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PARTICIPANTS: 

MEMORANDUl·1 OF CCNVERSJl..TION 

Chairman Mao Tse-tung 

Prime Minister Cho~ En-lai 

Foreign Minister Chi Peng-fei 

Assistant Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Wang Hai-jung 

Tang Wang-shen, Interpreter 

Shen Jo-yen, Interpreter 

Henry A. Kissinger, Secretary of State 

Ambassador David Bruce, Chief U.s. 
Liaison Office 

• Winston Lord, Director of Planning and 
Coordination, Department 0= 'State 

DATE AND TH1E: Monday, Novf"...mber 12, 1973 
- 5:40 p.m. - 8:25 p.m. 

PLACE: Chairman Mao's residence, Peking 
- Peoples Republic of China 

(There was informal conversation as Chairman Hao greeted 
the Secretary, A.l-nbassador Bruce, and Mr. Lord in turn 
while the photographers took pictures. The Chairman saie. 

~ that he had not seen the Secretary in a long ti~e and that 
he nm17 had a higher position. The Secretary responded that 
the Chairman looked vlell, and the Chairman cornrr,ented that 
he \vas fair. To Ambassador Bruce, the Chairman cOr."J-:1.ente::i 
that he \vas advancing in age like hi;;'l, bt:.t younger. Ambas­
sador Bruce res"Oonded that he was not much younGer. To 
Mr. Lord, the Chairman noted that he was ve~y ybung.) 
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Chairman Mao: What did you discuss? 

•
Prime Minister Chou:  Expansionism. 

The Secretary:  That's correct 

Chairman Hao:  Who's doing the expanding, him (indicating 
the Secretary)? 

Prime Minister Chou:  He started it, but others have caught up. 

The Secretary:  The Foreign Minister criticizes us from time 
to time for the sake of equilibrium, but I 
think he knows the real source. 

Chairman Nao:  But that expansionism is a pitiful one •. You 
should not be afraid of them. 

The Secretary:  We are not afraid of them, Mr. Chairman. 
Every once in a while we have to take some 
strong measures as we did two weeks ago. 

Chairman Mao:  Those were not bad, those measures • 

At that time, ,,,e ,,,ere not yet able to persuade 
Egyptian Vice President Shafei. He came here 
and said that they had no confidence in you •• 
He said you ,,,ere partial to Israel. I said 
not necessarily. I said that those of Jewish 
descent are not a monolithic block; for example, 
we cooperated with Engels and not ",ith other 
Jewish capitalists. 

The Secretary:  The problem in the Middle East is to prevent 
it now from being dominated by the Soviet 
Union. 

Chairmtm Mao:  They can1t possibly dominate the Middle East, 
because, although their ambition is great, 
their capacities are meager. Take, for 
instance, Cuba. You intimidated them, and 
they left. 

The Secretary:  And since· then He've done that a second time, 
although we did not announce it. 

'Pep SECRE'f'fSENSITIVE 
EXCLUSIVEI,Y· EYES ONLY 

) 
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Chairman Mao:  

The Secretary:  

Chairman Mao: 

The Secretary:  

Chairman Hao/  
Prime Minister Chou:  

Prime Minister Chou:  

Chairman Hao:  

.. 
Interpreter: 

Chairman Mao: 

~ SECRE~/SENSITIVE 
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Recently? 

Recently. They moved several submarines, 
and we moved several ships, and they left. 

I'm very SUSP1C10US that this country wants to 
have some relations with us. At the beginning 
it was done through delegations sent by Castro. 
At that time, the head of the Delegation was 
Rodriguez. He led a delegation of six Latin 
American compatriots to China to try to make 
peace with us on behalf of the Soviet Union. 
The second time they tried to make peace through 
Ceaucescu of Romania, and they tried to persuade 
us not to continue the struggle in the idealog-
ical  field. 

I  remember  he  was  here. 

That  was  long  ago. 

The  first  time  he  came  to  China.  (Said  in 
English.) 

And  the  second  time  Kosygin  carne  himself,  and 
that  was  in  1960.  I  declared  to  him  that  we 
were  going  to  wage  a  struggle  against  him  for 
ten  thousand  years  (laughter) • 

The  Chairman  was  saying  ten  thousand  years  of 
struggle.  . 

I  also  declared  to  him  that  neither  of  us  ~wo 
were  socialists,  and  that  we  had  been  labeled 
by  you  (Soviet  Union)  as  b~ing dog~atists and 
that  this  is  anti­Marxist.  So  I  said  let  us 
also  give  you  a  title,  and  that  is  "revision-
ism."  (Laughter)  And,  therefore,  neither  of 
us  is Harxist.  And  this  time  I  made  a  conces-
sion  to  Kosygin.  I  said  that  I  originally 
said  this  struggle  was  going  to  go  on  for  ten 
thousand  years.  On  the  merit  of  his  corning  to 
see  me  in  person,  I  will  cut  it down  by  one 
thousand  years  (laughter).  And  you  must  see 
how  generous  I  am.  Once  I  make  a  concession, 
it  is  for  one  thousand  years.  (Chou  and 
Mao  confer~) 

" 
) 

.../ 
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The  Secretary: 

Chairman  Mao: 

The  Secretary: 
B 

Chairman  Mao: 

Prime  Minister  Chou: 

The  Secretary: 

Chairman  Mao: 

The  Secretary: 

Chairman  Hao: 
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And  trumthere  was  another  time,  also  Romania, 
and  a  Mr.  Bordeoloski  came  also  to  speak  on 
behalf  of  the  Soviet  Union.  This  ti~e I  again 
made  a  concession  of  a  thousand  years  (laughter} 
You  see,  my  time  limit  is  becoming  shorter  and 
shorter. 

And  the  fifth  time  the  Romanian  President 
Ceaucescu  came  egain  ­­ that  was  two  ye&rs 
ago  -- and  he  again  raised  the  issue,  and  I 
said  "this  time  no  matter  ",hat  you  say,  I  can 
make  no  more  concessions"  (laughter). 

We  must  adopt  Chinese  tactics. 

There  is  now  some  difference  bet'tveen  you  and 
us.  I  do  not  speak  with  such  ease  nOH  because 
I've  lost  two  teeth.  And  there  is  a  difference 
between  your  and  our  activities,  that  is,  we 
just hit  back  at  everything  that  comes.  And 
we  seized  upon  the  fact  that  the  agreement 
reached  between  Prime  Minister  Kosygin  and  us 
has  never  really  been  implemented,  that  is,  the 
September  11,  1969,  agreement  at  the  Peking 
Airport. 

I  explained  to  the  Prime  Minister,  going  in 
the  car  or  elsewhere,  that  our  tactics  are 
more  complex  and  maybe  less  heroic,  but  our 
strategy  is  the  same.  t';e  have  no  doubt  '-lho 
is  the  principal  threat  in  the  world  today. 

What  you  do  is  a  Chinese  kind  of  shadow  boxing 
(laughter).  We  do  a  kind  of  shadow  boxing 
which  is  more  energetic. 

And  direct  in  its  blows. 

That  is  true,  but  where  there  is  a  real 
challenge,  we  react  as  you  do. 

I  believe  in  that.  And  that  is  why  your 
recent  trip  to  the  Arab  world  was  a  good  one. 

II' 

The  Chairman  is  learning  English. 

Why  is  it  in  your  country,  you  are  always  so 
obsessed  with  that  nonsensical  Wategate  issue? 
(There  is much  laughter  on  the  Chinese  siee  as 
the  interpreter  tries  t6explain  that  she 
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The  Secretary: 

Chairman  Mao: 

The  Secretary: 

Chairman  Mao: 

~ 

The  Secretary: 

Chairman  Mao: 

The  Secretary: 

~CRBTISENSITIVE 
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couldntt  really  translate  the  Chairman's 
wording  for  "nonsensical"  which  really  meant 
"to  let out  air."  Prime  Minister  Chou  asks 
Mr.  Lord  if  he  knew  the  meaning  of  the  Chi!lese 
word,"pee."  Mr.  Lord  said  "non  and  the 
Prime  Mini~ter said  that  he  could  ask  his 
wife.  The  Chinese  side  explained  that  it was 
an  adjective  used  to  qualify  the  incident.) 

The  incident  itself  is  very  meager,  yet  now 
such  chaos  is  being  kicked  up  because  of  it. 
Anyway,  we  are  not  happy  about  it. 

But  not  in  the  conduct  of  foreign  policy, 
Mr.  Chairman,  which  will  continue  on  its 
present  course,  or  in  our  capacity  to  take 
actions  in  crises  as  we've  shown. 

Yes.  And  even  in  the  domestic  aspects,  I 
don't  think  there's  such  an  overwhelming  issue 
for  you  and  the  Preside!lt. 

No.  For  me  there  is  no  issue  at  all  because 
I  am  not  connected  ,·Tith  it at  all.  The 
President, teo,  '''1ill  master  it. 

What  I  mean  by  domestic  aspects  is  your 
inflation,  rising  of  prices,  increase  in 
unemployment,  because  it  seems  that  the 
number  of  unemployed  has  been  cut  dm·m  by  an 
amount  and  the  U.S.  dollar  is  relatively 
stable.  So  t~ere doesn1t  seem  to  be  any  major 
issue.  Nhy  should  the  lVatergate  affair  be.come 
all  exploded  in  such  a  manner? 

There  are  many  complex  factors,  including  the 
fact  that  there  are  many  old  style  politicians 
who  dislike  the  President  because  he  pursues 
unorthodox  policy.  And  too  many  intellectuals 
have  become  nihilistic  and  want  to  destroy 
everything. 

For  instance,  James  Reston  and  Joseph  Alsop 
are  all  now  triggered  against  President  Nixon. 
I  cantt  uriderstand  that. 

I  can  understand  James  Reston  because  he 
follows  others,  and  he  is  always  a  reflection 
of  the  fashionable  view.  Joseph  Alsop  ­­ I 
think  ­­ that  was  a  brief  aberration,  and  he 
will  return  to  his  original  position  very  soon. 
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Chairman  Mao: 

The  Secretary: 

Chairman  Mao: 

The  Secretary: 

Chairman  Mao: 

The  Secretary: 

Chairman  Mao: 

• 
The  Secretary: 

Chairman  Hao: 

The  Secretary: 

", 

6 

Do  you  think  they  are  writing'articles,  for 
instance,  in trying  to  taste  public  opinion? 

They  all  like  to  think  that  they  are  running 
the  country.  And  they  play  President  alter­
nately every other day and take turns at it 
(laughter). If we had paid attention to them, 

Mr. Chairman, I'd never have been here on my 
first trip (laughter). Everything important 
has been done against their opposition. 

Yes. People say that Americans can keep no 
secrets. 

That's true. 

I think Americans can very well keep secrets. 

That's basically true, Mr. Chairman, but you 
may be sure that as long as we keep the informa­
tion in the White House, you can be sure that 
nothing has ever come out of our discussions. 

Take the Cuban incident, for instance. Take, 
for instance, your visit to China. And another 
situation would be your recent d~aling with 
the Soviet Union. In all these cases, secrets 
were kept quite well • 

That's true. Things we can keep in my office, 
we can keep quite \·lell. But there are no secre'" 
with the Soviet Union. We always tell you 
everything we are doing "lith the Soviet Union. 
There is nothing 'N'e are doing \·,i th the Soviet 
Union that you don't know. You can count on 
that for the future. 

The Soviet Union likes to create the impression 
that they and we have a master plan to run the 
world, but that is to trap other countries. 
It's not true. We are not that foolish. 

You are always saying with respect to the 
Soviet Union something we are ourselves are 
also saying. l'md your views seem appro:dmately 
the same as ours·, that is, there is the possi­
bility that the Soviet Union wants to attack 
China. 

Well, l-lr. Chairman, I used to think of it as 
a theoretical' possibili~y. 'Now I think it is 

~-----'-', 
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more  a  realistic  possibility,  and  I've  said 
it,  especially  to  your  Prime  Minister  and  also 
your  Ambassador.  I  think  they  above  all  want 
to  destroy  your  nuclear  capability. 

•  Chairman  Mao:  But  our  nuclear  capability  is  no  bigger  than 
a  fly  of  this  size  (laughter). 

The  Secretary:   But  they  are  worried  about  what  it will  be  ten 
years  from  now. 

Chairman  Mao:   I'd  say  thirty  years  hence  or  fifty  years  hence. 
And  it is  impossible  for  a  country  to  rise  up 
in  a  short  period. 

The  Secretary:   Well,  as  I  have  said  on  many  occasions,  and 
as  I said  to  the  Chairman  last  time,  lOve  believe 
that  if  this  eventuality  were  to  happen,  it 
would  have  very  serious  consequences  for  every-
body.  And  we  are  determined  to  oppose  it as 
our  own  decision  \'lithout  any  arrangement  ,·lith 
China. 

