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O6cy>xaeHne repMaHCKOro Bonpoca Ha y3KOM COBellaHun B KabnHeTe NeHepasibHOIro
cekpeTapsa LUK KMNCC

26 anBapsa 1990 roga

(MpucyTtcTBoBanu: Nopbayes, Poixkkos, LLieBapaHaase, Kptoykos, AXpomMees,
YepHses, LWaxHa3apos, 9kosneB, ®annH, Penopos)

FopbayeB. Mbl cervac ¢ 'AP kKak co cBomM A3epbanna)>KaHOM: He Ha KOro onepeThCs,
He C KEM MeTb [0BEPEHHbIX OTHOLLIEHNN. A eC/I U MOXKHO C KEM-TO
0OroBapuBaTbCs, 3TO HE MeeT pellalLwwmnx nocnencrTenn. laxxe Mogpos
oTBanueaeT n3 CEMNl. HeBa)KHO, 4TO OH UCKPEHHWUI Halwl Apyr. HeT peasbHbIX CUN B
rap.

CnepoBaTesibHO, Ha NPoLLeCC Mbl MOXXEM BO34eNCTBOBATb TOJ/IbKO Yepe3 OPI. U
340ecb nepen Hamu Bbibop: Konb nnn COMT. Counan-gemMokpaThl - MpU BCeX
YyCrNoKaunBaloLWnX 3a89BJIeHNAX U KNAaTBax bpaHaTa 1 ero Koaser - puHyJncCb
ncnosnb3oBaTh AP B npeasbibopHo 6opbbe.

BpaHAT - yxe npeacenatens Ob6beanHeHHown CAMT. BuaHble YneHbl 3TOW napTum
roToBbl 6a1N0TMPOBaTLCSA B HapoAHYIO NanaTy, 0TKa3aTbCs OT YJIEHCTBa B
6yHOecTare n BepHyTbCA Ha poAuHy - B BocTo4Hyto N'epmaHuto, raoe 60abWNHCTBO U3
HUX poannnck. CtpemaTtca obbexaTb XAC Ha 3TOM.

Mbl MO>XKeM Ha 3TOM cbirpaTb. Hago npurnacute Kona n ckasaTb eMy: CMOTPU, 4TO
JenaeTcs, U Tbl TOXKE B 3TY UIpy Urpaellb N MOXKellb npourpaTtb. Y
counan-gemokpaToB B 1P 6onblue waHCcoB, 4eM y Tebs. Mbl )Ke He CMOTPMM Ha
repMaHcKyto npobsemy yepes Bawim n3burpaTtesibHble 04KW, Mbl CMOTPUM B
€BpPONenckoM N MMPOBOM KOHTEKCTE. Takxe BUAAT €e TBOM COI3HUKM no HATO. U
Thl 3HaELLb PAa3HULY MeXAYy TEeM, YTO OHU FrOBOPAT NY6ANYHO, N TEM, YTO OHU
AyMaloT.

Tak BoT. Mbl Tebe, poporon enbMyT, Npeasiaraem ToXe BCEPbE3 BCTaTb B
repMaHCKuX genax Ha eBPOMencKyto TOYKY 3peHnsa - Ha gese, a He TOJIbKO Ha
croBax.

KOHKpeTHO, 4T0 3T0 o3Ha4vaeT: B [P - Hawn BolcKa, B PPl - HaTOBCKME BONCKa.
ITO0 peasibHbIA (PaKT, BbiTEKAOLWNIA U3 NPaBOBbIX NTOIOB BOMHbI, YCTAaHOBJIEHHbIX
nobenuntenamn. N 3To yTBEpXAaeT NpaBo YeTbipex Aep>KaB y4acTBOBaTh B
repmMaHcKkoM npouecce. Tebe, n ocobeHHo bpaHATy, HE HpaBUTCA, 4TO cpeaun
nobeantenen - ®paHumnsa («NOYETHLIN NobeanTeNb», Kak Bbl UPOHUYECKN ee
Ha3blBaeTe). Xopowo. Ho oHa cenyac - Apyras peajibHOCTb, 4eM B 1945 roaoy U
naBan cobepeM He «4», a «5» - ¢ TBOUM, Kosib, y4acTuem. U onpegennmcs B npaBax
HeMLEB U B NpaBaX OCTaJIbHbIX.

