Digital Archive

. . - digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org
International History Declassified

W Wilson
Center

February 23, 1973

Letters between Ahmet H. Ozbudun, C.V.
Narasimhan, and Robert Muller

Citation:

"Letters between Ahmet H. Ozbudun, C.V. Narasimhan, and Robert Muller", February 23,
1973, Wilson Center Digital Archive, "International incidents and disputes - Korea -
correspondence general (603.1)," Executive Office of the Secretary-General,
S-0196-0008-01, United Nations Archives and Records Management Section (UN ARMS),

New York, NY. Obtained for NKIDP by Charles Kraus.
https://wilson-center.drivingcreative.com/document/117578

Summary:

Ozbudun sends Narasimhan a report on ROK foreign policy and National Assembly
elections.

Credits:

This document was made possible with support from Kyungnam University
Original Language:
English

Contents:

Original Scan


digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org

ec: Mr. Narasimhan
Mr. Kutakov

23 February 1973

Dear Mr. Ozbudun,

I thank you for your letter and Summary of Developments
dated 16 February 1973. The information was quite interesting
and would heve been helpful in connexion with the Foreign

Minister's visit, but, ss you know, that visit was cancelled.

We just learned thet you were taoken to the hospital end

we are waiting for further news. We wish you all the best.

Warmly yours,

Robert Muller
Director

Mr. Ahmet H. Ozbudun
Prineipal Secretary
UHCURK
Seoul
Korea
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NATIONAL ASSENBLY ELECTIONS

he Committee of UNCURK has decided to conduct an observation of
tional Assembly Elections of 27 February in accordance with the
eion's mandate. In this connexion, it hes again received an
tion from the ROK Government, in line with the practice com—
ced in 1963, together with assurances for full cooperation and
istance.

We are deeply immersed in preparations for this undertaking
(third in three months), including the formation of six observation
teams and arrangement of their programme of activities. Prior
to the field trips (on 25 and 26 February), the Committee will
meet with the Chairman of the Central Election Management Committee
and leaders of the three political parties contesting the Elections.
We are also preparing documentation, including the translaticn of
the National Assembly Laws, which will be included in the obsery
files. I will transmit two sets of these as they become aveilab
for insertion in your files.

1

The ratio of contestation this time is 2.3 candidates per seat
— the lowest yet in ROK elections. The ratio had been 3.6 to 1 in
the 1971 National Agsembly Elections, Observers attribute the
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decreagse of candidates to several factors,including public apathy;

the much weakened role of the Assembly in the new State structure;
strict limitations on campaigning; non-participation of splinter
parties; decrease in the number of constituencies; and the require—
ment of 2 million Won deposits from party candidates and 3 million
from independents (to be lost if a candidate receives less than one—
third of ballots in his area). Some observers feel that the percentage
of voters might also drop considerahly despitie the Government's
efforts to achieve a high rate.

Many fear that if the National Assembly does not somehow
rekindle the traditional spirit of inter-parliamentary opposition,
and rather is confined to a role of rubber-stamping, the future of
relaiive self-government, however limited, will further erode, perhaps
. %o a point of no return.

With kindest regards,
Sincerely yours,

AWy

AHMET H. OZBUDUN
Principal Secretary




