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Summary:

This 25 April 1974 directive from the Centre is attributed to an author identified as
“Sviridov.”  It was sent to KGB Line A residencies in Beirut, Cairo, Damascus, Baghdad,
Aden, Samaa, and others, and contains instructions for planning “active measures.”

“Sviridov” identified a variety of channels through which the KGB could influence Middle
Eastern governments, militaries, and political groups, while suppressing anti-Soviet
groups.  Additionally, the residencies were instructed to plan active measures in
advance to prepare for future contingencies.  

In an explanatory note, Mitrokhin explains that “Sviridov” is a pseudonym for then KGB
Chairman Yuriy Andropov, and that Line A is the arm of the KGB concerned with active
measures intended to influence foreign countries.  
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