YepHsieB. Mnxann Cepreesud, no-Moemy, Hafo cobnpaTb He «5», a «b» - yeTbipex oT
nobepgnTenen n AByx oT HEMELKKUX rocynapcTB.

Mopbayes. NaBanTe 310 06Ccyamm. Mpogonrkato. NMaBHOE, Ha YTO HUKTO HEe A0JIXKEH
paccuYnTbiBaTb, 4TO obbeanHeHHan FepmaHus ynaeTt B HATO. Hanndme Hawmx BOMCK
3TOro He No3BoJINT. A ybpaTb UX Mbl MOXKEM, €C/IN aMepPUKaHLbl ToxXe ybepyT cBou
BOMCKaA. A OHM 3TOro A40Nro ewe He caenatT. U ¢ 3Tum Koo npupeTcs c4mTaThCs,
KaK U C TeM, YTO 3KOHOMUYECKN cbecTb P, noTpebyeTca HeckoNbKo NneT. Tak BOT.
3Tu rogbl - U B HAWLEM, 1 B BalleM pacrnops>keHunn. [laBante

pa3yMHO ux ncronabsyem. M noarotoBnmcs k ObLLeeBponerickon BCTpeYe Ha BbiCLIEM
yposHe 1990 roga.



AKUMS C «5» nnm «6» No Halen NHMLMATUBE BO3BPALLAET HAaC Ha POJib aKTUBHbIX U
HEeYCTPaHUMbIX YHAaCTHMKOB FrepMaHCKOro yperyanpoBaHus. 3TO BbIrOAHbIA XO.

LLieBapaHanse. Muxann Cepreesud, an4a Konsa cendvac raaBHbI BOMpPoC - 0
«[00roBOpHOM coobuiecTBe», KOTOpoe BedeT K KoHdeaepauun ®PIr-Ir4E Ham He
HaLo BKJIIOYaTbCA B AUCKYCCUIO O BOCccoeanHeHun. He Hawe 310 geno. MNycte AP
BbICTYMNaeT C MHULUMaTUBaMun. A 0 BOMCKax BECTU pa3roBop ToJIbko ¢ CoegUHEHHbLIMU
WTaTtamun. 4 NnpoTnB «MHCTUTYTa», B KOTOpoM byayT 4yeTbipe nobegntens. 3T1o
3HAYUT, 4TO HaTOBLUbI TaM ByayT X0359€BaMMn MOJIOXKEHUNS.

KptoukoB. OHn CEMI coyTeHbl. 2TO He pblyar U He onopa Asas Hac. Moapos - durypa
nepexoaHas, AEPXXUTCSA 3a CHET YCTYMNOK, a YCTynaTb CKopo ByneT Hevero. CTonTt
obpaTnTb BHMUMaHMe Ha CAMN I4P.

Haw Hapona 6bouTcs, 4yTo NepMaHus onsATb CTaHeT yrpo3oi. OHa HUKOrAa He
COrJTAaCUTCS C HbIHEWHNUMUN rpaHnuamMn. NMocTeneHHo HaJo HavynHaTh NMpuyYaTb Hall
HapoA K BoccoegnHeHuto F'epMmaHun. Hawm Boncka B FOP - chakTop
obuieeBponenckoro npouecca. HeobxooMMo akTUBHO BbICTYMaTb B NOAAEPXKKY
Halwmnx apysen - bbiBLUMX coTpyaHMKoB KI'b n MB 8 FOP.

flkoBnes. Hago, 4To6bl Mogpos BMOHTUpPOBancsa B CAIN 1 BO3riaBua ee BOCTOYHYHO
YacTb. Hawn Bolicka B TOP AMepuke Hy>KHbl 60/bLle, 4eM HaM CaMMM. XOpoLlo, ecnu
661 MoApoB BLICTYNUA C MPOrpaMmMon BoccoeanHeHus - 6e3 npenpaccynkoB, MCXoas
N3 peanbHOCTEN, a Mbl Bbl €ro akTMBHO Noggep>kanan. 3TUM Mbl 3aBOOEM CUMMAATUN
HeMeUuKoro Hapoga. 1 npn 3ToM Hafo CoC/iaTbCA Ha TO, YTO 3a efuHyo 'epMaHunio
Mbl BbICTYNann ¢ camoro 1946 ropa. A ycnosua? Hemtpanusauums,
Jemunntapusaumnsa. byaeTt conpoTuBAeHMeE CO CTOPOHbI AHM K, ®paHumu, MasbixX
eBponenckux rocygapctse. CTaBum B cuTyaumio pasgymbsa CoeguHeHHbie LUTaThl. A
Mbl MOXKEM CMOETb Ha rope 1 CBepxy CMOTPETb Ha CXBaTKy YTo XXe KacaeTcs
OTHOLWEHNA Hallero Hapoaa, To Beab caMm CTanunH cpa3y nocsie BOWHbI BbICTYMan 3a
coxpaHeHne egnHom N'epMmaHun. Bo BCAKOM Cfyvae Aasiblie NpocTo HabnwaaTb Ham
Henb34.

