Digital Archive

. . - digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org
International History Declassified

W Wilson
Center

May 8, 1954

Letter, President Syngman Rhee to General Van
Fleet

Citation:
"Letter, President Syngman Rhee to General Van Fleet", May 8, 1954, Wilson Center
Digital Archive, B-012-009, Official Correspondences, President Rhee’s Correspondences,

Syngman Rhee Institute, Yonsei University.
https://wilson-center.drivingcreative.com/document/118176

Summary:

The United States has appropriated the ROK a billion dollars’ worth of weapons and
supplies. Rhee gives General Van Fleet full control of these funds and encourages him to
help transform the ROK into a self-supporting nation. Instead of buying Japanese goods,
Korea should set-up her own arms and ammunition producing machines.
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My doar Gmerol Ven FI2ét,

T s glad to hear of your decision to go o Ll

Washington and return gbout 10 Sune, I ez surg .. .

sverything you plfm vill coms out as you vishe -
Mre. Rhos and I would ke to know vhab ¥

can do for Mra, Van Flest and wo vish she could =

stey hora, You know we will do owr bast to takg '_ S
care of hor and you wonk have to worry.aboud any= ' = .-
“thing. . NIRRT S

I hops soen %o rocaive y‘oui' lebt'er;‘ rogdhding ) i :

youi' desire to snzage the Bando Hotel roocms, .

Anbasssador Dean saj_d' thig afbernoon £ha£ v 1;7;-“ REP
had roceived word from Wachington thatthe United = .

States Govornment had deoidsd to appropriste a .
billion dollara worth of weapons and supplies 6

the Republdo of Koros, but we wuld ke to have

assurance that thore will be no agenoy of organite

ation of any kinl to oxeroize any authority over .

the use of such funds and materials . We want you
to have sole powor to use the funds end materials

in congulbation with the Govermmont of tho Republids -
Wo do not want anyons to use the funds for tho puvohase

of Japaness goods or machines, tatt desire to sob up

our machines to produce our owa arms and wemmition as A
far an possible; othorvise wo cannot maks Koreaa . ©
self supporting nation with the muge aivy we will .

carry, oven with U3 support,

With my very good wishes and hopos for é\iu*
success in your gro-t missicn, _ T

Varreat regardse SRR
- Yours alnserolys

Qanoral James A. Van Fload,
PUSAN.
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