
Digital Archive
International History Declassified

digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org

July 1991
National Intelligence Estimate, NIE 5-91C,

'Prospects for Special Weapons Proliferation and
Control'

Citation:

"National Intelligence Estimate, NIE 5-91C, 'Prospects for Special Weapons Proliferation
and Control'", July 1991, Wilson Center Digital Archive, Obtained and contributed by
William Burr and included in NPIHP Research Update #11.
https://wilson-center.drivingcreative.com/document/116907

Summary:

With the term “weapons of mass destruction” having not yet fully come into general
usage, this NIE used the term “special weapons” to describe nuclear, biological, and
chemical weapons (formerly the term “special weapons” was sometimes used to
describe nuclear weapons only).   With numerous excisions, including the names of
some countries in the sections on “East Asia and the Pacific” and “Central America,” this
wide-ranging estimate provides broad-brushed, sometimes superficial, pictures of the
situations in numerous countries along with coverage of international controls to halt
sensitive technology exports to suspect countries.
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