denopos. 2T0 byaeT Ha PyKYy pPeBaHLWNCTCKUM cuniam. 1o MoMM gaHHbIM, B 3anagHomn
FepMaHnm He XoTAaT obbeanHeHUA cenvac. MoapoB BbIABMHYN naeto pecdepeHagyma B
AP, Ho mocne 6 Mmas.

Pbi>kkoB. Hafio peanbHO CMOTPETb Ha npouecc. Ero He octaHoBMTL. Cenyac BCe Aeno
B TaKTuKe, notoMy 4to AP HaMm He coxpaHuTb. Bce Gapbepbl yXXe CHeCeHbl.
DKOHOMMKa ee pa3HOCUT. Bce rocygapcTBEHHbIE MHCTUTYThI pacnyuweHbl. CoXpaHUTb
AP - peno HepeanbHoe. KoHenepauns - ga. Ho Mbl LOJIKHbI BbIABUHYTh YCOBUE
0nsa KoHgenepaumn. HenpaeBunbHo oTAaBaTb BCce Konw. Ecnn bypeT Tak, To
FepmaHuna 4yepes 20-30 neT pa3BsAXKeT TPETLIO MUPOBYIO BOWMHY

Mopbayes. Mpouecc n y Hac, n B BocTo4yHom EBpone - 3To 06beKTMBHbIN npouecc. U
OH Y>Xe 04YeHb neperpeT. TaMm, rae 3ToT Npouecc 3aTpoHyN Bbonee NpoYHble 3BeHbS:
AP, YexocnoBakus, PyMbIHUSA, - TaM pBaHYJ10 CUSIbHEN. YPOK HaM: NocrneBaThb, HE
OTCTaBaTb, BCe BpPeMs UMeTb Nnepen riasamMmm peabHoCThb.

Hapog - na>ke npu Ton o4eHb 60NbLUON KPUTUKE, KOTOPYIO OH CALILLNT, - Ha
nepecTponky He nocsaraeT. CKkopee, He nNpuemseT NPOTUBHNKOB NepecTponku. Hawwe
obuiecTBo, Hanbonee NporHuBLLee U3 BCex eMy NoAobHbIX. 1 HUYTO ero He cnacer.
Mkl caMmun Havanm ero npeobpasosbiBaTh. M HAA0 fanblue Tak AepXaTb, UATK
BNepen, He TepsATb MHULMNATUBLI. TONTaHne rybuTensbHo.

Bbin bpectckmn mup Ne 1, Tenepb Mbl B CUTyauum «bpectckoro mmpa» Ne 2. Ecnam He
CMpaBMMCS, HaM FPO3UT... YTO OTXBATAT ONATb NOJICTPaHbl. O4eHb Ba>XHO 3TO



noHMMaTb. O6LWECTBO 04EHb 3aUAE0N0OTM3NPOBAHO, U MO3TOMY peasibHble NPOLLECCHI
Hac obroHsT. A MapTus HUKaK He MOXXeT 0OHOBUTLCS.

KoHe4Ho, BblgennTb FOP npnxoantca. 3To ocobbii cnyyan. 9TO HE PyMbIHUA.
Yexocnosakus, bonrapus, BeHrpusa B Hac 3anHTepecoBaHbl. OHU nepebonetoT, HO He
CMOryT ganeko yntu. Nonblua - ocobbin cnyyan. N coscem ocobbin cnyyan - FAP. B
Monblie oCcTanca CUAbHbLIM YacTHbIN cekTop. CenbCKoe X039MCTBO, NO CYLLECTBY,
YyacTHoe. Ho Mosnblia 1 3KOHOMUYECKU, U NMOJIUTUYECKN, U UCTOPUYECKN 3aBUCUT He
0T Hac. He Hapo nyraTbcsa MasoBeLKoro (TorgawHnm npembep-MuHUCTp MHP} n ero
npeTeH3nin. Mol Befib MoJsiikaM 3ps HUYero He gasaju. M Beab Mbl OKa3asancb y HUX B
ponrax. Noka B xoge NnepecTponkn OTHOLLIEHMS C NOJIbCKMM HAapOAOM Y Hac He
YXYOLWNIUCH.