Chairman  Hao:   Their  ambitions  are  contradictory  with  their 
capacity. 

The. Secretary:   That  may  be  true. 

Chairman  Hao:   Beginning  from  their  Pacific  Ocean,  there  is 

•
.'  the  United  States,  there  is  Japan,  there  is 

China,  there  is  South  Asia,  and  westward  there 
is  the  Middle  ~ast, and  there  is  Europe,  and 
the  Soviet  forces  that  are  deployed  along  the 
lines  through  Siberia  way  up  to  the  Kurile  lsI 
only  account  for  one­fourth  of  their  forces. 

Prime  Minister  Chou:   East  of  the  Urals. 

The  Secretary:   A  little closer  to  one­half.  Two­fifths  maybe. 

Chairman  Mao:   Excluding  the  l­Uddle  East,  that  is.  The  Biddle 
East  would  be  counted  on  the  other  side • 

. ..The  Secretary:   I  see. 

Chairman  r·lao:   But  that  includes  Kazakistan,  the  Uzbek  Republic, 
Urquiz  and  other  s~all republics.  Also,  some 
other  minority  nationalityulroops  stationed  in 
the  East.  .  ~ 

~SENSITIVE   '" 
EXCLUSIVELY  EYES  ONLY 

Wilson Center Digital Archive Original Scan



~p SBCRE~SENSITIVE 

EXCLUSIVELY  EYES  ONLY  8 

The  Secretary:  We  know  where  every  Soviet  division  is. 

Chairman  Mao: 

The  Secretary: 

Chairman  Mao: 

'" 

The  Secretary: 

Chairman  Mao: 

The  Secretary: 

Chairm"an  f.tao: 

The  Secretary:
" 

..apop  SM:CRE'f/SENS ITIVE 
EXCLUSIVELy'EYES  ONLY 

And  we  have  occasionally  discussed  some  of  
this with  you.  But  I  agree  with  the  Chair-
man...  .  

(Before  translation)  They  have  to  deal  with  
so  many  adversaries.  They  have  to  deal  with  
the  Pacific.  They  have  to  deal  with  Japan.  
They  have  to  deal  with  China.  They  have  to  
deal  with  South  Asia  which  also  consists  of  
quite  a  number  of  countries.  And  they  only  
have  a  million  troops  here  ­­ not  enough  even  
for  the  defense  of  themselves  and  still  less  
for  attack  forces:  But  they  can't  attack  
unless  you  let  them  in  first,  and  you  first  
give  them  the  Middle  East  and  Europe  so  they  
are  able  to  deploy  troops  eastward.  And  that  
would  take  over  a  million  troops.  

That  will  not  happen.  I  agree  with  the 
Chairman  that  if Europe  and  Japan  and  the  U.S. 

hold  together  ­­ and  we  are  doing  in  the  Middle 
East  \<lhat  the  Chairman  discussed  with  me  last 
time  then  the  danger  of  an  attack  on  China 
will  be  very  low. 

We  are  also  holding  down  a  portion  of  their 
troops  which  is  favorable  to  you  in  Europe  and 
the  Middle  East.  For  instance,  they  have  trooD 
stationed  in  Outer  Hongolia,  and  that  had  not  ~ 
happened  as  late  as  Krushchev's  time.  At 
that  time  they  had  still  not  stationed  troops 
in  Outer  Nongolia,  because  the  Chienpao  Island 
incident  occurred  after  Krushchev.  It"occurred 
in  Brezhnev's  time. 

It was  1969.  That  is  why  it is  important  that 
Western  Europe  and  China  and  the  u.S.  pursue 
a  coordinated  course  in  this  period. 

Yes. 

Because  in  that  case,  nobody  will  be  attacked. 

Japan's  attitude  is  also  good. 

That's  very  important,  yes. 
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Chairman  l­1ao:   And  the  attitude  of  major  European  countries 
are  not  bad  either. 

The  Secretary:  Their  attitude  is  better  than  their  courage. 
(Prime  Minister  Chou  explains  something  in 
Chinese  to  Chairman  Mao.) 

Chairman  Mao:   The  main  trouble  no\"  is  those  small  Nordic 
countries.  {The  interpreters  then  corrected.> 
No,  mainly  the  Benelux  countries. 

The  Secretary:   The  Benelux  countries  and  the  Scandanavian 
countries,  and  there's  some  ambiguity  in  the 
evolution  of  the  German  position. 

Chairman  Mao:   In  my  op1n1on,  Germany  is  still  a  part  of  the 
West  and  will  not  follow  the  Soviet  Union, 
while  Norway­is  quite  fearful  of  the  Soviet 
Union.  Sweden  is  a  bit  \vaver.ing.  Finl"and  is 
slightly  tended  to  be  closer  to  the  Soviet  Unio 

The  Secretary:   Because  of  its geographic  position,  not  because 
of  its conviction. 

Chairman  Mao:   That's  correct.  And  they  were  very  courageous 
during  that  war. 

The  Secretary:   Very. 

Ch'airman  z,,!ao:   They  are  the  country  of  one  thousand  legs. 

The  Secretary:   That's  true.  ~< 

Chairman  Mao:   The  Soviet  Union  first  carved  out  a  part  of  -
their  country  and  then  gave  it back,  and  that 
country  is  not  one  to  be  easily  offended. 
Because  they  are  hemmed  in  too  close  to  the 
Soviet/Finish  border. 

Prime  Minister  Chou:   Why  were  they  cut  off? 

The  Secretary:   They  did  take  part.  They  were  in the  Karelian 
Isthmus. 

Chairman  r·lao:   And  even  during  the  time  of  Hitler's  occupation 
of  Poland~ Stalin  ~till did  not  dare  attack 
some  of  the  countries  that  used  to  exist  along 
the  Baltic  Sea. 

'l1OP  SECRFT.LSE~:S ITIVE 
EXCLUSIVELY  EY;':;S  ONLY 

"', 

, , 
...._._ -)II,~ .... -""'W""""1t; 
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The  Secretary:  But  he  took  them  shortly  after,,,ards. 

, 

j 
J 
! 
j

; 
.i 

Chairman  Hao:  That  was  because  Hitler  attacked  Polanc 1  a~d 

the  Soviet  Union  seized  the  opportunity  to 
act  in  such  a  manner.  They  tried  an  a~~e~~e~~ 
of  cooperation.  The  Soviet  Union  was  able  to 
resist  that  opportunity  to  seize  these  ~hree 
countries. 

Perhaps  these  three  representatives  have 
ernbass~es in  your  country. 

The  Secretary:  And  they  still do.  Mr.  Chairman. 

Chairman  Mao:  And  the  Soviet  Union  did  not  ask  you  first  tc 
abolish  those  embassies  before  they  es~ablis~ed 
diplomatic  relations  \"i th  you. 

The  Secretary:  That  is correct. 

Chairman  Hao:  In  1933. 

The  Secretary:  In  1933,  those  countries  still  existed,  an3 
established  diplomatic  relations  in  1933. 

we 

Prime  Minister  Chou:  It's not  so  convenient  for 
united  Nations. 

them  to  go  to  t::e 

The'  Secretary:  They  are  not  in  the  United  Nations. 

Prime  Minister  Chou:  They  probably  have 
your  country. 

some  nationals  resieins  i~ 

,The  Secretary:  Yes.  I  frankly ... they  have  ambassadors  an= 
are  accredited,  but  I  don'~ know  \"hat  ~hey 
do. 

Ambassador  Bruce:  They  don't  do  anything.  One  of  th~~ a~?ea=s. 

I  think  it is  Estonia,  once  a  year,  an~ gives 
an  annual  day  reception  (laughter). 

The  Secretary: 

Chairman  Mao: 

·~op 5DCRET1sENSITIVE 
EXCLUSIVELY"  EYES  ONLY 

You're  quite  right.  It has  not  affectEc  c~r 
diplomatic  relations  with  the  Soviet  C~io~ • 

•
Let's  discuss  th~ issue  of  Taiwan.  T~e 

question  of  the  U.S.  relations  with  us  st=~l~ 
be  separate  from  that  of  our  relations  wi~~ 
Taiwan. 

(, 

I • 

"'l 
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The  Secretary:  

Chairman  Mao:  

The  Secretary:  

Chairman  Mao:  

Pr~me Minister  Chou: 

Chairman  Mao: 

. The  Secretary:: 

Chairman  t­Iao: 

The  Secretary: 

'tOP  iiI]i;ClirS'PfsEES ITIVE 
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In  principle •••• 

So  long  as  you  sever  the  diplomatic  relations 
with  Taiwan,  then  it is  possible  for  our  ttvo 
countries  to  solve  the  issue  of  diplomatic 
relations.  That  is  to  say  like  we  did  with 
Japan.  As  for  the  question  of  our  relations 
Taiwan,  that  is  quite  complex.  I  do  not  belie,,' 
in  a  peaceful  transition.  (To  the  Foreign 
Minister)  Do  you. believe  in  it? 

Do  I?  He  asked  the  Foreign  Minister. 

11m  asking  him  (the  Foreign  Hinister). 
(Prime  Minister  Chou  said  something  that  was 
not  translated.) 

They  are  a  bunch  of  counterrevolutionaiies. 
How  could  they  cooperate  with  us?  I  say  that 
we  oan  do  \'rithout  Tait­lan  for  the  time  being, 
and  let'  it come  after  one  hundred  years. 
Do  not  take  matters  on  this  'vorld  so  ra.pidly. 
\,lhy  is  there  need  to  be  in  such  great  haste? 
It  is  only  such  an  island  with  a  population 
of  a  dozen  or  more  million. 

They  now  have  16  million. 

As  for  your  relations  with  us,  I  think  they 
need  not  take  a  hundred  years. 

I  would  count  on  that.  I  think  they  should 
corne  much  faster. 

But  that  is  to  be  decided  by  you.  We  will 
not  rush  you.  If  you  feel  the  need,  we  can  do 
it.  If you  feel  it cannot  be  done  now,  then 
we  can  postpone  it to  a  later  date. 

From  our  point  of  view  we  want  diplomatic 
relations  with  the  Peoples  Republic.  Our 
difficulty  is  that  've  cannot  immediately 
sever  rel~tions with  Taiwan,  for  various 
reasons,  all  of  them  having  to  do  with  cur 
domestic  situation.  I  told  the  Prime  Minister 
that  tve  hope  that  by  1976,  during  1976,  to 
complete  the  process.  So  the  question  is 

" 

~. 

Wilson Center Digital Archive Original Scan



4.!OP  SECRET7SENSITIVE 
EXCLUSIVELY  EYES  ONLY 

Chairman  Mao: 

The  Secretary: 

Chairman  Mao: 

The  Secretar:l: 

Chairman  Mao: 

.' 
The  Secretary: 

if 

""'< 

"t; 

Chairman  Mao: 

. 
~9P S~C~T/SENSITIVE 

EXCLUSIVELY  EYES  ONLY 

12  

whether  we  can  find  some  formula  that 
enables  us  to  have  diplomatic  relations,  ar.d 
the  utility  of  it would  be  symbolic  strensth-
ening  of  our  ties,  because,  on  a  technical 
level,  the  Liaison  Offices  perform  very 
usefully. 

That  can  do. 

What  can  do? 

(Before  translation)  It  can  do  to  continue 
as  now,  because  now  you  still  need  Tah;an. 

It  isn't  a  question  of  needing  it:  it is  a 
question  of  practical  possibilities. 

That's  the  same  (laughter).  We  are  in  no 
hurry  about  Hong  Kong  either  (laughter). 
We  don't  even  touch  ?­1acao.  If  \.,.e 'tvanted  to 
touch  Macao,'  it would  only  take  a  slight 
touch.  .  Because  that  was  a  strong  hold 
established  by  Portugal  back  during  the  Mir.g 
Dynasty  (laughter).  Krushchev'  has  curse::i  us, 
saying  why  is  it you  don't  want  even  Hong 
Kong  and  Hacao.  And  I've  said  to  Japan 
that  we  not  only  agree  to  your  denand  :cr 
the  four  northern  islc.>.nds,  but  also  in  :-~is";:.or::· 

the  Soviet  Union  has  carved  out  one  and  a 
half  million  square  kilometers  from  China. 

As  I  see  the  problem  of  diplomatic  relaticr.s, 
Mr.  Chairman,  it's  this.  On  the  question  c: 
Taiwan,  I  believe  we  have  a  very  clear  ­"':nc.er-
standing  to  which  we  will  stick.  So  the 
problem  we  have  is ••• also,  the  Liaison  Cf::ices 
are  doing  useful  work  at  this  time.  So  the 
only  question  is  whether  at  some  point  eit~er 
or  both  of  us  thinks  it  is  useful  to  da~on~ 
strate  symbolically  that  ·our  relationship  ~s 
now  normal  in  every  respect.  In  that  case, 
we  should  find  a  formula  to  make  it possible, 
but  it is  not  a  necessity. 

