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MENORANDUM FOR THE RECGRD
SUBJECT: Cbservations on RadLid Russian Programs

Hote: For this study of RadLib's Russian programs, 30 complete /
daily programs for the period extending from the end of
last Ootober through the beginning of January vere
revieved in soript form, and tapes of a half-dogen
broadsasts were audited. Thus, the sample of the
Jrinted soripts can probadbly be considered fairly
representative for the period covered, while the
nuasber of audited broadcasts is obviously too low for
confidence in the dagree to which they are s valid
reflection of production techunigquas.

1. Pirst of all, it is becessary to point to a disturbing

ambivalence of approach charscterising, in the main, programs on
Soviet domsstic themes, on the one hand, and the remaining output,
on the other. Yor broadeasts on Scviet tapics, the aim seoms to be
to encourage a total and msssive overthrowv of the Boviet system through
the systematic denigration of the bases and institutions of that
system. In contrast, most other brosdessts apparently are inspired
by the attempt to encowrags and sustain the forves for change in the
S8oviet Union by disseminating information and viewvs which will stimulate
indspendent thought about and raise dissatisfaction vith official

) Sovist polieiss and which vill project desirable alternatives to the
8oviet system. It 1s odvicus that even if the first strategie and
tactical line vere not a violaticn of goed | ___ sense and of
offieial information policy, the implementation of two such divergent
limes vould, st best, confuse the sudience and jeopardizve the Radio’s

integrity among its listeners.

~ 2, Ithubnntmndthatnhrgaaﬁnborotthnymumhum
-7 with 3oviet internal matters were Trequently ironic, contemptuous,
didactic, hortatory, desunciatory, and, on oecasion, little short of
provoeative. Many seemed to proscesd from a personal animus, vith
ridieule and propagandistio cliches substituting for any attempt at
sober and serious discussion. This vas found to be trus not anly of
such regular featurs programs as "Land to the Peasant,” "a Priendly Chat"

(for servicemen)
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(for servicemen) and "Variety Show” (dramstis programs on domestic
themes ), but also of ths bulk of special festures dealing vwith a
variety of domestic developments as thay occcur or take on topical
interest.

3. On the other band, programs concerned vith events and
phenceenas cutsids the Soviet scens were, in the main, treated in a
scder, cala and dispessicnate manner, cbviously intended to instrust
through subtle precspt and the force of ressenable analysis. This
category includes programs dsvoted to dsvelopments in non-Soviet
communist-ruled countries.

4. Tvo outstanding exceptiocns te the dulk of programs on
Soviet domestic themes are the veekly features "From the Realm of
Thought" and Prof. Denioke's talk. "From the Realm of Thought, *
written and drosdcast by the Russian writer V1. Weidle, conecerns
1tself vith problems of idevlogy, probing the vulnerabilities of basic
Narxist-leninist theory in light of the current ideological ferment
through earnest, stimuleting, echglarly discussion. Demicke's
analyses of a vide spectrum of topids of domestic Soviet concern
are also characteriszed by sobriety of approseh, sharp insight and
breadth of knowledge.

5. It seems clear that if the observations made above on programs
concerned vith domestic Soviet events are valid, nothing will de
gained by going into grester detail sbout this eategory of broadcasts:
the basic spproach is wrong and must be changsd before s consideration
of speeific sspeats of these programs is meaningful. As for the remain-
ing cutput, the following pay be said:

8, Nevs C and Analysis -- ea the vhole, programs
Love:dew vy s ocamentary and analysis do & good
- Job of providing the listener with a representative selection
of news of important internaticnal developments, with the basic
material necessary for an informsd Judgment, and with a variety
of legitimate peints of viev on the news. Commentary and analysis
are usually sober and restrained in content amd presentation.
The program devoted to comments in the world press cn neva develop-
mats 1s often a most effective vay of bamdling direct refutations
of the afficial Boviet line. As can be expected, nevs prograns
do not maintain a consistently high level: sametines, too great
stress is placed on news of secondary importance for trans-
parently tendentious reasons; scmetimes, it is queationable
that the subjeet of a news commentary ean legitimately be

considered "nevs”
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considered "news" at all} at timas, the news anslyses are

too flagrantly uncbjective. It is probadly the existence of
these irregularitiss, rather than the amount of time sctually
spent on news programs in their various forms, that sometimes
make it seem that not encugh attention has deen paid te the news.

handlad in an astute manser, supplying listensrs with real
understanding of the curreat Communist ferment and of dsvistions
from Soviet theory and praatice in the direction of greater
flexibility in the economie, eultursl and political fields.
However, this entire category suffers from the shortooming

that not encugh attentiom is devoted to these gusstions, or st
lsast, that they are not handled in a sufficiently comprehensive
and systematic fashion. Thus, for example, coscerning Polish
developments, vhich were partisularly vell handled, there was
only ans regularly scheduled feature, "Reviev of the Polish Press”
-- certalnly too confining a eategory for a systsmatic treatmsnt
of events in Poland. JFor the rest, relisnce was plsced mainly

on sporsdic features, regular festures of a catch-all nature »

and material in nevs programs, vhisch seems a most unsatisfactory
vay of handling material of such importauce to the Boviet
auvdience.

