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FOREWORD 

This booklet i s  based o n  the speech es made at the first Scottish 
conference of Europea n Nuc l ear D isarmament ( END) i n  G l asgow 
in April 1982. 

The cont ributions of Olafur Grimsson and Angus McCormack to 
the con ference highlight the wa y i n  which N ATO h as sou ght  to ex
pand its inf luence i n  t h e  N orth Atlantic shorewards by further 
bu ild- u p  of military bases and facil it ies throu ghou t  north-west 
Europe. Ed ward T h ompson's  int rodu ct ion sets the particula r  ex
periences of Icel and and Stornoway in their wider context, show
ing that the concerns of t h e  peace movement shou l d  be as wide
ra nging as the su perpowers' mi l itary p la n ning; otherwise t here 

may be a d a nger of successful disa r m a m ent pressure in conti nental 
l:urop e  being cancel led out by t he shifting of Cru ise missiles a n d  
other weapons to sub m a r i nes, sh i ps and aircraft patroll i ng th e 
N ort h Atl ant ic. 

The aim of th is p a m phlet is to set the scene for a grow i n g  aware
ness amo ngst disarmament grou ps In north-west Eu rope that the 
m i l ita ry use of the North Atlantic i s  growing apace, is a major d e
stabilisi ng inf l u ence on rel ati o n s  between t h e  superpowers, and 
may well become t he region where a nuc l ear wa r starts. At the 
same t i me, m ilitary use of the North Atl a nt ic  in p eace time is a l 
read y  c reati ng heavy politica l  p ressu re o n  most of  t h e  countries i n  
th e reg i o n, particularly those with m ore independent fo reign pol
i c i es, to accept more a nd more m i l ita r i sation. As O l afur Gr imsson 
shows, the same arguments and pressu res a re used by the m i l i t
ar i sts to justify more bases and weapons in Ice l a nd a nd Scandi -
navia as in Scot l an d .  We h ope this will be  a stimul u s  t o  grou ps 
throu ghout the regio n to co-ord i nate their act iv it ies with the a i m  
of reducing a nd u l ti m atel y  eli m i nati ng the mi l itary t h reat t o  the 
people of the North Atlantic. 

To th is end Glasgow END is organising a North Atlantic Confer
ence in the  spring of 1 983 which will build on the interests and 
concerns of the first conference, and wil l  bring together the ideas 
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and activities of peace campaigners from all corners of the North 
Atlantic - North America, Greenland, Iceland, the Faroes, Nor
way, Denmark, Scotland and Ireland. The aim of the conference, 
in addition to establishing contact between these groups and ex
changing information on the nuclear build-up and opposition to 

it, would be to work towards a campaign to establish a North At
lantic Nuclear-Free Zone. 

I n  addition, Scottish CND is publishing a book in spring 1983 
which analyses the military build-up in the North Atlantic, and 
sets out the pattern of Scottish m ilita ry bases in their North Atlan
tic context. 

European Nuclear Disarm ament 
Glasgow 
November 1982 
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"T H E  WET GAT E" 
AN I N T R ODUCT ION TO THE N ORT H ATLANT IC 

E. P. Thompso n 

U n ited States' nuclear-wea pons strategy (som etimes known, by 
courtesy, as N ATO's) sta nds u pon a t ripod, whose t hree ' legs' rest 
on l a nd, sea, cind air. In t he past two yea rs public attentio n i n  
E u rope has been c h ief l y  p reoccupi ed with the first l eg only - the 
so-ca l l ed Europea n 'theatre' weapons - the ground-launched m ed 
iu m - ra nge missil es, Cruise a nd Persh i ng 11, prom ised by NATO for 
1983. 

But in the next few yea rs the seco nd a nd third ' l egs' a re l ike l y  to 
acqu i re even m ore impo rta nce. Scottish o p inion has already been 
alerted to t h is, in resista nce to Britain's absurd, unwanted a nd ex
pensive ' i ndependent' addit ion to t h e  wo r ld's su m of da nger in 
Trident. But t hese two l egs sta nd o n  more than  Trident o r  Po laris, 
or th e  F-111 s a nd oth er aircraft which are or wil l  be based o n  the 
B ri t i sh  Isles. There are a l so el aborate com munication a nd tracking 
system s, and a g rowing n eed for fue lling , serv icing and t ra nsit fac
i l i ties. 

Ball istic m issi l es a nd superson ic airc raft have sh runk t h e  strat
egist 's  g l obe to the  size of a shrive l l ed gourd: Gree n l a nd, Ice la nd, 
Scot land, N o rway, t h e  Sov iet Ko la  pen i nsula  a re now all next-d oor 
n eig hbou rs, within a few minutes' m issil e f l ight-t i m e  of eac h other. 
A missi l e  can pass fro m  o ne to the other in less t i m e  t h an it  would 
take fo r a ny of us to walk down to the  local cor ner-shop o r  watch 
the 10 o'clock news. 

A l ready, now - a nd for severa l yea rs past - the North Atl a ntic 
ocea n has been one of the  m ost sens itive strategic areas i n  the 
wor ld, because (in the  way that  strateg ists think) a sensitive a rea 
is not just an u ndefended a nd populous area which m ight be tar
geted a nd ob literated, such as Clydeside: it is, far  more, a place 
where the missi l es of the other s ide  may be stationed, a place 
w h ere one might be h it from. And for some tim e  the North At-
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lantic has been such a place, as both NATO and Soviet missile
launching submarines patrol the cold and stormy seas between 
Norway, the Shetlands, the Faroes and Iceland. 

There, already, in the wide spaces of the North Atlantic  they hide 
and they seek. In NATO's strategic thinking the Soviet navy is 
waiting to press through the ' gate' between Norway and Iceland, 
while Soviet 'Backfire' bombers might slip through the same'gate', 
pass down to the west of Scotland and Ireland, and then turn 
sharp left and strike at Western Europe through the 'back-door'. 
In Soviet strategic thinking, N ATO's air and sea- launched missiles 
serviced from bases in Scotland or Iceland, could strike at Lenin
grad or the Kola peninsu la, or even str ike across the Arctic cap. 

All these are of course fictional 'scenarios' or ' cont ingency' plans, 
imagined in the war-games rooms of strategists. They have little to 
do with political or mil itary reali ties. Some of th is is a propaganda 
game which the cold warriors play to frighten their own publics .. 
For example, these people have long been telling us that only the 
very large and expensive British contribution to NATO's naval 
forces in the North Atlantic prevents the Soviet navy from swarm
ing down upon our shores and playhg like a school of porpoises 
in every Scottish sea- loch. Yet during the Falklands War the with
drawal of British warships for service in the remote South Atlantic 
d epleted NATO's naval forces in the North by some two-thirds. 
The supposed 'gate' was left open and swinging on its hinges· for 
some three months. Yet B rit ish waters were not overrun: i f  they 
had been, I am sure that W inston Churchill, Junio r, woul d have let 
us know. 

Some of these stories, then, are lies or ' wo rst-case' fictions. But 
the trou ble with this kind of contingency thinking is that it does 
not stay put as fiction in the head. It gets out of the head and it 
gets into budgets. Hundreds of millions of pounds and billions of 
dollars and roubles are spent upon building weapons and bases 
which are justified as 'defence' or 'deterrence' against imaginary 
threats: these new developments are seen by the other side as 
threatening. and provoke it to build up new weaponry and bases 
in response: and so on . . .  and on In this way both sides hurry 
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on the 'worst-case' contingencies their measures were designed to 
meet. 