We  have  established  diplomatic  relaticr:.s 
with  the  Soviet  Union  and  also  with  India, 
but  they  are  not  so  very  good.  And  they 
are  not  even  as  aood  as  our  relations  Fith 
you,  which  are  better  than  our  rela tior:.s  ~.;:'"';::' 
them.  So  this  issue  is  not· an  importar:.t  c~e • 
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The  issue  of  the  overall  international 
situation  is  an  important  one • 

.  
I  agree  with  the  Chairman  completely  and 
on  that  we  must  understand  each  other, 
and  I  believe  we  substantially  understand 
each  other. 

Our  Chief  of  our  Liaison  Office  was  talking 
to  you  about  grand  principles  and  referred 
to  George  Washingtan's  opposing  Britain. 

Yes,  he  made  a  great  speech  to  me  a  few 
weeks  ago.  I'd  heard  it before  from  the 
Prime  Minister. 

That  set  of  language  can  be  cut  down.  And 
we  are  now  facing  a  contradiction.  On  the 
one  hand,  we  have  supported  various  Arab 
countries  against  Israeli  Zionism.  On  the 
other  hand,  we  have  to  welcome  the  u.S. 
putting  the  Soviet  Union  on  the  spot,  and 
making  it  so  that  the  Soviet  Union  cannot 
control  the  Middle  East.  Our  Ambassador 
Huang  Chen  mentioned  this  support  of  the 
Arab  world,  but  he  didn't  understand  the 
importance  of  U.s.  resistance  to  the  Soviet 
Union. 

Well,  I  took  him  by  surprise,  and  he  repeated 
the  formal  position  from  the  United  Nations 
(laughter).  And  I  understand  that  publicly 
you  have  to  take  certain  positions,  and  it 
is  not  against  our  co~~on position  that  you 
do  so.  But  the  reality  is  that  we  will  move 
matters  toward  a  settlement  in  the  Middle  East, 
but  we  also  want  to  demonstrate  that  it was 
not  done  by  Soviet  pressures. 

So,  whenever  the  Soviets  press  we  must  resist 
apart  from  the  merits  of  the  dispute.  Then 
when  we  have  defeated  them,  we  may  even  move 
in  the  same  direction.  We  are  not  against 
Arab  aspirations ; ~'le are  ngainst  their  being 
achieved  ~ith Soviet  pressure. 

Exactly. 
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And  that  is our  strategy  right  now. 

And  now  there  is  a  crucial  issue,  that  is 
the  question  of  Iraq,  Bagdad.  We  don't 
know  if  it is  possible  for  you  to  do  some 
work  in  that  area.  As  for  us,  the  possi­
bilities are not so very great. 

It is relatively difficult to do that. It 
is possible to have contacts with them, but 
it takes a period of time for them to change 
their orientation. It is possible they would 
change their orientation after they have 
suffered from them. They've already suffered 
once, that is with regard to the coup. 

You can do good work in Iran, and Iran is 
active in Iraq. And \-ve have encouraged the 
Shah to establish good relations with you. 
Our strategy with Iraq is first to try to 
win Syria away from it, and then to reduce 
its influence in sheikdoms along the Persian 
Gulf. And then vlhen it sees it can achieve 
nothing by leaning to the Soviet Union, then 
we will move tm'lard them. But first. they 
have to learn that they gain nothing from 
their present course. 

And this country it contains no banks or 
coasts of the Arab gulf, that is the 
Persian Gulf. Recently, your naval ships 
have gone in that part of the \<lorld. I said 
that was good. 

They are still there, and we will keep then 
there a little longer. 

That is one carrier. 

A carrier and escort ships. 

And the Soviet Union often passes through 
the Japanese straits, for example, the 
Tsrumi Straits eastward to the vicinity of 
the Midwriy Islands. And they go in and out 
of the Japanese Islands. Sometimes they 
test their missiles in the Pacific Ocean, too. 

EXCLUSIVEL'l EYES ONLY") 
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Yes. 

In  my  op~n~on, their  aim  is  to  tie  dow~ a 
portion  of  your  strength  in  the  Pacific 
Ocean  to  avoid  your  sending  a  large  nl!..":".ber 
of  t.roops  'Vlest'Vlards. 

First,  we  don't  mind  their  testing  missiles 
in  the  Pacific,  because  this  makes  it very 
easy  to  find  out  what  their  characteristics 
are.  As  for  the  fleet,  our  difficulty  abc'J.t 
operating  in  the  Indian  Ocean  and  the  Arab 
Sea  has  been  that  we  have  not  had  a  se  in 
that  area.  But  'VIe have  nm"l  developed  an 
island  called  Diego  Garcia  as  a  base,  and 
we  have  also  discussed  with  Pakistan 
possibility  of  building  a  port.  And  ~e are 
establishing  very  close  relationships  0it~ 
the  Shah  of  Iran.  And  I  believe  you ~ill 
see  we  will  be  stationing  more  ships  i~ t~e 

Indian  Ocean  from  now  on. 

Why  is  it that  Iran  is  favoring  the  Sovie~ 
Union's  Asian  collective  security  systeili? 

First,  of  the  leaders  in  that  area  that  I 
know,  the  one  '.­.rho  understands  the  Soviet 
danger  best  is  the  Shah  of  Iran.  And  ~els 
buying  very  large  numbers  nmV'  of  rr,ilitar:­
equipment from us in order to defend ~imsel= 
against the Soviet Union and also to ce a~le 
to protect Pakistan. So if 'V'e sat here, 
Mr. Chairman, he would agree corr~plete::'y \·;ith 
your analysis of the situation. But te has 
a tactical problem, and he wanted to say 
that he was fo:: peace in general. I t~ir.':': !:.= 
made a mistake, but he is not really for an 
Asian security systa~. 

He will be arr~v~ng in China during the firs~ 
three months of next year. (The Pri:r.e~·!i::is~er 

and the Foreign Minister discuss the date.) 
It's going to be postponed. It is not goir.~ 
to be so early. 

He is very much interested in good relati~::s 
with China, and \-le have recoIT'.P.lended i ~ \·ery 
strongly. And he sees your attitude a::d cur 
attitude about Pakistan and Afganista:: . 

. .. ~ 
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Chairman  Mao:  It  seems  to  me  that  the  comparatively 
weaker  place  in  the  contemporary  inter-
national  situation  would  still  be  Iraq. 

The  Secretary:  Iraq  right  now  is  the  most  difficult  place
in that  area. 

Prime  Minister  Chou:  (Laughing)  Quadaffi  went  to  Iraq  to  stir 
up  something  there. 

Chairman  Mao:  What  have  they  done  now? 

Prime  Minister  Chou:  He  has  gone  and  returned.  He  went  there 
to  persuade  them  not  to  accept  a  ceasefire. 

The  Secretary:  Quadaffl  is  not  the  most  stable  intellect 
that  leads  count~ies right  now. 

Chairman  Mao:  He  is  a  man  I  do  not  understand.  There's 
another,  that  is  South  Yemen.  The  President 
of  South  Yemen  approached  me.  He  said  he 
wanted  to  sever  diplomatic  relations  with  the 
Soviet  Union.  He  asked  me  my  opinion.  I  was 
not  taken  in  by  him  and  said  he  must  be 
prudent.  Now  they  are  tying  themselves  very 
closely  to  the  Soviet  Union~ 

The  Secretary:  Very  closely  tied  to  the  Soviet  Union.  And 
they  are  stirring  things  up  allover  the 
Gulf. 

Chairman  Mao:  Do  you  have  diplomatic  relations  with  them? 

The  Secretary:  We  have  technically  diplomatic  relations 
with  them  bu'c  no  useful  influence.  But  we 
give  assistance  to  Muscat  and  Oman  and 
North  Yemen  in  order  to  contain  them.  (The 
interpreter  and  Prime  Hinister  Chou  explain 
the  location  of  Muscat  and  Oman  to  the 
Chairman. ) 

Chairman  Mao:  Let's  discuss  something  about  Japan.  This 
time  you  are  going  to  Japan  to  stay  a  few 
more  days  there. 

The  Secretary:  The  Chairrnnn  ah<lays  scolds  me  about  Japan. 
I'm  taking  theChairman  very  seriously,  and 
this  time  I'm  staying  t\o<;o  and  a  half  days. 
And  he's  qui"!=­e  right.  It  j.s  very  important 
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that  Japan  does  not  feel  isolated  and  left 
alon e.  And  we  should  not  give  them  too 
many  temptations  to  maneuver. 

Chairman  Mao:  That  is  not  to  force  them  over  to  the  Soviet 
side. 

The  Secretary:   And  not  force  them  into  too  many  choices,  
for  example,  between  us.  

Chairman  :Hao:  That  would  not  corne  about. 

The  Secretar;c:   Not  from  our  side  either  (not  translated). 

Chairman  1-1ao: Their  first  priority  is  to  have  good  relatior.s 
with  the  United  States.  We  only  corne  second. 

The  Secretary:   We  have  no  obj ection  to  good  relations  bet,,,ee:­. 
Japan  and  China.  tie  want  to  prevent  the.r:t 
from  moving  too  close  to  the  Soviet  Union. 

Prime  Minister  Chou:   And  they  should  not  be  taken  in. 

The  Secretary:   That's  why  if  they  do  something  in  the 
Soviet  Union,  we sometimes  join  them,  so 
they  are  not  all  alone  in  facing  the  Soviet 
Union •

• 
Chairman  Mao:   And  we  also  encourage  them  to  do  things 

together  ,'lith  the  United  States  to  avoid  the:'!' 
being  taken  in.  / 

Prime  Minister  Chou:   Recently,  Tanaka  and  others  paid  a  visit  to 
the  United  States.  l'las  that  on  the  Nest 
Coast  or  in  Hawaii? 

The  Secretary:"   No,  he  went  to  l'lashington  before they  went 
to  the  Soviet  Union  during  the  su~mer. Our 
relations  now  are  better  than  they  were  whe~ 
I  was  here  last  time.  They  are  no  longer  so 
nervous  (laughter). 

Chairman  Nao:   They  are  afraid  of  you  and  you  should  try 
to  lessen  their  fear.  The  Soviet  Union  is 
doing  its  utmost  to  go  all  out  to  ,­,in  thew 
over,  but  Japan  is  not  so  trustful  of  them. 

The  Secretary:   No,  they  had  a  very  b~d historical  ex~eri­
ence,  and  that  is  very  fortunate  for  all  Q~ 
us.  And  the  Russian  temperment  doesn't 
harmonize  very  well  \vith  the  Japanese. 
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During  Tanaka's  visit  to  the  Soviet  Union, 
the  Russians  acted  very  stupidly• 

•
They  didn't  have  any  discussions  the  first 
two  days. 

They  lectured  them. 

They  only  made  proposals  about  the  resources 
of  the  Soviet  Union. 

Yes,  they  did  that  to  us,  too.  It ,creates 
the  impression  they  are  trying  to  buy  us. 
But  the  proposal  is  that  we  have  to  invest 
there  for  ten  years,  and  only  after  every-
thing  is  built,  then  they'll  start  paying  us 
back  (laughter).  We  have  not  yet  agre~d 
and  there  is  no  prospect  of  an  early  agree-
ment  to  any  of  their  big  projects. 

And  that  includes  most  favored  nation  treat-
ment.  Now  it  is  put  on  the  shelf.  I  thought 
it was  good  upon  hearing  that  news.  I  think 
it is  best  to  put  it on  the  shelf  for  a 
longer  period  of  time. 

But  we  would  like  to  have  MFN  for  China 
(laughter) • 

Not  necessarily.  So  long  as  the  Soviet  Union 
doesn't  get  it,  that  would  be  enough  (laughter) 

The  prospects  of  that  legislation  are  not 
very  promising. 

Is  that  so? 

It won't  be  taken  up  again  until  February. 
That's  in  the  House.  And  then  it must  be 
taken  up  in  the  Senate.  But  all  in  all,  it 
seems  it will  be  finally  passed  if  not  next 
year,  the  year  after.  The  big  problem,  Mr. 
Chairman,  is  not  the  ~WN clause,  because  the 
Soviet  U~ion doesn't  have  goods  to  sell  us. 
The  obstacles  to  Soviet  trade  is  not  our 
duties,  but  the  low  quality  of  Soviet  products. 

