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Summary:

Robert Murphy and Allen Dulles agree that Radio Free Europe and the Voice of America
should treat the March 15 anniversary of Hungarian Independence Day with caution.
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SUBJECT : Mareh 15 Hungerisn Independence Day

1. March 15 is Hungarian Independence Day the anniversary
of the famous poem of Sandor Petoefi written in 1848 when the
Hungerians under Kossuth won independence from Austria. The
Kadar regime is taking extrgordinary meassures to ensure that
no major uprising takes place in Hungary on this dete. It is
rumored thet 12,000 snti-regime youths may be arrested for a
period of e month to curtail poseible unrest. We do not
anticipete that there will: Dbe snother revolution in Hungary
starting on March 15. There wll) be large demonstrations
permitted by the regime and it is possible thet some of these

‘may get out of hend and that there may be some shooting end

loss of life.

2. Our guidence from the Department of State calls for
extreme care by all medie directed to Hungary. We are asked
to play down Merch 15 saying nothing which wruld in sny way
give the impression that the West may directly or indirectly
give support to armed uprising. On the other hand our media
should not appear to give advice asking the people to avold
bloodshed or suggeating that they not engage in gnti-regime

ngtrations. f 7 "

Poles have very little to lose.
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k, Bince we are ssked to play down this event in media
directed at Hungary it is importsnt that such medis observe
considerable caution in reporting the activities outlined above
which may occwr in the free world. This is & Aifficult balance
to strike becsuse it is important for the peocpls of Bungary to
now that they are not forgotten snd that the eyes of the world
continue to be focused on them. Therefore, it is recommended
thet media play the story of Ires world activities on Merch 15
a8 straight news without emotion snd without inference that these

" demonstrstions and other sctivities imply sny possibility of
outeide assistence for the Hungarisn people.
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