to devote itself sinaIe-miadedly to curbin, the un
limited acquisition of arms; to preventina even the
possibility of nuclear destruction; to reducina. the vast
sums spent on military technology: to convertina
expenditure on war into projects for development, for
increatlina production, and for benefitina common
humanity.
17. And still, the hiahest tension exists in our part
of the world. There the Zionist entity cUn,s tena
ciously to occupled Arab territory; zionism persists

.in its agressions apinst us and our territory. New
military prepmtions are feverishly beina made. The~
anticipate another, fifth war ot aaarelsion to be
launched apinst us. Such silns bear the cloNst
polSlible watchin" since there is a amve likelihood
that this war would forebode nuclear destructton and
cataclysmic annihilation.
18. The world i. in need oC tremendous etr(lft' if it.
aspiration. to peace, freedom, ju.t~ce, equality and
development are to be realized, if its struuIe 18 to be
victorio". overcolonialism, imperialism, neo-cclcnlat
ism and raci,m in III itfS forms, includin. zioni.m.
Only by such elrort. can actual torm be liven to the
upiration$ of all peoples, includin. the upiration$
of people. whose St.t~s oppou such etrort$. It is thic
road that lead' to the ftJlfllment ot tho.e principles
empha.ized by the United Nation. Charter and the
Univenal Declaration ot Human Ri.ftts. Were the
statu» quo Idmply to be maintained, however, the
world would in.tead be exposed to prolonaed armed
contli<:t, in addition to economic, haman and natural
calamity.
lCJ. [le.pite abidin, world crise" detpite even the
aJoomy power. of b1ckwardne.. and diu.trout
wron., we live in it hme uf atoriou. chanae. An old
world order i. crumblin.before our eye., u imperial ..
.Im, 4:uluni.si,m, neU<oluniali,m aand rtl(;i,m, che
chief form· of which i. lionitm, iMluctably peri....,
We ate privilcsed tu be able tu wirM" • areat wave
of hitwry beann, people. furward into a ne"" world
that they have treated In that world jUlt caUM' wil!
triumph., Of that we are cunfident,
2CJ The que'tic)ft uf Pale,tine belonp in lhi' per ~

lpec.:tlve ofemerprte and itrugle, PaIe'tinei. ct"U<:w
unpt rho". ju,t cau.e, fQ~~ for Qn.tintinal~ b)t

t.....", I.boun,., under Impen".,m Md aate"lOn,
It cannot be. and i, nt)t, lu.t un me today, a' I ltand
here before the Ocncral A"embly.. that ., I have betn
pycn the t)ppof'tun.fy tQ IIddttn the OCncra A,
IMmbly. ~, luu mutt ttN! oppurtunity be ,hen to ..11
hbcratK,n movcment, ""'tan....."'t flK.,m -.nd.I"pe
f1~.,m In their "anw:,.•n the name of tvery human
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heina strualina for freedom and self"determination,
I call upon the General Assembly uraently to pve
their just causes the same full attention the General
Assembly has 10 riabdy Jiven to our cause. Such
recoanitions once made, there will be a securefounda
tion thereafter for the preservation of universal peace.
For only with such peace will a new world order
endure in which peoples can live free of oppression,
fear, terrorand thesuppression oftheir riabts. As I said
earlier, this ia the true perspective in which to set the
question of Palestine. I shall now do so for the Gen"
eral Assemblys keepina firmly in mind both the per
spective and the aoal ota comina world order.

2J• Even as today weaddress the General AHsembly
from what is before all else an intemational rostrum,
we are also expressio, our faith in political and dip.
lomatic struale as complements, as enhancements
of our armed struule. Furthermore, we express our
appreciation of the role the United Nations is capable
of playina in settlinaproblems of international SC\)pe.
But this capability, I said a moment aaa, became real
onlyoncethe United Nations hadaccommodated itself
to the livina actuality ot aspirina people., toward,
which an Orpnization of 10 truly intemational a
dimension owe. unique obliption••

22. In addrellina the General A.sembly today, our
people proclaims it. faith in the future, unencumbered
either by put t~dies or present limitation.. If,
u we discuss the pretent, we enUlt the past in our
service, we do 10 only to liaht upour journey into the
future a!onpide other movement. of national Iibera·
tion. It we return now to th~ historical roots of our
eau" we do 10 becaute present at this Vf~ry moment
in our mid.t are thole who, while they occupy our
homes, .s their cattle araze in our PIIture., and as
their hand. pluck the fruit of our treel, claim at the
.ame time that we are disembodied _pirit., fictions
without presence, without tradition. or future. We
.peak of our root. also beClWle until recently some
people have reprded-and continued to reprd--our
problem as ~rely a problem of ref'upe•. They have
portrayed the Middle Ea.t qu.estion as little more than
a border ditpUte between the Arab State. and the
Zioni.t entity. They have imqined that our people
claims riaht. not rilhttUUy it. own and ticht. neither
with loP: nor valid motive, with a ,imple with only
to diaturb the peace and tu terroriu wltltonly. Par
there are amonaat yau--.nd here I refer to the United
State. of Amerita and othen like it-thoM who
supply our enemy freely with plane. and bombt and
with every variety of murderoua weapon. They take
ho'tile potitiona Jlllinat UI, deliberately diatomn,
the true e,..nee of the problem. All this i. done nor
onlyat ourexpenM,butat theIxpenMol'the Ameri<:an
people. and of the friendship we continue to hope can
be tementcd betweer. "'1 and thisare-t people. WhoM
hiatory of Itruuk rot the sake or freedom we honour
Md.uutc.

2l. I cannot rtQw (OCJQ this opportunity to appeal
from this ro.trum directly to tIM American peopk•
Mktne It to Ilvr it, wppcH1to (JUt _rot<; and¥tln,
people, I ..k It whole.heartecUy to Cftdorw npt Md
.ju.tke. to *all <HotIIW.~ 10 mind. hcrok
W.tlUnctoft whoM putpCMC wu .ha, nation", freedom
and "ldependenc•• AbnIham Lil'KoIn. champton of the
dc,titutc and tbe wretched•.nd aI~Woodruw Wllwn.

13NoY..... 197.. Id

whose doctrine of Fourteen Points remains subscribed
to and venerated by our people. I ask the American
people whether the demonstrations of hostility and
enmity takina place outside this areat hall reflect
the true intent of America's will. WI-,at crime, I ask
you plainly, has our people committed apinst the
American people? Why do you flabt us so? Does such
unwarranted belliserence really serve your interests?
noes it serve the interests of the American masse.?
1.,.0, definitely not. I can only hope that the American
people will remember that their friendehip with the
whole Arab nation is too areat, too abidina and too
rewardina for any such demonstrationl to ham it.
24. In any event, as our discus.ion of the que.tion
ot Palestine focuses upon historical roots, we do 10
because we believe that any question now exerci.inI
the world's concern must be viewed radically, in the
true root sense of that word. if a reallOlution is ever
to be &rasped. We propose this radical approach ..
an antidote to an approach to international i••ue. that
obscures historical oriains behind ianoranu, denial,
and a slavish obeisanc~ to the present.
25. The roots of the Nestin;tn qut.tion reach bKk
into the closin. years of the nineteenth century, in
other words, to that period we call the era of colo
nialism and settlement as we know it today. This is
precisely the period durin. which zioni.mas a scheme
was born; its aim was the conque.t or PaIe.tine by
European immiarantl, ju.t a. tettlen colonized, and
indeed raided, moat ofA(ri...l. Thisiathe period duriq
which, pouriq forth out o( the we.t, coloniAUsm
spread into the furtheat reacl...s of Africa, Aaia IUtd
Latin America, buildina colonie., everywhere cruelty
exploitin" opprelliq, plunderina the people. of thote
three continents. Tbi. period penilt. into the pt"CHnt.
Marked evidence of it. totally reprehensible pretence
can be readily perceived in the racism practiled both
in South Africa and in Palestine.
26. JUII a. coloniaJi.m and it.de~.dipitled
their COnquestl, their plunder and bmitlell attaek.
uponthe native. of Africa with appeal. to a ucivilizinl
and modernizil1l" minion, 10 too did wavea ofZioniIt
immip'ant. dillUi..e their purpose. I' they conqu.ered
Palestine. JUlt a. colonialism aa a 'Ylt,m and c:o
Ionw.at. a. it. inlttumcnt Died reupon. colour, race
tUtd IanaUIP to ju.tify the African'. exploitation and
his cruel lubjuption by terror and di.crimination.
so too were the" methods employed a. Palestine
w•• uaurpedand itspeople boundedfront their national
homeland.
27" JUlt I' toloniaJillm hecdlellly "led the wretched,
the poor. the exploited •• mere inert matter Ytilh
which to build and to tarry out Httler tobUaU...
10 too were dc,.itute. oppre,..d European Jew. cm..
pIoy.d on behalf or world imperiaU.m ud of die
Zionist leader.. EuroptUl J.ws were trantf'OC'IMd
into the instrument. of' ...,..lIion; they *IIM die
element.or.ukrcolon••U,m Intimac.ly .wed to rlCiU
ditc:nm.nation ,
21. Zaon.lt tMololY w•• utilized .n't out .......
tini&n people: the putpoM w.. not only the.~
meftt of W.,tem-'tyle MUlet co'om.lt.. but IliIO dM
My.nn. of Jew, from their v&l"kMa1 home..... _
wbMqucntly thear .'r,......nt from the" MUoM.
Zionalm la an .0000y that ., impuuUac. coIonhHat.
nKs,t. It i, profoundly fCKtionary udda-=~~