... 
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The  Secretary: 

Chairman  Hao: 

But  they  can  give  you  energy  which  you 
need.  * 

Mr.  Chairman,  that  is  not  exactly  acc~=ate. 
Even  if  they  were  able  to  produce  the  ~atural 
gas  they  have  claimed,  and  there  is  still 
some  dispute  about  'that,  it \'lould  only  aI':',oun~ 

to  about  five  percent  of  our  needs.  A~d it 
would  take  ten  years  to  deliver.  And  ',;it::i~ 

that  ten­year  period,  we  will  have  de~elo?ed 
domestic  alternatives,  including  natural  qas 
in  America.  That  makes  it much  less  r.eces-
sary,  in  fact  probably  unnecessary,  to  i~~or~ 
natural  gas  in  quantities. 

That  would  be  good. 

The  problem  is  credits  more  than  ~WN. Ana 
those  we  have  controlled  very  rigidly.  ~'ie 

haven't  given  any  credits. 

lIm  lacking  in  knowledge  and  cannot  ur.~ersta~d 
this  problem.  I cannot  understand  this. 
Probably  what  you  said  is  correct.  At  prese~t, 
the  Soviet  Union  seems  in  need  of  sucr:  great 
amounts  as  $8  billion  in  creaits • 

Yes,  and  we've  given  them  up  to  now  $330  ~il:io~ 
They  want  $8  billion  dollars  just  for  natura: 
gas. 

Your  President  issued  the  Nixon  Doctri~e at 
Guam,  I believe,  and  we  see  that  you  a=e 
gradually  realizing  his  policy  in  putting  O~~ 
the  flames  of  war  in  Southeast  Asia.  In  tti~ 
manner,  you  will  be  able  to  achieve  a  greate= 
initiative. 

That  is  correct. 

What  you  issued  was  a  new  Atlantic  Charter. 
(There  \.;ras  sorae  discussion  of  the  tra::sla tic~ 
of  this  word  and  the  difference  bet~'lee:: 

"Charter~ and  "Constitution.")  But  they  ~ea:: 
Ih ~(", ...vy."'" ­­­t.b..e.. same  thing:.,;JA. I twuld  think  vle \\'il2.  rc:ali::e 
.  e.  the  bas1c  oDJective  of  that  proposal  ~it~in  

the  first  half  of  that  year.  Most  of  the  
Charter  is  already  drafted  in  the  nili~a=y  

sphere;  vie' ve . almost  completed  a  drat ­::.,  a::c.  
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in the  political  sphere,  we've  almost 
completed  drafting  it.  The  economic  one 
requires  more  work. 

" 
In  the  economic  field,  there  are  some 
contradictions. 

Yes.  That's  true,  but  they  have  to  be  over­
come too, because of the great need, and I 
think we can work them out. Our press always 
concentrates on disagreements. Those diplo­
mats who are willing to talk publicly are usu­
ally least reliable, and their reports are 
always published. But basically, we are 
making good progress. 

That is why I believe it will be greatly 
difficult for the Soviet Union to seize 
Europe and put it on its side. They have 
such ambition but great difficulty. 

I think it is very difficult for them to 
seize militarily, and if they attempt it, 
they will certainly have to fight us. 
(Chairman Mao talks to Prime Minister Chou.) 

The greatest danger 'tV'ith the Soviet Union 
is where they either move land armies quickly, 
as in Czechoslovakia, or make a sudden air 
attack in areas where they think \'1e will not 
do anything. 

Take ,.for ins-tance, the manner of their acticns 
in Czecholslovakia. It is completely 
unseemly. For instance, they engaged in 
intriguing against Czechoslovakia; they 
sent civilian aircraft and used troops in 
the civilian aircraft. 

To control the Prague Airport. 

Later they sent troops there. Others thought 
they carried civilian passengers in that 
aircraft, but they sent troops. In that 
manner, they were able to control the Pragce 
Airport. They sent troops there and reduced 
Czechoslovakia to inertia. 

That's true. That's exactly how it happened. 
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Chairman  Mao:  And,  therefore,  in  my  opinion,  with  regard 
to  the  Soviet  Union,  it has  a  great  ambition 
and  that  is,  it wishes  to  seize  in  its  hands 
the  two  continents  of  Europe  and  Asia,  and 
North  Africa  and  elsewhere,  but  they  will 
have  trouble  doing  that. 

The  Secretary:  As  long  as  countries  that  are  threatened 
stay  united.  (Chairman  Mao  toasts  everyone 
with  his  tea.) 

Chairman  Mao:  They  made  use  of  the  opportunities  w~en both 
of  your  feet  were  stuck  in  the  quagmire  of 
Southeast  Asia.  And  in  this,  your  President 
can't  take  all  the  blame  for  that.  The 
Johnson  Administration  was  responsible  for 
that. 

The  Secretary:  Where  did  they  take  advantage  of  their 
opportunity? 

Chairman  Nao:  That  is to  enter  Czechoslovakia. 

Prime  r­linister  Chou:  And  also  India. 

Chairman  Mao:  And  I  don't  pay  so  much  attention  to  these 
minor  things.  That  is,  they  have  so­called 
nonaggression  pacts  with  Egypt,  Iraq  and 
India,  like  the  Treaty  of  Friendship  with 
India.  I  don't  believe  that  settles  things. 
Therefore,  W~ ­;vould  not  agree  to  any  such 
treaties  'I.'1he:1  they  propose  them  to  us. 

The  Secretary:  Yes.  I  have  noticed  that. 

Chairman  !­1ao:  And  there  are  some  people  here  \vho  are 
commenting  that  you  had  lost  an  opportunity  to 
take  action  when  you  did  not  de  so  when  Egyp­;: 
chased  out  Soviet  military  personnel.  The 
cOlnmentary  goes  that  at  that  time  you  should 
have  assisted  Egypt  a  bit.  Upon  hearing  that. 
I  thought  further.  I  thought  that  because  at 
that  time  both  your  feet  ,­,ere  in  the  \­!hole  0:: 
Southeast  Asia,  and  you  had  not  yet  olimbed 
out. 

The  Secretary: 

~ eEC~/SENSITIVE 

EXCLUSIVELY  EYES  ONLY 

You  are  quite  :!."i0ht,  !'­Ir.  Chairman.  There 
were  two  problems.  We  had "our  election. 
And,  secondly,  we  were­still  in  Vietnam,  and 
we  couldn't  tackle  both  at  once. 
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Chairman  Nao:   That  is  so.  You  are  now  freer  than  before. 

The  Secretary:   Much  more.  • 

Chairman  Hao:   And  the  philosopher  of  your  motherland, 
Hegel,  has  said  ­­ I  don't  know  whether  it is 
the  correct  English  translation  ­­ "freedom 
means  the  knm­lledge  of  necessity." 

The  Secretary:   Yes. 
. 

Chairman  Mao:   Do  you  pay  attention  or  not  to  one  of  the 
subjects  of  Hegel's  philosophy,  that  is, 
the  unity  of  opposites? 

The  Secretary:  Very  much.  I  '-las much  influenced  by  Hegel 
in  my  philosophic  thinking. 

ft'wtrhdh 
Chairman  Hao:   Both  Hegel  and  ~ who  came  a  little  later 

after  him•. They  were  both  great  thinkers. 
And  Marxism  came  partially  from  th~rn. 'rhey 
were  predecessors  of  Harx.  If  it 'vere  not 
for  Hegel  and  _  ~there .would  not  be  r·1arxism. 

FtUtrb,elt. 
The  Secretary:  Yes- Marx  rever3ed  the  tendency  of  Hegel, 

but  he  adopted  the  basic  theory. 

Cpairman  Hao:   What  kind  of  doctor  are  you?  Are  you  a 
doctor  of  philosophy? 

The  Secretary:   Yes  (laughter). 

Chairman. Mao:   Yes,  well,  then  \,;on I t  you  give  me  a  lecture? 

The  Secretary:   I  think  the  Chairman  knows  much  more 
philosophy  than  I.  And  he  has  '­lri tten  pro-
foundly  about  philosophy.  I used  to  shock 
my  colleagues,  Hr.  Chairman,  by  assigning 
essays  from  your  collect~d works,  in  my 
courses  in the  1960s  at  Hurvard. 

Chairman  Mao:   I,  myself,  am  not  satisfied  with  myself. 
The  main  thing  is  that  I don't  understand 
foreign  languages  ana,  therefore,  I ru~ unable 
to  read  books  of  Germans  or  Englishmen  or 
Americans. 

-!flGp SECTlE'l"'f,SENSITIVE 
EXCLUSIVELY  EYES  ONLY 
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I can't  read  German  in  its  original  form.  
I must  translate  into  English,  because  it  is  
too  complicated  in  its original  form.  This  
is  quite  true.  Some  of  the  points  of  Hegel  
quite  seriously  ­­ I  understand  better  in  

. English  than  German,  even  though  German  is 
my  mother  language. 

Because  of  the  intricate  structure  of  the  
German  grammar,  it  is  sometimes  gets  mis- 
interpreted  if  one  doesn't  understand  the  
grammar  correctly.  Therefore,  it's not  
easy  to  understand  the  German  language  and  
especially  the  reasoning  of  various  works.  

(To  Prime  Minister  Chou)  Don't  you  knm.,  
some  German?  

I  learned  in  my  youth:  now  I've  forgotten  it~ 

German  sentences  are  long,  and  the  grammar  
is  involved.  Therefore,  it's easier  to  
understand  English  than  German.  One  of  the  
characteristics  of  the  Ge.rman  language ••••  

Yesterday,  a  few  of  those  who  know  German  
were  joking  together  that  Ger.­nan  sentences  
are  so  long  in  length  that  there  are  quite  
a  few  pages,  and  one  does  not  ~nderstand  

the  sentences  until  you  find  the  final  verb,  
and  the  verb  is  at  the  very  end.  Th3c,  of  
course,  is  exaggerated.  One  sentence  does  
not  take  several  pages.  

D$.d  you  meet  Kuo  No­juo  \'lho  understands  
German?  Now  we  are  discussing  Hegel,  and  
I give  you  an  opinion.  

I  don It  knm.,  the  gentleman  that  the  Chairrr.an  
was  mentioning.  

He  is  a  man  who  worships  Confucius,  but  he  
is  now  a  member  of  our  Central  Committee.  

Let's  go  back  to  Hegel.  In  Hegel's  history 
of  philo~ophy, he  mentioned  Confucius  who 
he  shmved  great  disrespect.  He  shm,!cd  Dore 
respect  for  Laotze,  but  he  showed  the  greatest 
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respect  for.the  philosophy  of  Indian 
Buddhism. 

I  don't  quite  agree  with  him  (the  Chairman) 
on  that  last  point.  That's  a  very  passive 
philosophy. 

And  I  also  believe  that  that  was  not  a 
correct  way  of  saying.  And  this  is  not  only 
true  of  Hegel. 

There  is  a  sentimental  love  affair  between 
Western  intellectrrals  and  India  based  on  a 
complete  misreading  of  the  Indian  philosophy 
of  life.  Indian  philosophy  \vas  never  meant 
to  have  a  practical  application. 

It's  just  a  bunch  of  empty  words. 

For  Ghandi,  nonviolence  \iasn r t  a  philosophic 
principle,  but  because  he  thought  the  British 
were  too  moralistic  and  sentimental  to  use 
violence  against.  They  are  nonsentimental 
people.  For  Ghandi  it \­las  a  revolutionary. 
tactic,  not  an  ethical  principle. 

And  he  himself  \iould  spin  his  O\<ffi  wool  and 
drink  goat's  milk. 

But  it was  essentially  a  tactical  device  for 
him. 

And  the  influence  of  Ghandi's  doctrine  on  the 
Indian  people  was  to  induce  them  into  non-
resistance. 

Partly,  but  also  given  the  character  and 
diversity  of  the  English  people,  it was  only 
a  way  to  conduct  the  struggle  against  the 
British.  So  I  think  Ghandi  deserves  credit 
for  having  won  independence  against  the 
British. 

India  did  not  win  independence.  If  it did 
not  attach  itself  to  Britain,  it attaches 
itself  to  ~he Soviet  union.  And  more  than 
one­half  of  their  economy  depends  on  you. 
Did  you  not  mention  during  your  briefings 
that  India  owes  ten  billion  dollars  in  debt 
to  the  U.S.,  or  was  th~t all  debts? 
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That  was  all  debts  together.  It's not  
$10  billion  but  closer  to  $6  billion.  I  will  
have  to  check.  I  thought  it was  $10  billion  
to  everybody,  of  \­lhich  India  mved  60  percent.  
But  you  may  be  right.  I  have  to  check.  (To  
Lord:  can  you  check,  t1in?)  

That  includes  the  rupee  debt.  