Another reason why the North Atlantic is becoming so sensitive an 
area is ah ironical one. The successes of the European peace move
ments, in bringing within reach the expulsion of ground-launched 
missiles from their lands, are forcing NATO strategists to look 
with favour on the sea. The political cost of forcing Britain, Holl
and, Belgium, West Germany and Italy to accept cruise and Per
shing missiles upon their territories is so high that the counsels of 
NATO are now divided. Mrs Thatcher is eager to take the missiles 
as well as anything else ( such as neutron bombs or nerve-gas 

artillery ) that the Americans choose to send. But the Dutch and 
Bel9ian governments are not eager at all, and Chancellor Schmidt 
would be happy if the Geneva arms talks should give rise to any 
compromise which would get him off his own political hook. One 
possibl'e 'compromise' would be to abandon plans for stationing 
the ground-launched missiles in Europe -a 'concession' to be paid 
for by the Soviet withdrawal of the highest possible number of 
SS-20s. While the Western media maunfactured an immense self
congratulatory hoo-ha about NATO's peaceful dispositions, the 
United States would fall quietly back upon the other two legs of 
the tripod instead - on sea and air. Missiles pressed by public op
inion out of Europe would be squeezed sideways and reappear, in 
even greater numbers, in the North Atlantic - launched from 
bombers, submarines, or the floating launch-platforms which are 
already entering service. 

One can easily see the arguments in favour of this course. Weapons 
at sea are more mobile, less easy to target, and, above all, less pol
itically visible than are bases at Greenham Common or Comiso. 
No-one can set up a peace camp in the seas off Rockal I, and even 
if we all had water-wings it would be a we.t business to sit down in 
the middle of the 'gate' between Norway and Iceland. 

Yet this development will bring no security whatsoever to either 
'the West' or 'the East', and it will make some beautiful and re
mote parts of Northern Europe into some of the most dangerous 
places on the earth. And not dangerous only if or when a nuclear 
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wa r occurs - they are (as Dr Grimsson reminds us) a l ready dan
gerous  now. With all that heavy nuclear plant mov i n g  around the 
ocean bed, sooner or l ater a major accident has to happen. 

This is the th reat wh ich v is i ts both Icel and a nd Scot l a nd today,  
and Dr  G r i m sson - a hig h l y-respected mem ber of  the Icel a ndic 
parliament (or A l thing) - and Mr McCorm ack, th e abl e  and well
infor m ed l ea d er of the opposition to N ATO's plans i n  the Weste rn 
Is l es - add other expla nat ions  for the growi ng milita r i sation of the 
North Atl a nt i c  zone. And as both m a ke c l ear, the o n l y  possible 
response to th is, of ad equ ate force, must be t h e  i nternationalis
atio n  of peaceful res istance a m ong the peo p l es of t h e  countr ies 
withi n t h e  strategic zo ne.  

We l ive in very ug l y t i mes, wh en there are good reasons fo r ta king 
the most pess imist ic view of h u m an ex p ectati ons. On the credit 
s ide  there is l i tt l e  optimist i c  to be seen save i n  the rapid growth of 
th e peace movement itself - a nd i n  th e brot h erhood and s i ster
hood of that com mon movement of res i stanc e. 'Peace' is not just 
the absence of war - it i s  a real state or fo rce o nly i f  it is made u p  
of the aff i rmatives of u nd erstanding, exch a nge, commo n  action, 
mad e possib l e  by the i nternat iona l network i ng of movem ents and 
persons. 

In the  North Atl ant ic zone, a l l  the e l ements o f  th i s  i nternatio na l  
netwo rk are now p resent - in  a l l the most th reatened nat ions 
there are active m ovem ents bu i l t  on simil ar p r incip l es of  a l liance 
between persons o f  d i ffering p a rty a nd fa ith - the Icela nd ic  Cam
pa i gn against Mil ita ry Bases, Ir ish CND, the Norwegiar 'No to 
Nuclea r Weapons' , t h e  Scott ish Cam p a i g n  against Trident, CN D 
and E N D. I have been exceptio na l ly fortu nate in the past yea r in 
be ing  a b l e  to visit Norwa y, Ire l a n d  and Iceland - and even fa r
d i sta nt Glasgow. In each country I found stro ng a nd represent
at ive m ovements, d eep l y  invo l ved i n  the nat i o nal and polit i c a l  
life - in the l about m ovements, t h e  c h u rches, the women's move
ments, among ecologists a nd cu ltural worker'>, poets a nd musicia ns 
- m ovements whic h cherish ed the nat i o nal t rad itio ns of  th e i r  own 
cou ntr ies (the Gaelic of the Western Is l es, the a ncien t  d emocrat ic 
insti tut io ns of the Icelanders) and wh ich for that reaso n d efended 
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the 'gate' between the people's past and the people's future. 

Gl asgow's END conference last May marked an important new 
stage in this international networking. This netwo rk must now be 
extended and strengthened, drawing together the peace wo rkers of 
oth er nations - Irel and, Norway, the Farnes, Denmark - who 
share a commo n objective: to make the whole North Atlantic 
zone nuclear-free. 
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ICELAND AND THE NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY 

Olafur Grimsson 

I bring you g reetings from Iceland Peace Campa i g ners, who are en
couraged by the meet i ng h ere today a nd by k nowing that you will 
be discuss i ng the peace movements of t h e  N orth Atlantic a rea . 

In I cela nd we have fou ght aga inst the nuclear mil itary stations i n  
the N orth Atl a ntic and against the America n military bases i n  ou r 
cou ntry which p l ay a key ro l e  in that militarisation. 

I t  has been a l o ng a nd testing stru gg l e, but in recent m o nths we 
have been g reatly encou raged by the emerg i ng so l idarity among 
the peace movements in the sma l l er cou ntries in the N orth Atlan
tic area . Only four weeks ago, Edward Thom pso n , who is a l so 
with u s  here today, addressed the largest eve r  a nti nuclear ral l y  
that has been h e l d  in  Icela nd i n  t h e  last few years. H e  gave greet
i ngs from the CND in B ritain a nd the Welsh A nti Nuclear All iance 
and rel ated the success of the Al l iance who had just m a n aged to 
ma ke Wa les a nuclea r-free cou ntry. And that m essag e  from the 
Welsh peop l e  was g reeted with t remendous applause in the I c e
la ndic Hall. 

Everyo n e  real ises that a new era cou ld be in the making. We are 
no lo nger a l o ne. And we in I celand are no longer alo ne out th ere 
in th e Nort h  Atla ntic. We a re su p ported by the active workers of 
the  sa me cau se in Scot l a nd, Wal es, England a nd i n  oth er Sca nd i n
av ian  cou ntries. We must realise, a nd must emphasise, a new solid
arity which is em erging especial l y  among the you ng peo ple of ou r 
countries - a l ong with a determination to bring about a conso l id
ation of ou r joint pub I ic  a nd po l it ical st rengths. 

This determination is especially significant because the mi l ita ry 
establ ishment, the nucl ear barons, a re a l ready trying to execute 
extensive p lans for further mi litary a nnexatio n of t h e  ocea ns s�r
rounding our countries. We wil l h ear today of plans for this strat
egy of mi l itarisation, when A ngus McCo rmack of the Keep N ATO 
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O u t  Campaign speaks on the Sto rnoway experiences. We m u st 
remember that oceans ca n be part of the mil itary buil d-up, for 
nucl ear submarines, with ever greater strengths in warheads and 
destruction capabilities, are p l a nned to sail in our waters. And 
batt l eships are now bei ng transformed to carry h u ndreds of Cru ise 
m issi les on t h eir decks. T h ese batt leships are intended to sail be
tween Ice l a nd, Scot l and and Norway; as floating a rsena l s  of 
nuclear and conventional weapons. 