,~;",'''''''~C~'''''''-'''''_A•••..•...,... _
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GtMnI A.II•••Iy-TwtMJ....... I...... ..•.,M•.afar...... .
it il united with anti..Semitilm in itl retroarade tenetl
and il, when aU is said and done, another side of the
same bale coin. For when what ia proposed is that
adherentl of the Jewish faith, reprdlels of their
national residence, should neither owe allesiance to
their national relidence nor live on equal footiq with
itlother, non..Jewish citizens-when that il propoaed,
we hear anti..Semiticm bei~ proposed. When it il
proposed that the only solutIOn for the Jewish pro!)..
lem il that Jews muIt alienate themaelves from com
munities or nations of which they have been a hi...
torical part, when it is proposed that JewI solve :he
Jewish problem byimmiaratina to andforcibly HttUna
the land of another people-when thil occurs, exacdy
the aame po.iOOn is beiq adv~atedu the one urpd
by anti..Semites apinlt JewI.
29. ThUI, for instance, we can undentand the close
connexion between Cecil Rhodtl, who promoted
Httler coloniaU.m in south~ut Africa, and Theodor
Herzl, who had settlercolonil1i.t deljpl upon Pale...
tine. Havins received a certitk:ate of IOOd /Settler
coIonialilt conduct from Rhodel, Hem then turned
around and preMnted thia certificate to the Britilh
Qovemment, hopiq thuI to lleure a formal relOlu..
don lupportina Zlonilt polky. In exc.hanIe., the
Zioniata promiHd Britain an imperialilt hue on Pale...
tinian lOil 10 that imperial intereata could be ut ..
pwded at one of tlNir chiefatratel'pC pointa.
30. So the Zioniat movement all~d itaelf ditec,,\Jr.
with world colonialiam in a common raid onour wu .
Allow me now to preHnt a HSection of hiltorical
trutha About thi. Illiatl«.•
31. ne J.wilh invuion ot 1t.-!~ltiM bepn in 1881.
Before the tint Iarp wave of immilrantt atllted
Ift'ivinl, Paleltine had a population of half a miUionj
mo.t ofthe population wu eitherMu.lim or Chri.tian,
and only 20.000 w.re Jewish. Every -ement of the
population enjoyed the reliliou' tolerance cfwac..
teriltk of our civilization.
32. Paleltine wu then a verdant land, inhabited
lftIiftIy by 1ft Arab peopJ.e in the COUnt of buUdinl
its life and dyrwnkllly enrichina its indilenoul
culture.
33. Between IU2 and 1917 the Zionilt IftOv."nent
..ttled approxi~ly ~.OOO European Sew. '1ft our
homelMd. To do that it rewted CO trickery Md deceit
in order.CO implant them ift our midst. Itl IUtU.. in
IIttiftl ""~(.Iin CO issue the BaIt'our Declu'aUon UftCe
apin demonlttated the alliance betwHft %ioN... ucI
imperillism. furthermore. by promiliftl CO the Zionilt
move...nt whM w.. nut it. to .pv•• IriWta .tIowtd
how~Ilive w.. the rule of imPtriaUsm, AI it w..
COfMUtuted then. the lA.... of Nations IbMcIotM4
our Arab· people. Md WU/IOft"1I PltdMs Md promi..s
tUII to ~t, In the pUN of ........... British'..-riII.,. w.. tnMUy Md dittctly i~ Upotl
us, 11M Mandate i'lUtd by t lA of NaUoas
w.. 10 'ftIbIC the lJoni,. .nv to Wft~
lIMit pUI, In our homelllld

')4, O\'tr. penocl of JO ~t'" .r the ""our OK
......kJtt. the Zinc..,' moV'Nftt. ,,'Mc w.tIt Itl
cobIW .uy. IWCc:Mded hi~ IIbout die ...
~ 01~ EulOplaft HWI UIW'fII&ioa
01 tM .... lo' tIM Anh 01 n.u. lM1
dM Jew." populaUotl 01 1IIIIP"J 1y

600,000, ownilllless than 6 per centotthefertile land.
of Paleatine, while the Arab population of PaIe.tine
numbered approximately 1,250,000.
3'. Aa a re.ult of the coUulion between the Manda
tory Power and the Zioni.t movement and with the
auppert of some countriel, thil General A.aembly
early in itl hi.tory approved a recommendation to
ptrtition our Paleatinian homeland. Thia took place
In an atmo.pbere poisoned with que.tionable actiona
and .U'oI1lprellure. The General Aa..mbly partitioned
what it bad no riaht to divide-an indiviaible h0me
land. When we rejected that· dociaion, our poaitlon
corrclpondld to that of the natural mother who re
fuled to permit Kina Solomon to cut her IOn in two
when the unnuural mother claimed the child tor
he....1f and=..to. hi. diamemberment. Further
more, even .' the partition relOlution aranted
the colonialilt Httlen .,..per cent 01 the land of Pale...
tine, their di.Atiafaction with tbe deci.ionpromptod
them to wap a warof terror lPinat the civilian Arab
population. They ~cupied 81 per cent of the total
area of Paleltine, uprootina * miDion Arabs. ThUI,
they occupied ~2~ Arab townl and villlpa, otwhich
they ••troyed 385, completely obUteratinl them
in the proce••• Havana done ID, tbey built their own
Htdementa and colonic. on the ruinI ofour farma and
our aroVla, The roota of the Pale ·Mqueadon lie
beret Itt cau..ado not Item from anycontUct bctw~ ..
two reliPona or two nationaUama. Neither il it a
border c.:ontlict between neiahboril1l Statea. It il the
eau.. of people deprived otit. homeland, diapened
and uproo£ed, Md IIviq MOItly inexile ud in ref\aIN
camPi·
36.Widt IUppert from impedaJi.t and coloniaU.t
PoweR, the Zionilt entity manapd to pt itMIf ac..
cepted IS a Member of the United Nationa. It further
lucCMded in IItUna the Palead. queadon deleted
from the IIInda of the United Nation. and in cM..
ceivi.,. world public opinion by preMntinl our Caull
u a problem ofretUtee. in needeitherofctwity from
cJo..lOOden, or MtUlment in a land not thein.
37. Not ladlfted with 111 tbi.. the l'Kilt entity.
founded Ott the imptrialilt<OloniaJilt concept. turned
it..1f into a .... of imperialism and inco 1ft anew
of WUfOftI. Thil .nabled it to UIUmI itl role of
IUbjuptiftl the Arab people .nd of committinl ....
11'1"" I(IIinlt them, inOfder to u.titty it. ambition.
tor further .xpu.aort on Plaleltiniln u4 other Arab
IudI In Idditiott to the many inttant•• ut......ioft
COCMUtc.d by thi. entity n.t the NUJ·. Stact.,
it. ha launched two 1(. w...., in I~ Md
1961, dual.....rina world peK' and MCUrity.
31. A•• retu't et.·. ZkHtilt ......Ition in JUM 1961,
the my otc:upif4 ElYptiM Sinai .. f.,. .. the SuI.l
C The ....m~upitcl Syria", Golan Heichta•.
ht additiutt CO all .stiniu land w.1t of the Jordan.
AD lIMN clIVtlopmefttl hay. Md CO the ctodott in
our ... cl -Mc hu come to blIUto the uMMJ.
cUt £ut ptObM••'" ne litua&ft blen rtet
more ..riouI by die 'Mmy·, Ptnitlen« in c .
it. ualawful occupadoft Md in further~
ie. thus .IC bMc..... for ,*odd .,.•
........·11 thrutC QUI AnIb Mliaft, AD S1cuticy
CQlUllCU _ Md co wodd pubtic opiabl
lot .idldraWM rn. die GCcu,*, .. J.... 1961
"VI bMa ....' 01 tile Inle" tffoc1a
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on the internatio:w level, the "nemy has not been 42. The enemy we face has I! Ion, record of hostility
deterred from itl expansionist policy. The only alter.. even toward. the Jews themselves, for there is within
native open before our Arab nations, chiefly Eaypt the Zionist entity a built-in racism apinst Oriental
and Syria, was to expend exhau.tive ett'ortl in pre.. Jews. While we were vociferously copdemnins the
PIrina foteefuUy to relist that barbarous armed inva.. musacres of Jews under Nazi rule, Zionist leadership
sion-end this in order to liberate Arab land. and to appeared more interelted at that time in exploitina
rc.tore the rilhts of th~ Paleltinian people, after all them u best it could in order to realize its aoal of
other peaceful means had tailed. immiaration into Palestine.
39. Under these circumstances, the fourth WRr 43. If the immiJration of Jews to Palestine had had
brokeout inOctober 1913, brinaina home to theZionist u its objective the lOa! otelV'bli", them to live side
et,! 'Jmy the bankruptcy of its policy of occupat.tion, by sidewith us, enjoyi", the same riahtsanda~s.uminl
expansion and it. reliance on the concept or military the same duties, we would have opened our doors
tnilht. De.piteall this, the :eaders of the Zionist entity to them, at far at our l1omeland', capt"eity for absorp.
arc far from havina learned any lesson from their tion permitted. Such was the case With thl~ thousands
experience. They are tnakinl preparation.for the rJt'9..h of Armenianl and eireallian, who Itill live amonl UlS
war, resortina once more to the lanauaae of military in equality u brethren and citizens. But that the loal
superiority, agrel.ion, terrorism, lubjuption and, ot this immi....tion should be to UIUrp our homeland,
finally, always to war in theirdealin.s with the Arab.. di.perse our people, and turn us into second-(;!ass

citizena-thi. i. what noone can conceivably demand
40. It pains our people areatly to witne.. the pro- that we acquiesce in or submit to. Therefore, lIi.,c~
ptption of the myth that itl homeland wa, a desert it. inception, our evolution has not been motivated
until itwasmade to bloom bythetoilottoreian settl.ray by racial or rcliaiou. racton. Itl wqet hu never been
that it was a land without 2, people, Md that the colo- the Jew, as a person, but raci,t zioni,m and undi,..
niaUlt entitycausedno harm to any human beinl- No:' lUised egre••ion. In thi. unle, ours is allO a revolu..
such lie. MUIt be exposed from this ra.trum, for the tion for the Jew, u a human beiq, as well. We art!
world must know that Pale.tine WII the cradle of the .tfU4llina 10 that J~w., Chri.tians and Mu.lim. may
mo.t ancient culture. and civi!iution.. It. Arab live mequality, enjoyina dae u.mc riabtl and."umin;
people wereenppdinfarmil1l andbuildiq, Ipreadiq the tame dutiel, free from racial or reliJious dillCrim..
culture throuahout the land for thouunds of year., ination.
Httina an example in the practice of freedom of wor- 44. We do di.tirtllUi.h between Judaillm and zionism.
ahip, acana p faithful auardian. of the holy pW:e. ot r: .
all reliaion.. A. a IOn of Jerusalem, I treasure for While we maintain our oppo.ition to the colonlaliat
myself and my people beautiful memories and vivid Zioni.tmovement, were.pect theJeWish faith. Today,
imllCs of the reliaiou, brotherhood that was the hall.. almo.t one century after the rile of the Zioni.t move..
mark of 00,r Holy City before it succumbed to ca.ta... ment, we wi~ to warn of it. increuiq dan&er to the
-Ju. ( ..... Jew. of the world, to our Arab people and to world

