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FIDENTTAL: Wy . \ 21 April 1972

US MIIITARY ASSISTANCE TO THE ROK

Dear Mr. Na rasimhan,

On 13 April, a spokesman of the US Defence Depariment ed
that the US Administration had requested, on 1 March, a newly
grant-type military assistance fund total lJ.T’IL‘ w215, r1 million for
ROK in the FY 1973. This is about $20 million less than the oxi
%235 million request announced by Seoretary of State IJ.JJ:..:L"'
on 14 March at the House Foreign Affairs Committee. 2 revised

request was composed of 64 per cent in new investment Tor the modern
zation programme, 34 per cent in operational and maintenance funds
and the remaining 2 per cent allotted for the training of ROK forces,

"

The Spokesman also said that in addition to &
US Administration had earmarked for the ROK, in t
on in military credit sales and $33.6 million f

H

urement assistance programme. The total military
the ROK would thus amount to $274.31 million in

o

Rep, William Broomfield, a member of the US House
wounced that he would offer soon an

eign Aid Authorization Bill, which would seek an
70 million in military assiste 3 i the m

zation programme of the ROK forces in the FY 1973. He Mid
amendment had a very good chance for adop
Foreign Affairs Committee Te ecognized the necessity to acce
five-year modernizaticn programme and since $90 million
Trom the original military aid reguest for the current year,

an

Foreign A

In a testimony before the Senate Fore ign 1isal'-L'
1T April, US Secretary of State William P. Rogers
when the five-year modernization programme for the R
completed in 1975, the US grant military aid for the

Mr, C. V. Narasimhan
Chef de Cabinet
United Nations

New York
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generally replaced by a foreign military sales programme which, unlike
grant-type aid, is repayable.

He stressed that the drastic cutback by Congress of the current
iscal 1972 foreign aid programme had "impaired the effectiveness of the
xon Doctrine". He said that Assistant Secretary M
during his recent trip to Bast Asia, haed found that "leaders
countries now guestion, not President Nixon's desire 1o provi
agsistance in support of their legitimate self-defence néeds,
this assistance will in fact be forthcoming".

Secretary Rogers reportedly said thai the largest
type military assistance request, $235 million, was int
support for the ROK's 5-year modernization programme,
adequate funds, we expect the brogramme to be completed in 1975. We then
expect Korea to meet the bulk of its defence needs through the foreign
military sale programme',

Commenting on the Secretary Rogers' remarks, ROK Acting Foreign
. Minister Yun Sulk Heun said on 18 April that the Government had neither
held consultations with the US Administration om the reported change of
the US military and economic aid plan, nor had received any officizl
report from the ROK Embassy in Washington,

He noted

t such a move was expected in view of the continued
S

Qutback trend of US military aid to foreign countries and US efforis to
ercome the domestic economic slump. The Acting Minister also said
i such a policy seemed to be the US Government's general 1T

PP

However, he added that this would not affect the projecte
modernization programme of the ROK.

The Acting Minister added that Foreign Mi ik was
2d to discuss the problem with Secretary
meetings on 23 and 25 April in Washington DC.

. Further to the foregoing, in his testimony before il te
Foreign Relations Committee on 18 April, US Secretary of Def Melvin
Laird reportedly reaffirmed that the US would live up to it y
commitment to the ROK and emphasized that there was no plan colm—

rces from Asia,

plete withdrawal of the US
Also testifying before the Committee on the same day, Adm. Thomas
lMoorer, Chairman of the US Joint Chiefs of Staff, s
reduction in fiscal 1972 grant aid could be interpreted by ROK as
a breach of faith on the part of the US in the light of already executed
withdrawal of some US troops. He said that the reduction in grant
would not only jeopardize and delay the modernization DIOE
could adversely affect the ROK economic situation as the Go
attempted 1o secure its essential defence needs unavoidably
expense of its economic growth. Adm. Moorer also said that
forces, adeguately trained and equipped, had constituted an
deterrent %o a north Korean attack against the Ul Command.

id that the
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:.'hﬁ: matter of inade
ts of full
with the fear of

uate US military aid

-
for the moderni zation
further reductions of

despi te
of the
American forc

as burning issue in cireles.

Although the economic brospecte are not
Setl anxiety for its security may indeed force
funds frem the econo th to the

1 1litary secto:

to the fm.,u.uomfm,nt. of the target date for the Ard elo &
Plan; cause diss: 1 the and even contribute to
political and

in the

ment leaders, disillusioned by

ar aware of the dilemma, but will ne
to securi

With kind regards

S0

Sincerely yours,




