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The following 18 .the gist. ef the talks ocarried on between.Mrp, Kim.
Koo and Minister Liu YW-mah, COhinese Minister at Seoul, oven.an.:
~Rour beginning fromIIiDP &. mJ,.July 11th, 1948, in & surpnise

visit made by,t@eig%ﬁ;P$Qr, VI ; . N
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Aus ave been holding you in great esieem as an honest men,

L;;oreItgixfrgr ah"otheg‘ioason. I myself am & plain outspoken.
man, though I am d&iplomay, mg appointment to Seoul beinglqhelth _
very first job.of offioclal character. I have, come  to ta‘g w
you a8 hetween an honest-man and an honest. men, even if I ‘have

. to offend you sometim s, L v

Kim: (mebely'pqu,appreoiathn.)v

: er Bifice my return from the trip to Shanghal as one .of the

Ll%Nfofgniabioneraf not & éay prassed without ' my wlshing very much
to see you, I Xnow your dsughter-in-law is away to China, So

‘18 your son. Um, too, isTMot 1Iving with you, I mever thought
of any one else who could interpret for me, So you see hdw I
‘could not come. and see you as often as I wishe@.-

Kim: It 16 true that those you mentloried are not with me naw, but
. 8%111 I have someone elae wlth me who can serve you ag interpreter. .

Liu: I hdave & letter for you from O Chul-sung. but left at the legatia . -,
You shall get ‘1t lster on. Ohinese Foreign Minister Wang {8ieh-gul
will soon follow it wp with lHis.own. WActually President Ghlang Kal-
.shek meant to.do so himself, but he was advised by the Forelgn Min-
ister to wait t1ll he recsived my report of thise interview, I knoew.
~ all these three letters ‘will oonvey one same mesage, that ls,.do
"ask you to cooporaie.ﬁith~nr;;Rheoq-;We_aIinhearf{Ey wish Dr. Khee
and you and Dr, Kimm KyusSIs vongertedly to uphold the South Korean
regime, ‘There is.-& -Chiness proysrb saylng, uﬁrotﬁiﬁl‘muyjqu:rre% \
~witHIn 'the house, hut they -must not invite, in so doing, autslders
1nsult,” Whatever differences.you-uay lave among yourselvies, you
are Btill dbrothers in the face of the comson danger of the Soviet-
‘dominated wor-ld communiem, I regard Kim y 212) 1 9% :
BT N tEXe My, WOTEs a8 thcse a2ddresied by & .con to hie own
father from the bottom of his heart, even if they happen tp hurt,
If you believe in Oommunism and mean to subscribe to it, thoughtl
TBIUBe Lo suppose you do, please say 80, And we shall part political
enemies never to see eath other again, ' - ’

<007 Kimill(gravely, smiling) I knew.all the time what was coming. 48 a .
e - 'fact I-have gomething on my mind, which I have kept away éven from
S : the,clqsesp-o my ooelleagues and which I think 1t improper to di-
N © vulge 1té6.you now,. I tell you this muoh; in no distant future, I
will muke ‘everything elear, whether my frisnds, including you, like
it or net,- I hepe you can walt, can't you?. o

"Liu; 1 do not ask you to tell me what is in your mind now, On the
' .oontrary, I even ask you.not to,. .fell, ‘I have done with the message
K - .1 am entrusted with, but I should.like, wiih your -permissipn, to
A glve my persoenal ¥iews which, I hope, will™ Perhaps .of some uss in

making :your rinal’deciaiou;regarding:yhat you are turning over in
“your mind. -, T . : e ’

Kim: -(seems to show an expression of -¢lvil acquiescence, though not
of anything like welcome,) . ‘ : ‘ ’