It is only with m assive strength, a nd a determined demonstration 
of publ ic op inion, that t he peopl e  in our countries can h a l t  these 
plans. Th erefore we in Iceland are  d etermined to seek you r help 
a nd to g ive you our h e l p. We must reinforce each other, b ecau se 
our' adversari es i n  t his campaign have, for a long  tim e, ma intained 
a network of systematic d eceptio n of pu bl ic o p i nion. To give you 
ju st one exampl e: l ast week a n  admiral of the British N avy atten
ded a Con ference in Ice l a nd. H e  spoke on the TV a n d  Radio a nd 
to press reporters abou t t h e  importance of future nuc l ear sub
marine activities in the North Atla nt ic. H e  praised the Trid ent. 
He described t h e  exce l l ence of US bases i n  Ice l a nd .  I t  w a s  quite 
cl ear, l istening to him, that this officer of the British Navy had 
come to Ice l a nd in a f ight i ng spirit. But he was not f ight ing the 
R u ssians; he was fig h t i ng us. H e  was f ighting the peopl e  in the 
peace movements who are  opposing his  plans. A l l  his a rgu ments 
were directed against the a rg uments of the peace m ovem ent. 

It is significant that the military establishment of al l  cou ntries of 
the North Atla ntic have rea l ised the importance of the publ ic de
bate  we have init iated. T hey rea l ise  that successful d emocratic 
movem ents ca n bring about a nuclear-freeze. We can make the 
North Atla ntic a nuclea r-free zone. And what is more, we can 
make the nuclear b a rons, the Lords of the Ad mira l ty, l a nd l ess, 
sea-less, and what i s  even worse for them, we can m ake t h em u n
empl oy ed. 

It is therefore quite cl ear that i n  the coming months the  co-oper
ation of the peace movements in t h e  North At lantic countries is 
a priority for a l l  of u s. We must l earn from our friends o n  the 
European continent, a nd get hel p  from t h e  Dutch, B elgians, Ger-
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mans and all other continental peace movements, so th at we suc
cessfully threaten the NATO plans for imposing Cruise missiles. 

We must build a similar popular force in N orth Europe. We must 
learn from our continenta l friends, but we must also learn from 
each other. And I think I am qu ite r ight in saying that the Icelan

dic ex per ience will be of use to people in Scotland and Stornoway 
in particular. We have many lessons to offer. Our experience will 
show how the superpowers have systematically deceived and 
tricked a small island nation. These lessons can help you who are 
now fighti ng against pl ans for new bases off the Scottish Coast. 
And we must not let the extremely successful campaign against 
Trident overshadow the equally important f ight in Stornoway. 
Because if they succeed in bu ilding their bases in Stornoway, then 
in a few short years Scotland will become a key in the nuclear mil
itarisation of the North Atlantic. It is therefore i mportant to fight 
against the Stornoway plans a l ong with the fight aga inst Trident. 

When the US government after World Wa r Two b luntly requested 
perm ission to have military bases on Iceland for 99 years, all the 
political parties unanimously refused this request. The Iceland ic 
nation was, and still is, unique in that it has never borne arms. 
No Icelandic military force has ever existed. We ga ined i ndepen
dence, established a sovereig n state, and developed a h ighly ad
vanced modern SO' ·ty without a ny struggle whatsoever taking 

place. To d iversify for a moment: we are the nat ion which suc
cessfully defeated the British Navy three years ago. We had no 
battleships, we had no navy, we had only three small gunboats 
manned with civilian sailors. The British Navy sent many war
ships, some of them the pride of the Br itish Navy ; but on every 
occasion, as you know, we won. And we won because our ar

guments, our democratic will, were so st rong, and so right, that 
the Br itish might could not, in the end, defeat our arguments. 
And that is why I know that in the end the arguments of the cam
paign against nuclear weapons will win; if we are sufficiently 
strong and sufficiently democratic in our campaign. 
( I  note with some irony that the same British Ministries we fought 
some years ago are using our arguments in their debate about 
Common Market fish ing po licy . ) 
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But I did not come here to talk a bo u t  o l d  t imes. Rather, let us 
retu rn to the time when the US request for NATO b ases o n  Ice
l a nd was tu rned d own. They learnt a lesso n. They l earnt  a lesson 
which they are applying at Sto r nowa y  today. Because the Storn
oway base, although it is called a NATO base, is in fact a n  Amer
ican base. They learnt a l esson they wi l l  never forget; never to be 
blunt or frank abo ut plans. Instead, go step by step in o rder to 
achieve the u lt i m at e  goa l .  It has regrettably succeeded in Iceland; 
but it must not succeed at Stornoway. 

It su cceeded in Ice l a nd because after the i r  i n i t i a l  reject ion, t h e  
Americans m a naged through sophisticated politica l  m a noeuver i ngs 
to take Iceland, a nat ion wh ich had never had any armed forces 
and never intended to have any such forces, into a military a l liance 
in NATO. Th is was hot l y  debated i n  Icela nd at the time, a nd the  
govern ment had t o  i ssue a declaration stat i ng the condit ions for 
N ATO m embership. It pro mised that no foreign m i l ita ry forces 
would be accepted in  Ice l a nd in peacet ime. A n d  man y  peopl e  
tru sted this declaration. B u t  the  very term 'peacetim e' turned out 
to be the key to further d ecept ion . Who could bel ieve i n  the 
peace movement today, that the word ' peace' would  b e  the k ey to 
furth er m i i  itary efforts ? 

This ha ppened b ecau se two yea rs l a ter, in 1951, the Americans 
used a wa r in Asia, a war that  most people will now h ave forgot
ten , to take a step to fu rther their own p l a n s  for acquiring mi l itary 
bases in Ice l and.  You might n ot reca l l  much about the war in 
Korea ; it was after all thirty years ago. But  the Americans used 
the war in Korea to execute a sca re campaign i n  I ce l and.  Korea, 
far away at the oth er s ide  of the world, was the reaso n  for Icelan
dic acceptance of NATO bases. The Americans  said t h e  R u ss ians  
are coming into Korea today, a n d  i t  could be Ice l a nd tomorrow. 
It served the su perpowers' pu rposes. The majority of Ice l and ic 

MPs wi:re ca l l ed i nto a sec ret one-da y  sess i o n, a nd were informed 
by respected American d ip l o mats, "If the Russians are coming 
i nto Korea, why not a l so i nto Ice l a nd ?" A nd in a few days the 
Amer ican so l diers had a rrived. 

The old plans for bases in  Iceland were first d esc r i hed in 1941, in 
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a Pentagon memo, which has now come out of the historical ar
chives. Now 10 years later in 1951, the p l a ns h ad su cceed ed. 
N ow the war in Korea is almost forgotten . New generations of 
Icelanders only learn about it in history books, as you do. But 
the American soldiers, the military bases, are still in my country, 
and the init ial justification has entirely dis appeared, although new 
ones have been invented. The very same ones we will hear about 
as justification for the base at Stornoway: I have heard about the 
Sov iet Submarines and Sov iet Bombers before. We wi ll also hear 
that they are justifying the base at Stornoway b ecause they might 
lose the bases on Iceland; and they are justifying the Icelandic 
bases because they might not get a Stornoway base. 

In Iceland, the American Airforce came and built runways, like 
they intend to do in Stornoway. Then in the early 1960's the 
Am er ican Navy took over and installed various technical dev ices 
related to emergence of the nuclear subm arine branch of the arms 
race. From there o n, one escalation in the m il itary situation fol
lowed another, al I tying the cou ntry into the network of nuclear 
weaponry i n  the North Atlantic. There are conflicting reports on 
whether or not warheads themselves have been sto red in I cela nd. 
But these stor ies a re not the key issue. The s ignif icant fact is the 
gradual installation of the support ing technical facilities which en
able the US to m aintain vast nuclear arsenals at sea, in the North 
At l ant ic region, and which have brought about m ass ive cou nter 
responses by the Soviet Fleet in that North Atl a ntic area. 

