Digital Archive

. . - digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org
International History Declassified

W Wilson
Center

July 12, 1983

Summary of a Meeting of Comrade Hermann Axen
with the Representative of the PLO, Salah Khalaf
(Abu lyad), on 12 July 1983

Citation:

"Summary of a Meeting of Comrade Hermann Axen with the Representative of the PLO,
Salah Khalaf (Abu lyad), on 12 July 1983", July 12, 1983, Wilson Center Digital Archive,
PA AA MfAA, ZR 1896/86. Translated by Bernd Schaefer.
https://wilson-center.drivingcreative.com/document/113606

Summary:

Abu lyad provides information on recent developments in the Middle East and within the
PLO. He reports about Fatah splinter groups which are supported by the SAR and the
evolving conflict between the Syrian Arab Republic and the PLO. He inserts a brief
analysis of the development of Syria since 1976 and the influence of the USA and Israel.
Axen gives his assessment of the situation and the conflict and points out the negative
effects of the conflicts within the Fatah and between the PLO and Syria. He emphasizes
the Syrian role in the alliance against imperialism and advises the PLO to again
ameliorate the relations between the PLO and Syria.
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Z,ysammenfassung
eines Gespréchs des Genossen Hermann Axen mit dem
Vertreter der PLO, Salah Khalaf (Abu Iyad) am 12,7,83
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An der Begegnung nahmen seitens der PLO die Mitglieder des
Revolutionsrates der Fatah Abbas Zaki und Amin Hindi,

der Mitarbeiter Abu Iyads, Ataf Bseiso und der Botschafter
der PLO in der DDR, Or, Isam Kannel Salam, teil,

Genosse Axen bat um Informaton zur Jﬁﬁgsten Entwicklung im
Nahen Osten und in der PLO,

Abu Iyad:
- 16, Tagung Pal&st, Nationalrat wichtiges Ereignis, Dokumente

unterstitzen Beschlisse von Fes und sowjet, Friedensvorschlége
und .lehnen Reaganplan ab,

- Tagung ZK Fatah_im April in Kuweit faBte Beschliisse zur
Gestaltung Beziehungen PLO zu Jordanien.

= 16, Tagung kennzeichnet Verhaltnis PLO-SAR als strateg,
Bundnis im Kampf gegen Imperialismus,

Assad und Arafat schitzten gemeinsam israel,-lib, Abkommen als
gemeinsamen Schritt der USA-Politik in der Region ein,

Losung der PLO-Fihrung: Einheitliche Front SAR, PLO und
progresive Krafte Libanons zu schaffen,

e

- Assad habe Dissidenten in der Fatah unterstitzt, Oppositions-
gruppe besteht aus bewdhrten Fatahkampfern, einige ihrer
Forderungen sind nicht unberechtigt, Ihre Aktionen werden
miBbraucht, Spaltergruppe hat nur 7 Vertreter in dem
73 Mitglieder umfassenden Revolutionsrat der Fatah,

Am 27,5, libergab SAR der Spaltergruppe 6 Stiitzpunkte der
Fatah in Damaskus sowie Versorgungsgiiter.der Fatah im Werte
von 40 Mio US-Dollar, Danach erfolgten milit, Angriffe der
‘Spalter auf Positionen der Fatah, |
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Arafat forderte von Assad, die Einmischung in die inneren

Angelegenheiten der PLO zu beenden, Darauf Ausweisung Arafats
aus SAR am 24,6,1983,

(Abu Iyad warf in diesem Zusammenhang u,a, Frage auf, ob die

' DDR (ber Garantien verfiigt, daB Assad sich nicht in einen
zweiten Sadat verwandelt),

- Anaiyse vergangener Jahre beleuchtet einige Tatsachen,

. 1976 Assad von USA inspiriert, gegen Pal&stinenser und
progressive Krafte Libanons vorgegangen, Einmarsch syrischer
Truppen in Libanon erfolgte, als progressive Krafte dabei
waren, eine demokratische Macht im Lande zu schaffen.,

. Wahrend des Libanonkrieges 1982 hat Assad den Kampf der PLO
erschwert, LieB PLO allein ké&mpfen,

- PLO-Fithrung beflirchtet, daB es im Nahen Osten zu einer Lésung
mit Beteiligung -SAR und Jordanien, aber ohne PLO kommt,