Lius . Whenever .I sounded Dr, Rhee .on ‘the possibility of his coopera~ -
© ‘tien with you, his amswer 1nvar1ab1y;wg5j““I?'EE‘%EE?E‘?B‘?Urk—wttn :
‘he, I'an willing to’ ge more than half way to.méet him," I always
‘went away with an_impression that Dr, Rhee would welcome the ideadiof
. offering, .say, the vice 'prestdency te yeu, I know you are. above
~1t% all.and.may. FIgATIY. Tee -8uch & peint being toushed at
ally You . may say,’ "Ge to- Hell w;tﬁ19§ce- residency or any other
... sovernmental.positienl' K But, if you mean to cooperate with Dr. .
. Rhee, holding such.a positien. in the now-forming government will . _
. De, .8t least, ‘symbelioal. value in that 1t will clear)y demonstratyg ; .
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v vne r;gh L8t unlty to the people e8peclally to your own bewild -
= _ followers. ' You have a- -long slorioua reoordyor ratriotic” aeqas*§§§%ﬁa

-y, A demage had been done .to that record by your recent gctivities
ln conneﬁffon with the so-called North and South Korean Leaders

d T Gon-
ference held in.” Ung ang. I know of instances where Korears, . when
taken prisoner A N China by the Communists and .in fear for thelr

lives, Were found explainins 10 their captors, "We sre Mr, ¥im Koo's
rollowers, you . kXnoW how Doy : ommuntst causé‘”‘“If‘Is‘Ia

" . fhentable for. all you5_??I3ﬁEB“t;*Ezsfyaﬁ?‘EIBFI3ﬁi"§EEf‘recora und““t .
L “inthis - . : :

in’'this way.

Kim:, I ‘know that myself well eunough, The cdhmunists in the north bake
me ‘for their collaborator, A8'I told Fou, everyovodyl
) whers I EtandT I do not mean, however, to take part in the SOuth
L Eoréan Goverument, . You know Dr. Rhee i captivated, so to dveak,

by the Deémocratic Party ‘people and ¥§ 8§ to do a8 they wisgh him’ to.
4 1?% (J i

If I go in, unavoidable differencd t up troubles, I hed better
, stay out., I hate being 1nvolved ‘in & &irty politieal aquab

.. Liwg: That geems to constitute rather & reeson for going in t sen for
. ‘staylng out, Dr, Rhee hzas under hin many old colleagues of Jours eucn
‘‘ag Sin Ik—heui .13 Chung-ohun, and Li ‘Bum-guk, Unlees they ere
‘etrengthened by your narticipation, everything will go the Demaoratic
Party way, ‘Dr, Rhee.will not be sble to restrain that party eingle-
hended, even if he sometimes fidds it -advisadle to do.so for ‘the sake
of the country.,  Your going in.and checking them will Btiengthen Dry
Rnee's hand, while your desertion will eventually mean leavivg the
Doctor to the mercy of that party whog.you believe, should nolt con-
trol the destlny or, the nation unrestrainea and unchecked.

Kim} (a.tter repeating ‘Whet he elready ,sadd, politieal equaoole and
- 21l that) Moreover, ‘through a certain poiitioal party's smearing
campaign, I am uhiversally .dubbed as anti-American, though I regerd
only Chine eand the United Etates as positively heéelpful neighour na-
tious of Eorea. Hince we neéed the American aid for our nrtisnel up-
. oullding; my. prefence..in . the governmment setup wlll preyeaipreudicial
"~ to the national intereats by chilling American. yﬁpatny. T

Liu: You are wrong. Even Dr, Rhee was once maligned as being .anti-
American,. Now the Americans have to come round and support Him.,
Eorean government 15, after all the exclusive affalr of the Koreans, !
It does not matter how you are thousht of by,fhe Admericane in Koree, i
They are going anyway.: Even Gen, Hodge will ecalled in time, per- .
haps’ with honeur, without disgrace, But.go he will, Your unlty and

wholo-hearted UN backing will probably expedite their going, if any-
‘thlns.

Eim:. Do. you thlnk that China will be the very first nation to recog-
nize the South Korean Government?

‘Liu: I am not in- a poaition to. assure you of that. But I have mo doubt
that China, America end England will do so simultaneously 2t the
earliest paaaible apportunlty. . .

