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MEMORANDUM 1267 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

..,SECRET/ SENSITIVE XGDS (3) 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

ACTION 

February 28, 1975 

SECRETARY KISSINGER 

W. R. SMYSER 'N f<h f &e'JV 
DAVID D. ELLIOTT Dv~ /draY ...... 
Development of U. S. Po lie y Toward 

South Korean Developmen. ·, of Nuclear 

Weapons ' 

At Tab A is a draft State cable to Embassy Seoul informing the Embassy 

of the approach we are using to formulate a policy toward South Korea's 

development of the nuclear capability. The cable also responds to 

Ambassador Sneider's recommendations on this question (Tab B); we 

are in essential agreement with Sneider. 

Specifically, the draft State cable: · 

--Agrees that the ROK has entered the initial stage of nuclear 

weapons development. 

-- Affirms that ROK continuation on this course would have a 

decidedly stabilizing effect in Northeast Asia. 

--Defines our basic objective as (1) to discourage and (2) to inhibit 

the ROK effort to develop a nuclear explosive capability or delivery 

system. 

-- Stresses the need to develop our policy toward Korea on this 

issue within the multilateral framework which we are using for global 

policy on the nonproliferation of nuclear weapons. 

-- States that, in consonance with this multilateral approach, we 

are at present considering the following courses toward the ROK: 

• Inhibit ROK access to sensitive technology and equipment both 

through unilateral U.S. action and through the development of common 

supplier nation policies. 

.SEGR:S'F-/ SENSITIVE XGDS (3) 

DECLASSiFiED w/ portions exempted 
E.O. 12958 (as amended) SEC 3.3 
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SECRET/SENSITIVE 2 

• Press the ROKto ratify the NPT. (The ROK has told us 

recently that it intends to proceed to ratify the NPT in the near future. ) 

• 
our information on 

crease 

e current state of ROK technical development in 

this area. 

We have no objection to the draft State cable. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That you approve the draft State cable to Embassy Seoul at Ta~ A. 

APPROVE ____ _ DISAPPROVE -----

SEGRE'f'/ SENSITIVE 

,. 
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PROJECTi~O CONTRACT, FOLLO\~!NG HJKL!NGS OF U.S. CONCERt\, MNO 
V!C:;: M !Nl!:licR CHOI KWt..NG SOO ALSO RcCC::N'T't..Y TOLD i:Mf10Fi-" TH.\T ~NO 
H~S NOl Y~T OECIDEb UPON ITS M!SS!LE DEVELOPMENT P~OGRAMS 1 
ALTHpUGH G!VING ~un GO•AHS~O UN PHDPELLENAT.PLANT •. 

S, ~ONCt..US!CNS AND RE~OMHENpAT%CNSt EMBASSV.LACKS SUF?IC!ENT 
EX?ERTJSE TO PROVIDE Cl~A~LY CEfiNfTE JUDGMENT REGAHDING HOK 
~~CLEAR WE~PONS PROGR~H. BUT, FRDH .. ~VlDENCE . AVA!LA6~E To US, 
WE CO!'lCL;UOE .lHAi Dgc!~rON HAS PROJL~9.1.Ltt~G:N M_;.,Q_~_J_CLJ.l.. _ ~:-:t;J:I __ 
!NITI~L STAG~S OF NUCLE~R ~EAPONS QEVELOPMENT PROGRAH, HO~EYE~, 
!T ·! S S T X L.L !·N RUO! M ENi AI~ Y !>TA .. G _ E _ ANU- -- C~\ - c'Xf~G ' A- - · ~iiJt-iG . Sr:t . Of . CH: i: C ~t. 
ITEMS SUCH AS . FWEL RE-PROCESSING AND ~t..UTONIUM. MISSILE OEVELCP~ 
~~:;NT I S E V c N L E ~ S AD V Ar~ C E \J 1\ ~~ D AT P ~ E::; C: NT T l tH:: A P? t:: A i< S i 0 8 E 
GE~R~D VERY LARGELY TO SUPPORT OF WEAPO~~ SYSTEMS ~LR~AOY 
AVAI~ABLE IN HCK INVENTORY. 

10. WE EMPHASIZE, THESE ~RE _PRELIMINARY JUD~EMENTS AND ~E 
N t: E D A S S E S S 11 EN T 0 F A N Y R 0 I< 
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ll, FURTHER IMMEDIATE ACTIONS ARE RfCO~MENDED FOR W~S~IN~TON 
CONSIDERA.T!CN; 
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