t,..,...,,,. OUr peeP-MW continued to punue thi.enlilht.. peace ud lCCurity. for Mni.m encourqel the Jew
ened policy unt" the establishment ot the State ot to em~ out of hil homeland and arant. him an
1...1 and their dilpenion. Thi. did not deter our artitk:iaUy...:reatcd nationality. The Zionicte nwt.t"eed
people from punuina theirhumaniWian role onPale... ..... - ...
tinian lIOit. Nor will they permit their land to become with wir terrorilt activitie, even thouah theu have
.. IlUnchin.1*I (or agrenion or .. rKiet camp pred.. prqved inetrective. The phenomenon of conetant
iClted 00 the destruction of civilization, culture., el'l'lilration from lerael, which i' bound to &row I' the
pt"OII'e" and pelee. Our people cannot but maintain billion. at coloniali"m "'d rlCism in the world (all,
the herit~ of their ancestora in resiltintt the in"ldera, i. an example of the inevitability of the (ailure of
in usumma the privilepd talk of ddendinl their such activit"l.
....tive land, their Arab nationhood, their culture and 45.. We u.... the people and Governmenb of the
civilization. and in ut'eauardina the cradle of mono-- world to stand tItm apinst Zioni.t attempt, It en..,
theistic reliaions. coufllinl world Jewryto emiara«= from theirtoUntriee
41. Bycontral. we need only mention briefly lame and to UlUrp our land. We Utp them .. welt firmly
IUW'U lland.: itl IUJUVYIf of the Secret Army n-.... to oppote My ditcrimilWiorl apin't any human beinl

t"Y""'" . ....,....' It to relicion. race, or colour.
iwion in Aliena. itl boreteri. of tlM MltMr-coJo..
niaU,re in A1ric......whether in the ContO, AftIoIa. -i6. Why should our A.., PaIe,tiniM peop~ I*Y t~
Mozambique, Zimblbwe, Aun" or South Mric:...... price of Iuc:h ditcrirttiaation in tM world? Why .m.ukl
Md it. bt.c;leinl cl South Vier Ham IlPiftt the Viet.., our peopIt be re.,.,~b!e for the problem. uf Jewi'"
..It ..."oIutioft. fn -.deIicion. one (1ft mention irrunilralion. if tuth problem, eli,t in the mind. of
r.....I·. COfttinuinl .upport of imperialj,•• and rata.l. tan'Ie people? 'Ythy do not lltt IUpporte..- of tMte
.v.rywhe.... UI otMtructionilt ,tMd in dw: Committee problem.open rJMlir own C:<l'.ntric,. whkh c:an .tMorb
cl Tw.nly·four. it' rdUMl to (ut it. voce in IUpport and help thew imm t'?
of incleptndltM.;' for the Alrkln Scak'. and it, up- ~''T'i._ ha 1f ' .....
pcM&tion 10 CM d41mand' cl l'I'IMy A'Wt. Afric:an and ,"" .nult w tau UI lerron,t. WI1Nl tu p"vent
1.Adft AmerkM nation•• and MV.raI oUMr scaUl' ift world publk opjnion from diKovenftlthc truth about
tM WftI ftC4t. Oft raw ..,.rW... populatJOft. the u. and from ...... lheju.Uc:e Oft out' rKel. 'They
le. ~ tM Md food. All tMte fKt. ofter further ...k to hide the terroriam Md tyruny ~ thear -ett.
pnJCI ofllM c:lwKter at cM .......y tbar hat uaurped and our own pcMtute at ..1f·"etIC•.
QUI cl- '1"heY.,.,.bly tIM IIoaoutUIC It"'" w. ... The dllf nc;.betwee" the r'CvolutkHUU'"y and lIM
w .c le. A' wedeflftd • vi.,. ofihl futu ' teCTOrial U.I 1ft NUOft for _IlK;' .a.ch filht. "'Of
OUt y UfItoId' the ..yllt. of I'" pat. \W~ ,.vlr ,CMd' by • JUtl e..... Md filhtl fOf the
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freedom and liberation of his land from the invaders, sky the three religions were born and that under that
the settlers and the colonialists cannot possibly be sky these three religions shine in order to enlighten
called terrorist, otherwise the American people in mankind so that it might express the tribulations and
their struggle for liberation from the British colonialists hopes of humanity, and that it might mark out the road
would have been terrorists; the European resistance of the future' 4ith its hopes.
against the Nazis would be terrorism, the struggl2 of 52. The small number of Palestinian Arabs who were
the Asian, African and Latin American peoples would not uprooted by the Zionists in 1948 are at present
also be terrorism, and many of you who are in this refugees in their own homeland. Israeli law treats
Assembly hall were considered terrorists. This is them as second-class citizens-and even as third-class
actually a just and proper struggle consecrated by citizens since Oriental Jewsare second-class citizens-
the United Nations Charter and by the Universal and they have been subject to all forms of racial dim-
Declaration of Human Rights. As to those who fight rrrimination and terrorism after confiscation of their
against thejust causes, those who wage war to occupy, land and property. They have been victims of bloody
colonize andoppress otherpeople, thoseare the terror- massacres suchas that of Kfar Kassim; they have been
ists. Those are the people whose actions should be expelled from their villages and denied the right to
ccndemned, who should be called war criminals: for return, as in the case of the inhabitants of Ikrit and
~~'il~justice ofthecausedetermines the right to struggle. Kfar Birim. For 26 years, our population has been
49. Zionist terrorism which was waged against the living under martial law and was denied freedom of
Palestinian people to evict it from its country and movement without prior permission from the Israeli
usurp its land is registered in yourofficial documents. military governor, this at a time when an Israeli law
Thousands of our people were assassinated in their was promulgated granting citizenship to any Jew
villages and towns; tens of thousands of others were anywhere who wanted to emigrate to our homeland.
forced at gunpoint to leave their homes and the lands Moreover, another Israeli law stipulated that Pales-
of their fathers. Time and time again our children, tinians who were norpresent in their villages or towns
women and aged were evicted and had to wander in at the time of the occupation were not entitled to
the deserts and climb mountains without any food Israeli citizenship,
or water. No one in 1948 witnessed the catastrophe 53. The record of IsrMli rulers is replete with acts of
that befell the inhabitants of hundreds of villages and terrorperpetrated on those ofour people who remained
towns-in Jerusalem, Jaffa, Lydda, Ramle and Ga- under occupation in Sinai and the Golan Heights.
Iilee-no one who has been a witness to that catas- The criminal bombardment of the Bahr-al-Bakar
trophe will ever forset the experience, even though the School and the Abou Z8abal factory are but two such
mass black-out has succeeded in hidins these horrors unforgettable acts of terrorism. The total destruction
as it has hidden the traces of 385 Palestinian . 'tlages of the Syrian city of Quneitra is yet another tansible
and towns destroyed at the time and erased from the instance of systematic terrorism, If a recordof Zionist
map. The destruction of 19,000 houses during the past terrorism in South Lebanon were to be compiled, the
seven years, which is equivalent to tile complete de- enormity of its acts would shock even the most hard-
struction of 200 more Palestinian villages, and thesreat ened: piracy, bombardments, scorched-earth policy,
number of maimed as a result of the treatment they destruction of hundreds of homes, eviction of civilians
were subjected to in Israeli prisons cannot be hidden and the kidnapping of Lebanese citizens. This clearly
by any black-out. constitutes a violation of Lebanese svvereignty and is
SO. Their terrorism fed on hatred and this hatred in preparation for the diversion of the Litani River
waseven directed apinst the olive tree in my country, waters.
which has been a proud symbol and which reminded 54. Need one remind this Assembly of the numerous
themof the indigenous inhabitants of the land, a living resolutions adopted by it condemning Israeli aaares-
reminder that the land is Palestinian. Thus they sought slons committed &pinst Arab countries, Israeli viola-
to destroy it. How can one describe the statement by tions of human riahts and the articles of the Geneva
Golda Meir which expressed her disquiet about "the Conventions, as well as the resolutions pertainina to
Palestinian children born every day"? They see in the the annexation of the cityof Jerusalem and its restore-
Palestinian child, in the Palestinian tree, an enemy tlon to its former status?
that should beexterminated. For tens of years Zionists SS. The only description for these acts is that they
have been harrassine our people's cultural, political, are acts of ,barbarism and terrorism. And yet, the
social and artistic leac.'ers, terrorizina them and as- Zionist racists and colonialists have the temerity to
sassinatina them. They nave stolen our cultural heri- describe thejust struale ofour people as terror. Could
tqe, our popular folklore and have claimed it as there be a more flaarant distortion of truth than this?
theirs. Their terrorism even reached our sacredplaces We ask those who usurped our land, who are com-
in our beloved and peaceful Jerusalem. They have 'tt' d t ft' 't I
endeavoured to de-Arablze it and make it lose its mi m~ mur erousac so erronsm qams our peop e
Muslim and Christian character by eVlctina itfi lnhabl- and are practisina racial discrimination more exten-

