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SITUATIONY NODIS QLD
SUBJECT CATAGODRYS QUT

MESSAGE / ANNOTATIONY

MESSAGE
IMMEDIATE
D 12222B7 JUN 79 ZFFé
FM SECSTATE WASHDC

T0 AMEMBASSY SEQOUL IMMEDIATE 6092
S ECRET STATE 151247
NOD1S [DOS.REVIEWED 14-Jun-2007; DECLASS

CHERDKEE
E.0, 12065 RDSe3, 6/8/99 (HOLBRODKEs RICHARD]

TAGSt PEPR, KS, KNy US

SUBJECT1 KOREA TRILATERAL==RESPONSE TD FOREIGN MINISTRY
DIALOGUE

REFST (A) SEDUL 83350, (B} SEOUL 8363
1« (S5) = ENTIRE TEXT,

2: CONSULTATIONS REPORTED IN REPTELS HAVE BEEN MOST
HELPFULs AND WE ARE PLEASED AT THE CONSTRUCTIVE AND
THOUGHTFUL APPRDACH OBVIODUSLY BEING TAKEN BY RDKG ON THLS
MATTER, AMBASSADOR IS AUTHORIZED TO CONVEY FOLLOWING
ADDITIONAL POINTS IN RESPONSE TD QUESTIONS FOREIGN MINJSTER
AND ASSISTANT MINISTER HAVE RAISED,

3, WE PULLY AGREE THAT DRAMATIC NEW INITIATIVES MUST BE
MADE UNDER CONDITIONS WHICH WILL ENCOURAGE A FAVURABLE
RESULT, JOINT ANNDUNCEMENT OF A PROPOSAL BY THE TWD
PRESJDENTS WOULD CLEARLY SYMBOLIZE THE ROKwUS COBPERAT]ON
ON THIS ISSUE, AND PRESENT PYONGYANG WITH A PROPUSAL WHICH
SHOWS THAT WE CANNOT BE DIVISIVELY MANIPULATED,

4o FPFOLLOWING REPLIES ARE KEYED TD QUESTIONS f{N PARA 3 OF

REF B,
kEagakk WHSR COMMENTS Mok
AAR)GA,DEN, VP, PLATT
PSN104383) DTGil22228 TORT1641139
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Ay AS AMBASSADOR AND CHARGE HAVE MADE CLEAR, WE BELIEVE
A PROPOSAL USERULLY CAN BE MADE FOR A HIGHeLEVEL TRlw
LATERAL MEETING, NOT MECESSARILY AT A SUMMIT,

Bs YES., USG FEELS CONFIDENT IN OUR SECURITY CDOPERATION
WITH THE ROKG AND THE BAS]S WHICH THIS PROVIDES EOR
DISCUSSING JOINT DIPLOMATIC EFFORTS, WE UNDERSTAND THE
IMPORTANCE OF FIRMLY MAINTAINING SECURITY ON THE ONE HWAND
WHILE ON THE DTHER SEEKING TDGETHER TO TEST NORTH KOREAN
WILLINGNESS TD REDUCE TENSIONS, THESE TWD HALVE; TOGETHER
MAKE UP A DYNAMIC ROKsUS STRATEGY» AND ONE IS NOT A
REPLACEMENT BOR THE OTHER,

Co TRYING TOD CAREFULLY TO DEFINE TRIPARTITE TALKS AT
THIS STAGE DOES NOT APPEAR TO BE PRODUCTIVE, THE USG
APPROACHES SUCH TALKS FROM THE STANDPOINT THATI (I) WE
ARE INVOLVED BECAUSE WE HAVE MILITARY FORCES ON THE
PENINSULA AND WE ARE A SIGNATORY OF THE ARMISTICE] (21 WE
ARE THE ALLY OF THE ROK3 AND (3) BASJC DEBCISIONS CAN ONLY
BgR:EACHED THROUGH AGREEMENT DOF BOTH NORTH AND SDUTH

K ’ . .