x_:zn%u of %ﬁtc S8ocieties -- To a large extent, this
category progran sane strengths and veaknesses

as the oue listed adove. While a greater number of regular
features vas dsvoted to topics in this gensral category, they

vere still insdequate or did not permit s sufficiently comprebensive
and systematic coverage of the field, and there vas a greater
fluctustion in the quality of these programs. Demceratic
inatitutions snd thought are ia need of a mare profound, extensive
and systematic analysis, vith greater emphasis on their practical
snd spiritusl significance to the individual. '

6. As a final remark on the programming, it should be noted that
there is a tendsnsy towards too great a coneera with narrovly politicsl
matters. As a result, an entire day's output can be quite heavy and
monotonous snd give the impression of “propaganda” sven when individusl
programs are handled with circumspection.

7. It has been noted that too fev brosdcssts vers actually sudited

to permit confident generalisations about production techniques. However,
for what it is worth, the programs which were sudited contained no

surprises: the
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surprises: the broadeasters seemed to render most capably the
intent and spirit of the seripts, the on~the-sir broadcasts

It may be sdded that the technique of interviews with non-Russians,
vhich permit the listener to hear snatches of the queations and
auavers in the original language, vas not sp gmooth 48 1t might have
been, and that tramsitions from one program to snother vers sometimes
too abrupt, ss vas the cecasional case with the fade-cuts of music
introdueing one or another program.

8. The foregoing critioisms of Radlib's Russian programs are
oot original. They have been made repeatedly by one or ansther
mymber of the script-evaluation panels snd by various mesbers of the
Projset both in New York and Munich, although criticisms of veaknssses
of seripts on domestic Soviet matters may oot have been explicitly
g@oneralived in the way done here. muodrorncnluhth, varied
and nom-polemie programming, vith topies anslysed more systematically
and vith greater depth, has bdeen clearly recognized in the Project.
Discussions between New York and Munich ca propaganda poliey gquestions
and the final positions taken on the aims and methods of exploiting
varjous themes have been in full aceord with our thinking here.

"solutions™ for these shortaomings sesmed equally fusile. This ’
because ve felt that the stubborn porsistense of these shortcomings
must be attribusable to the existence of sensitive and complex prodlems
and that caly those vho had an intimate vorking knowledge of these
problems cculd devise meaningful expedients for evercoming them.

10. HNevertheless, we vere in the process of formmlating
recommendations which we hoped would be more than merely interesting,
but irrelevant, abstractions » vhen the new program schedule » daveloped
by the Project and introduced into the programsing last month, arrived.
(Se¢ attachment) We believe, along vith the Project, that this new
scheduls has every chance of redically improving the Radio's output.

1l. The nev schedule consists of a nusber of programming iunnovations »
the wost importent of whieh are four 15-minute veekly "Notebook"
festures -- dsvoted, in twrn, to the Afro-Asian area, to RBurope,

America (North and
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Americs (North and South), and East Rurope -- and a 20-minuts waekly
"Soviet Notedook" feature, In addition, five minutes each day will
he devoted to a report on some significant event in his area by »
correspondent from the UN, the U.8., Gersany, Paris, Rome, London
sod Vienns.

12. It is cbvious that the nev programs concernsd with life
and developments in the non-Communist world and in non-Soviet Communist
countries will greatly help to oversoms the previous lask of suffisient
naterial on these areas., JMore importantly, these topies vill be treated
nore systematically, and, it may be anticipated, with greater
profundity than before. It should alse be noted that thres of these
four Notebooks scntain e seetion devoted to the "Human Bide,” the
need for greater emphasis oo vhich has been noted sdove.

13. The setiing up of a twenty-minute program on the Boviet
Union should go a long way tovards correcting thes sbuses on Soviet
topics noted sbove. PFor, altbough the Saviet Notadbook is divided
into four parts, it will naturslly be considered a unit, vith a
consistent dasic approach demanded of all its constituent parte and
with deviations from this basie approach mush more casily detectadle
than is the case vith a great number of individual and isolsted programs.
Inconsistencies dDetween Soviet and other material will also be greatly
mgnifisd by easy comparison betvesa the Soviet and the other Hote-
books. If the Soviet Notebook should take on the character expgeted
of it, it should exert a bealthy influence oa progrems on the BSoviet
Union outside its purviev by acting as a most conspicucus standard
for the others to follow. And, if it should be considered desiradble
to pursue & cruder line in coe or another special Soviet feature
progran, at lsast the dbalance vill be heavily weighted in favor of
the more sophisticated approach.

1k, OF vital importance to s considerstion of the nev prograns
is the very liksly eventuality that the new schedule will give the
Radio supervisocrs mush greater control than heretofore over the
content and pressntation of program waterisl. This may be inferred
from the fact that the bulk of materisl on most basic sudbjects and
topics will be reserved for the weekly Notebook programs and vill,
tharefore, require, or be susceptibls of, more advance prepavation
than hes praviocusly been possidle.

15. Lastly, the pev scheduls should be most attractive to
neubers of the Soviet audience, who will now know to a degree impossible
before Just when to tune in on programs of particular interest to them
and spyroximately wvhat to expect of them.
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