• sively than th" aeists of South Africa, we ask them
tants and annexina it. to keep in mind the General Assembly resolution that
51, I must mention the fire of the AI Aq~a M08que called for the one-year suspension of the membership
and the disfiauration of many of the monuments, of the Government of South Africa from the United
which are both historic and reliaious in character. Nations, Such is the inevitable fate of every racist
Jerusalem, with its reliaiou~ hi~tory and its spiritual country that adopts the law of the jun.le, usurps the
value., bear. witness to the future. It is pr(){)( of our homeland of others and persists in oppression.
.ternal presence, of our Civilization, of our human 56. For the past 30 years, our people have had to
value.. It is therefore not surpri,ih* ih>Jt !mdc: illS ~truaate apinst British occupation and Zionist inva-
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sion, both of which had one intention, namely, the 62. The PLO can be proudof having a large number
usurpation of our land. Six major revolts and tens of of cultural and educational activities, even while en-
popular uprisings were staged to foil these attempts, so gaged in armed struggle, and at a time when it faced
thatourhomeland might remain ours. Over30,000 mar- increasingly vicious blows of Zionist terrorism. We
tyrs, the equivalent in comparative terms of 6 mil- established institutes for scientific research, qricul-
lion Americans, died in the process. turaldevelopment andsocial welfare, as well as centres

. . . . for the revival of OUi cultural heritage and the pres-
57. When the m~!lnty of the .PalestlDlan people ervation of our folklore. Many Palestinian poets,'
was uprooted from Its homeland In 1948, the Pales- artists and writers have enriched Arab culture in
tinian stru~le for self-~~terminatio~ continued un.der particular, and world culture generally. Their pro.
the most diftic~1t condltlo~s: We tned every ~sslble foundly humane works have won the admiration of
means to continue our political struggle to attain our an those familiar with them In contrast to that our
national ripts, but ~o no avail. M~anw.hile, we had to enemy has been systematicaily destroying our cJlture
struSSI~ for shee~ eXlstenfe. Even In eX~le we educ!1ted and disseminating racist, imperialist ideoloaies; in
our children. This was a,1 a part of tryang to survive. short, everything that impedes progress, justice, de-
58. The Palestinian people produced thousands of mocracy and peace.
physicians, lawyers, teachers and scientists who acti- 63. The PLO has earned its legitimacy because of
vely participated in the development of the Arab coun- the sacrifice inherent in its pioneering role, and also
tries borderina on their usurped homeland. They because of its dedicated leadership of the struggle.
utilized their income to assist the vouns and aged It has also been granted this legitimacy by the Pales-
amongst their people who remained in t~e refugee !inian masses, which in harrn;ony w~th i~ ha~e chosen
camps. They educate~ their younger sisters and It to lead the stru~le a:ccordl!1fJ to Its directives. ~e
brothers, supported their parents and cared for their PLO has also gained Its legItimacy by representing
children. All along, the Palestinian dreamt of return. every faction, union or group as well as every Pales-
Neither the Palestinian's a1lesiance to Palestine nor tiniar. talent, either in the National Council or in
his determinatlon to return waned; nothing could people's institutions. This legitlmacy was further
persuade him to relinquish his Palestinian identity or strengthened by the support of the entire Arab nation,
to forsake his homeland. The passase of time did not and it was consecrated during the last Arab Summit
make him forset, as some hoped he would. When Conference, which reiterated the riPt. of the PLO,
our people lost faith in the international community, in its capacity as the sole representative of the Pales-
which persisted in isnorina its riabts, and when it be- tinian people, to establish an independent national
came obvious that the Palestinians would not recu- State on all liberated Palestinian territory.
perateone inch of Palestine throua!l exclusively poltt- 64. Moreover, the legitimacy of the PLO was in-
ical means, our people had no ch!llce but ~o resort .to tensified as a result of fraternal support Jiven by other
armed struuJe. Into that struute Itpoured Its matenal liberation movements and byfriendly, like-minded na..
~~ human resource~. We ~ravely raced the !flost tions that stood by our side, encouraaina and aidins
VICIOUS acts of Israeli terronsm, which were aimed us in our stl"Ugale to secure our national riPts.
at divertina our struuJe and arrestina it. 6C HIt I I th tlt d

J. ere mus a so warm y convey e Ita u e
59. In the past 10 years of our strogle, thousands of our revolutionary fighters and that of our people to
of martyrs and twice as many wounded, maimed and the non..aHined countries, the socialist countries,
imprisoned were otTered in sacrifice, all in an effort the Islamic countries, the African countries and
to res}st the imminent threat of liquidation, to. repin fJiendly. Buropean ~ountries, a~ well a~ all our other
our nabt to self-determination and our undisputed fnends ID Asr,a, Afnca and LatID Amenca.
ri~t. to return to our ho.meland. Wit~ the ut~o.st 66. The PLO' represents the Palestinian people,
dlIDlty an~ .the most adm.rable reyolutl~~~ splnt~ leaitimately and uniquely. Because of this, the PLO
ou.r Palestinian people ~as not lost Its splnt ID Isr~h expresses the wishes and hopes of its people. Be..
pnsons and concentration c1!l1p.s ~r Y:'hen faced With causeof this, too, it brings thesevery wishes and hopes
all forms of ~aralSsment ~nd Int}mldatlon. ~t struutes before you, uraina you not to shirk the momentous
for sheer existence and It eonunues to stnve to pre- historic responsibility towards our just cause.
serve the Arab character of its land. Thus it resists
oppression tyranny and terrorism in their ualiest 67. For many yearsnow ourpeol?le·has beel,1 eX~ted
forms ' to the ravqes of war, destruction and dl.penlon.

· It has paid in the blood of its sons that which cannot
60. It is throup our popUlar armed struaate that our ever be compensated. It has borne the burden. of
political leadership and our national institutions finally occupation, dispersion, eviction and terror more unin..
crystallized and a national liberation movement, com- terruptedly than any other people. And yet all thisha.
prilina all the Palestinian factions, orpnizations and made our people neither vindictive nor venaeful. Nor
capabilities, materialized in the PLO. has it caused us to resort to the racism of our cnemie••

Nor have we lost the true method by which friend and
61. Tbroup our militant Pale.tine national liberation foe are distinauished.
movement, our people', 'truute matured and arew 68 F· dIll h' . d .
enough to accommodate political and Io<:ial 'truute in . . 'orwe ep orea t OKcnmescomrmtte III1nlt
addition to anned 'truule. The PLO wa, a i1UUor the Jew~; we alw deplore all the real discrimination
fw:tor in ereatin, a new Palestinian individual. qual. suffered by them because of their faith.
irled to shape the future of our Palestine, not merely 69. I am a rebel and freedom i. my cause. I know
content with mobilizin. the Palestinian, for the chal.. well th~t many of you pre.ent here today once stood
kn,es of the present. inexactly thesamere.i~tance pcnition .s I now occupy.
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77. We invite themto emerge from their moral isola..
tion into a more open realm of free choice, far from
their present leadership's efforts to implant in them a
Masada complex.
78. We offer them the most aenerous solution, that
we miaht live together in a framework of just peace
in our democratic Palestine.
79. In my formal capacity as Chairman of the PLO
I announce here that we do not wish one drop of
either Arabor Jewish blood to be shed; neither do we
delipt in the continuation of killina, which would end
once ajust peace, based on our people's riahts, hopes
and aspirations had been finally established.
SO. In my formal capacity as Chairman of the PLO
and leaderof the Palestinian revolution I appeal to you
to accompany our people in its atmaale to attain its
ript to self..determination, This ript is consecrated in
the United Nations Charter and has been repeatedly
contirmed in resolutions adopted by this auaust body
since the draftin. of the Charter. I appeal to you,
further, to aidour people's return to its homeland from
an involuntary exile'imposed upon it byforce of arms,
by tyranny, by oppression, so that we may repin our
property, our land, and thereafter live in our national
homeland, free and sovereian, erooyinl all the privi..
leaes of nationhood. Only then can we pour all our
resources into the mainstream of human civilization.
Only then can Palestinian creativity be concentrated
on the service of humanity. Only then will our Jeru..
salem resume its historic role as a peaceful shrine for
all reliaions.
81. I appeal to you to enable our people to establi.h
national independent sovereianty over its own land.
82. Todr.y I havecome bearina an olive branch and a
freedom..liabter's IOn. Do not let the olive branch fall
from my hand. I repeat: do not let the olive branch
fall from my hand.
83. Warflares upinPale.tine,andyet it i. inPalestine
that peace will be born.
84. The PRESIDENT (Interpretation from Arabic):
On behalf of the General Assembly I should like to
express our deep thanks to Mr. Vasser Arafat, Chair..
man of the PLO and leader of the Pale.tinian revolu
lion, for his valuable and movin. .tatement to the
Assembly.

[Th~ Prelident continued in Frtnch]
8'. The PRESIDBNT (Interpretation from French):
I .hould like to propose that the lilt of speakers on
aaen<la item 108 be closed on Friday, l' November
1974, at '.00 p.m, If there il no objection, Ilhall take
it that the Assembly .,ree. to that propo....

It was so dteidtd.