Including  the  rupee  eebt,  that  is  correct.  
Yes.  And  one  can  mention  the  dollar  debt,  too.  

I  recall  your  President  told  us  the  various  
debts  at  the  World  bank  were  $10  billion.  

Yes.  When  one  includes  the  unilateral  debtE  
and  the  rupe~ debts  and  the  bilateral  debts,  
then  it is  $10  billion  and  probably  a  little  
more  even.  

That  is  also  something  you've  imparted  to  me.  
In  the  past,  I  had  not  knm·m  that.  And  if  yeu  
come  to  China  again,  besides  talking  politics,  
talk  a  bit of  philosophy  ~o me.  

I  \­lould  like  that  very  much,  Mr.  Chairman.  
That  was  my  first  love,  the  study  of  philosophy.  

Perhaps  it is more  difficult  to  do  no\.,r  as  
Secretary  of  State.  

Yes.  

And  they  say  you  are  a  galloping  horse  whose  
hooves  never  stop  (laughter).  

He  (Prime  Minister  Chou)  called  me  a  "cyclone"  
(laughter) •  

There  is  a  cyclone  around  the  world.  

Your  Vice  Foreign  Minister  told  me  your  views,  
Mr.  Chairman,  about  the  Arab  \vorld  \>lhen  he  
talked  to  me  in  October,  and  I  paid  great  
attention  to  tha~ • . 
That  is  the  i.latter  of  my  discussions  \·Jith  the 
Vice  President  of  Egypt  which  was  somehow 
gotten  hold  of  by  Lord  Chiuo  (alughter). 
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The  Secretary:   He  didn't  tell  me  who  he  had  talked  to. 

Chairman  Hao:   It was  Shafei.  Did  you  see  him? 

The  Secretary:   I  saw  Sadat  and  two  or  three  others. 

Chairman  Hao:   At  that  time  I  was  trying  to  persuade  him 
to  get  closer  to  you,  because  I  noted  that 

~ 

after  you  announced  your  position  as  Secretary 
State  and  you'd  only  been  that  a  few  days, 
you  met  the  Arab  Foreign  Ministers  and  later 
on  invited  them  to  lunch.  Only  the  Foreign 
Ministers  of  Iraq. Syria,  Libya,  and  South 
Yemen  declined.  I  think  even  Egypt  accepted. 

The  Secretary:   That  is  correct. 

Chairman  r.1ao:   That  is why  I  was  following  behind  you  (laugh 
I  was  very  happy  that  you  entertained  those 
Arab  Foreign  Ministers. 

The  Secretary:   Yes.  It was· my  first  official  function. 

Chairman  Mao:  And  yorir  predecessor,  the  previous  Secrtary, 
I  think  did  not  do  so. 

The  Secretary:   He  was  interested,  but  I  don't  think  he  ever. 
had  them  as  a  group. 

Chijirman  Mao:   And  these  Arab  countries,  which  spread  up  from 
the  Atlantic  to  the  Persian  Gul£,  account  for 
more  than  a  hundred  million  people .. 

Prime  Minister  Chou:  The  population  is  now  one  hundred  and  fifty 
. million. 

Chairman  Mao:   And  they  are  composed  of  19  countries. 
. 

The  Secretary:   And  we  are  making  a  major  effort  to  improve 
our  relations  with  them  and  take  this  very 
seriously. 

Chairman  Hao:   And  the  difficulties  are  also  great  because 
these  countries  are  both  united  and  engaged  in 
internal  struggles.  It  is  not  so  easy  to  deal 
with. 

• 

TSR  S~CRE~(SENSITIVE  
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The  Secretary: .  Libya  quarrels  with  all  its  neighbors. 
'(Prime l>1inister  Chou  leav.es  the  room.) 

Chairman  Mao:  

The  Secretary:  

Chairman  Mao:  

eo 

Ambassador  Bruce: 

Chairman  l'!ao: 

Prime  Minister  Chou: 

Chairman  Mao: 
.' 

Prime  Minister  Chou: 

Chairman  Huo: 
. 

TeP Sl'Klt£T/SENSITIVE 

Perhaps  he's  that  kind  of  cock  that  loves 
fighting.  That's  the  way  Krushchev  cursed  us. 
He  said  we  were  a  cock  that  liked  fighting. 

He  did  not  have  a  very  successful  visit here  !n 
1959. 

We  fell  out  by  1959.  We  began  to  fallout  ire 
1958  \'lhen  they  \vanted  to  control  China's  sea-
coast  and  also  China's  naval  ports.  M.Q 

during  my  discussions  \.;ith  them,  with  their 
Ambassador,  I almost  slammed  the  tabl.e,  and  ! 
gave  him  hell  (laughter).  ~~d he  ~eported 
that  to  Mosco\'1  and  Krusl1chev  carne.  ;.~t that 
time,  he  put  forth  the  notion  of  a  joint  flee~, 
that  is,  for  the  Soviet  Union  and  China  to 
form  a  joint  naval  fleet.  That  was  the  sug-
gestion  he  raised.  And  at  that  time,  he  ~as 
quite  arrogant  because  he  had  seen  Gene~al 
Eisenhower  who  was  then  President,  and  he 
attained  the  so­called  If spirit  of  CaIT,p  David." 
And  he  boasted  to  me  in  Peking  that  he  sot  to 
knm.;  the  President  and  the  two  English  v;orcs 
concerning  President  Eisenhower  were  that  he 
was  "my  friend."  (To  Ambassador  Bruce:  You 
knew  that? 

No,  I  never  knew  that. 

And  al so  a  piece  of  ne\'lS. Since  then,  he 
never  came  again.  But  he 'had  been  to  Vladivcsl 
and  he  went  there  from  China. 

There  he  made  an  anti~China speech. 

None  of  the  present  leaders  of  the  Soviet  
Union  have  been  as  far  eastward  as  Vladivoslc~ •  
Kosygin  himself  has  said  he  is  not  quite  clea=  
about  matters  in  Siberia.  (The  Chinese  chec~  

the  time.)  

It's  been­two  and  one­half  hours.  

And  there's  another  issue  I  \vould  like  to  
discuss  \'lith  you.  It  seems  today  we  have  

EXCLUSIVELY  EYES  ONLY', 
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too  long.  Over  t"l0  and  one­half  hours. 
'We  have  taken  up  time  originally  set  aside 
for  other  activities.  ,(Note:  He  meant 
Ambassador  Bruce's  reception.)  The  question 
I  would  like  to  discuss  is  that  I  am quite 
suspicious  that  if  the  Democratic  Party  comes 
into  office,  they  will  adopt  the  policy  of 
isolationism. 

That  is  a  very  serious  question,  Mr.  Chairman. 
I  think  there  may  be  trends  nOv1 among  the 
intellectuals  and  some  Democrats  in  the  directi 
of  isolationism.  On  the  other  hand,  objective 
realities  would  force  them  to  understand  that 
there  is  no  alternative  to  our  present  policy. 
Now,  wha't  damage  ''iould  be  done  until  they 
learned  this,  and. ,.;hether  they  uould  continue 
with  the  same  tactical  complexity,  this  I 

don't  know.  But  I think  they  \­iould  pursue 
the  present  course.  (The  last  sentence  is  not 
translated.) 

Then  you  seem  to  be  in  the  same  category  as  
myself.  We  seem  to  be  both  more  or  less  
suspicious.  

11m  SUSPl.Cl.OUS,  and  I have  some  questions 
about  some  leaders.  . But  I believe  the  over-
whe~ing necessity  of  the  situation will  force 
us  to  return  to  the  policy  we  are  nm.,  pursuing. 

But  this,  Hr.  Chairman,  is  "Thy  I believ­e  ";­e  
should  use  this  period,  when  all  of  us  are  
still  in  office  and  understand  the. situation,  
to  so  solidify  it that  no  alternative  will  be  
possible  anymore.  

And  this  is mainly  manifested  in  that  one  
point  ­­ that  is  the  advocacy  of  troop  ,.,ith- 
drawals  from  Europe.  

Yes. 

This  wil~ be  a  great  assistance  to  the  
Soviet  Union.  ~  

~le "lill  not  carry  it out  in  our  Administration. 
It occurs  in  tHO  things,  the  troop  't'lithdrai.\'als 

'lIClP rrpPRR"1"/SENSITIVE 
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from  Europe  and  ma~e;(less of  a  willing-
ness  to  be  very  brUtal  very  quickly  in  case 
there  is  a  challenge. 

.  
What  you  mean  by  "brutality"  is  probably  going 
to  war. 

If  necessary,  but •••• 

I  am  not  happy  you  are  putting  up  a  diplomatic 
front  to  me. 

If  necessary,  but  our  experience  has  been 
that,  if  they  know  we  are  going  to  war,  they 
draw  back.  Up  to  now,  they've  always  been 
afraid  of  us. 

Because  I  also  think  it would  be  better  not 
to  go  to  w'ar.  I'm  not  in  favor  of  that  eitl:er, 
though  I  I m well  knm·;n  as  a  \varmonger  (laughte.:::­) 
If  you  and  the  Soviet  Union  fight  a  vlar, I 
would  also  think  that  "iould  not  be  veJ:y  good. 
If  you  are  going  to  fight,  it "lOuld  be  better 
to  use  conventional  ,.;eapons,  and  leave  nuclear 
weapons  in  the  stockpile,  and  not  touch  them. 

l'Je will  not:  start  a  \'Tar  in  any  event. 

That t s  good.  I  heard  you  put  fonqard  the 
opinion  before  that  you  ,.,ant  to  gain  time. 

t'le want  to  gain  time,  but  we  also  "7ant  to  be  in 
a  position  that,  if  the  Soviet  Union  atLacks 
any  major  areas  we  discussed,  we  can  resist. 
And  it's  in  those  circumstances  we  haVE:  to  be 
prepared. 

That's  entirely  correct.  As  for  the  Soviet 
Union,  they  bully  the  weak,  and  are  afraid  of 
the  tough.  (Laughter  as  he  points  to  Hiss 
Wang  and  r.1iss  Tang.)  And  you  shouldn I t  try 
to  bully  either  Hiss  Hang  or  Hiss  Tang  because 
they  are  comparatively  soft. 

Mr.  Chair.man,  in  my  experience  they  are  not 
very  soft.  They  also  don't  carry  o~t the 
Chairman's  advice  (laughter). 
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She  (Miss  Tang)  is  Ameriean,  while  she 
(Miss  Wang)  is  a  Sovie~ spy  (laughter) • 

. (The  Chairman  then  got  up  unassisted  and 
escorted  the  Americans  to  the  outer  lobby. 
He  said  goodbye  to  the  Secretary,  ;~bassador 

Bruce,  and  Hr.  Lord  in  'curn,  and  asked 
photographers  to  take  pictures.  As  he  shook 
hands  \vi th  the  Secretary,  he  said  "and  please 
send  my  personal  greetings  to  President  Richarc 
Nixon."  The  Secretary  said  he  would  Cio  that. 
Ambassador  Bruce  and  Hr.  Lord  indicated  that 
it was  a  great  honor  to  see  Chairman  Mao.  The 
Chairman  mentioned  to  Mr.  Lord  that  he  had 
met  him  before,  and  Mr.  Lord  acknowledged  this . 

•  
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(There was informal conversation as Chairman Mao greeted the Secretary,
Ambassador Bruce, and Mr. Lord in turn while the photographers took pictures. The
Chairman said that he had not seen the Secretary in a long time and that he now had
a higher position. The Secretary responded that the Chairman looked well, and the
Chairman commented that he was fair. To Ambassador Bruce, the Chairman
commented that he was advancing in age like him, but younger. Ambassador Bruce
responded that he was not much younger. To Mr. Lord, the chairman noted that he
was very young.)

Chairman Mao: What did you discuss?

Prime Minister Chou: Expansionism.

The Secretary: That's correct

Chairman Mao: Who's doing the expanding, him (indicating the Secretary)?

Prime Minister Chou: He started it, but others have caught up.

The Secretary: The Foreign Minister criticizes us from time to time for the sake of
equilibrium, but I think he knows the real source.

Chairman Mao: But that expansionism is a pitiful one. You should not be afraid of
them.

The Secretary: We are not afraid of them, Mr. Chairman. Every once in a while we
have to take some strong measures as we did two weeks ago.

Chairman Mao: Those were not bad, those measures.

At that time, we were not yet able to persuade Egyptian Vice President Shafei. He
came here and said that they had no confidence in you. He said you were partial to
Israel. I said not necessarily. I said that those of Jewish descent are not a monolithic
block; for example, we cooperated with Engels and not with other Jewish capitalists.

The Secretary: The problem in the Middle East is to prevent it now from being
dominated by the Soviet Union.

