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Summary:

H.M.S. Reid writes a draft letter to South African concerning the possibility that South
African would perform non-nuclear test explosions at the site in the Kalahari Desert.
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Mr Fergusson M%(_

Following our discussion, I attach a draft letter from
you to Mr Vile covering a draft telegram to Pretoria.

\Tbsw WA d

HM S Reid
Central & Southern African
Department

28 October 1977

cc: Sir A Duff
Mr Moberly
Mr Mansfield
ACDD
ESSD
PUSD
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Martin Vile Esq _
To:  ppivate Secretary to Sir J Hunt

SOUTH AFRICAN TEST EXPLOSIONS

From

Private Secre taxry
Telephone No, Ext.

Department

You told me that the Prime Minister had taken very

seriously the report that the South Africans might be

making next month one or more non-nuclear test explosions

at their site in the Kalahari Desert and wished to send a

warning to Mr Vorster which might take the form of a

personal message.

We have consulted Sir D Scott who is here on leave.

His report was based on an informal conversation with

Mr Brand Fourie, Secretary for External Affairs.

advises against a personal message from the Prime Minister

=)
@ Nr Vorster bypassing Mr Fourie because this might

@yerely damage Sir D Scott's relationship with Mr Fourle.

&/

= :
@nted through our Chargé d'Affaires in Pretoria,

erhayes with instructions for him to approach Mr Fourie.

Sir D Scott advises that the message should be
Mr David

RS I attach a draft telegram accordingly.

Sir B Seokn—
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Prime Minister considers that

2 You should ask Fourie to tell Vorster that the

it becomes knovwn that

explosions have taken place at the Kalshari site any

statement that the e_xplosions were non-nuclear would

be likely to be discounted not only in Africa but in
/the wayld
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Lo world at large end even in this couniry;and Kat";
(§¥s political consequences could be far-reaching
~=a.nd damaging. The Prime Minister therefore urges

| lir Vorster to consider all this carefully and not

to allow the explosions %o take place.
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