Thus the fate of my country, a country which as I have already de
scri bed to you, h as never experienced any armed forces whatso
ever, has been to play a signif icant although disguised part, in the 
North Atlantic arms race. Through complex counter action, it has 
helped tt, encourage the enlargement of American , Soviet, British 
and French nuclear su b m ari ne fl eets in Northern oceans. This 
m odern network ties together Iceland, Scot:and, and N orway and 
also brings in the Faroes and Greenland. We are all part of this 
same nuclear maritime system. The deepwater spying network 
goes from Greenland to I celand and from there to Scotland. And 
I understand from Peter Segger of the Welsh A nti Nuclear Alliance 
speaking here today, that it was also discovered at a sec ret base in  
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Wales last year. 

T h rough coastal links and grou nd satellite stations, the spying net
work send s messages abou t the movement of the deep water 
nuclear arsenal to the g l obal computer centre, which last year, as 
you may remember, gave false alarms indicating that a nuclear war 
should immediately commence. The Orion and Phantom planes 
fro m Icela nd a nd N orway serve the nuc l ea r  navy, a nd new run
ways on t he islaqds off t h e  Scottish coast, on Stornoway or on 
oth er islands would serve t h e  same pu rpose. The story of th e es
calation in ou r  countries is long and complex, but it has, regrettab
ly, in recent years reached new heights.· At the end of the 1970's 
!ee l.and was the first, and fo r a few years, the only country outs ide 
the US wh ere AWACS p l a nes were permanently stat ioned . Once 
again my nat ion was deceived. Even the Iceland ic Foreign M i n i s
ter was told b y  the Americans that the AWACS p lanes were only a 
sl ight improvement, a minor change, from the old radar planes. 
They were nothing special, not worth speak ing about, or even 
mentioning. But when two years later, the selling of AWACS to 
Saud i Arabia caused a po litical explosion in the US, and th e worst 
pol it ical crisis in the relationship between the Reagan Ad m inis
tration and Congress, the Icelandic people suddenly awo ke to a 
nightmare. Our country had become the permanent site of the  
most advanced attack control inst ruments i n  the American air
force. Th e AWACS constitute a revo lution in m il itary technology: 
they can control a fleet of over 100 attack planes, and guide such 
massive attacks with a shock ing accuracy. We th en realised that 
th ere were only two countr ies in the who le world w h ere the Amer
icans permanently stat i oned these new military wo nders; Icela nd 
a nd Saud i  A ra bia. The latter you will know is in th e heat of the 
Midd l e  East conflict, the former in the centre of the ocean be
tween Scot land, Norway and Greenland . 

When airborne, the AWACS cont ro l the whole regio n  from the 
Scottish coast r i ght up to Greenland. Their operation in ou r area 
proves, by their very being there, the emphasis which the super
powers put on the mi litary section of the waters between our 

countries. We, and the Midd l e East, are the only areas where the 
AWACS are in operation . But th e m il itary section regrettably 
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keeps on escalating. You are fighting Trident, and you are fight ing 
Stornoway. We in Iceland have been fighting new plans which 
came out two months ago, for a new launch harbour for the Amer
ican Navy, and more sophisticated fuel facilities which wi ll enable 
the American Navy to keep operating in  the area for months with
ou t having to return back to the US. And similar things have 
happened in Norway. 

The pla ns for Scotland, for Iceland and for Norway are linked to 
the d ecisio n made by the Reagan government to give prior ity to 
strengthen the l\Javy arm of the American nuclear arsenal; increase 
the submar ine strength in the North Atlantic; and transform 
battleships into floating carrier stations of Cruise miss iles. T here
fore we, the people of these countries, and especially we i n  the 
peace movement, face a gruesome reality. We are in t h e  centre of 
a reg ion which is be ing developed into a major ocean ic nu clea_r ar
senal. And Trident, Stornoway, Iceland and N_orway are just 
pawns on the same chessboard. 

In the late 1970's it was d ecided to make co nti nental Europe the 
site for a new nu clear escalatio n; and we all know the campaign 
which followed, a campaign which has become so strong that it 
m ight succeed i n  reversing that d ecision. 

But the logic of what has been happening in recent months and 
years i n  Scotland, in Iceland, and in Norway, means that in the 
early 1980's, the oceans off ou r coasts wil l  be the key site of the 
future nuclear arsenal . Al l our coasts, and the is la nds off these 
coasts, will be used to keep nuclear navies supplied. It is our im
mediate task to jo in hands in fighting these plans: to raise the 
demand for a nuclear-free Northern Europe, both on land and at 
sea. We must wor k to obtain the sam e public suppo rt as our 

friends in Holland, in G ermany and in Belg ium have obtained. And 
we, the peaceworkers of Scotland, Ice l and and Norway, Wales a nd 
other countries, must achieve the same degree of co-operat ion and 
co-ordination of our efforts as our friends on the Continent have 
achieved. 

I therefore want to put forward the suggestion here today, that we 

17 

Wilson Center Digital Archive Original Scan



resolve to hold, next summer or perhaps this autumn, a conference 
of the North European Peace Movements, and discuss the specific 
tasks facing us in the North coastal countries. We should invite 
participation from Norway, Denmark, from Greenland, Farnes, as 
well as from Scotland, Wales, Ireland and Iceland, and any others 
who are concerned about the developments in the North Atlantic 
Ocean and lands. Scotland would be a suitable home for such a 
conference. The programme could include an analysis of the ex

isting military system, which links our countries and oceans into 
a unified nuclear network. And we could increase the information 
about the future plans of the superpowers to strengthen this net
work. We must explain to people why nuclear-free zones must not 
only cover land, but also sea. And I believe that we have a golden 
source of convincing arguments. For there is great danger from 

the nuclear submarine fleet sailing close to our land masses, even 
if war doesn't break out. The danger also exists in peacetime. The 
danger from nuclear accide nts in our oceans, creating radioactivity 

in the strong oceanic currents which criss-cross the North Atlantic 
and which will pollute the f ishing stocks in our waters as well as 
harming the general environment of every country in Northern 
Europe. 

We have not pointed out to the public that every day there are a 
number of floating deep sea nuclear plants in our waters, moving 
between Scotland, Iceland, Norway and Greenland. The Three 
Mile Island accident in America taught the public a valuable lesson 
about the dangers of radioact ivity. And it has been proved that 
these floating monsters are not safe in peacetime. They therefore 
constitute, here and now, not only in war, a tremendous danger. 
We must make this danger of a peacetime nuclear accident in our 
coastal waters a major part of our campaign. By their very exis
tence, the nuclear submar ines constitute not a deterrence. but a 
threat, not aga inst the Russians, but against ourselves. If and when 
such an accident occurs in peacetime, in the 200 miles of fishing 
zones around Scotland, or Iceland, or arouhd Norway, it w ill be 
too late to learn from the fate of the American Three Mile Island 
ex peri enc e. 

Let us, dear friends. resolve here today to link the peop le of Scot-
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land and England and Wales with those of Iceland, Norway, Den
mark, Farnes and Greenland. We must resolve to link them into a 
strong popular front which will successfully stop this future nuc
lear nightmare. We must institute a joint campaign and agree on a 
common programme; turning the oceans as well as the lands into 
nuclear-free zones. We must prevent the transportation of the 
nuclear arsenal from the continent into the ocean. We must co
operate with our continental friends in making all of Europe free 
of nuclear weapons. 