IN A TRILATERAL MEETING WE EXPECT THAT US AND ROK _WOULD
COLLABORATE CLOSELY, AND THAT ROK WOULD TAKE THE LEAD IN
FORMULATING SUBSTANTIVE POSITIONS, WE WILL NOT ENTER
INTO BILATERAL DISCUSSIONS WITH NORTH. KOREA WITHOUT ROK
AGREEMENT, WE HAVE CONFIRMED THIS ON NUMEROUS OGCASIONS,

C. _MOST IMPORTANT ASPECT OF ANY AGENDA IN OUR VJEW 18
THAT IT BE OPEN BOR DISCUSSION DF ANY SUBJECT PROPOSED
BY EJTHER SIDE, THI§ 1S CONSISTENT WITH CURRENT ROKG
PROPOSALS, HOPEPULLY; A CONFERENCE COULD MOVE PROMPTLY
‘TOWARD SOME EARNEST BY EACH SIDE OF TS DETERMINATION

TO REDUCE TENSIONS, MORE SPECIFJC ISSUES CAN BE WORKED
QUT IN CLOSE COLLABORATION BETWEEN ROK AND U§ LATER,

BUT DUR THINKING 1S SIMILAR TO ROKG PROPOSALS FOR.
MEASURES SUCH AS NORTHwSOUTH TRADE AND GONTACY, A§ WECL _
SOME MEASURES TO REDUCE MILITARY ngusggg; A FUNDAMENTAL
EARLY ACHIEVEMENT OF ANY TRILATERAL MEETING SHOUWD BE
CLEAR ESTABLISHMENT DF EQUALITY OF NORTH KOREAN DEALINGS
WITH THE ROK, AND ULTIMATELY THE DEVELOPMENT OF ONGOING
MECHANISMS POR CONTACT AND DJALOGUE,

Es, WE DO FAVOR A CLEAR PROPOSAL BEJNG ANNDUNCED AT THE
SUMMIT,
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Fs WE HAVE NDT  PUT THIS PROPOSAL TO THE PRC,
ALTHOUGH AT SOME JUNCTURE IT WILL BE USEFUL T0 DO SO,

AS 1S BEFITYING BETWEEN ALLIES ON A MATTER DF PR]MARY
CONCERN TD THE ROKGs WE HAVE RAISED THIS SUBJECT PIRST

WITH PRESIDENY PARK, SUBSEQUENTLY, WE HAVE ON A VERY
PRIVATE BASI!S INPORMED OHIRA THAY ROK AND USG ARE DISe -
CUSSING WHETHER WE MJGHT MAKE SOME KIND QF PROPDSAL DURING
THE SUMMIT, WE ARE NOT SOLICITING JAPANESE VIEWS OR
CARRYING ON ANY DISCUSSION OF THE MATTER WITH THEM,

G, (PARA 4; REF B) WE AGREE THAT NORTH KOREA HAS
APPEARED TO CONTINUE TO PRESS POR DPRK=US BILATERAL
MEETINGS, WE DO NOT HAVE ANY REAL EVIDENCE THAT PYONGYANG
WOULD AGREE TO A MEETING SUCH AS WE ARE DISCUSSING, BUT

IT 1S IMPORTANT THAT THE ROK AND US SEIZE THE INJTIATIVE
AND PROBE THE NORTH KOREAN POSITION, THE COMBINATION OF
CHANGES IN NDRTH KOREA'S EXTERNAL ENVIRONMENT; ROK GROWTH;
US SUPPORY FOR ROK SECURITY AND NORTH KOREAN ECONOMIC
DIFFICULTIES MUST COLLECTIVELY BE PLACING INCREASING
PRESSURE ON KIM JL=SUNG TO CHANGE NORTH KOREAN POLICIES),
DIPLOMATIC EFPORTS WHICH ARE CLOSELY COORDINATED BETWEEN
THE ROK AND US TO DASH PYONGYANG!S HDPS OF MANIPULATION
CAN INCREASE THE PRESSURE FOR THE NECESSARY CHANGE IN
;ggcguavn's POLICY OB REJECTING COEXISTENCE,

BT
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