-~ PLO nach wie vor fir Errichtung eines unabhéngigen pElléstinen-
sichen Staates unter Fithrung PLO,

- PLO ruft alle Araber auf, ihre Bemihungen um eine Normalisierung
Zur SAR zu unterstitzen, Dabei positive Rolle von Demokratisher
Front, Volksfront, Arab, Befreiungsfront, von VDRJ und Algerien,

- PLO betrachtet SU und die anderen sozialist, Staaten als
wichtigste Kraft, die in gegenwartiger Situation helfen kann,

.= Hauptanliegen engerer PLO-Fihrung von Arafat: Schlacht mit SAR.
vermeiden, Bereit zu Gesprédchen mit SAR und den Spaltern in der

Fatah,
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- PLO bittet SSG um Unterstitzung bei Schaffung Front, der
PLO, SAR und progressive libanesische Krafte angehdren,
Gleichzeitig bittet PLO-Fihrung SED alles in ihren Kréaften
stehende zu tun, zur Festigung des Verhéltnisses PLO-SAR
beizutragen, '

Genosse Axen:

- USA und Israel haben trotzt voribergehender militarischer
Erfolge im Libanonkrieg ihre strateg, Ziele nicht erreicht,
PLO konnte ihre internat, Autoritat wesentlich starken,
Versuchen jetzt mit politischen Mjtteln ihre Ziele zu erreichen,

- Spaltungserecheinungen in der Fatah sind schadlich und geféhrlich
far PLO und Sache arab, Voélker, Nutzen nur dem Feind, PLO ist
entscheidende Kraft des pal#st, Volkes, Ihr Programm und ihr
Kampf sind gerecht, Einheit Fatah und PLO entscheidend, Im
Kampf errungenes Prestlge Y, Arafats als Reprasentant der PLO-
ist kostbar,
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- Hauptfrage fir PLO-FlUhrung bleibt Kampf gegen Israel, fir
Schaffung palédst, Nationalstaates, fiir gerechte polit, Lésung
NOK, far Beitrag im Nahen Osten zum Weltfrieden, Dyrch
Spaltungstendenzen nlcht von diesen Hauptaufgaben ablenken
lassen, |

- SSG unterstiitzen Beschlisse 16, Tagung Nationalrates, SED

 befarwortet gemeinsame Front SAR, PLO und progressive liban,
Krafte, ' - |
Streitfragen SAR und PLO mit polit, Mitteln lésen, Auf Gffent-
liche Polemik verzichten, Strateg. Bindnis m1t SAR aufrechtar-.

halten und ausbauen.

- SED wird Méglichkeiten wahrnehmen, Notwendigkeit Einstellung des
Zwistes und konstruktive Zusammenarbeit mit PLO mit Arafat an
der Spitze einzuwirken,
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- SAR bleibt entscheidendes Bollwerk;gegen israelische

Aggressionspoliti,
SAR von Erkenntnis leiten, daB SAR keine Perspektive hat,

wenn sie sich Imp, ergibt,

- Beurteilung der z,T, widerspruchsvollen Taktik SAR gilt es,
sich von ihrer objektiv anti,-imp, Rolle lieten zu lassen,
Wichtig fiir PLO~Fihrung, mit syr, Fithrung zu verhandeln,
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[SED Central Committee]
[Department of International Relations]

[Handwritten notice]
Not for the public!
A. [Hermann Axen ]

Summary
Of a Meeting of Comrade Hermann Axen with the Representative of the PLO,
Salah Khalaf (Abu lyad), on 12 July 1983

Participants in the meeting from the side of the PLO were the members of the
Revolutionary Council of the Fatah, Abbas Zaki and Amin al-Hindi, the staff assistant
of Abu lyad, Atef Bseiso, and the Ambassador of the PLO in the GDR, Dr. Isam Kamel
Salam.

Comrade Axen asked for information about the recent developments in the Middle
East and in the PLO.

Abu lyad:

- 16th session of Palestinian National Council was an important event. The documents
are supporting the decisions of Fez[1] and the Soviet peace proposals, and they do
reject the Reagan Plan.

- Meeting of Central Committee of Fatah in April in Kuwait passed decisions on
shaping of relations between the PLO and Jordan.

- 16th session did define the relationship between PLO and SAR [Syrian Arab
Republic] as a strategic alliance in the struggle against imperialism.