We have, as we say in Iceland, raised the call for a nuclear-free 
Europe, not only from Poland to Portugal, but also from Iceland 
to Italy; from the North Sea to the Mediterranean. 
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STORNOWAY: KEEP NATO OUT 

Angus McCormack 

Sandwick, the village in whic h  I live, wraps itself unwillingly 
around the southern end of the ma in runway at Sto rnoway air
port. In 1977 the Com munity Council discovered that the Western 
Isles I slands Council had approved an application for planning 
clearance from the Ministry of Defence to lengthen the runway at 
Stornoway and add fuel facilities. The Western Isles Islands Coun
cil did not real ise the implications of the Ministry of Defence plan 
but Sandwic k Community Cou ncil did and it resolved to oppose 
the plan. Immediately a campaign was launched to have the Is
lands Council reverse its decision. Sandwick Commun ity Council 
was joined by Loch A' Tuath Community Council from the north 
end of the runway and together they organised a thorough and 
vigorous campaign gaining the support of the local Labour, Scot
tish National and L iberal parties, the Free Church, many other 
island community councils, the local MP and finally after a blan
ket lobby of all local councillors and much local publicity, the 
Western Isles Islands Council was persuaded to change its decision 
and oppose the Ministry of Defence on 29 June 1 978 - almost a 
year after the campaign was started. 

It was following this initial success that Keep NATO Out was 
formed with the remit to oppose by all means open to it the ex
tension of MoD/NATO activity at Stornoway Airport in whatever 
form such extension of activity be proposed and in particular 
where these proposals seriously affected the island way of life. 

The KNO committee was formed at a packed p ublic meeting held 
in Stornoway on 29 October 1 979. This meet ing was the culmin
ation of stead ily increasing opposition to the siting of a NATO 
base at Stornoway, which had begun two years beforehand. 

Because of the total and vigorous opposition to the MoD plan, 

KNO had a broad-based local support on which to bu ild. The 
committee had three priorities:-
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(1) to establish the local support and increase it 

(2) to continue to sup port the WI IC in its opposition to the 
MoD/NATO plans and 

(3) to persuade the Secretary of State for Scot l a nd that the plans 
for Stornoway were a v iolation of the rights of the local 
people and strategically irrelevant. 

The commitment to these tasks was astonish ing. The KNO com
mittee numbered ten in it ially and five more individuals were co
opted. The committee met several times per week if necessary and 
at l east weekly. Plans were laid and carr ied t hrough with total de
dicat ion, and local su pport was tapped to assist in a d oor- to -door 
canvass of the villages nearest to the a irpo rt . This resulted in a 
petition of 4,300 s ignatu res and 2,000 wr itten individual objec
tions were col l ected and lodged with the Secretary of State for 
Scotland. Sim ultaneou sly information was collected, coll2ted and 
disseminated to the local people, and further afield, stating the 
case against the base and h ighl ight i ng the dev ious nature of the 
Mou whose brief "runway" plans had esca lated to:-

( 1) 2 twin runways 
(2) a mile long under sea pipe 

(3) massive new storage tanks 
(4) hardened a ircraft shelters -

in short a NATO base conf igurat ion. At the sa me t ime the cost 
had r i sen from £6 m i llio n in 1977 to £40 m il l ion in 1980. 

Considerable energy was directed into sustaining the W I  IC stance 
of opposition to the MoD. Much u nderha nd l etter writ ing and 
pressure was p l ac ed on the Islands Council by the MoD, and KNO 
used the information ruthlessly to bolster the islanders and in par
ticu lar the counc illors in their resolve. On 22 May 1980 the WI IC 

threw out the renewed plans of the MoD l.;y 28 votes to 2, a con
siderable success for our lobby and a great credit to the tenacity of 
the WI IC who were under considerable pressu re to capitulate. 
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F inally KNO p lagued the Secretary of State w ith evidence of loca l 
obj ections to t he plans a nd cou nter strateg ic argum ents. That to
gether with the splend id oppos it ion of the WI I C  led to t h e  ca l l i ng 
of a Pub l ic P lann i ng I nq u i ry on 1 6  M a rch 1981.  B v  now the K N O  
had ga ined the su ppo rt of the Scott ish Cou nc i i of t h e  Labou r Par
ty, the Scott ish Nat iona l Pa rty, the  STU C, t he Ch u rch and Nat ion 
Com m ittee of the Chu rch of Scot l and , CN D and EN D .  Many of  
these bod ies contr ibuted to the wr itten ev idence to the P u b l ic 
I nqu iry a nd the KNO prod uced a l engthy su b m i ss i o n  d eta i l i ng its 
case aga inst t h e  base. The case presented by the W I  I C  at the P u b
l ic Inq u i ry was i rrefu table on P l anning g rou nd s alone. T he Mo D 
had no case. Many i nd ependent observers com m ented that the 

WI IC had won the i nq u iry hands down a nd indeed they d i d. The 
reporter to the i nq u i ry conc l u d ed , " 1  therefore consider that the 
I s lands Co u nc i l  was q u ite j u st i fied in reach i ng thei r dec i sion not to 
approve the d evel opment" . 

George You nger, the Scott ish Secreta ry' s d ec is ion  to overturn the 
result of the Pu b l ic I nq u i ry i s  of co u rse ent irely undemocrat ic  and 
was rejected by 'th e  I s l and s Cou nc i l  at an emergency meeti ng o n  
7 Decem ber 1 98 1  whe n  the Cou ncil called fo r a Pu bl i c I nq u i ry 
i nto the strateg ic necess ity fo r hav i ng a major N A  TO base at Stor
noway. That sam e  even ing KNO ca l l ed a pu b l ic  m eet i ng . A 
packed Town H al l was ad d ressed by e ig ht wel l- k nown l ocal f igu res 
rep resent i ng po l it ics, p eace grou ps, the chu rch and cu ltu ral groups. 
The meet ing gave K N O  a u nani m o u s  mandate to rej ect the Secret
ary of State's  d ec i s ion and to carry forward t he f ight . 

I m med iatel y K N O  ex r:-anded its o rga n i sat ion and fo rmed 5 su b
com m ittees to further its campa ign .  At the mom ent K N O  is co n
duct i ng a mass ive l obby of a l l  M Ps a nd cons itu ency parties and it 
is ou r end eavou r to have t he w ithdrawa l of the p la ns fo r Stor
noway made Labo u r  Party Po l icy at t h i s  yea r' s conference i n  
Blackpool. 

A blanket canvass of  all Trade U n i o ns and Trades Cou nc il has 
taken p l ace and su pport is  gradual ly bu i lding in this area. 

K N O  is d etermined to wi n. Never has there been a more deter-
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m i ned group, supported by such a u nited peop l e. I n  th e is la nd s 
we are fighti ng to support ou r way of l ife. We see it th reatened 
by al ien presence. The peace wi l l  be shattered w ith med ica l l y i n
ju rious effect, the la nguage wi l l  be eroded a nd a nother m i nority 
cu ltu re wi l l  be l ost. N ot if we ca n he l p it. 

The Real Reason for the Stornoway Plans 

K N O's co ncern is  not just sel f ish and i nsu l ar. The fight against the 
Mo D ' s p l a ns for  Stornoway shou l d  be seen a s  a v ita l pa rt of the 
f ight aga i nst nuc l ear war and for peace i n  the U K .  The futu re of 
Stornoway Airpost is rea l l y  about the abi l ity of the U n ited States 
to f ight a 'theatre' nuc l ear war i n  E u rope. 

The M o D  wou ld have us bel ieve that Sto rnoway' s new N ATO base 
is essent ia l to the U K  d efence. The base is necessary, they te l l  us, 
to he l p plug the Iceland- Farces Gap through which flow substan
tia l numbers of Soviet warsh ips, ma i n l y submari nes, and a i rcraft. 
The M o D  state that these a i rcraft, and particu lar ly the " Backfire 
Bomber " ,  pose a very real threat to the U K  since they can come at 
us from beh i nd, that is the North West, a nd using stand- off m iss
i les obl iterate the Holy Loch etc. before we know what has h it us. 
That is rubbish ! 

