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Summary:

In a meeting with Italian Defense Minister Guilio Andreotti, McNamara had several
matters to raise, but soon brought up the Jupiters and the need to “substitute something
more responsive and less vulnerable to sabotage or direct attack.” When Andreotti
raised the possibility of a naval deployment, McNamara agreed, suggesting assigning
Polaris submarines to SACEUR (Supreme Allied Commander Europe), “with an Italian role
in the targeting.” Suggesting that the U.S take the initiative on the matter, Andreotti
preferred that it be settled before the spring 1963 elections.
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