OcTaeTca cambll TPYAHbIN NYHKT - [OP. W60 oHa MoXxXeT yntu: ectb ®PI n ecTb
EBponerickoe coobLuecTBO, K KOTOPbIM OHa AaBHO NpuBa3aHa. [asa Hac ecTb elle
MOpasibHbIA haKTOP - peakLumsa COBETCKOro Hapoaa. A 6bl nocTaBu Ha TO, 4TO6bI
BblMFpaTb BO3MOXHO 60sblue BpeMmeHn. Camoe rinaBHoe cenyac - pacTaAHYTb
npouecc, Kakoa 6bl HK Bblsla KOHEeYHas uesb (BoccoeguHeHue). Hago, 4Tobbl K 3TON
uesn NpmBbIKAU U Hemubl, 1 EBpona, n 8 CCCP.

CTtpaTerunsa Takas. Bca 3anagHas N'epMaHumsa Bedb 3aUHTEpPECcOBaHa He TepsaTb CBA3U
C HaMW. Mbl € HY>KHbI, 1 OHa HaM HYy>XHa. Ho He abcontoTHO. Pa3sBe HaM He HY>KHbI
®paHumsa, AHrnua? Tak cynuTaTb 66110 6bl 60NbLION OWNOKON. Mbl HY>XHbI HEMLAM.
3T0, B CBOIO o4epepnb, 3aCTaBAAET HAaC CYMTATbCA C TaKOM 3aBUCMMOCTLIO. [lenoBbie
KpPYrn He XoTAaT HaxnebHunkos. B ®PI - 58 maH, B TP - 16 MAH. ®paHumsa He xo4eT
obbennHeHuns. AHrnna 6onTca okasaTbCH Ha 3aABOpKax. Bce 3T MOMeHTbI Mbl
OOJDKHbI YYUTBIBATD.

NTak, OCHOBHbIE MYHKTbl CTpaTernn: [JOTHOLLUEHUS C BEIMKMMW OEep>XaBaMu Mo 3TOW
npobneme;

BeHckuin npouecc (neperoBopbl 06 06bIYHBbIX BOOPY)XXEHUAX N BOOPYXEHHbIX CUNaX
B EBpone);

Ombl v CENT;
[OMbl 1 OPT;
OmMbl v T OP.

He oTka3biBaTbCsA OT no3uuum nobegntenen. BoiagBUHYTh naeto «4 + 2». Ho cHavana
gorosopuTbca ¢ ®paHumen. MoxeT ObiTb, MHe Cbe3anTb B MNapux?

KaHannsnpoBaTb repMaHCKMin Bonpoc B BeHckuin npouecc. Mo npobneme BOWCK B
EBpone oep>kaTbCAa Tak, 4Tobbl HE MOKa3a/10Cb, YTO Mbl MPOCTO YXO4UM B rof
50-neTunsa Nobeabl. Hann4yne Bolick B NlepMaHnm TECHO CBA3aTb C BEHCKUM
MpoLeccoMm.

N Konto ckasaTb - He sie3b. 10 3ToN YacTn Mbl MOXXEeM LOrOBOPUTHLCA €O BCceMu. C
@OPI' coxpaHsaeTcsa noTeHUunan ocobbiXx OTHOLWEHU: N C Heto, n ¢ TOP. Ha aToM Hago
HacTamBaTb. ECTb B3auMHble NHTepechl, ecTb 6a3a 414 B3aMMOMOHMUMaHUS.