Th« mtttlng rose at l.lj p.m,

and from which I must ftght. You once had to convert
dreams into reality by your stnaaale. Therefore you
must now share my dream. I thick this is exactly why
I can ask you nowto help,as toaetherwebrinS out our
dream into a brilht reality, our common dream for a
peaceful future in Palestine's sacred land.
70. Ashestoodinan Israeli military court, theJewish
revolutionary, Ahud Adif, said: HI am no terrorist;
I believe that a democratic State should exist on this
land." Adifnow lanpishes in a Zionist prison amons
his eo-believers. To him and his colleagues I send my
heartfelt good wishes.
71. And before those same courts there stands today
a brave prince of the church, Bishop Capucci. Liftins
his fingers to form the same victory siSO used by our
freedom..fJShters, he said: "What I have done, I have
done that all men may live on this land of peace in
peace." This princely priest will doubtless share
Adif's arim fate. To him we send our salutations and
sreetinls.
72. Why therefore should I not dream and hope?
For is not revolution the rnakinl real of dreams and
hopes? So let us work toaether that my dream may be
fulfilled, that I may returnwith my people out ofexile,
there in Palestine to live with this J(I;wish freedom..
ftabter and his partners, with this Arab priest and his
brothers, in one democratic State where Christian,
Jewand Muslim live injustice, equality andfraternity.
73. Is this not a noble dream worthy of my atmaale
alonlside all loXers of freedom everywhere? For the
most admirable dimension of this dream i. that it i.
Palestinian, a dream from out of the landofpeace, the
landofmartyrdom andheroism, andtheland ofhistory,
too.
74. Let UliS remember that the Jewsof Europe and the
United States have been known to lead the 8tmaales
for secularism and the separation of Church and
State. They have also been known to (IIbt apinlt dis
crimination on reliaiou, around•• How can they then
refuse this humane paradipl for the Holy Land? How
then can they continue to IUpport the mo.t fanatic,
discriminatory and closedof nations in itl policy?
75. In my formal capacity as Chairman of the PLO
and leader of the Paleltinian revolution I proclaim
before you that when we speakof our common hopes
for the Palestine at tomorrow wc include in our per
spective all Jew. now Iivin, in Palestine who chOose
to live with UI there in peace and without discrimi..
nation.
76. In my formal capacity as Ch.urman of the PLO
and leader of the P,.testinian revolution I call upon
Jews to turn away <me by one from the iIIuaory prom..
ises made to them by Zionist ideolOlY and Israeli
leadership. They are otrerin. Jews perpetual blood
shed, endless war and continuous thraldom.
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Question of Palestine (continued)[*]  
1. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): Members will recall that the General
Assembly, in its resolution 3210 (XXIX), adopted on 14 October 1974, decided to
invite the Palestine Liberation Organization [PLO], the representative of the
Palestinian people, to participate in the deliberations of the General Assembly on the
question of Palestine in plenary meetings.  
[The President continued in Arabic]  
2. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Arabic): On behalf of the General Assembly, I
wish to extend a warm welcome to Mr. Yasser Arafat, Chairman of the Executive
Committee of the Palestine Liberation Organization and Commander-in-Chief of the
Palestine Revolution. I now invite him to address the General Assembly.  
3. Mr. ARAFAT (interpretation from Arabic): In the name of the people of Palestine and
the leader of its national struggle, the Palestine Liberation Organization, I take this
opportunity to extend to you, Mr. President, my warmest congratulations on your
election to the presidency of the twenty-ninth session of the United Nations General
Assembly. We have, of course, long known you to be a sincere and devoted defender
of the cause of freedom, justice and peace. We have known you also to be in the
vanguard of the freedom fighters in their heroic Algerian war of national liberation.
Today Algeria has attained a distinguished position in the world community and has
assumed its responsibilities both in the national and in the international fields, thus
earning the support and esteem of all the countries of the world.  
4. I also avail myself of this opportunity to extend my sincerest appreciation to Mr.
Kurt Waldheim, the Secretary-General of the United Nations, for the great efforts he
has made and is still making to enable us to assume our responsibilities in the
smoothest possible way.  
5. In the name of the people of Palestine I take this opportunity to congratulate three
States that have recently been admitted to membership in the United Nations after
obtaining their national independence: Guinea-Bissau, Bangladesh and Grenada. I
extend our best wishes to the leaders of those Member States and wish them
progress and success.  
6. Mr. President, I thank you for having invited the PLO to participate in this plenary
session of the United Nations General Assembly. I am grateful to all those
representatives of States of the United Nations who contributed to the decision to
introduce the question of Palestine as a separate item on the agenda of this
Assembly. That decision made possible the Assembly's resolution inviting us to
address it on the question of Palestine.  
7. This is a very important occasion. The question of Palestine is being re-examined
by the United Nations, and we consider that step to be a victory for the world
Organization as much as a victory for the cause of our people. It indicates anew that
the United Nations of today is not the United Nations of the past, just as today's world
is not yesterday's world. Today's United Nations represents 138 nations, a number
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that more clearly reflects the will of the international community. Thus today's United
Nations is more nearly capable of implementing the principles embodied in its Charter
and in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, as well as being more truly
empowered to support causes of peace and justice.  
8. Our peoples are now beginning to feel that change. Along with them, the peoples
of Asia, Africa and Latin America also feel the change. As a result, the United Nations
acquires greater esteem both in our people's view and in the view of other peoples.
Our hope is thereby strengthened that the United Nations can contribute actively to
the pursuit and triumph of the causes of peace, justice, freedom and independence.
Our resolve to build a new world is fortified — a world free of colonialism, imperialism,
neo-colonialism and racism in each of its instances, including zionism.  
9. Our world aspires to peace, justice, equality and freedom. It wishes that oppressed
nations, bent under the weight of imperialism, might gain their freedom and their
right to self-determination. It hopes to place the relations between nations on a basis
of equality, peaceful coexistence, mutual respect for each other's internal affairs,
secure national sovereignty, independence and territorial unity on the basis of justice
and mutual benefit. This world resolves that the economic ties binding it together
should be grounded in justice, parity and mutual interest. It aspires finally to direct its
human resources against the scourge of poverty, famine, disease and natural
calamity, toward the development of productive scientific and technical capabilities
to enhance human wealth — all this in the hope of reducing the disparity between the
developing and the developed countries. But all such aspirations cannot be realized in
a world that is at present ruled over by tension, injustice, oppression, racial
discrimination and exploitation, a world also threatened with unending economic
disasters, war and crisis.  
10. Great numbers of peoples, including those of Zimbabwe, Namibia, South Africa
and Palestine, among many others, are still victims of oppression and violence. Their
areas of the world are gripped by armed struggles provoked by imperialism and racial
discrimination, both merely forms of aggression and terror. Those are instances of
oppressed peoples compelled by intolerable circumstances into confrontation with
such oppression. But wherever that confrontation occurs it is legitimate and just.  
11. It is imperative that the international community should support these peoples in
their struggles, in the furtherance of their rightful causes and the attainment of their
right to self-determination.  
  
12. In Indo-China, the peoples are still exposed to aggression. They remain subjected
to conspiracies preventing them from attaining peace and realizing their goals.
Although peoples everywhere have welcomed the agreements on peace reached in
Laos and South Viet Nam, no one can say that genuine peace has been achieved, nor
that those forces responsible in the first place for aggression have now desisted from
their attacks on Viet Nam. The same can be said of the present military aggression
against the people of Cambodia. It is therefore incumbent on the international
community to support these oppressed peoples, and also to condemn the oppressors
for their designs against peace. Moreover, despite the positive stand taken by the
Democratic People's Republic of Korea with regard to a peaceful, just solution of the
Korean question, there is as yet no settlement of that question.  
13. A few months ago the problem of Cyprus erupted violently before us. All peoples
everywhere shared in the suffering of the Cypriots. We ask that the United Nations
continue its efforts to reach a just solution in Cyprus, thereby sparing the Cypriots
further war and ensuring peace and independence for them instead. Undoubtedly,
however, consideration of the question of Cyprus belongs within that of Middle
Eastern problems as well as of Mediterranean problems.  
14. In their efforts to replace an outmoded but still dominant world economic system
with a new, more logically rational one, the countries of Asia, Africa and Latin America
must nevertheless face implacable attacks on these efforts. These countries have
expressed their views at the sixth special session of the General Assembly on raw
materials and development. Thus the plundering, the exploitation, the siphoning-off
of the wealth of impoverished peoples must be terminated forthwith. There must be
no deterring of these peoples' efforts to develop and control their wealth.



Furthermore, there is a grave necessity for arriving at fair prices for raw materials
from these countries.  
15. In addition, these countries continue to be hampered in the attainment of their
primary objectives formulated at the Third United Nations Conference on the Law of
the Sea at Caracas, at the World Population Conference at Bucharest and at the
World Food Conference in Rome.  
The United Nations should therefore bend every effort to achieve a radical alteration
of the world economic system, making it possible for developing countries to develop.
The United Nations must shoulder the responsibility for fighting inflation, now borne
most heavily by the developing countries, especially the oil-producing countries. The
United Nations must firmly condemn any threats made against these countries simply
because they demand their just rights.  
16. The world-wide armaments race shows no sign of abating. As a consequence, the
entire world is threatened with the dispersion of its wealth and the utter waste of its
energies. Armed violence is made more likely everywhere. We expect the United
Nations to devote itself single-mindedly to curbing the unlimited acquisition of arms;
to preventing even the possibility of nuclear destruction; to reducing the vast sums
spent on military technology; to converting expenditure on war into projects for
development, for increasing production, and for benefiting common humanity.  
17. And still, the highest tension exists in our part of the world. There the Zionist
entity clings tenaciously to occupied Arab territory; zionism persists , in its
aggressions against us and our territory. New military preparations are feverishly
being made. These anticipate another, fifth war of aggression to be launched against
us. Such signs bear the closest possible watching, since there is a grave likelihood
that this war would forebode nuclear destruction and cataclysmic annihilation.  
18. The world is in need of tremendous efforts if its aspirations to peace, freedom
justice, equality and development are to be realized if its struggle is to be victorious
over colonialism, imperialism, neo-colonialism and racism in all its forms, including
zionism. Only by such efforts can actual form be given to the aspirations of all
peoples, including the aspirations of peoples whose States oppose such efforts. It is
this road that leads to the fulfilment of those principles emphasized by the United
Nations Charter and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Were the status quo
simply to be maintained, however, the world would instead be exposed to prolonged
armed conflict, in addition to economic. human and natural calamity.  
19. Despite abiding world crises, despite even the gloomy powers of backwardness
and disastrous wrong, we live in a time of glorious change. An old world order is
crumbling before our eyes, as imperialism, colonialism, neo-colonialism and racism,
the chief form of which is zionism, ineluctably perish. We are privileged to be able to
witness a great wave of history bearing peoples forward into a new world that they
have created. In that world just causes will triumph. Of that we are confident.  
20. The question of Palestine belongs in this perspective of emergence and struggle.
Palestine is crucial amongst those just causes fought for unstintingly by masses
labouring under imperialism and aggression. It cannot be, and is not, lost on me
today, as I stand here before the General Assembly, that if I have been given the
opportunity to address the General Assembly, so too must the opportunity be given
to all liberation movements fighting against racism and imperialism. In their names,
in the name of every human being struggling for freedom and self-determination, I
call upon the General Assembly urgently to give their just causes the same full
attention the General Assembly has so rightly given to our cause. Such recognitions
once made, there will be a secure foundation thereafter for the preservation of
universal peace. For only with such peace will a new world order endure in which
peoples can live free of oppression.  
fear, terror and the suppression of their rights. As I said earlier, this is the true
perspective in which to set the question of Palestine. I shall now do so for the General
Assembly, keeping firmly in mind both the perspective and the goal of a coming world
order.  
21. Even as today we address the General Assembly from what is before all else an
international rostrum, we are also expressing our faith in political and diplomatic
struggle as complements, as enhancements of our armed struggle. Furthermore, we