Like most a rguments of the MoD and the U K  government on ly  the 
facts necessary to hoodwi nk the local popu lace are put forward, 
and sim i lar  types of subterfuge are being used at Molesworth, 
G reenham Common a nd Cou l port and i ndeed many oth er l ocat
ions of l esser m agn itude. The argu ment for not rel eas i ng the true 
facts is that Defence matters cannot be u nderstood by ord i nary 
morta ls l i ke you and me and hence are best kept secret for our 
nat iona l secu r ity. Meanwh i l e  they stick a NATO base or a Cru ise 
m issi le i n  ou r bac k ga rdens a nd they expect us to say noth i ng. I t  
i s  th is ki nd of closed- m i nded dev iousness that CN D has h ad to 
d ea l with a l l  these years a nd the enormous growth in the C N D  
movement i s  evidence o f  a popu lation no lo nger prepared to 
accept the l ies of government after government. I welcome this 
growing resolve to withstand the sec ret state and to d emand a 
voice in how we l ive and die. 
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In th e Western I s l es K N O  cou ld  have accepted the M o D  argu m ents. 
T h ey put a g reat d ea l  of effo rt i nto t h e i r  PR job. T h ey too k over 
t h e  fro nt page of the  Storno way Gazette and sent a h igh- ra n k i ng 
d e l egat i o n  to the i s l a nds to subd u e  the  n at ives. K N O  rej ected 
t h e i r  a rg u m ents a nd fought  bac k w i t h  facts. H e re a re a few of 
them : -

1\J o Sov i et a i rc raft o r  su b m a r i ne l eaves t h e  K o l a  pen i nsu l a  
w ithou t N ATO k now i ng a b o u t  i t  i n  a very short t i me.  A i r
c raft a r e  trac ked down from t h e  t i m e they l eave base by the 
N orweg i a n  a i rforce, b y  rad ar ,  by sate l l ite,  by t h e  USAF and 
ou r own a i rfo rce.  S u b m a r i nes pass t h rough a n etwo rk of  
u ndersea su rve i l l a nce systems a nd are then tracked by a i r
c ra ft, s h i ps and N ATO su bma ri n es. I n  short no a i rc raft nor 
sh i p  cou l d  reach U K  terr itory withou� i nter 1,;ept i o n  a nd i n
d eed such i ntercept i o ns ta ke p l ac� every week of t h e  year .  

Defence from the " Backfi re", or  a new Sov iet Target? 

And wh at of  the B ac kf i re B o m be r  - t h is  t h reat to t h e  U K  that 
m a k es Sto rnoway so essent i a l ? 

( 1 ) It is su bsta nt i a l l y  s l ower tha n the P h a ntom o r  F 1 4  o r  the n ew 
Tornado.  Its max i m u m  speed at l ow l eve l  i s  o n l y  560 k nots. 
A To rnado can do 800 k nots. 

( 2 )  It i s  a very l a rge a i rc raft l i ke t h e  V u l c a n  and a n  easy ta rget, 
a nd a n y  f l y i ng at top speed to avo id N ATO f ighters d ra m at
ica l l y  shortens its range. 

(3 ) The new AS-e K i n gf i sh m issi l e  has not yet com e i nto use, 
suggest i ng p ro b l ems i n  its devel opment .  

(4 ) Not one B ac k fi re has penetrated or i nd eed co me an ywh ere 
near U K  a i rspace s ince t h e i r  dep loym ent .  

In ot her  words there is  no need fo r Sto r noway' s add i t i o n a l  fac i l i t
ies to combat t h e  t h reat from the  B ackf i re. I nd eed i f  we exa m i n e  
t h e  d eta i l s  o f  war strateg i es fo r t h e  N o rt h  At l a nt ic ,  N ATO's  p l a ns 
for Sto rnoway merel y c reate a new i nd iv i d u a l  ta rget for a Warsaw 

24 

Wilson Center Digital Archive Original Scan



Pact str i ke, without co ntr ibut i ng anyt h i ng to marit i m e  d efence. 

The Backfires concerned a re for a nt i-sh i pp i ng ( i . e. they' re the  
USS R 's attempt at  red ressi ng 1 the  huge N ATO su perior ity i n  su r
face sh i ps ) . They do not ca rry weapons wh ich cou ld be used fo r 
str i k es o n  ma i n la nd ta rgets. Al l N aval  Backfi res seen by N ATO so 
fa r have been carry i ng a s i ng l e  AS-4 " K itchen" m iss i l e. Th is  is a 
" stand-off" m iss i l e  which is f i red from u p  to 1 50 m i l es away from 
the  target. It may carry a nuclear  warhead, but no co nf i rmat ion  
of  t h i s  has  yet b een pub l ished.  Even if  a n  attempt to attack the  
U K  with a n  AS-4 was made, the l i kel i hood of gett i ng w ith i n  1 50 
m i l es of a n y  U K  ta rget - even Stornoway or Shet l a nd - u nd etec
ted wou ld be very s l i m  i nd eed .  

N o r  does Backfire have a n y  a nt i- a i rcraft capab i l ity, s o  w i t h  the 
cu rrent reduction i n  emphasis o n  rei nforcement from USA by sea 
and i nc reased em p hasis on air rei nforcement, the rei nforcement of 
E u rope i s  actu a l l y  mov i ng towards i m m u n ity from Sov i et attack.  
There i s  not a s i ng le  Sov i et f ighter a i rcraft, nor a re any u nder d ev
e lopment, which has the ra nge to attack tra nsport a i rcraft i n  the 
Eastern Atlantic.  Backf i re, a nd som e  of the o lder Sov iet marit i m e  
patro l a ircraft, have the range, but no a nt i-a i rc raft capab i l ity. So 
Backfire has o n l y  a l i m ited, a nd d ec l i n i ng, ra nge of targets, none 
of wh ich are targets on the UK m a i n l a nd (or  i s lands) . 

The i m portant po i nt, however, is the effect that N ATO's su perior
ity i n  a nti-su b mari n e  wa rfa re has o n  the way i n  which the Sov iet 
U n io n  wou ld be expected to react to NATO i n  the N o rt h  At l a nt ic .  
NATO has su periority in all weapons systems i n  the Eastern At l a n
tic and Chan nel .  T h i s  is fu rther borne out i n  a n  a rt ic le  i n  Defence, 
J u ne 1 980, p. 436 - "The Western nat ions c l a i m  that none of 
the ir  SSB Ns  ( nu c l ear- powered, nuc lear-armed strateg ic m issi le  sub
mar i nes)  have ever been d etected by Sov iet ASW fo rces wh i l e  on 
patrol" . 

The resu lt of a l l  t h i s  is that, s i nce the  USS R has o n l y  l i m ited ab i l 
ity to operate its su bmar i ne fo rces free ly  in the At lant ic, a nd 
s i nce its own ab i l ity to cou nter N ATO su bmar i nes is very weak, it 
is forced i nto a strategy of attack i ng the sho re- based fac i l it ies 
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wh ich support N A  TO ant i-su bmari ne operations - i.e. a l l a irfields 
des ignated for use by Long Range Marine Patrol Aircraft (K in loss, 
Machr iha n ish, Sto rnoway ) and the shore bases of hu nter-ki l ler sub

mari nes and anti -submarine ships ( Fas lane, Loch Ewe, Campbel

town Loch, etc. ) .  I n  other words, even though Stornoway may 
not be used much by such a i rc raft, N ATO' s superiority in Anti
Su bmar i ne Warfare l eads directly to Stor noway becom i ng a Sov iet 
target. I f  N ATO didn 't h ave such su perio r ity, there wou ld be less 
l ikelihood of the USS R attack i ng Stornoway !  