' Kim._ Don‘t you thénk it poseible Ior Amerioa to bahk down?

i,

. oo
Liu: Imposslble, ror fhe American people is. solidly backing Korean "i
indepen&anoe. o

/

Kim. .One’ of . the motivoa for golng to, the Leaders Conference ¥88 %o
‘8es " the actual thinga happenins in North Korea, Even-if the Communisxs
. Red Arm

gtop;expandl - for tliree years to come, all the
efforte In South Korea -wlll'

rdly be able to build up an army fmy_to
- the present strengih of the réed AYmy.. bR ST uss Bns w €aglly Bet

on withuxt‘f‘burr ns gme, Tor Ule moment
8 government 1s set. up H re

the People's Republic will be proclainet.
. Lin: It will not happen unless 'RuB61&. meAns War Which Bhe doeen t.-
) "In the past. Russia recoiled twice before intermational coersion, ouce
~ .. from Korea- and ‘the ‘other time from the Laotung Peninsula, Probably
‘she will do 8¢ . agaln under the impact of the roused world opiunion
working through UN, If the government now being set up is to be an
American puppet 'just as the northern regime 48 a Russian one, I ocould
_ easlly undersiend your stand to collaborate with neither, with ON
- backing, 1t Will be a. sovereign.one, a base to win union from, The
-.«-.___...r.eaku_.vou £ind 1%, _1the more . unnsse::x&i_msh.@ Reight you throw_in, ‘
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(To Be Kept in Strict Secrecy)

The following is the gist of the talks carried on between Mr. Kim Koo [Kim Gu] and
Minister Liu Yu-man [Liu Yuwan], Chinese Minister at Seoul, over an hour beginning
from 11:00 a.m., July 11th, 1948, in a surprise visit made by the Minister.

Liu: I have been holding you in great esteem as an honest man, more than for any
other reason. | myself am a plain outspoken man, though | am a diplomat, my
appointment to Seoul being the very first job of official character. | have come to talk
with you as between an honest man and an honest man, even if | have to offend you
sometimes.

Kim: (merely nods appreciation.)

Liu: Ever since my return from the trip to Shanghai as one of the UN Commissioners,
not a day passed without my wishing very much to see you. | know your
daughter-in-law is away to China. So is your son. Um, too, is not living with you. |
never thought any one else who could interpret for me. So you see how | could not
come and see you as often as | wished.

Kim: It is true that those you mentioned are not with me now, but still | have someone
else who can serve you as interpret.

Liu: | have a letter for you from O Chul-sung, but left [it] at the legation. You shall get
it later on. Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Sish-gul [Wang Shijie] will soon follow up
with his own. Actually President Chiang Kai-shek [Jiang Jieshi] meant to do so himself,
but he was advised by the Foreign Minister to wait till he received my report of this
interview. | know all these three letters will convey one same message, that is, to ask
you to cooperate with Dr. [Syngman] Rhee. We all heartily wish Dr. Rhee and you and
Dr. Kimm Kyusic [Kim Gyu-sik] concredtedly to uphold the South Korean regime.
There is a Chinese proverb saying, "Brothers may quarrel within the house, but they
must not invite, in so doing, outsiders' insult." Whatever differences you may have
among yourselves, you are still brothers in the face of the common danger of the
Soviet-dominated world communism. | regard Kim Sin, your son, as a brother. So you
can take my words as these addressed by a son to his own father from the bottom of
his heart, even if they happen to hurt. If you believe in Communism and mean to
subscribe to it, though | refuse to suppose you do, please say so. And we shall part
political enemies never to see each other again.

Kim: (gravely smiling) | knew all the time what was coming. As a fact | have
something on my mind, which | have kept away even from the closest of my
colleagues and which | think it improver to divulge to you now. | tell you this much; in
no distant future, | will make everything clear, whether my friends, including you, like
it or not. | hope you can wait, can't you?

Liu: I do not ask you to tell me what is in your mind now. On the contrary, | even ask
you not to. Well, | have done with the message | am entrusted with, but | should like
with your permission, to give my personal views which, | hope will perhaps be of
some use in making your final decision regarding what you are turning over in your
mind.