express our appreciation of the role the United Nations is capable of playing in
settling problems of international scope. But this capability, I said a moment ago,
became real only once the United Nations had accommodated itself to the living
actuality of aspiring peoples, towards which an Organization of so truly international a
dimension owes unique obligations.  
22. In addressing the General Assembly today, our people proclaims its faith in the
future, unencumbered either by past tragedies or present limitations. If, as we
discuss the present, we enlist the past in our service, we do so only to light up our
journey into the future alongside other movements of national liberation. If we return
now to the historical roots of our cause we do so because present at this very
moment in our midst are those who, while they occupy our homes, as their cattle
graze in our pastures, and as their hands pluck the fruit of our trees, claim at the
same time that we are disembodied spirits, fictions without presence, without
traditions or future. We speak of our roots also because until recently some people
have regarded — and continued to regard — our problem as merely a problem of
refugees. They have portrayed the Middle East question as little more than a border
dispute between the Arab States and the Zionist entity. They have imagined that our
people claims rights not rightfully its own and fights neither with logic nor valid
motive, with a simple wish only to disturb the peace and to terrorize wantonly. For
there are amongst you — and here I refer to the United States of America and others
like it — those who supply our enemy freely with planes and bombs and with every
variety of murderous weapon. They take hostile positions against us, deliberately
distorting the true essence of the problem. All this is done not only at our expense,
but at the expense of the American people, and of the friendship we continue to hope
can be cemented between us and this great people, whose history of struggle for the
sake of freedom we honour and salute.  
23. I cannot now forgo this opportunity to appeal from this rostrum directly to the
American people, asking it to give its support to our heroic and fighting people. I ask
it whole-heartedly to endorse right and justice, to recall George Washington to mind,
heroic Washington whose purpose was his nation's freedom and independence,
Abraham Lincoln, champion of the destitute and the wretched, and also Woodrow
Wilson.  
whose doctrine of Fourteen Points remains subscribed to and venerated by our
people. I ask the American people whether the demonstrations of hostility and enmity
taking place outside this great hall reflect the true intent of America's will. What
crime, I ask you plainly, has our people committed against the American people? Why
do you fight us so? Does such unwarranted belligerence really serve your interests?
Does it serve the interests of the American masses? No, definitely not. I can only
hope that the American people will remember that their friendship with the whole
Arab nation is too great, too abiding and too rewarding for any such demonstrations
to harm it.  
24. In any event, as our discussion of the question of Palestine focuses upon historical
roots, we do so because we believe that any question now exercising the world's
concern must be viewed radically, in the true root sense of that word. if a real
solution is ever to be grasped. We propose this radical approach as an antidote to an
approach to international issues that obscures historical origins behind ignorance,
denial, and a slavish obeisance to the present.  
25. The roots of the Palestinian question reach back into the closing years of the
nineteenth century, in other words, to that period we call the era of colonialism and
settlement as we know it today. This is precisely the period during which zionism as a
scheme was born; its aim was the conquest of Palestine by European immigrants, just
as settlers colonized, and indeed raided, most of Africa. This is the period during
which, pouring forth out of the west, colonialism spread into the furthest reaches of
Africa, Asia and Latin America, building colonies, everywhere cruelly exploiting,
oppressing, plundering the peoples of those three continents. This period persists into
the present. Marked evidence of its totally reprehensible presence can be readily
perceived in the racism practised both in South Africa and in Palestine.  
26. Just as colonialism and its demagogues dignified their conquests, their plunder
and limitless attacks upon the natives of Africa with appeals to a "civilizing and
modernizing" mission, so too did waves of Zionist immigrants disguise their purposes



as they conquered Palestine. Just as colonialism as a system and colonialists as its
instrument used religion, colour, race and language to justify the African's
exploitation and his cruel subjugation by terror and discrimination, so too were these
methods employed as Palestine was usurped and its people hounded from their
national homeland.  
27. Just as colonialism heedlessly used the wretched, the poor, the exploited as mere
inert matter with which to build and to carry out settler colonialism, so too were
destitute, oppressed European Jews employed on behalf of world imperialism and of
the Zionist leaders. European Jews were transformed into the instruments of
aggression — they became the elements of settler colonialism intimately allied to
racial discrimination .  
28. Zionist theology was utilized against our Palestinian people: the purpose was not
only the establishment of Western-style settler colonialism but also the severing of
Jews from their various homelands and subsequently their estrangement from their
nations. Zionism is an ideology that is imperialist, colonialist, racist; it is profoundly
reactionary and discriminatory; it is united with anti-Semitism in its retrograde tenets
and is, when all is said and done, another side of the same base coin. For when what
is proposed is that adherents of the Jewish faith, regardless of their national
residence, should neither owe allegiance to their national residence nor live on equal
footing with its other, non-Jewish citizens — when that is proposed we hear
anti-Semitism being proposed. When it is proposed that the only solution for the
Jewish problem is that Jews must alienate themselves from communities or nations of
which they have been a historical part, when it is proposed that Jews solve the Jewish
problem by immigrating to and forcibly settling the land of another people — when
this occurs, exactly the same position is being advocated as the one urged by
anti-Semites against Jews.  
29. Thus, for instance, we can understand the close connection between Cecil
Rhodes, who promoted settler colonialism in south-east Africa, and Theodor Herzl,
who had settler colonialist designs upon Palestine. Having received a certificate of
good settler colonialist conduct from Rhodes, Herzl then turned around and presented
this certificate to the British Government, hoping thus to secure a formal resolution
supporting Zionist policy. In exchange, the Zionists promised Britain an imperialist
base on Palestinian soil so that imperial interests could be safeguarded at one of their
chief strategic points.  
30. So the Zionist movement allied itself directly with world colonialism in a common
raid on our land. Allow me now to present a selection of historical truths about this
alliance.  
31. The Jewish invasion of Palestine began in 1881. Before the first large wave of
immigrants started arriving, Palestine had a population of half a million; most of the
population was either Muslim or Christian, and only 20,000 were Jewish. Every
segment of the population enjoyed the religious tolerance characteristic of our
civilization.  
32. Palestine was then a verdant land, inhabited mainly by an Arab people in the
course of building its life and dynamically enriching its indigenous culture.  
33. Between 1882 and 1917 the Zionist movement settled approximately 50,000
European Jews in our homeland. To do that it resorted to trickery and deceit in order
to implant them in our midst. Its success in getting Britain to issue the Balfour
Declaration once again demonstrated the alliance between zionism and imperialism.
Furthermore, by promising to the Zionist movement what was not its to give, Britain
showed how oppressive was the rule of imperialism. As it was constituted then, the
League of Nations abandoned our Arab people, and Wilson's pledges and promises
came to nought. In the guise of a Mandate, British imperialism was cruelly and
directly imposed upon us. The Mandate issued by the League of Nations was to
enable the Zionist invaders to consolidate their gains in our homeland.  
34. Over a period of 30 years after the Balfour Declaration, the Zionist movement,
together with its colonial ally, succeeded in bringing about the immigration of more
European Jews and the usurpation of the lands of the Arabs of Palestine. Thus, in
1947 the Jewish population of Palestine was approximately 600,000, owning less than
6 per cent of the fertile lands of Palestine, while the Arab population of Palestine



numbered approximately 1,250,000.  
35. As a result of the collusion between the Mandatory Power and the Zionist
movement and with the support of some countries, this General Assembly early in its
history approved a recommendation to partition our Palestinian homeland. This took
place in an atmosphere poisoned with questionable actions and strong pressure. The
General Assembly partitioned what it had no right to divide — an indivisible
homeland. When we rejected that decision, our position corresponded to that of the
natural mother who refused to permit King Solomon to cut her son in two when the
unnatural mother claimed the child for herself and agreed to his dismemberment.
Furthermore, even though the partition resolution granted the colonialist settlers 54
per cent of the land of Palestine, their dissatisfaction with the decision prompted
them to wage a war of terror against the civilian Arab population. They occupied 81
per cent of the total area of Palestine, uprooting a million Arabs. Thus, they occupied
524 Arab towns and villages, of which they destroyed 385, completely obliterating
them in the process. Having done so, they built their own settlements and colonies on
the ruins of our farms and our groves. The roots of the Palestine question lie here. Its
causes do not stem from any conflict between two religions or two nationalisms.
Neither is it a border conflict between neighboring States. It is the cause of people
deprived of its homeland, dispersed and uprooted, and living mostly in exile and in
refugee camps.  
36. With support from imperialist and colonialist Powers, the Zionist entity managed
to get itself accepted as a Member of the United Nations. It further succeeded in
getting the Palestine question deleted from the agenda of the United Nations and in
deceiving world public opinion by presenting our cause as a problem of refugees in
need either of charity from do-gooders, or settlement in a land not theirs.  
37. Not satisfied with all this, the racist entity, founded on the imperialist-colonialist
concept, turned itself into a base of imperialism and into an arsenal of weapons. This
enabled it to assume its role of subjugating the Arab people and of committing
aggression against them, in order to satisfy its ambitions for further expansion on
Palestinian and other Arab lands. In addition to the many instances of aggression
committed by this entity against the Arab States, it has launched two large-scale
wars, in 1956 and 1967, thus endangering world peace and security.  
38. As a result of Zionist aggression in June 1967, the enemy occupied Egyptian Sinai
as far as the Suez Canal. The enemy occupied Syria's Golan Heights, in addition to all
Palestinian land west of the Jordan. All these developments have led to the creation in
our area of what has come to be known as the "Middle East problem". The situation
has been rendered more serious by the enemy's persistence in maintaining its
unlawful occupation and in further consolidating it, thus establishing a beachhead for
world imperialism's thrust against our Arab nation. All Security Council decisions and
appeals to world public opinion for withdrawal from the lands occupied in June 1967
have been ignored. Despite all the peaceful efforts on the international level, the
enemy has not been deterred from its expansionist policy. The only alternative open
before our Arab nations, chiefly Egypt and Syria, was to expend exhaustive efforts in
preparing forcefully to resist that barbarous armed invasion — and this in order to
liberate Arab lands and to restore the rights of the Palestinian people, after all other
peaceful means had failed.  
39. Under these circumstances, the fourth war broke out in October 1973, bringing
home to the Zionist enemy the bankruptcy of its policy of occupation, expansion and
its reliance on the concept of military might. Despite all this, the leaders of the Zionist
entity are far from having learned any lesson from their experience. They are making
preparations for the fifth war, resorting once more to the language of military
superiority, aggression, terrorism, subjugation and, finally, always to war in their
dealings with the Arabs.  
40. It pains our people greatly to witness the propagation of the myth that its
homeland was a desert until it was made to bloom by the toil of foreign settlers, that
it was a land without a people, and that the colonialist entity caused no harm to any
human being. No: such lies must be exposed from this rostrum, for the world must
know that Palestine was the cradle of the most ancient cultures and civilizations. Its
Arab people were engaged in farming and building, spreading culture throughout the
land for thousands of years, setting an example in the practice of freedom of worship,



