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Summary:

President Rhee writes to General Coulter to address the issue of prisoners of war. After
stating that releasing POWs would “demoralize” Korean soldiers, Rhee expresses his
concern for POWs forced to fight in the North’s side. Rhee states that
“democratic-accepting” POWSs can be released only after they pass a series of tests
proving them to be anti-communist. Once released, these POWs can “carry their stories
of fair treatment under a democratic United Nations.”
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May 3, 1951

My dear Gemsrel Coulter:

I have your letier of April 26th advising ths Prime
Minister of the military decision that prisoners of wer should
not be relesased prior to the cessshion of hestilities. Under
ordinary ociroumstances this is a wise and proper decision.

The morele of the fighting men could be seriously undermined
if they thought that prisonsrs of war who had recently been

fighting against them and killing them were being permitted

to go free and avoid further danger.

Howsver, there is a distinction to be drawn between
prisoners of war gensrally and certain prisoners of war whe
have been captured with North XKorean Corsmmist treops., It is
a well known faot that many Korean nationals living in that
part of this country which was and is under Commmnist emtrol,
were forced to join the Communiast armies against their will,
Many of these men aro not Communists at all and should not
be considered as such. To continue to hold them as primoners,
treating them as Communists, may very well have the effect of
making Communists out of then,

Since it has been decided that no priseners of war are

to be released, it arpears to me that the nsxt bast thing is
to permit the Republic of Xores to send in Juiges or other
offiecials to examine the Kerean prisonsrs for the purpese of

ogrogating these who are not Commmnists froem those who are.

ore are all shades of faith in the Cosmmnist ideslegy md
the prisonsrs should be acreened so that the dmgerows elements,
the anti-governmeri prisoners and viclent Commmist sympsthisers,
-are not left in position to indostrinate those XKoreams who
ve been uawilling to ascept Communiss,
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Lt.Gen, John B, Coulter
+ Deputy Cemsaanding General
; Eighth United States Army
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One of the fundamenta) precepts, comson to all dewocrztis
governments, is the presumption of innocencs and the right to _
a fair trisl. Under ardinsry conditions of war there is littls
or no qusstion zbout the bellefs and inclinations of the eneny
and strict adherence to the Rules of Land Werfire is entirely
appropriate, But in Korea the warfare cozbines both military
and ideological tactica. A high parcentage of the troops of
the Comminist enemy is ready and wlling to accept Democracy
as opposed to Communism, Sereening arxl examing processss ean
disecover them and they can be segregated, proving to all the
people that Demncracy is a vitel, functioning, equitable force
even in tine of war.

Once the segregation has been completed, I wuld suggest
further that those mrisoners who never bare srms against the
United Nations forces be released and not held as prisoners of
war. Lst them return to their homes and farwms where they are
neaded, carrying with them the story of feir gtreatment under
the democratic processes practiced by the United Hations.

1 would appreciate it very much if you would use your
good of fices to obtain permission for the appropriste RCK
officiels to investigete, screen and mske suggestions to the
United Naticns officisls conserning the segregation and possible
release of selacted prisoners of war, In case the United Nations
officials should desire to exsmine the priscners wvhon the
Korean juiges have already tried, I w1l instruct the julges
to turn their court records to them so that they may check the
decisions of the Korean judges. :

Sincerely yours,