Chairman Mao: They can't possibly dominate the Middle East, because, although their
ambition is great, their capacities are meager. Take, for instance, Cuba. You
intimidated them, and they left.

The Secretary: And since then we've done that a second time, although we did not
announce it. 
Chairman Mao: Recently?

The Secretary: Recently. They moved several submarines, and we moved several
ships, and they left.

Chairman Mao: I'm very suspicious that this country wants to have some relations
with us. At the beginning it was done through delegations sent by Castro. At that
time, the head of the Delegation was



Rodriguez. He led a delegation of six Latin American compatriots to China to try to
make peace with us on behalf of the Soviet Union. The second time they tried to
make peace through Ceaucescu of Romania, and they tried to persuade us not to
continue the struggle in the idealogical field.

The Secretary: I remember he was here.

Chairman Mao/Prime Minister Chou: That was long ago.

Prime Minister Chou: The first time he came to China. (Said in English.)

Chairman Mao: And the second time Kosygin came himself, and that was in 1960. I
declared to him that we were going to wage a struggle against him for ten thousand
years (laughter).

Interpreter: The Chairman was saying ten thousand years of struggle.

Chairman Mao: I also declared to him that neither of us two were socialists, and that
we had been labeled by you (Soviet Union) as being dogmatists and that this is
anti-Marxist. So I said let us also give you a title, and that is "revisionism." (Laughter)
And, therefore, neither of us is Marxist. And this time I made a concession to Kosygin.
I said that I originally said this struggle was going to go on for ten thousand years. On
the merit of his coming to see me in person, I will cut it down by one thousand years
(laughter). And you must see how generous I am. Once I make a concession, it is for
one thousand years. (Chou and Mao confer.)

And then there was another time, also Romania, and a Mr. Bordeoloski came also to
speak on behalf of the Soviet Union. This time I again made a concession of a
thousand years (laughter) You see, my time limit is becoming shorter and shorter.

And the fifth time the Romanian President Ceaucescu came again -- that was two
years ago -- and he again raised the issue, and I said "this time no matter what you
say, I can make no more concessions" (laughter).

The Secretary: We must adopt Chinese tactics.

Chairman Mao: There is now some difference between you and us. I do not speak with
such ease now because I've lost two teeth. And there is a difference between your
and our activities, that is, we just hit back at everything that comes. And we seized
upon the fact that the agreement reached between Prime Minister Kosygin and us
has never really been implemented, that is, the September 11, 1969, agreement at
the Peking Airport.

The Secretary: I explained to the Prime Minister, going in the car or elsewhere, that
our tactics are more complex and maybe less heroic, but our strategy is the same.
We have no doubt who is the principal threat in the world today. 

Chairman Mao: What you do is a Chinese kind of shadow boxing (laughter). We do a
kind of shadow boxing which is more energetic.

Prime Minister Chou: And direct in its blows.

The Secretary: That is true, but where there is a real challenge, we react as you do.



Chairman Mao: I believe in that. And that is why your recent trip to the Arab world
was a good one.

The Secretary: The Chairman is learning English.

Chairman Mao: Why is it in your country, you are always so obsessed with that
nonsensical Wategate issue? (There is much laughter on the Chinese side as the
interpreter tries to explain that she couldn't really translate the Chairman's wording
for "nonsensical" which really meant "to let out air." Prime Minister Chou asks Mr.
Lord if he knew the meaning of the Chinese word, "pee."  Mr. Lord said "no" and the
Prime Minister said that he could ask his wife. The Chinese side explained that it was
an adjective used to qualify the incident.)

The incident itself is very meager, yet now such chaos is being kicked up because of
it. Anyway, we are not happy about it.

The Secretary: But not in the conduct of foreign policy, Mr. Chairman, which will
continue on its present course, or in our capacity to take actions in crises as we've
shown.

Chairman Mao: Yes. And even in the domestic aspects, I don't think there's such an
overwhelming issue for you and the President

The Secretary: No. For me there is no issue at all because I am not connected with it
at all. The President, too, will master it.

Chairman Mao: What I mean by domestic aspects is your inflation, rising of prices,
increase in unemployment, because it seems that the number of unemployed has
been cut down by an amount and the U. S. dollar is relatively stable. So there doesn't
seem to be any major issue. Why should the Watergate affair become all exploded in
such a manner?

The Secretary: There are many complex factors, including the fact that there are
many old style politicians who dislike the President because he pursues unorthodox
policy. And too many intellectuals have become nihilistic and want to destroy
everything.

Chairman Mao: For instance, James Reston and Joseph Alsop are all now triggered
against President Nixon. I can't understand that.

The Secretary: I can understand James Reston because he follows others, and he is
always a reflection of the fashionable view. Joseph Alsop --I think -- that was a brief
aberration, and he will return to his original position very soon.

Chairman Mao: Do you think they are writing articles, for instance, in trying to taste
public opinion?

The Secretary: They all like to think that they are running the country. And they play
President alternately every other day and take turns at it (laughter). If we had paid
attention to them, Mr. Chairman, I'd never have been here on my first trip (laughter).
Everything important has been done against their opposition.

Chairman Mao: Yes. People say that Americans can keep no secrets.



The Secretary: That's true.

Chairman Mao: I think Americans can very well keep secrets.

The Secretary: That's basically true, Mr. Chairman, but you may be sure that as long
as we keep the information in the White House, you can be sure that nothing has ever
come out of our discussions.

Chairman Mao: Take the Cuban incident, for instance. Take, for instance, your visit to
China. And another situation would be your recent dealing with the Soviet Union. In
all these cases, secrets were kept quite well.

The Secretary: That's true. Things we can keep in my office, we can keep quite well.
But there are no secret with the Soviet Union. We always tell you everything we are
doing with the Soviet Union. There is nothing we are doing with the Soviet Union that
you don't know. You can count on that for the future.

The Soviet Union likes to create the impression that they and we have a master plan
to run the world, but that is to trap other countries. It's not true. We are not that
foolish.

Chairman Mao: You are always saying with respect to the Soviet Union something we
are ourselves are also saying. And your views seem approximately the same as ours,
that is, there is the possibility that the Soviet Union wants to attack China.

The Secretary: Well, Mr. Chairman, I used to think of it as a theoretical possibility.
Now I think it is more a realistic possibility, and I've said it, especially to your Prime
Minister and also your Ambassador. I think they above all want to destroy your
nuclear capability.

Chairman Mao: But our nuclear capability is no bigger than a fly of this size
(laughter).

The Secretary: But they are worried about what it will be ten years from now.

Chairman Mao: I'd say thirty years hence or fifty years hence.  And it is impossible for
a country to rise up in a short period.

The Secretary: Well, as I have said on many occasions, and as I said to the Chairman
last time, we believe that if this eventuality were to happen, it would have very
serious consequences for everybody. And we are determined to oppose it as our own
decision without any arrangement with China.

Chairman Mao: Their ambitions are contradictory with their capacity.

The Secretary: That may be true.

Chairman Mao: Beginning from their Pacific Ocean, there is the United States, there is
Japan, there is China , there is South Asia, and westward there is the Middle East, and
there is Europe, and the Soviet forces that are deployed along the lines through
Siberia way up to the Kurile Island only account for one-fourth of their forces.

Prime Minister Chou: East of the Urals.



The Secretary: A little closer to one-half. Two-fifths maybe.

Chairman Mao: Excluding the Middle East, that is. The Middle East would be counted
on the other side.

The Secretary: I see.

Chairman Mao: But that includes Kazakistan, the Uzbek Republic, Urquiz and other
small republics. Also, some other minority nationality troops stationed in the East. 

The Secretary: We know where every Soviet division is.  And we have occasionally
discussed some of this with you. But I agree with the Chairman… 

Chairman Mao: (Before translation) They have to deal with so many adversaries. They
have to deal with the Pacific. They have to deal with Japan. They have to deal with
China. They have to deal with South Asia which also consists of quite a number of
countries. And they only have a million troops here -- not enough even for the
defense of themselves and still less for attack forces: But they can't attack unless you
let them in first, and you first give them the Middle East and Europe so they are able
to deploy troops eastward. And that would take over a million troops.

The Secretary: That will not happen. I agree with the Chairman that if Europe and
Japan and the U.S. hold together -- and we are doing in the Middle East what the
Chairman discussed with me last time -- then the danger of an attack on China will be
very low.

Chairman Mao: We are also holding down a portion of their troops which is favorable
to you in Europe and the Middle East. For instance, they have troops stationed in
Outer Mongolia, and that had not happened as late as Krushchev's time. At that time
they had still not stationed troops in Outer Mongolia, because the Chienpao Island
incident occurred after Krushchev. It occurred in Brezhnev's time.

The Secretary: It was 1969. That is why it is important that Western Europe and China
and the U.S. pursue a coordinated course in this period.

Chairman Mao: Yes 

The Secretary: Because in that case, nobody will be attacked.

Chairman Mao: Japan's attitude is also good. 

The Secretary: That's very important, yes.

Chairman Mao: And the attitude of major European countries are not bad either.

The Secretary: Their attitude is better than their courage. (Prime Minister Chou
explains something in Chinese to Chairman Mao.)

Chairman Mao: The main trouble now is those small Nordic countries. (The
interpreters then corrected.) No, mainly the Benelux countries.

The Secretary: The Benelux countries and the Scandanavian countries, and there's
some ambiguity in the evolution of the German position.



Chairman Mao: In my opinion, Germany is still l a part of the West and will not follow
the Soviet Union, while Norway is quite fearful of the Soviet Union.  Sweden is a bit
wavering. Finland is slightly tended to be closer to the Soviet Union 

The Secretary: Because of its geographic position, not because of its conviction. 

Chairman Mao: That's correct. And they were very courageous during the war.  

The Secretary: Very.

Chairman Mao: They are the country of one thou sand legs.

Chairman Mao: The Soviet Union first carved out a part of their country and then gave
it back, and that country is not one to be easily offended. Because they are hemmed
in too close to the Soviet/Finish border.

Prime Minister Chou: Why were they cut off?

The Secretary: They did take part. They were in the Karelian Isthmus.

Chairman Mao: And even during the time of Hitler's occupation of Poland, Stalin still
did not dare attack some of the countries that used to exist along the Baltic Sea. 

The Secretary: But he took them shortly afterwards.

Chairman Mao: That was because Hitler attacked Poland, and the Soviet Union seized
the opportunity to act in such a manner. They tried an agreement of cooperation. The
Soviet Union was able to resist that opportunity to seize these three countries.

Perhaps these three representatives have embassies in your country.

The Secretary: And they still do, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman Mao: And the Soviet Union did not ask you first to abolish those embassies
before they established diplomatic relations with you. 

The Secretary: That is correct. 

Chairman Mao: In 1933.

The Secretary: In 1933, those countries still existed and we established diplomatic
relations in 1933.

Prime Minister Chou: It's not so convenient for them to go to the United Nations.

The Secretary: They are not in the United Nations.

Prime Minister Chou: They probably have some nationals residing in your country.

The Secretary: Yes. I frankly… they have ambassadors and are accredited, but I don't
know what they do.



Ambassador Bruce: They don't do anything. One of them appears. I think it is Estonia,
once a year, and gives and annual day reception (laughter). 

The Secretary: You're quite right. It has not affected our diplomatic relations with the
Soviet Union. 

Chairman Mao: Let's discuss the issue of Taiwan. The question of the U.S. relations
with us should be separate from that of our relations with Taiwan. 

The Secretary: In principle…. 

Chairman Mao: So long as you sever the diplomatic relations with Taiwan, then it is
possible for our two countries to solve the issue of diplomatic relations. That is to say
like we did with Japan. As for the question of our relations with Taiwan, that is quite
complex. I do not believe in a peaceful transition. (To the Foreign Minister) Do you
believe in it?

The Secretary: Do I? He asked the Foreign Minister.

Chairman Mao: I'm asking him (the Foreign Minister). (Prime Minister Chou said
something that was not translated.)

They are a bunch of counterrevolutionaries. How could they cooperate with us? I say
that we can do without Taiwan for the time being, and let' it come after one hundred
years. Do not take matters on this world so rapidly. Why is there need to be in such
great haste? It is only such an island with a population of a dozen or more million.

Prime Minister Chou: They now have 16 million.

Chairman Mao: As for your relations with us, I think they need not take a hundred
years.

The Secretary: I would count on that. I think they should come much faster.

Chairman Mao: But that is to be decided by you. We will not rush you. If you feel the
need, we can do it. If you feel it cannot be done now, then we can postpone it to a
later date.