N ATO actua l l y app l i es the sam e  p h i l osophy i n  Centra l E u rope as 
the USS R  is  ex pected to in the N orth Atl a ntic - faced with con
siderable su per io r ity of Warsaw Pact str ike aircraft in Centra l E u r
ope, N ATO's strategy is not to concent rate on shoot ing them a l l  
down a s  they come ac ross t h e  bord er, but t o  lau nc h waves of a i r  
stri kes aga i nst a i rf ie lds  and other su pport fac i l it i es wel l beh i nd the 
front l i ne, so that the Warsaw Pact a i r  offensive ca n not be a sus
tained one. I n  the case of Stornoway, the USS R wou ld be l ikely 
to act very qu ick ly  - if a " l im ited." war broke out, the USS R 
wou l d  wa nt to p reserve its ab i l ity to launch a strateg ic m issi le  
attac k o n  the USA, so it wou ld wa nt to red uce N ATO's ab i l ity to 
detect and track Sov i et SS B N ' S  as qu ick l y  as poss i b l e. S i nce they 
are outnumbered in a i rc raft, an a i r  str ike on Stornoway , K i n loss 
etc. by Backfi res wou ld be unlikely to succeeJ, and anyway wou ld 
be too s low, a nd m ight lack accu racy.  So the l i k e l i hood would be 
a str ike with m iss i l es - most l i ke ly a on e-megaton warhead carried 
o n  an SS-4, SS- 5  or SS-20 m iss i l e. 

I n  oth er wo rds i n  terms of U K  d efence Stornoway is overdefence. 
So of cou rse is  the Cru ise m iss i l e deployment and the u lt imate l u n· 
acy T R I D E N T. A l l  three a re pa rt of an appa l l i ng m isuse of re
sou rces fu rther erod i ng an economy b led d ry by spend i ng on arm
a ments. In 1 98 1 -82 the U K  government w i ll spend in excess of 
£12 .6 B i l l io n  on the m i l itary - p roportionately more tha n  any 
other E uropean government. 

American Plans for Europe 

N ow let us take a nother MoD c la im. Stornoway is essent ial for the 
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new breed of modern a i rcraft. That is t h e  Tornado. A new l a rger 
ru nway i s  necessary p l us a back- u p  ru nway, pa rk i ng pads, har
d ened a i rcraft sh e l ters, new e l ectro n ics and so o n .  Perm it m e  to 
q u ote fro m  an a rt ic l e by G ro u p  Capt a i n  R . A .  M aso n , D i rector of 
Defence Stu d i es at t h e  R A F  Staff Co l l ege B rack ne l l . He speaks with 
great pride of the wo nd erfu l d eat h m achi ne t h e  To rnado i s, b u t  
cruc ia l l y fo r Stornoway he says, " T h e  f i na l  advantage is i ts ab i l i ty 
to operate with a fu I I  weapo n a nd fue l  l oad from l ess than 1 ,000 
ya rds  of conc rete. " Stor nowa y' s p resent ru nway is in excess o f  
2, 000 yards.  

N ow l et m e  look at the rea l need for Sto rnowa y ' s u pgrad i ng . H ere 
I enter the Eu ropea n theatre. 

l\J i l s  O rv i k, P rofessor of Po l itica l Stu d i es at Queens U n ivers ity, 
K i ngston , Ca nada propou nded the idea that a new N ATO base b e  
esta b l ished i n  t h e  NW U K  i n  the  N ATO rev i ew of A p r i l  1 980. In
deed the plan ex isted fo r some t i me before th at in the m i l ita ry 
m i nd .  There a re two theo r i es attac h ed  to the n eed for the N ATO 
bac:e at Stor noway in the E u ropean co ntext. 

It is  essent i a l  as a fal l -back base shou ld the  I c e l a nders k ic k t h e  
Amer icans o u t  o f  K efl av i k. There i s  a n  ever p resent fea r o f  suc h  a 
happ en i ng a nd perhaps O l afu r wi l l  have so meth i ng to say o n  the 
su bj ect. And we k now that t he US N avy cons id e rs Stor noway a 
su itab l e  base even n ow for the  P3C Orion su b m a r i ne surve i l l ance 
a i rc raft p resent l y u s i ng Kef l av i k .  

However, th e second t h eo ry is m u c h  m o re cred i b l e  to K N O .  T h i s  
i s  that Stornoway i s  be i ng u pgrad ed t o  copa with the h u ge U S A F  
tra nsport a i rcraft that w i l  I be needed to tra nsfer rei n forcements to 
E u rope i n  t h e  event of Amer ica' s " l i m ited N uc l ear war" , and for 
rep l e n i sh i ng over 1 , 500 US combat a i rc raft cross i ng t h e  At l a nt ic 
to rei nforce E u rope. 

This  t i es i n, of cou rse, w it h  th e d ep loym e nt of Cru ise m iss i l es in 
Eu rope, with the  su bsta nt i a l  preposit i o n i ng of su pp l ies and a rm
am e nts in E u rop e and with the American i ns i stence on E u ropea n  
governm ents i nc reas ing t h e  N ATO I nf rastructu re p rogra m m e f i n-
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ance for the year by £3. 2  B i l l ion.  

Th is  last f ina nc ia l  programme has real s ignificance for Stornoway 
because £38. 5  m i l l ion  of the £40 m i l l ion to be spent at Stornoway 
is to come f ro m  the  I nfrastructu re fu nd. At the moment N ATO i s  
fu nd i ng o n l y h ig h  pr ior ity works for " u se by a l l  N ATO forces", 
and in ord er to ensu re that these go ahead the US i s  i nc reasi ng its 
27.4  per cent cont r ibutions for p rojects l i ke Stornoway to one 
t h i rd .  

I n  other words the development at Stornoway i s  largely Am er ica n 
fu nd ed . I nd eed Co ngress d i r ected the US Defence D epartment to 
use infrastructure p rogrammes " to the max imum end" to fund 
US const ruct ion req u i rements i n  E u rope. 

A fu rther i nterest ing po int about Sto rnoway i s  that contro l  there 
l ies in the h a nds of SAC LANT (Sup reme A l l i ed  Command er At lan
tic)  rather than SAC E U R  (Supreme Al l ied Com mander E u rope) . 
SAC LANT h as, as the nam e  suggests, responsib i l ity for the protec
t ion of sea a nd a i r  routes for reinforcements com i ng from Am er ica. 
I n  cont rast , R A F  f ighters wh ich d efend the B r it ish m a i n l a nd are 
contro l l ed  by SAC E UR,  not SAC LANT.  

As  N ATO has  comm itted itse l f  t o  the strategy of  f l ex ib l e  respo nse, 
i . e. a Eu ropean war- fighti ng strategy, the USA has rea l ised i ncreas
i ng ly that, with the speed at wh ich a ny Eu ropean conf l ict wou ld 
escalate, and with inc reas ing econom ic prob l ems l ead i ng to i na b i l 
ity of most E u ropean  members io com m it more resou rces to 
defence, the US wou ld have to send enormous rei nfo rcements 
with i n  a few days. Th is  has mea nt an i nc reas i ng em phas is on : 

( 1 ) Preposit ion ing of su pp l ies and equ ipment in E u rope, part ic
u l ar ly weapons - to save transport ing them from the USA 
i n  a h u rry. Cu rrent preposit ioned stoc ks a re reckoned to 
save 800 f l ights from the USA by C- 1 4 1  Star I i fter tra nsports. 

(2 )  Ai r rei nforcement rather than sea reinforcement. T h is means 
not on ly  the ent ire resources of the USAF M il itary Aircraft 

Command, but also the requ isitioning of virtua l ly a l l  avai lable 
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wide- bod i ed a i r l i n ers i n  the USA. 