acting as faithful guardians of the holy places of all religions. As a son of Jerusalem, I
treasure for myself and my people beautiful memories and vivid images of the
religious brotherhood that was the hallmark of our Holy City before it succumbed to
catastrophe. Our people continued to pursue this enlightened policy until the
establishment of the State of Israel and their dispersion. This did not deter our people
from pursuing their humanitarian role on Palestinian soil. Nor will they permit their
land to become a launching pad for aggression or a racist camp predicated on the
destruction of civilization, cultures, progress and peace. Our people cannot but
maintain the heritage of their ancestors in resisting the invaders, in assuming the
privileged task of defending their native land, their Arab nationhood, their culture and
civilization, and in safeguarding the cradle of monotheistic religions.  
41. By contrast, we need only mention briefly some Israeli stands: its support of the
Secret Army Organization in Algeria, its bolstering of the settler-colonialists in Africa
— whether in the Congo, Angola, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Azania or South Africa —
and its backing of South Viet Nam against the Vietnamese revolution. In addition, one
can mention Israel's continuing support of imperialists and racists everywhere, its
obstructionist stand in the Committee of Twenty-four, its refusal to cast its vote in
support of independence for the African States, and its opposition to the demands of
many Asian, African and Latin American nations, and several other States in the
conferences on raw materials, population, the law of the sea, and food. All these facts
offer further proof of the character of the enemy that has usurped our land. They
justify the honourable struggle we are waging against it. As we defend a vision of the
future, our enemy upholds the myths of the past.  
42. The enemy we face has a long record of hostility even towards the Jews
themselves, for there is within the Zionist entity a built-in racism against Oriental
Jews. While we were vociferously condemning the massacres of Jews under Nazi rule,
Zionist leadership appeared more interested at that time in exploiting them as best it
could in order to realize its goal of immigration into Palestine.  
43. If the immigration of Jews to Palestine had had as its objective the goal of
enabling them to live side by side with us, enjoying the same rights and assuming the
same duties, we would have opened our doors to them, as far as our homeland's
capacity for absorption permitted. Such was the case with the thousands of
Armenians and Circassians who still live among us in equality as brethren and
citizens. But that the goal of this immigration should be to usurp our homeland,
disperse our people, and turn us into second-class citizens — this is what no one can
conceivably demand that we acquiesce in or submit to. Therefore, since its inception,
our evolution has not been motivated by racial or religious factors. Its target has
never been the Jew, as a person, but racist zionism and undisguised aggression. In
this sense, ours is also a revolution for the Jew, as a human being, as well. We are
struggling so that Jews, Christians and Muslims may live in equality, enjoying the
same rights and assuming the same duties, free from racial or religious
discrimination.  
44. We do distinguish between Judaism and zionism. While we maintain our
opposition to the colonialist Zionist movement, we respect the Jewish faith. Today,
almost one century after the rise of the Zionist movement, we wish to warn of its
increasing danger to the Jews of the world, to our Arab people and to world peace and
security. For zionism encourages the Jew to emigrate out of his homeland and grants
him an artificially-created nationality. The Zionists proceed with their terrorist
activities even though these have proved ineffective. The phenomenon of constant
emigration from Israel, which is bound to grow as the bastions of colonialism and
racism in the world fall, is an example of the inevitability of the failure of such
activities.  
45. We urge the people and Governments of the world to stand firm against Zionist
attempts at encouraging world Jewry to emigrate from their countries and to usurp
our land. We urge them as well firmly to oppose any discrimination against any
human being as to religion, race, or colour.  
46. Why should our Arab Palestinian people pay the price of such discrimination in the
world? Why should our people be responsible for the problems of Jewish immigration,
if such problems exist in the minds of some people? Why do not the supporters of
these problems open their own countries, which can absorb and help these



immigrants?  
47. Those who call us terrorists wish to prevent world public opinion from discovering
the truth about us and from seeing the justice on our faces. They seek to hide the
terrorism and tyranny of their acts, and our own posture of self-defence.  
48. The difference between the revolutionary and the terrorist lies in the reason for
which each fights. For whoever stands by a just cause and fights for the freedom and
liberation of his land from the invaders, the settlers and the colonialists cannot
possibly be called terrorist, otherwise the American people in their struggle for
liberation from the British colonialists would have been terrorists; the European
resistance against the Nazis would be terrorism, the struggle of the Asian, African and
Latin American peoples would also be terrorism, and many of you who are in this
Assembly hall were considered terrorists. This is actually a just and proper struggle
consecrated by the United Nations Charter and by the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights. As to those who fight against the just causes, those who wage war to
occupy, colonize and oppress other people, those are the terrorists. Those are the
people whose actions should be condemned, who should be called war criminals: for
the justice of the cause determines the right to struggle.  
49. Zionist terrorism which was waged against the Palestinian people to evict it from
its country and usurp its land is registered in your official documents. Thousands of
our people were assassinated in their villages and towns; tens of thousands of others
were forced at gunpoint to leave their homes and the lands of their fathers. Time and
time again our children, women and aged were evicted and had to wander in the
deserts and climb mountains without any food or water. No one in 1948 witnessed
the catastrophe that befell the inhabitants of hundreds of villages and towns — in
Jerusalem, Jaffa, Lydda, Ramle and Galilee — no one who has been a witness to that
catastrophe will ever forget the experience, even though the mass black-out has
succeeded in hiding these horrors as it has hidden the traces of 385 Palestinian
villages and towns destroyed at the time and erased from the map. The destruction
of 19,000 houses during the past seven years, which is equivalent to the complete
destruction of 200 more Palestinian villages, and the great number of maimed as a
result of the treatment they were subjected to in Israeli prisons cannot be hidden by
any black-out.  
50. Their terrorism fed on hatred and this hatred was even directed against the olive
tree in my country, which has been a proud symbol and which reminded them of the
indigenous inhabitants of the land, a living reminder that the land is Palestinian. Thus
they sought to destroy it. How can one describe the statement by Golda Meir which
expressed her disquiet about "the Palestinian children born every day"? They see in
the Palestinian child, in the Palestinian tree, an enemy that should be exterminated.
For tens of years Zionists have been harrassing our people's cultural, political, social
and artistic leaders, terrorizing them and assassinating them. They have stolen our
cultural heritage, our popular folklore and have claimed it as theirs. Their terrorism
even reached our sacred places in our beloved and peaceful Jerusalem. They have
endeavoured to de-Arabize it and make it lose its Muslim and Christian character by
evicting its inhabitants and annexing it.  
51. I must mention the fire of the Al Aqsa Mosque and the disfiguration of many of the
monuments which are both historic and religious in character. Jerusalem, with its
religious history and its spiritual values, bears witness to the future. It is proof of our
eternal presence, of our civilization, of our human values. It is therefore not surprising
that under its sky the three religions were born and that under that sky these three
religions shine in order to enlighten mankind so that it might express the tribulations
and hopes of humanity, and that it might mark out the road of the future with its
hopes.  
52. The small number of Palestinian Arabs who were not uprooted by the Zionists in
1948 are at present refugees in their own homeland. Israeli law treats them as
second-class citizens — and even as third-class citizens since Oriental Jews are
second-class citizens — and they have been subject to all forms of racial
discrimination and terrorism after confiscation of their land and property. They have
been victims of bloody massacres such as that of Kfar Kassim; they have been
expelled from their villages and denied the right to return, as in the case of the
inhabitants of Ikrit and Kfar Birim. For 26 years, our population has been living under