Mbl v CEMTl. Tam cenvac andopus B oTHoweHunn CAMT . Ho 3abbinun, 4To 30€Cb Ky4a
npobnem - n eBpONEncknx, U repMaHckmnx. He ctaButb KpecT Ha CEINI. Tam Bce-Taku
2 MJIH YneHoB. MNycTb Tenepb ocTanocb 700 Thic. CNncbiBaTbh NX coBCeM Bb110 bl
Hepa3yMHO. byneT BbIKpUCTaJIM30BbIBaTbCA Kakasa-To siesasd cuna. Nocnywaem
Mv3un. Opyrue coucTtpaHbl. Hapo ¢ HUM paboTaTb. OHU BCE XKe CO3HUKU. ECain Mbl nx
bpocum, ux nonbepyT.



Npee BbiUrpaTh BpemMsa oTBeYaeT NpenJsioXKeHne 0 «40roBOpHOM coobliecTBe» C
KOH(eaepaTUBHbIMM YepTaMu.

Bynem caep>xmBaTb TeX, KTO 04€Hb TOponuTCA. Kakne 6anmxanwue warmn? [J
MpuHaTe B MockBe MoapoBsa 2 dpeBpasis, a noToM MNmsun. TyT y Hac MopaJibHble
oba3aTenbCTBa.

[Konsa npuHaTb nocse benkepa n cpasy nocne Mogposa. A notom Mogposa
nponHdopMupoBaThb 0 becene c Konewm.

[BbicTponTb naen gnsa pasrosopa ¢ Konem Ha ocHoBe 6ecen ¢ benkepom un ¢
MoLopoBbIM.

OMNpounHpopMupoBaTh TaTHep Cpasy nocse BCcTpeyu ¢ MoapoBbIM.

OMuTTepaHy HanucaTb NMCbMO. Bonpoc, korga MeHATb nocnos? LLesapaHaase.
3TO UeHTpaJibHbIA BOMNPOC.

MNopbayes. MopyyeHus:

(nponaraHancTckoe obecnedyeHne npoueccos B BocTtouyHom EBpone(Sikosnes,
danunH, Pepopos);

mHTepBblo NopbaveBa 0 BOCCOeANMHEHMN TepMaHMK Nocse BCTpeYy ¢ MoapoBbIM 1
Konewm;

[JHe ncknYaTb MOEro KpaTkoro BM3nTa - Ha OAWH AeHb B JIOHOAOH WU Ha OAWH AEHbL B
Mapwnx;

[JAxpomeeBy roTOBUTbLCA K BbiBOAY BONCK 13 N'epmaHnmn. Konw n MogpoBy
pPasbACHUTb

«3KOHOMUYECKY0 He3alwunueHHocTb» [AP.

B xone obcyxaeHnsa pa3BepHYTO BbICTYNanu Takxe ®anuvH, LLaxHa3zapos, ®enopos,
AxpomeeB, YepHses.

3anunce caesnaHa cpasy rnocJse 3acefaHus, CTeHorpaMmMa KoToporo (fake npoToKoJ)
He BeNnNCb. 3anncb HenosiHas. O4HAKO 32 ayTEHTUYHOCTb 3a(PUKCUPOBAHHOIO B
3anncun caenasLlUnin ee pyYaeTcs.

3anucek A. C. YepHseBa



Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English

Discussion of the German Question at a Private Meeting in the Office of the CPSU CC
General Secretary

26 January 1990

(Present were: Gorbachev, Ryzhkov, Shevardnadze, Kryuchkov, Akhromeyev,
Chernyaev, Shakhnazarov, Yakovlev, Falin, and Fedorov)

Gorbachev. We are now with the GDR like with our own Azerbaijan: no one on whom
to rely, but no one with whom to have confidential relations. But if it is also possible
to come to agreement with someone this does not have conclusive consequences.
Even Modrow is pushing away from the SED. It is not important that he is our sincere
friend. There is no real strength in the GDR.

Accordingly, we can only influence the process through the FRG. And here we are
[faced] with a choice: Kohl or the SDPG [the Social Democratic Party of Germany].
The Social Democrats, with all the soothing statements and vows of Brandt and his
colleagues - have rushed to use the GDR in the election campaign.

Brandt is already the Chairman of the United SDPG. Prominent members of this party
are ready to stand for the Volkskammer, to abandon membership in the Budestag,
and return home, to East Germany, where a majority of them were born. They are
striving to get around the CDS [Christian Democratic Union] on this.

We can play in this. It is necessary to invite Kohl and tell him: look what is being
done, you can play this game, too, and you can lose. The Social Democrats have
bigger chances in the GDR than you. We are not looking at the German question
through your electoral eyes, we are looking in a European and world context. Your
NATO allies also see it. And you know the difference between what they are saying
publicly and what they are thinking.