- [Hafez] Al-Assad and [Yasser] Arafat were viewing the joint Israeli-Lebanese
agreement as a joint act of U.S. policy in the region. The slogan of the PLO leadership:
to build an united front of SAR, PLP, and the progressive forces of Lebanon.

- Al-Assaf has supported dissidents within Fatah. Opposition group is consisting of
hardened Fatah fighters, some of their demands are not unjustified. Their actions are
exploited. The splittist group has only 7 representatives among the overall 73
members in the Revolutionary Council of Fatah. On 27 May the SAR transferred to the
splittist group 6 bases of Fatah in Damascus and supply goods of Fatah over a value
of 40 million U.S. dollars. After that, military attacks by the splittists on positions of
the Fatah occurred.

- Arafat demanded from al-Assad to end the interference in internal matters of the
PLO. Then Arafat was expelled from the SAR on 24 June 1983. (In this context Abu
lyad asked, among else, whether the GDR has guarantees that al-Assad is not turning
into a second Sadat).

- The analysis of previous years does shine light on some facts.

-In 1976 al-Assad was inspired by the U.S. and acted against the Palestinians and
progressive forces of Lebanon. Incursion of Syrian forces into Lebanon followed when
progressive forces were about to establish a democratic power in the country.

- During the Lebanon War in 1982 al-Assad made the fight of the PLO difficult. He let
the PLO fight alone.

- The PLO leadership is afraid that there might be a solution in the Middle East with
participation of the SAR and Jordan, but without the PLO.

- The PLO is still for the establishment of an independent Palestinian state under
leadership of the PLO.

- The PLO is calling on all Arabs to support its efforts towards a normalization with the
SAR. A positive role is played by the Democratic Front [for the Liberation of
Palestine], the Popular Front [for the Liberation of Palestine], the Arab Liberation
Front, the VDRJ[People’s Democratic Republic of Yemen], and Algeria.

- The PLO does consider the Soviet Union and the other socialist states as the most
important force that can help in the current situation.

- The main interest of the closer PLO leadership around Arafat: to avoid a battle with
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the SAR. There is readiness for talks with the SAR and the splittists in the Fatah.

- The PLO is asking the SSG [Sozialistische Staatengemeinschaft; socialist community
of states aka the Soviet bloc.] for its support to establish a front consisting of the PLO,
the SAR, and progressive Lebanese forces. At the same time, the PLO leadership is
asking the SED to do everything in its power to contribute towards a strengthening of
the relationship between the PLO and the SAR.

Comrade Axen:

- The United States and Israel have not achieved their strategic objectives despite
temporary military successes in the Lebanon War. The PLO was able to strengthen its
international authority significantly. Now they [U.S. and Israel] are attempting to
achieve their objectives by political means.

- The splittist activities within Fatah are damaging and dangerous to the PLO and the
cause of the Arab peoples. They are only benefitting the enemy. The PLO is the
decisive force of the Palestinian people. Its agenda and is struggle are just. The unity
of Fatah and the PLP is decisive. The prestige of Y. Arafat gained in struggle as the
representative of the PLO is precious.

- The main task for the PLO leadership remains the struggle against Israel, for the
establishment of a Palestinian national state, for a just solution of the NOK
[Nahostkonflikt; Middle East Conflict]. And for a contribution in the Middle East
towards peace in the world. One must not get diverted from these main talks by
splittist tendencies.

- The SSG is supporting the decision by the 16th Session of the National Council. The
SED is advocating a joint front between SAR, the PLO, and progressive Lebanese
forces.

- The disputes between SAR and the PLO must be resolved by political means.
Refraining from public polemics. Maintaining and expanding the strategic alliance
with the SAR.

- The SED will use opportunities to work towards the necessary cessation of the
conflict and towards a constructive cooperation with the PLO with Arafat at its helm.

- The SAR does remain a decisive bulwark against the Israeli policy of aggression. The
SAR has to be guided by the insight that the SAR has no perspective if it is
succumbing to imperialism.

- When assessing the in part contradictory tactics of the SAR, it is necessary to be
guided by its objectively anti-imperialist role. It is important for the PLO leadership to
negotiate with the Syrian leadership.

[1] Translator’s note: Arab summit conference held in Fez, Morocco, from 6 to 8
October 1982.
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