Kim: (seems to show an expression of civil acquiescence, though not of anything like
welcome.)

Liu: Whenever | sounded Dr. Rhee on the possibility of his cooperation with you, his
answer invariably was, "If he wants to work with me, | am willing to go more than half



way to meet him." | always went away with an impression that Dr. Rhee would
welcome the idea of offering, say, the vice presidency to you. | know you are above it
all and may rightly feel hurt at such a point being touched at all. You may say, "Go to
Hell with the vice presidency or any other governmental position!" But, if you mean to
cooperate with Dr. Rhee, holding such a position in the now-forming government will
be, at least, of symbolical value in that it will clearly demonstrate the rightist unity to
the people, especially to your own bewildered followers. You have a long glorious
record of patriotic deeds behind you. A damage has been done to that record by your
recent activities in connection with the so-called North and South Korean Leaders'
Conference held in Pyongyang. | know of instances where Koreans, when taken
prisoner in North China by the Communists and in fear for their lives, were found
explaining to their captors, "We are Mr. Kim Koo's followers; you know how he works
for the Communist cause." It is lamentable for all your friends to see your glorious
past record undone in this way.

Kim: | know that myself well enough. The Communists in the north take me for their
collaborator. As | told you, everybody will soon know where | stand. | do not mean,
however, to take part in the South Korean Government. You know Dr. Rhee is
captivated, so to speak, by the Democratic Party people and has got to do as they
wish him to. If | go in with them, unavoidable differences will get up troubles. | had
better stay out. | hate being involved in a dirty political squabble.

Liu: That seems to constitute rather a reason for going in then for staying out. Dr.
Rhee has under his many old colleagues of your such as Sin Ik-heui, Li Chung-chun,
and Li Bum-suk. Unless they are strengthened by your participation, everything will
go the Democratic Party way. Dr. Rhee will not be able to restrain that party
single-handed, even if he sometimes finds its advisable to do so for the sake of the
country. Your going in and checking them will strengthen Dr. Rhee's hand, while your
desertion will eventually mean leaving the Doctor to the mercy of that party who you
believe, should not control the destiny of the nation unrestrained and unchecked.

Kim: (after repeating what he already said, political squabble and all that) Moreover,
through a certain political party's smearing campaign, | am universally dubbed as
anti-American, though I regard only China and the United States positively helpful
neighbor nations of Korea. Since we need the American aid for our national
up-building, my presence in the government setup will prove prejudicial to the
national interests by chilling American sympathy.

Liu: You are wrong. Even Dr. Rhee was once maligned as being anti-American. Now
the Americans have to come round and support him. Korean government is, after all,
the exclusive affair of the Koreans. It does not matter how you are thought of by the
Americans in Korea. They are going anyway. Even Gen. Hodge will be recalled in
time, perhaps with honour, without disgrace. But go he will. Your unity and
while-hearted UN backing will probably expedite their going, if anything.

Kim: Do you think that China will be the very first nation to recognize the South
Korean Government?

Liu: I am not in a position to assure you of that. But | have no doubt that China,
America and England will do so simultaneously at the earliest possible opportunity.

Kim: Don't you think it possible for America to back down?
Liu: Impossible, for the American people is solidly backing Korean independence.

Kim: One of the motives for going to the Leaders Conference was to see the actual
things happening in North Korea. Even if the Communists stop expanding the Korean



Red Army for three years to come, all the efforts in South Korea will hardly be able to
build up an army to the present strength of the red army. The Russians will easily set
it on its southward swoop without incurring the blame for the moment a government
is set up here, the People's Republic will be proclaimed.

Liu: It will not happen unless Russia means war which she doesn't. In the past Russia
reconciled twice before international coercion, once from Korea and the other time
from the Laotung [Liaodong] Peninsula. Probably she will do so again under the
impact of the roused world opinion working through UN. If the government now being
set up is to be an American puppet just as the northern regime is a Russian one, |
could easily understand your stand to collaborate with neither. With UN backing, it
will be a sovereign one, a base to win union from. The weaker you find it, the more
unreserved should be the weight you throw in.