Well then. Dear Helmut, we are also suggesting that you seriously stand up in
German affairs for the European point of view, in deed, and not only in words.

What this means specifically: in the GDR are our troops, in the FRG are NATO troops.
This is a real fact ensuing from the legal results of the war established by the victors.
And this asserts the right of the four powers to participate in the German process.
You, and especially Brandt, do not like it that among the victors is France ("an
honorary victor", as you ironically call them). Good. but now it is another reality than
in 1945, and let's meet with your, Kohl's, participation, not as a "4" but as a "5". And
we'll decide on the Germans' rights and the rights of the rest.

Chernyaev. Mikhail Sergeyevich, in my opinion it is necessary to meet not as a "5",
but as a "6", four from the victors and two from the German states.

Gorbachev. Let's discuss this. | continue. The main thing on which no one should
count is that a united Germany will join NATO. The presence of our troops will not
allow this. But we can remove them if the Americans also remove their own troops.
But they still won't do this. And Kohl will still have to reckon with this, as well as the
fact that it will require several years to eat up the GDR economically. So there. These
years, are at both our and your disposal. Let's use them rationally. And we'll prepare
for a 1990 All-European summit meeting.

An action at our initiative with a "5" or a "6" returns us to the role of active and
fearless participants of a German settlement. This is an advantageous move.



Shevardnadze. Mikhail Sergeyevich, the main question for Kohl right now is about a
"treaty community" which will lead to an FRG-GDR confederation. We don't need to
be included in a discussion about reunification. This is not our business. Let the GDR
come forward with an initiative. But hold a discussion about the troops only with the
United States. | am against an "institution" in which there will be the four victors. This
means that the NATO members [NATOvtsy] will be the masters of the situation.

Kryuchkov. The SED's days are numbered. This is neither a level nor a support for us.
Modrow is a transitional figure, he is holding on for concessions, but soon there will
be nothing to concede. It's worth paying attention to the GDR SDP.

Our people are afraid that Germany will become a threat again. It will never agree
with the current borders. It is necessary to gradually begin to accustom our people to
the reunification of Germany. Our troops in the GDR are a factor of the overall
European process. It is necessary to actively support our friends, the former
colleagues of the KGB and MVD in the GDR.

Yakovlev. It is necessary for Modrow to be installed in the SDP and head its eastern
part. America needs our troops in the GDR more than we ourselves. It would be good
if Modrow came out with a reunification platform, without preconceptions, based on
the realities, and we could actively support it. We will win the sympathies of the
German people with this. And when doing this it is necessary to refer to the fact that
we advocated a united Germany beginning in 1946. But [what about] the conditions?
Neutralization and demilitarization. There will be resistance from Britain, France, and
the small European countries. We are putting the United States in a situation of
hesitation. But we can sit on a hill and look down on the fight from above. As regards
the attitude of our people, well right after the war Stalin himself favored the
maintenance of German unity. In any event we simply cannot observe further.

Fedorov. This will suit the revenge-seeking forces. According to my information, in
West Germany they don't want reunification right now. Modrow offered the idea of a
referendum in the GDR, but after 6 May.

Ryzhkov. It is necessary to look at the process realistically. Not to stop it. Right now
the whole matter is in tactics because we can't preserve the GDR. All the barriers
have already been carried away. Economics is smashing it. All the state institutions
have been dissolved. It is an unrealistic matter to preserve the GDR. A confederation,
yes. But we should offer a condition for a confederation. It is incorrect to hand
everything over to Kohl. If it's like that, then Germany will unleash a Third World War
in 20-30 years.

Gorbachev. Both we and Eastern Europe have a process, it is an objective process.
And it is already very overheated. Where this process has affected the stronger links:
the GDR, Czechoslovakia, Romania, there it pulled harder. The lesson to us is: keep
up, don't lag behind, keep reality before [our] eyes all the time.

Even with that very great criticism which they hear, the people will not infringe upon
perestroika. Rather, they will not accept [priemlet - SIC] opponents of perestroika.
Our society is the most rotten through of all those like it. And nothing will save it. We
began to reform it ourselves. And it's necessary to hang in there, to go forward, and
not to lose the initiative. Trampling [would be] disastrous.