The Secretary: From our point of view we want diplomatic relations with the Peoples
Republic. Our difficulty is that we cannot immediately sever relations with Taiwan, for
various reasons, all of them having to do with cur domestic situation. I told the Prime
Minister that we hope that by 1976, during 1976, to complete the process. So the
question is whether we can find some formula that enables us to have diplomatic
relations, and the utility of it would be symbolic strengthening of our ties, because, on
a technical level, the Liaison Offices perform very usefully.

Chairman Mao: That can do. 

The Secretary: What can do?

Chairman Mao: (Before translation) It can do to continue as now, because now you
still need Taiwan.



The Secretary: It isn't a question of needing it; it is a question of practical
possibilities.

Chairman Mao: That's the same (laughter). We are in no hurry about Hong Kong
either (laughter).

We don't even touch Macao. If we wanted to touch Macao, it would only take a slight
touch. Because that was a strong hold established by Portugal back during the Ming
Dynasty (laughter). Khrushchev has cursed us, saying why it is you don't want even
Hong Kong and Macao. And I've said to Japan that we not only agree to your demand
for the four northern islands but also in history the Soviet Union has carved out one
and a half million square kilometers from China.

The Secretary: As I see the problem of the diplomatic relations, Mr. Chairman, it's
this. On the question of Taiwan, I believe we have a very clear understanding to
which we will stick. So the problem we have is… also, the Liaison Offices are doing
useful work at this time. So the only question is whether at some point either or both
of us thinks it is useful demonstrate symbolically that out relationship is now normal
in every aspect. In that case, we should find a formula to make it possible, but it is
not a necessity. 

Chairman Mao: We have established diplomatic relations with the Soviet Union and
also with India, but they are not so very good. And they are not even as good as our
relations with you, which are better than our relations with them. So this issue is not
an important one. The issue of the overall international situation is an important one. 

The Secretary: I agree with the Chairman completely and on that we must understand
each other, and I believe we substantially understand each other. 

Chairman Mao: Our Chief of our Liaison Office was talking to you about grand
principles and referred to George Washington's opposing Britain.

The Secretary: Yes, he made a great speech to me a few weeks ago. I'd heard it
before from the Prime Minister.

Chairman Mao: That s e t of language can be cut down. And we are now f acing a
contradiction. On the one hand, we have supported various Arab countries against
Israeli Zionism. On the other hand, we have to welcome the U. S. putting the Soviet
Union on the spot, and making it so that the Soviet Union cannot control the Middle
East. Our Ambassador Huang Chen mentioned this support of the Arab world, but he
didn't understand t and the importance of U.S. resistance to the Soviet Union.

The Secretary: Well, I took him by surprise, and he repeated the formal position from
the United Nations (laughter). And I understand that publicly you have to take certain
positions, and it is not against our common position that you do so. But the reality is
that we will move matters toward a settlement in the Middle East, but we also want to
demonstrate that it was not done by Soviet pressures. 

So, whenever the Soviets press we must resist apart from the merits of the dispute.
Then when we have defeated them, we may even move in the same direction. We are
not against Arab aspirations; we are against their being achieved with Soviet
pressure. 

Chairman Mao: Exactly.



The Secretary: And that is our strategy right now.

Chairman Mao: And now there is a crucial issue, that is the question of Iraq, Bagdad.
We don't know if it is possible for you to do some work in that area. As for us, the
possibilities are not so very great.

Prime Minister Chou: It is relatively difficult to do that. It is possible to have contacts
with them, but it takes a period of time for them to change their orientation. It is
possible they would change their orientation after they have suffered from them.
They've already suffered once, that is with regard to the coup.

The Secretary: You can do good work in Iran, and Iran is active in Iraq. And we have
encouraged the Shah to establish good relations with you. Our strategy with Iraq is
first to try to win Syria away from it, and then to reduce its influence in sheikdoms
along the Persian Gulf. And then when it sees it can achieve nothing by leaning to the
Soviet Union, then we will move toward them. But first they have to learn that they
gain nothing from their present course.

Chairman Mao: And this country it contains no banks or coasts of the Arab gulf, that is
the Persian Gulf. Recently, your naval ships have gone in that part of the world. I said
that was good.

The Secretary: They are still there, and we will keep them there a little longer.

Chairman Mao: That is one carrier.

The Secretary: A carrier and escort ships. 

Chairman Mao: And the Soviet Union often passes through the Japanese straits, for
example, the Tsrumi Straits eastward to the vicinity of the Midway Islands. And they
go in and out of the Japanese Islands. Sometimes they test their missiles in the Pacific
Ocean, too.

The Secretary: Yes.

Chairman Mao: In my opinion, their aim is to tie down a portion of your strength in the
Pacific Ocean to avoid your sending a large number of troops westwards.

The Secretary: First, we don't mind their testing missiles in the Pacific, because this
makes it very easy to find out what their characteristics are. As for the fleet, our
difficulty about operating in the Indian Ocean and the Arab Sea has been that we
have not had a base in that area. But we have now developed an island called Diego
Garcia as a base, and we have also discussed with Pakistan the possibility of building
a port. And we are establishing very close relationships with the Shah of Iran. And I
believe you will see we will be stationing more in the Indian Ocean from now on.

Chairman Mao: Why is it that Iran is favoring the Soviet Union's Asian collective
security system?

The Secretary: First, of the leaders in the area that I know, the one who understands
the Soviet danger best is the Shah of Iran. And he's buying very large numbers now of
military equipment from us in order to defend himself against the Soviet Union and
also to be able to protect Pakistan. So if we sat here, Mr. Chairman, he would agree
completely with your analysis of the situation. But he has a tactical problem, and he
wanted to say that he was for peace in general. I think he made a mistake, but he is



not really for an Asian security system.

Prime Minister Chou:  He will be arriving in China during the first three months of next
year. (The Prime Minister and the Foreign Minister discuss the date.) It's going to be
postponed. It is not going to be so early.

The Secretary: He is very much interested in good relations with China, and we have
recommended it very strongly. And he sees your attitude and our attitude about
Pakistan and Afghanistan. 

Chairman Mao: It seems to me that the comparatively weaker place in the
contemporary international situation would still be Iraq.

The Secretary: Iraq right now is the most difficult place in that area.

Prime Minister Chou: (Laughing) Quadaffi went to Iraq to stir up something there.

Chairman Mao: What have they done now?

Prime Minister Chou: He has gone and returned. He went there to persuade them not
to accept a ceasefire.

The Secretary: Quadaffi is not the most stable intellect that leads countries right now.

Chairman Mao: He is a man I do not understand. There's another, that is South
Yemen. The President of South Yemen approached me. He said he wanted to sever
diplomatic relations with the Soviet Union. He asked me my opinion. I was not taken
in by him and said he must be prudent. Now they are tying themselves very closely to
the Soviet Union.

The Secretary: Very closely tied to the Soviet Union. And they are stirring things up all
over the Gulf.

Chairman Mao: Do you have diplomatic relations with them?

The Secretary: We have technically diplomatic relations with them but no useful
influence. But we give assistance to Muscat and Oman and North Yemen in order to
contain them. (The interpreter and Prime Minister Chou explain the location of Muscat
and Oman to the Chairman.)

Chairman Mao: Let's discuss something about Japan. This time you are going to Japan
to stay a few more days there.

The Secretary: The Chairman always scolds me about Japan. I'm taking theChairman
very seriously, and this time I'm staying two and a half days. And he's quite right. It is
very important that Japan does not feel isolated and left alone. And we should not
give them too many temptations to maneuver.

Chairman Mao: That is not to force them over to the Soviet side.

The Secretary: And not force them into too many choices, for example, between us.

Chairman Mao: That would not come about.



The Secretary: Not from our side either (not translated).

Chairman Mao: Their first priority is to have good relations with the United States. We
only come second.

The Secretary: We have no objection to good relations between Japan and China. We
want to prevent them from moving too close to the Soviet Union.

The Secretary: That's why if they do something in the Soviet Union, we sometimes
join them, so they are not all alone in facing the Soviet Union.

Chairman Mao: And we also encourage them to do things together with the United
States to avoid their being taken in.

Prime Minister Chou: Recently, Tanaka and others paid a visit to the United States.
Was that on the West Coast or in Hawaii?

The Secretary: No, he went to Washington before they went to the Soviet Union
during the summer. Our relations now are better than they were when l was here last
time. They are no longer so nervous (laughter).

Chairman Mao: They are afraid of you to lessen their fear. The Soviet Union is doing
its utmost to go all out to win them over, but Japan is not trustful of them. 

The Secretary: No, they had a very bad historical experience, and that is very
fortunate for all of us. And the Russian temperament doesn't harmonize very well
with the Japanese.

Prime Minister Chou: During Tanaka's visit to the Soviet Union, the Russians acted
very stupidly. 

Chairman Mao: They didn't have any discussions the first two days.

Prime Minister Chou: They lectured them.

Chairman Mao: They only made proposals about the resources of the Soviet Union.

The Secretary: Yes, they did that to us, too. It creates the impression they are trying
to buy us. But the proposal is that we have to invest there for ten years, and only
after everything is built, then they'll start paying us back (laughter). We have not yet
agreed and there is no prospect of an early agreement to any of their big projects.

Chairman Mao: And that includes most favored nation treatment. Now it is put on the
shelf. I thought it was good upon hearing that news. I think it is best to put it on the
shelf for a longer period of time.

The Secretary: But we would like to have MFN for China (laughter).

Chairman Mao: Not necessarily. So long as the Soviet Union doesn't get it, that would
be enough (laughter).

The Secretary: The prospects of that legislation are not very promising.



Chairman Mao/Prime Minister Chou: Is that so?

The Secretary: It won't be taken up again until February. That's in the House. And
then it must be taken up in the Senate. But all in all, it seems it will be finally passed
if not next year, the year after. The big problem, Mr. Chairman, is not the MFN clause,
because the Soviet Union doesn't have goods to sell us. The obstacles to Soviet trade
is not our duties, but the low quality of Soviet products.

Chairman Mao: But they can give you energy which you need.

The Secretary: Mr. Chairman, that is not exactly accurate. Even if they were able to
produce the natural gas they have claimed, and there is still some dispute about that,
it would only amount to about five percent of our needs. And it would take ten years
to deliver. And within that ten-year period, we will have developed domestic
alternatives, including natural gas in America. That makes it much less necessary, in
fact probably unnecessary, to import natural gas in quantities.

Chairman Mao: That would be good.

The Secretary: The problem is credits more than MFN. And those we have controlled
very rigidly. We haven't given any credits.

Chairman Mao: I'm lacking in knowledge and cannot understand this problem. I
cannot understand this. Probably what you said is correct. At present, the Soviet
Union seems in need of such great amounts as $8 billion in credits.

The Secretary: Yes, and we've given them up to now $330 million. They want $8
billion dollars just for natural gas.

Chairman Mao: Your President issued the Nixon Doctrine at Guam, I believe, and we
see that you are gradually realizing his policy in putting out the flames of war in
Southeast Asia. In this manner, you will be able to achieve a greater initiative.

The Secretary: That is correct.

Chairman Mao: What you issued was a new Atlantic Charter. (There was some
discussion of the translation of this word and the difference between "Charter and
"Constitution.") But they mean the same thing. 

The Secretary: I would think we will realize the basic objective of that proposal within
the first half of that year. Most of the Charter is already drafted in the military sphere;
we've almost completed a draft, and in the political sphere, we've almost completed
drafting it. The economic one requires more work.

Chairman Mao: In the economic field, there are some contradictions.

The Secretary: Yes. That's true, but they have to be overcome too, because of the
great need, and I think we can work them out. Our press always concentrates on
disagreements. Those diplomats who are willing to talk publicly are usually least
reliable, and their reports are always published. But basically, we are making good
progress.

Chairman Mao: That is why I believe it will be greatly difficult for the Soviet Union to
seize Europe and put it on its side. They have such ambition but great difficulty.



The Secretary: I think it is very difficult for them to seize militarily, and if they attempt
it, they will certainly have to fight us. (Chairman Mao talks to Prime Minister Chou.)

The greatest danger with the Soviet Union is where they either move land armies
quickly, as in Czechoslovakia, or make a sudden air attack in areas where they think
we will not do anything.

Chairman Mao: Take, for instance, the manner of their actions in Czecholslovakia. It is
completely unseemly. For instance, they engaged in intriguing against
Czechoslovakia; they sent civilian aircraft and used troops in the civilian aircraft.

The Secretary: To control the Prague Airport. 

Chairman Mao: Later they sent troops there. Others thought they carried civilian
passengers in that aircraft, but they sent troops. In that manner, they were able to
control the Prague Airport. They sent troops there and reduced Czechoslovakia to
inertia.

The Secretary: That's true. That's exactly how it happened.

Chairman Mao: And, therefore, in my opinion, with regard to the Soviet Union, it has a
great ambition and that is, it wishes to seize in its hands the two continents of Europe
and Asia, and North Africa and elsewhere, but they will have trouble doing that.

