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MEMORANDUM
#9294
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

CONEIDENTIAL May 23, 1980

-
MEMORANDUM FOR: ZBIGNIEW BRZEZINSKI Zbl (-\LA‘G'& 3

FROM: MICHEL OKSENBERG ) O@E'J 6‘1 ‘?(:ﬁwﬂﬁ
SUBJECT: Korea (U) PRL. %h‘&?ﬁ *,,3 .

On three occasions in the past few months, we have been behind
the Korean curve:

-- Pak's assassination, which in retrospect was a more
complicated, widespread event than the barroom brawl we first
thought;

-= the movement of South Korean forces without our fore-
knowledge as part of maneuvering among a portion of the military
in a power struggle;

-- the recent, severe popular uprising (more than Miami,
to which Don Gregg compared it). (C)

The trend line, moreover, is not good: assassination; maneuvering
for military coup purposes; regional rebellion. (U)

We could be witnessing a gradual but serious erosion or decay of
the South Korean political system (it is too early to speak of an
Iranian type collapse) at a time when:

-—- our force posture is stretched thin;

-=- Chinese short-term restraining influence on the North may
have lessened ‘in recent months; at least, Pyongyang gives some
indication of disenchantment with Beijing;

~- Soviet willingness to play a restraining role on the
. North may be lessened, given the state of Soviet-American re-
lations;

~-- Seoul officials have not given clear indication in past
months that they all act out of a rational concern for the
national interest. (C)

If the government in the South.does disintegrate, in my view it
is unlikely that the North would forego the opportunity to inter=-
vene in South more actively. (C)
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; - Ensure'Muskle and Brown keep the Hill well in: ed
%our th;nking on. Korea., Glenn, Nunn, Javits, Wblff, and others
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