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Summary:

For years, U.S. intelligence agencies did not take seriously Muammar Gaddafi’s efforts to
develop a Libyan nuclear capability and this report provides early evidence of the
perspective that the Libyan program “did not know what it was doing.”  According to the
CIA, the program’s “serious deficiencies,” including “poor leadership” and lack of both
“coherent planning” and trained personnel made it “highly unlikely the Libyans will
achieve a nuclear weapons capability within the next 10 years.” The Libyan effort was in
such a “rudimentary stage” that they were trying to acquire any technology that would
be relevant to producing plutonium or enriched uranium.  
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