The Secretary: As long as countries that are threatened stay united. (Chairman Mao
toasts everyone with his tea.)

Chairman Mao: They made use of the opportunities when both of your feet were stuck
in the quagmire of Southeast Asia. And in this, your President can't take all the blame
for that. The Johnson Administration was responsible for that.

The Secretary: Where did they take advantage of their opportunity?

Chairman Mao: That is to enter Czechoslovakia. 

Prime Minister Chou: And also India.

Chairman Mao: And I don't pay so much attention to these minor thing s. That is, they
have so-called nonaggression pacts with Egypt, Iraq and India, like the Treaty of
Friendship with India. I don't believe that settles things. Therefore, we would not
agree to any such treaties when they propose them to us.

The Secretary: Yes. I have noticed that.

Chairman Mao: And there are some people here who are commenting that you had
lost an opportunity to take action when you did not do so when Egypt chased out
Soviet military personnel. The commentary goes that at that time you should have
assisted Egypt a bit. Upon hearing that I thought further. I thought that because at
that time both your feet were in the whole of Southeast Asia, and you had not yet
climbed out.

The Secretary: You are quite right, Mr. Chairman. There were two problems. We had
our election. And, secondly, we were still in Vietnam, and we couldn't tackle both at
once.



Chairman Mao: That is so. You are now freer than before.

The Secretary: Much more.

Chairman Mao: And the philosopher of your motherland, Hegel, has said -- I don't
know whether it is the correct English translation -- "freedom means the knowledge of
necessity."

The Secretary: Yes.

Chairman Mao: Do you pay attention or not to one of the subjects of Hegel's
philosophy, that is, the unity of opposites?

The Secretary: Very much. I was much influenced by Hegel in my philosophic
thinking.

Chairman Mao: Both Hegel and Feuerbach who came a little later after him. They
were both great thinkers. And Marxism came partially from them. They were
predecessors of Marx. If it were not for Hegel and Feuerbach, there would not be
Marxism.

The Secretary: Yes. Marx reversed the tendency of Hegel, but he adopted the basic
theory.

Chairman Mao: What kind of doctor are you? Are you a doctor of philosophy?

The Secretary: Yes (laughter).

Chairman Mao: Yes, well, then won't you give me a lecture?

The Secretary: I think the Chairman knows much more philosophy than I. And he has
written profoundly about philosophy. I used to shock my colleagues, Mr. Chairman, by
assigning essays from your collected works, in my courses in the 1960s at Harvard.

Chairman Mao: I, myself, am not satisfied with myself. The main thing is that I don't
understand foreign languages and, therefore, I am unable to read books of Germans
or Englishmen or Americans.

The Secretary: I can't read German in its original form. I must translate into English,
because it is too complicated in its original form. This is quite true. Some of the points
of Hegel - quite seriously - I understand better in English than German, even though
German is my mother language.

Prime Minister Chou: Because of the intricate structure of the German grammar, it is
sometimes gets misinterpreted if one doesn't understand the grammar correctly.
Therefore it's not easy to understand German language and especially the reasoning
of various works.

Chairman Mao: (To Prime Minister Chou) Don't you know some German?

Prime Minister Chou: I learned it in my youth; now I've forgotten it.

The Secretary: German sentences are long, and the grammar is involved. Therefore,



it's easier to understand English than German. One of the characteristic of the
German language. . . . 

Prime Minister Chou: Yesterday, a few of those who know German were joking
together that German sentences are so long in length that there are quite a few
pages, and one does not understand the sentences until you find that the final verb,
and the verb is at the very end. That, of course, is exaggerated. One sentence not
take several pages.

Chairman Mao: Did you meet Kuo Mo-juo who understands German. Now we are
discussing Hegel, and I give you an opinion.

The Secretary: I don't know the gentleman that the Chairman was mentioning.

Chairman Mao: He is a man who worships Confucius, but he is now a member of our
Central Committee.

Let's go back to Hegel. In Hegel's history of philosophy, he mentioned Confucius how
he showed great disrespect. He showed more respect for Laotze, but he showed the
greatest respect for the philosophy of Indian Buddhism.

The Secretary: I don't quite agree with him (the Chairman) on that last point. That's a
very passive philosophy.

Chairman Mao: And I also believe that that was not a correct way of saying. And this
is not only true of Hegel.

The Secretary: There is a sentimental love affair between Western intellectuals and
India based on a complete misreading of the Indian philosophy of life. Indian
philosophy was never meant to have a practical application.

Chairman Mao: It's just a bunch of empty words.

The Secretary: For Ghandi, nonviolence wasn't a philosophic principle, but because he
thought the British were too moralistic and sentimental to use violence against. They
are nonsentimental people. For Ghandi it was a revolutionary tactic, not an ethical
principle.

Chairman Mao: And he himself would spin his own wool and drink goat's milk.

The Secretary: But it was essentially a tactical device for him. 

Chairman Mao: And the influence of Ghandi's doctrine on the Indian people was to
induce them into non-resistance.

The Secretary: Partly, but also given the character and diversity of the English people,
it was only a way to conduct the struggle against the British. SO I think Ghandi
deserves credit for having won independence against the British.

Chairman Mao: India did not win independence. If it did not attach itself to Britain, it
attaches itself to the Soviet Union. And more than one-half of their economy depends
on you. Did you not mention during your briefings that India owes ten billion dollars in
debt to the U.S., or was that all debts?



The Secretary: That was all debts together. It's not $10 billion but closer to $6 billion.
I will have to check. I thought it was $10 billion to everybody, of which India owed 60
percent. But you may be right. I have to check. (To Lord: can you check, Win?)

Prime Minister Chou: That includes the rupee debt.

The Secretary: Including the rupee debt, that is correct. Yes. And one can mention the
dollar debt, too.

Chairman Mao: I recall your president told us the various debts at the World bank
were $10 billion.

The Secretary: Yes. When one includes the unilateral debts and the rupee debts and
the bilateral debts, then it is $10 billion and probably a little more even.

Chairman Mao: That is also something you've imparted to me. In the past, I had not
known that. And if you come to China again, besides talking politics, talk a bit of
philosophy to me.

The Secretary: I would like that very much, Mr. Chairman. That was my first love, the
study of philosophy.

Chairman Mao: Perhaps it is more difficult to do now as Secretary of State.

The Secretary: Yes.

Chairman Mao: And they say you are a galloping horse whose hooves never stop
(laughter).

The Secretary: He (Prime Minister Chou) called me a "cyclone" (laughter).

Chairman Mao: There is a cyclone around the world.

The Secretary: Your Vice Foreign Minister told me your views, Mr. Chairman, about
the Arab world when he talked to me in October, and I paid great attention to them.

Chairman Mao: That is the matter of my discussions with the Vice President of Egypt
which was somehow gotten hold of by Lord Chiao (laughter).

The Secretary: He didn't tell me who he had talked to.

Chairman Mao: It was Shafei. Did you see him?

The Secretary: I saw Sadat and two or three others.

Chairman Mao: At that time I was trying to persuade him to get closer to you,
because I noted that after you announced your position as Secretary State and you'd
only been that a few days you met the Arab Foreign Ministers and later on invited
them to lunch. Only the Foreign Ministers of Iraq-Syria, Libya, and South Yemen
decline. I think even Egypt accepted.

The Secretary: That is correct.



Chairman Mao: And your predecessor, the previous Secretary, I think he did not do
so.

The Secretary: He was interested, but I don't think he ever had them as a group.

Chairman Mao: And these Arab countries, which spread up from the Atlantic to the
Persian Gulf, account for more than a hundred million people.

Prime Minister Chou: The population is now one hundred and fifty million.

Charmain Mao: And they are composed of 19 countries.

The Secretary: And we are making a major effort to improve our relations with them
and take this very seriously.

Chairman Mao: And the difficulties are also great because the countries are both
united and engaged in internal struggles. It is not so easy to deal with.

The Secretary: Libya quarrels with all its neighbors. (Prime Minister Chou leaves the
room.)

Chairman Mao: Perhaps he's that kind of cock that loves fighting. That's the way
Khrushchev cursed us. He said we were a cock that liked fighting.

The Secretary: He did not have a very successful visit here in 1959.

Chairman Mao: We fell out by 1959. We began to fall out in 1958 when they wanted
to control China's sea coast and also China's naval ports. And during my discussions
with them, with their Ambassador, I almost slammed the table, and I gave him hell
(laughter). And he reported that to Moscow and Khrushchev came. At that time, he
put forth the notion of a joint fleet, that is, for the Soviet Union and China to form a
joint naval fleet. That was the suggestion he raised. And at that time, he was quite
arrogant because he had seen General Eisenhower who was then President, and he
attained the so-called "spirit of Camp David." And he boasted to me in Peking that he
got to know the President and the two English world concerning President Eisenhower
were that he was "my friend." (To Ambassador Bruce: You know that?

Ambassador Bruce: No, I never knew that.

Chairman Mao: And also a piece of news. Since then, he never came again. But had
been to Vladivostok and he went there from China.

Prime Minister Chou: There he made an anti-China speech.

Chairman Mao: None of the present leaders of the Soviet Union have been as far
eastward as Vladivostok. Kosygin himself has said he is not clear about matters in
Siberia. (The Chinese check the time.)

Prime Minister Chou: It's been two and one-half hours.

Chairman Mao: And there's another issue I would like to discuss with you. It seems
today we have talked too long. Over two and one-half hours. We have taken up time



originally set aside for other activities. (Note: He meant Ambassador Bruce's
reception.) The question I would like to discuss is that I am quite suspicious that if the
Democratic Party comes into office, they will adopt the policy of isolationism.

The Secretary: That is a very serious question, Mr. Chairman. I think there may be
trends now among the intellectuals and some Democrats in the direction of
isolationism. On the other hand, objective realities would force them to understand
that there is not alternative to our present policy. Now, what damage would be done
until they learned this, and whether they would continue with the same tactical
complexity, this I don't know. But I think they would pursue the present course. (The
last sentence is not translated.)

Chairman Mao: Then you seem to be in the same category as myself. We seem to be
both more or less suspicious. 

The Secretary: I'm suspicious, and I have some questions about some leaders. But I
believe the overwhelming necessity of the situation will force us to return to the
policy we are now pursuing.

But this, Mr. Chairman, is why I believe we should use this period, when all of us are
still in office and understand the situation, to so solidify it that no alternative will be
possible anymore.

Chairman Mao: And this is mainly manifested in that one point - that is the advocacy
of troop withdrawals from Europe.

The Secretary: Yes.

Chairman Mao: This will be a great assistance to the Soviet Union.

The Secretary: We will not carry it out in our Administration. It occurs in two things,
the troop withdrawals from Europe and may be a less of a willingness to be very
brutal very quickly in case there is a challenge.

Chairman Mao: What you mean by "brutality" is probably going to war.

The Secretary: If necessary but. . . .

Chairman Mao: I am not happy you are putting up a diplomatic front to me.

The Secretary: If necessary, but our experience has been that, if they know we are
going to war, they draw back. Up to now, they've always been afraid of us.

Chairman Mao: Because I also think it would be better not to go to war. I'm not in
favor of that either, though I'm well known as a warmonger (laughter). If you and the
Soviet Union fight a war, I would also think that would not be very good. If you going
to fight, it would be better to use conventional weapons, and leave the nuclear
weapons in the stockpile, and not touch them.

The Secretary: We will not start a war in any event.

Chairman Mao: That's good. I heard you put forward the opinion before that you want
to gain time. 



The Secretary: We want to gain time, but we also want to be in a position that, if the
Soviet Union attacks any major areas we discussed, we can resist. And it's in those
circumstances we have to be prepared.

Chairman Mao: That's entirely correct. As for the Soviet Union, they bully the weak,
and are afraid of the tough. (Laughter as he points to Miss Want and Miss Tang.) And
you shouldn't try to bully either Miss Wang or Miss Tang because they are
comparatively soft.

The Secretary: Mr. Chairman, in my experience they are not very soft. They also don't
carry out the Chairman's advice (laughter).

Chairman Mao: She (Miss Tang) is American, while she (Miss Wang) is a Soviet spy
(laughter).

(The Chairman then got up unassisted and escorted the Americans to the outer lobby.
He said goodbye to the Secretary, Ambassador Bruce, and Mr. Lord in turn, and asked
photographers to take pictures. As he shook hands with the Secretary, he said "and
please send my personal greetings to President Richard Nixon." The Secretary said he
would do that. Ambassador Bruce and Mr. Lord indicated that it was a great honor to
see Chairman Mao. The Chairman mentioned to Mr. Lord that he had met him before,
and Mr. Lord acknowledged this.)