T h e  a i r  re i nfo rcement i s  p l a n ned to i nvo lve wel l  over a m i l l io n  m e n  
( i nc l u d i ng o ne ent i re US Army Co rps) and i n  add i t i o n, at l east 6 0  
sq u ad rons of US tact ica l  combat a i rc raft - i . e. arou nd 1 , 500 a i r
craft ( Pha nto m s, A- 1 0s, F - 1 1 1 s, F- 1 5s, F- 1 6s, A- 7 s ) .  The a n nu a l  
' R efo rg er' ( R Etu rn  o f  F O Rces t o  G E Rm a n y )  exerc i ses are  d e

s igned to ex erc ise a nd d emonstrate the USA's  ab i l ity to r e i nforce 
E u ro pe;  and the 'Coro n et' a nd ' C rested Cap' exerc ises, wh ich are 
carr ied out  t h rou ghout the yea r, w i t h  dep l o y me nts of tact ica l com
bat a i rc ra ft f ro m  t h e  USA to E u rope fo r severa l weeks at  a t ime. 
Dep loyments of B-52 bombers to the U K  reco m menc ed i n  1 9 79 
after a gap of about 1 5  yea rs. With  t h i s  vast nu mber of a i rcraft 
cross ing  the  At lantic, f i rst of a l l  to p ractise f ight i ng a wa r i n  E u r
ope, a n d  u l t i mate l y  to actua l l y f ight  one, there can be no d o u bt 
that all a i rf ie lds  i n  t h e  U K  with the r ight fac i l i t i es wi l l  be u sed . 
Sto rnoway is i n  the p ri m e  posit i o n  to support t h ese d e p l o y m ents, 
as it was d u r i ng Wor ld  War 2. 

It i s  c l ear  th erefo re that Stor noway is part of the g reat N ATO p l a n  
t o  f ight  i t s  nuc l ea r  w a r  i n  E u rope. I t  i s  fu rthe r  ev idence of t h e  
overd efence a nd overk i l l  s ituat i o n  that ex ists i n  the  wo r l d  tod ay. 
It is  fu rt h er ev id ence of the esca l at ion of a rm a m ents p roduct i o n  
a n d  wa r p reparatio ns. 

Of cou rse the most h e i no u s  cr ime of a l l  i s  t h e  stead y,  nay i n
c reas i ng,  d ep loym ent of nuc l ea r  weapons both strateg ic a nd 
theatre. The i d ea of a N u c l ea r- F ree Zone i n  E u rope i s  o n e wh ich 
KNO espou ses and K N O  co ngratu l ates t h e  i n i t iat ive of  E N D  i n  
ca l l i ng fo r such a z o ne with  v igo u r  a nd i nc reas i n g  effect iv eness. 

Th ese campa igns m u st be concerted a nd susta i ned . N ever  l et a n y  
h u rd l e  d issu ad e y o u  i n  you r search f o r  peace. Pu rsu e a n y  l ega l av
enue that wi l l  adva nce the movem ent o n e  step. K N O  h as shown 
that by v i gorous and d eterm i ned resi sta nce d el a y  can be ac h i eved 
and t i m e  1:,ou g ht is u sefu I .  

K N O  has fought from strength.  I t  i s  wel l - i nformed a nd h a s  stro ng 
loca l su pport.  But I have t ravel l ed afa r i n  gat her i ng support.  With  
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the h e l p  of CN D and E N D  I ,  a nd others, marched across E u rope 
last su mmer to Paris. On our way we spoke to groups of U K  peace 
l ov i ng peo p l e. I was struck forc i b l y  by the strong bond that peace 
seek i ng br ings a nd the fr i end l i n ess it creates. And i n  Par is  the 
fee l ing was of happy, d eterm i n ed people. 

George La nsbery; 20th century soc i a l ist a nd pac i fist, wrote in h is  
wi l l : -

" I  a m  a convi nced internationalist a nd like to feel I am just a 
t iny pa rt of u n iversa l l i fe wh ich will one day b rea k down a l l  
d iv is ions and make man k i nd o n e  great eternal  u n it both i n  
l i fe a nd d eath . "  

I fee l as he; the E u ropea n  Peace Movement grows East and West. 
Let u s  c l eave a zone of peace between war- m ongers that w i l l  grow 
i n  fr iendsh i p .  

Remember peace i s  not a day' s com m itment, not a week' s n o r  a 
year' s but a l i fet i m e' s. O n e  of ou r  tasks w ith i n that com m itm ent 
must be to fight the growi ng m i l ita r i sat ion of the N orth Atl a nt ic 
as part of N ATO's plans to tu rn B rita i n  i nto a g iant a i rstr ip  from 
wh ic h to lau nch its ' f l ex i b l e' nuc l ea r  war. 
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CON C LUS I O N : 
T H E  P R OSP E CTS F O R A N U C L E A R - F R E E  N O R T H  AT LA N T I C  

Both Olaf u r  Gr imsson and Angus McCormack h ave spo ken about 
the importance o f  the i r  countries for N ATO in  the N o rth Atlant ic .  
It  is apparent that th is ocean has been defined by both super
powers as a territory to be fought over. The fact th at the ter r itory 
is water is not so important for superpowers' ex pansio n ist po l ic ies. 
We in the peace movements of E urope a re onl y  now co m i ng to 
recogn ise that the dangers of nuclear confl ict exist over  sea or 
land : weapons do not recognise coast-lines nor enc-of-confl ict 
zones. Such demarcation is  up to pressure from peace groups. 

The d ifficulties of peace movement inf luence on sea areas are im
mense, but even the most sophisticated of weapons req uire sho re 
fac ilities. Without the developments in I celand, at Stornoway and 
elsewhere around the No rth Atlantic, there would be no poss ib il i ty 
of these waters serv ing as a dep l oyment area for nuclear weapons 
on a massive sca l e. Successfu l opposit ion to nuclear bases ashore 
is therefore a v ital fi rst step i n  reducing the nuc l ear threat in the 
North At l antic . 

The p rospects for peace are also g reatly improved by the long 
tradition of independent foreign pol icy in the N ord ic countries. 
Norway and Denmark have successfu lly mainta ined a non-nucl ear 
sta nce desp ite remain ing i n  N ATO , and notwithstand i ng the pre
sence of Amer ican nuclear-capable a ircraft at K ef l av i k, t h e  l ce i an
ders have rejected the storage of nuclear weapo ns in peacet i me. 
Moreover, i n i t iat ives for a l\l ord ic nuc lear weapon- free z o ne from 
Sweden, F i n l and, Norway, and , it must be sa id,  the Sov i et U n i o n  
over  t h e  past two decades, place the cou ntr ies bord er i ng t h e  North 
At l ant ic i n  a prom i nent pos i tion i n  the q u est for a E u ro pean nuc
lear-free zone. 

The rapid  ex pansio n into the N orth Atlantic of the means to wage 
nuc l ear war makes it v i tal that the positive aspects of Nord ic 
fore ign po l icy, and the su ccesses of the peace movement in north 
west E u rope, be bu i l t  on, and extend ed to encompass· t h e  North 
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At l a ntic Ocean itself. 
As the peace movement i n  conti nental Eu rope gathers strength i n  
opposi ng the d ep l oyment o f  Cru ise, Persh i ng  1 1 , SS-20, T rid ent a nd 
the neutron bomb, it is imperat ive that the su perpowers shou l d  
not b e  a l l owed t o  sh i ft the i r  wa r p l ans to t h e  North Atlantic.  I t  i s  
fo r th is  reaso n that G l asgow E N D  cal l s  on al l North At l a nt ic cou n· 
tr ies to su pport its Co n ference for a N ucl ear- F ree N o rth At lantic 
in Apri l  1 983. The objective is  to d raw together peace g rou ps 
from al l N o rt h ern cou ntr ies, to exchange i nformat ion o n  the nuc
l ear  m i l itar isation of the reg i o n, and to co- ord i nate act iv it i es op
pos i ng i t  th roughout N o rthern E u rope. 
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