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FOR SECRETARY

MY NO. 396.

I THINK IT WOULD SUFFICE IF I WERE AUTHORISED TO TELL

THE STATE DEPARTMENT, BY WAY OF SUPPLEMENTAL COMMENT, .

THAT WHAT WAS CONVEYED TO BOWDLER, REPEATED'IN THE

PRIME MINISTER'S PUBLIC STATEMENT ON AUGUST 24 AND

AGAIN IN HIS LETTER TO THE PRESIDENT, WAS A FIRM DECLARATION
OF POLICY WHICH REMAINS UNCHANGED BUT THAT ONE HEAD OF
GOVERNMENT DOES NOT "PROMISE"™ SOMETHING TO ANOTHER HEAD

OF GOVERNMENT.
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ARY, CUR TELEPHONE CONVERSATION REFERS,

: FELL’”IH& IS STATEMEAT ISSUED BY THE STATE OE FPARTMERT ARISING 1H
* PARTICULAR OUT OF AN ARTICLE 1% TODAY”S WASHIXGTOY POST SATITLE
**RJ PLEDGE Ok A_ AEMS, VORSTER SAYS’® 2CPORTING ON YESTERDAY’S
TELEVISION INTERVICE.
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In reply to questions raised by the United States
“"!“IOI'G in regard to nuclear matters, the South African
"Vthlnnt reiterated its long-standing policy, which remains
Unchanged. This was confirmed in a letter from the Prime
Minister to the President, and in his TV interview of
October 23, Mr Vorster again repeated his Government's

policy of developing nuclear energy for peaceful uses
O‘lyo

Since this has always been South Africa's policy
which it has decided on independently for itself, the
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