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MEMORANDUM ’ 1267
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

SESRET/SENSITIVE  XGDS (3) ACTION

February 28, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: SECRETARY KISSINGER
‘ 2y A

FROM: W. R. SMYSER f.-‘\?/\’/&/d?f'"w/

DAVID D. ELLIOTT
| A

SUBJECT: Development of U. S. Polifé:y Toward
South Korean Developmen.:of Nuclear
Weapons' '

At Tab A is a draft State cable to Embassy Seoul informing the Embassy
of the approach we are using to formulate a policy toward South Korea's
development of the nuclear capability. The cable also responds to
Ambassador Sneider's recommendations on this question (Tab B); we
are in essential agreement with Sneider.

Specifically, the draft State cable:"

-- Agrees that the ROK has entered the initial stage of nuclear
weapons development. : R

-- Affirms that ROK continuation oﬁ this course would have a-
decidedly stabilizing effect in Northeast Asia.

-- Defines our basic objective as (1) to discourage and (2) to inhibit
the ROK effort to develop a nuclear explosive capability or delivery
system.,

-- Stresses the need to develop our policy toward Korea on this
issue within the multilateral framework which we are using for global
policy on the nonproliferation of nuclear weapons.

-- States that, in consonance with this multilateral approach, we
are at present considering the following courses toward the ROK:

e Inhibit ROK access to sensitive technology and equipment both
through unilateral U. S. action and through the development of commeon

supplier nation policies.
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e Press the ROK to ratify the NPT. (The ROK has told us
recently that it intends to proceed to ratify the NPT in the near future.)

our information on the current state of ROK technical development in

this area.

We have no objection to the draft State cable.

RECOMMENDA TION:

That you approve the draft State cable to Embassy Seoul at Taé A,

b
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.'CONCLUSIONR AMND RFEO”HHMDAT*Ust EMBASSY .LACKS SUFFICI E 24
EXPERTISE TO PROVIDE CLrAPLV CEFINITE JUOGHLNT REGARDING ROK
" NUCLE AR w“JOhs PROGRAM, BUT, FRQM.EVIDENCTE AVAILABLE TO US,
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“. ITEMS SUCH AS FUEL RE~-PRGCESSING AND FLUYOMIUM, MISSILE CEVELCPe
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10, WE EMPHASIZE, THESE ARE F‘Rr.l.IMIN RY JUDGEMENTS AND WE
.. BELIEVE THAT AS FIRST STEP WE NEED ASSESSMENT OF ANY ROK
;O PROGRAM -BY QUALIFIFD TECHNICAL EYPEATS.[

‘4, FURTHER IMMEDIATE ACTIONS ARE RECUMMENDED FOR WASHINGTON
'CONSIDERATION: | e |
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