There was Brest Peace N2 1, then we were in the situation of Brest Peace N2 2. If we
don't cope, we are threatened...that they will chop off half the country again. It is
very important to understand this. The public is very ideologized, and therefore the
real processes are passing us by. But there is no way the Party can be revived.



Of course, the GDR must be singled out. This is a special case. It's not Romania.
Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria, and Hungary interest us. They are sick, but they cannot go
far away. Poland is a special case. And the GDR is a special case entirely. A strong
private sector has remained in Poland. Agriculture is essentially private. But Poland is
neither economically, politically, nor historically dependent upon us. It is not
necessary to be frightened of Mazowiecki (then the PNR Prime Minister) and his
claims, for we have not given the Poles anything in vain. And we have ended up in
debt to them. Meanwhile our relations with the Polish people have not improved in
the course of perestroika.

The most difficult point remains, the GDR. For it can leave: there is both the FRG and
the European community to which it was long attached. There is still a morale factor
for us, the reaction of the Soviet people. | would count on possibly winning more time.
The main thing right now is to draw out the process, regardless of the end goal
(reunification). It is necessary for the Germans, Europe, and the USSR to become
accustomed to this goal.

The strategy is this. All of West Germany is, well, interested in not losing ties with us.
It needs us, and we need it. But not absolutely. Do we really not need France and
Britain? To think so would be a big mistake. The Germans need us. This in turn forces
us to reckon with such a dependence. Business circles don't want parasites. There are
58 million [people] in the FRG and 16 million in the GDR. France doesn't want
reunification. Britain is afraid of ending up in the background. We should take all
these factors into consideration.

So, the main points of the strategy [are]:
1) the relations with the great powers on this problem;

2) the Vienna process (talks about conventional armaments and armed forces in
Europe);

3) we and the SED;
4) we and the FRG;
5) we and the GDR.

Do not reject the position of the victors. Offer the idea of "4 + 2". But first come to
agreement with France. Maybe | am to go to Paris?

Channel the German question into the Vienna process. But stay the course on the
problem of troops in Europe so it doesn't appear that we are simply withdrawing on
the 50th anniversary year of Victory. Closely tie the presence of the troops in
Germany with the Vienna process.

And tell Kohl, do not meddle. We can come to agreement with everyone about this
part. The potential of special relations is preserved with the FRG: both with it and with
the GDR. This needs to be insisted upon. There are mutual interests, and there is a
basis for mutual understanding.

We and the SED: there is euphoria there right now with regard to the SED. But they
have forgotten that here there are a lot of problems, both European and German.
Don't give up on the SED. There are still two million members there. Let 700,000 be
left now. It would be irrational to totally write them off. Some kind of left-wing force
will crystallize out. We'll listen to Gysi. The other socialist countries. It's necessary to
work with him [Translator's note: s nim - SIC; s nimi - "with them" would be
expected]. They are allies all the same. If we throw them away, they'll be picked up
[podberut] .

The suggestion of a "treaty community" with features of a confederation meets the



idea of playing for time.
We will restrain those who are in a great hurry.
What are the next steps?

1. Receive Modrow in Moscow on 2 February, and then Gysi. We have moral
obligations here.

2. Receive Kohl after Baker and right after Modrow. And then inform Modrow about
the conversation with Kohl.

3. Draw up ideas for a discussion with Kohl on the basis of the conversations with
Baker and with Modrow.

4. Inform Thatcher right after the meeting with Modrow.

5. Write a letter to Mitterrand. The question is, when to change ambassadors?
Shevardnadze. This is the central issue.

Gorbachev. Assignments:

- propaganda support of the processes in Eastern Europe (Yakovlev, Falin, and
Fedorov)

- Gorbachev interview about the reunification of Germany after the meetings with
Modrow and Kohl,

- do not exclude my brief visit - one day in London and one day in Paris;

- Akhromeyev is to prepare for a withdrawal of troops from Germany. Explain to Kohl
and Modrow the "economic exposure" of the GDR.

Falin, Shakhnazarov, Fedorov, Akhromeyev, and Chernyaev also spoke in the course
of a detailed discussion.

A record was made right after the meeting, a transcript of which (even minutes) were
not kept. The record is incomplete. However, the authenticity of what is in the record
which was made is guaranteed by the person who made it.

Record[ed by] A. S. Chernyaev