martial law and was denied freedom of movement without prior permission from the
Israeli military governor, this at a time when an Israeli law was promulgated granting
citizenship to any Jew anywhere who wanted to emigrate to our homeland. Moreover,
another Israeli law stipulated that Palestinians who were not present in their villages
or towns at the time of the occupation were not entitled to Israeli citizenship.  
53. The record of Israeli rulers is replete with acts of terror perpetrated on those of
our people who remained under occupation in Sinai and the Golan Heights. The
criminal bombardment of the Bahr-al-Bakar School and the Abou Zaabal factory are
but two such unforgettable acts of terrorism. The total destruction of the Syrian city
of Quneitra is yet another tangible instance of systematic terrorism. If a record of
Zionist terrorism in South Lebanon were to be compiled, the enormity of its acts
would shock even the most hardened: piracy, bombardments, scorched-earth policy,
destruction of hundreds of homes, eviction of civilians and the kidnapping of
Lebanese citizens. This clearly constitutes a violation of Lebanese sovereignty and is
in preparation for the diversion of the Litani River waters.  
54. Need one remind this Assembly of the numerous resolutions adopted by it
condemning Israeli aggressions committed against Arab countries, Israeli violations of
human rights and the articles of the Geneva Conventions, as well as the resolutions
pertaining to the annexation of the city of Jerusalem and its restoration to its former
status?  
55. The only description for these acts is that they are acts of,barbarism and
terrorism. And yet, the Zionist racists and colonialists have the temerity to describe
the just struggle of our people as terror. Could there be a more flagrant distortion of
truth than this? We ask those who usurped our land, who are committing murderous
acts of terrorism against our people and are practising racial discrimination more
extensively than the racists of South Africa, we ask them to keep in mind the General
Assembly resolution that called for the one-year suspension of the membership of the
Government of South Africa from the United Nations. Such is the inevitable fate of
every racist country that adopts the law of the jungle, usurps the homeland of others
and persists in oppression.  
56. For the past 30 years, our people have had to struggle against British occupation
and Zionist invasion, both of which had one intention, namely, the usurpation of our
land. Six major revolts and tens of popular uprisings were staged to foil these
attempts, so that our homeland might remain ours. Over 30,000 martyrs, the
equivalent in comparative terms of 6 million Americans, died in the process.  
57. When the majority of the Palestinian people was uprooted from its homeland in
1948, the Palestinian struggle for self-determination continued under the most
difficult conditions. We tried every possible means to continue our political struggle to
attain our national rights, but to no avail. Meanwhile, we had to struggle for sheer
existence. Even in exile we educated our children. This was all a part of trying to
survive.  
58. The Palestinian people produced thousands of physicians, lawyers, teachers and
scientists who actively participated in the development of the Arab countries
bordering on their usurped homeland. They utilized their income to assist the young
and aged amongst their people who remained in the refugee camps. They educated
their younger sisters and brothers, supported their parents and cared for their
children. All along, the Palestinian dreamt of return. Neither the Palestinian's
allegiance to Palestine nor his determination to return waned; nothing could persuade
him to relinquish his Palestinian identity or to forsake his homeland. The passage of
time did not make him forget, as some hoped he would. When our people lost faith in
the international community, which persisted in ignoring its rights, and when it
became obvious that the Palestinians would not recuperate one inch of Palestine
through exclusively political means, our people had no choice but to resort to armed
struggle. Into that struggle it poured its material and human resources. We bravely
faced the most vicious acts of Israeli terrorism, which were aimed at diverting our
struggle and arresting it.  
59. In the past 10 years of our struggle, thousands of martyrs and twice as many
wounded, maimed and imprisoned were offered in sacrifice, all in an effort to resist
the imminent threat of liquidation, to regain our right to self-determination and our
undisputed right to return to our homeland. With the utmost dignity and the most



admirable revolutionary spirit, our Palestinian people has not lost its spirit in Israeli
prisons and concentration camps or when faced with all forms of harassment and
intimidation. It struggles for sheer existence and it continues to strive to preserve the
Arab character of its land. Thus it resists oppression, tyranny and terrorism in their
ugliest forms.  
60. It is through our popular armed struggle that our political leadership and our
national institutions finally crystallized and a national liberation movement,
comprising all the Palestinian factions, organizations and capabilities, materialized in
the PLO.  
61. Through our militant Palestine national liberation movement, our people's
struggle matured and grew enough to accommodate political and social struggle in
addition to armed struggle. The PLO was a major factor in creating a new Palestinian
individual, qualified to shape the future of our Palestine, not merely content with
mobilizing the Palestinians for the challenges of the present.  
62. The PLO can be proud of having a large number of cultural and educational
activities, even while engaged in armed struggle, and at a time when it faced
increasingly vicious blows of Zionist terrorism. We established institutes for scientific
research, agricultural development and social welfare, as well as centres for the
revival of our cultural heritage and the preservation of our folklore. Many Palestinian
poets, artists and writers have enriched Arab culture in particular, and world culture
generally. Their profoundly humane works have won the admiration of all those
familiar with them. In contrast to that, our enemy has been systematically destroying
our culture and disseminating racist, imperialist ideologies; in short, everything that
impedes progress, justice, democracy and peace.  
63. The PLO has earned its legitimacy because of the sacrifice inherent in its
pioneering role, and also because of its dedicated leadership of the struggle. It has
also been granted this legitimacy by the Palestinian masses, which in harmony with it
have chosen it to lead the struggle according to its directives. The PLO has also
gained its legitimacy by representing every faction, union or group as well as every
Palestinian talent, either in the National Council or in people's institutions. This
legitimacy was further strengthened by the support of the entire Arab nation, and it
was consecrated during the last Arab Summit Conference, which reiterated the right
of the PLO, in its capacity as the sole representative of the Palestinian people, to
establish an independent national State on all liberated Palestinian territory.  
64. Moreover, the legitimacy of the PLO was intensified as a result of fraternal
support given by other liberation movements and by friendly, like-minded nations
that stood by our side, encouraging and aiding us in our struggle to secure our
national rights.  
65. Here I must also warmly convey the gratitude of our revolutionary fighters and
that of our people to the non-aligned countries, the socialist countries, the Islamic
countries, the African countries and friendly European countries, as well as all our
other friends in Asia, Africa and Latin America.  
66. The PLO represents the Palestinian people, legitimately and uniquely. Because of
this, the PLO expresses the wishes and hopes of its people. Because of this, too, it
brings these very wishes and hopes before you, urging you not to shirk the
momentous historic responsibility towards our just cause.  
67. For many years now our people has been exposed to the ravages of war,
destruction and dispersion. It has paid in the blood of its sons that which cannot ever
be compensated. It has borne the burdens of occupation, dispersion, eviction and
terror more uninterruptedly than any other people. And yet all this has made our
people neither vindictive nor vengeful. Nor has it caused us to resort to the racism of
our enemies. Nor have we lost the true method by which friend and foe are
distinguished.  
68. For we deplore all those crimes committed against the Jews; we also deplore all
the real discrimination suffered by them because of their faith.  
69. I am a rebel and freedom is my cause. I know well that many of you present here
today once stood in exactly the same resistance position as I now occupy and from
which I must fight. You once had to convert dreams into reality by your struggle.
Therefore you must now share my dream. I think this is exactly why I can ask you



now to help, as together we bring out our dream into a bright reality, our common
dream for a peaceful future in Palestine's sacred land.  
70. As he stood in an Israeli military court, the Jewish revolutionary, Ahud Adif, said: "I
am no terrorist; I believe that a democratic State should exist on this land." Adif now
languishes in a Zionist prison among his co-believers. To him and his colleagues I
send my heartfelt good wishes.  
71. And before those same courts there stands today a brave prince of the church,
Bishop Capucci. Lifting his fingers to form the same victory sign used by our
freedom-fighters, he said: "What I have done, I have done that all men may live on
this land of peace in peace." This princely priest will doubtless share Adif's grim fate.
To him we send our salutations and greetings.  
72. Why therefore should I not dream and hope? For is not revolution the making real
of dreams and hopes? So let us work together that my dream may be fulfilled, that I
may return with my people out of exile, there in Palestine to live with this Jewish
freedom-fighter and his partners, with this Arab priest and his brothers, in one
democratic State where Christian, Jew and Muslim live in justice, equality and
fraternity.  
73. Is this not a noble dream worthy of my struggle alongside all lovers of freedom
everywhere? For the most admirable dimension of this dream is that it is Palestinian,
a dream from out of the land of peace, the land of martyrdom and heroism, and the
land of history, too.  
74. Let us remember that the Jews of Europe and the United States have been known
to lead the struggles for secularism and the separation of Church and State. They
have also been known to fight against discrimination on religious grounds. How can
they then refuse this humane paradigm for the Holy Land? How then can they
continue to support the most fanatic, discriminatory and closed of nations in its
policy?  
75. In my formal capacity as Chairman of the PLO and leader of the Palestinian
revolution I proclaim before you that when we speak of our common hopes for the
Palestine of tomorrow we include in our perspective all Jews now living in Palestine
who choose to live with us there in peace and without discrimination.  
76. In my formal capacity as Chairman of the PLO and leader of the Palestinian
revolution I call upon Jews to turn away one by one from the illusory promises made
to them by Zionist ideology and Israeli leadership. They are offering Jews perpetual
bloodshed, endless war and continuous thraldom.  
77. We invite them to emerge from their moral isolation into a more open realm of
free choice, far from their present leadership's efforts to implant in them a Masada
complex.  
78. We offer them the most generous solution, that we might live together in a
framework of just peace in our democratic Palestine.  
79. In my formal capacity as Chairman of the PLO I announce here that we do not
wish one drop of either Arab or Jewish blood to be shed; neither do we delight in the
continuation of killing, which would end once a just peace, based on our people's
rights, hopes and aspirations had been finally established.  
80. In my formal capacity as Chairman of the PLO and leader of the Palestinian
revolution I appeal to you to accompany our people in its struggle to attain its right to
self-determination. This right is consecrated in the United Nations Charter and has
been repeatedly confirmed in resolutions adopted by this august body since the
drafting of the Charter. I appeal to you, further, to aid our people's return to its
homeland from an involuntary exile imposed upon it by force of arms, by tyranny, by
oppression, so that we may regain our property, our land, and thereafter live in our
national homeland, free and sovereign, enjoying all the privileges of nationhood. Only
then can we pour all our resources into the mainstream of human civilization. Only
then can Palestinian creativity be concentrated on the service of humanity. Only then
will our Jerusalem resume its historic role as a peaceful shrine for all religions.  
81. I appeal to you to enable our people to establish national independent
sovereignty over its own land.  
82. Today I have come bearing an olive branch and a freedom-fighter's gun. Do not



let the olive branch fall from my hand. I repeat: do not let the olive branch fall from
my hand.  
83. War flares up in Palestine, and yet it is in Palestine that peace will be born.  
84. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Arabic): On behalf of the General Assembly I
should like to express our deep thanks to Mr. Yasser Arafat, Chairman of the PLO and
leader of the Palestinian revolution, for his valuable and moving statement to the
Assembly.  
[The President continued in French]  
85. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I should like to propose that the list
of speakers on agenda item 108 be closed on Friday, 15 November 1974, at 5.00 p.m.
If there is no objection, I shall take it that the Assembly agrees to that proposal.  
It was so decided.  
The meeting rose at 1.15 p.m.      
[*] Resumed from the 2268th meeting
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