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STENOGRAMA

diseutiilor avute cu ocazia primirii de cédtre tovardgul
Nicolae Ceaugescu a ambasadorului S.U.A. la Bucuregti,
Richard H.Davis, in ziua de 31 ianuarie 1967.

Discutiile au inceput la ora 12,00.

Dl.Richard H.Davis:

V4 multumesc, domnule secretar general, pentru faptul e
cd m-atd primit. Stiu cit de ocupat sinteti gi apreciez aceastd
posibilitate de a avea, pentru prima datd, o convorbire cu dv. !

Originea rugimintii mele de a vid vedea, domnule secretar
general, derivi din convorbirea avutd la 22 ianuarie cu pregedin- |
tele Consiliului de Stat, Chivu Stoica, gi ministrul de externe
M#nescu, in tren, dupd vinftoarea organizatd pentru gefii misiun-
nilor diplomatice acreditati la Bucuregti.

Una din intrebirile puse cu acel prilej de ministrul de
externe Minescu a fost dac# guvernul S.U.A. intelege corect
politica Rominiei. I-am réspuns atunci - gi ag dori sX subliniez
gi acum, in convorbirea cu dv. - ¢ administratia, guvernul
S.U.A. intelege cu adevdrat politica guvernului romin, ci noi
am urmirit cu mult interes pagii intrepringi de Roménia in %3"
mii ani in ce privegte consolidarea independentei sale nation:
am urmirit misurile intreprinse de Rominia in vederea stabil
unor relatii bune cu toate t¥érile gi, de asemenea, m
contributh pos:luvl adus# de Roménia la n&mn sor




5 Wllsoi( &ﬁ%lgltal Archive : A;ﬁm :

sl C.Coal P C R

B T o

Nree. -
i3
-+
s RS
. SE
o S
-

STENOGRAMA

.

discufiilor avute cu ocazia primirii de c¥tre tovardigul
Nicolae Ceaugescu a ambasadorului S.U.A. la Bnmo&ﬁ., -
Richard H.Davis,.- o > '

- - 31 ianuarie 1967 -




; /)
Wilson Center Digital Archive Original Scan

- 2 =

In tren, am discutat cu pregedintele Consiliului de Stat,
Chivu Stoica, si ministrul de externe Mdnescu problema
Vietnamului si alte probleme conexe. Am raportat asupra acestei
convorbiri la Washington, asa dupi cum mi gi rugase ministrul de
externe. Tocmai de aceea am rugat si fiu primit de dv., pentru
cd guvernul t3rii mele continu# si manifeste un interes acut
fatd de orice pas care ar putea duce la o reglementare pagnicad
§1 la instaurarea pdcii in Vietnamul de sud.

N-ag dori sd vi rédpesc mult timp, cdutind s& va explic
pdrerile noastre in legiturd cu originea gi istoricul evolutied
Ssituatiei din Vietnam, deoarece gtiu ci aceasta este o chestiune
in care opiniile noastre diferi. Ins¥, ag dori si mentionez cite-
Va elemente esentiale ale pozitiei noastre.

In primul rind, noi gi aliatii nogtri ne gisim in Vietnam
in virtutea unor angajamente, in baz3 de tratat, pentru a actiona
in vederea contracarsdrii pericolului de agresiune impotriva
Vietnamului de sud. Obiectivul nostru, ins#, rZmine de a pune
capdt tuturor luptelor, tuturor ostilitdtilor gi manifestirilor
de violentd. Noi, dupid cum am mai spus, urmirim reglizarea unei
reglementdri onorabile gi de duratd in aceastd parte a lumii,
acordurile de la Geneva din 1954 gi 1962 putind reprezenta o
bazd pentru o asemenea reglementare. Acest lueru a fost mentio-
nat, de asemenea, in Declaratia din luna iulie anul trecut g
membrilor Tratatului de la Varsgovia,

Intrebarea este, cum sd Incepem?

Am incercat frecvent, prin toate mijloacele pe care le-am
putut imagina, s& aducem aceastd problem# la masa tratativelor.,

Dac¥ Imi permiteti si expun foarte pe scurt pozitia 4
noastri. Sintem pregititi s&d ducem discutii sau negocieri, fHri i
nici un fel de conditii prealabile, sau pe baza acordurilor ks
de la Geneva, aga cum am mentionat mai Inainte., Reducerea reci-
procd a ostilitdtilor sau declararea incetirii focului ar putea
£i considerate ca un prim pas pentru inceperea oricHror discutii.
Statele Unite ale Americii r&min pregitite s¥-gi retragsd fortele
din Vietnamul de sud de indatd ce aceasti tari va fi in situatia
de a~gi putea hotdri singurd viitorul, fEr¥ nici un amestec din
afard. In legdturd cu aceasta, ag dori in mod special sd vi

atrag atentia, domnule secretar general, asupra paragrafului 2/9

din Comunicatul de la Manila, care spune cf noi sintem pregititi

sd ne retragem toate trupele in decurs de gase luni,

de indatﬁ t ’. .
it
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ce aceste conditiuni ar putea fi iIntrunite.

Statele Unite ale Americii nu doresc sd-gi continue, sub
nici o form#, prezenta militard in Vietnamul de sud. Noi consi-
deriim c¥ structura politicd a Vietnamului de sud trebuie gd fie
determinatd de sud-vietnamezi ingigi, printr-un proces democra-
tic gi ci problema reunificdrii Vietnamului trebuie sd fie
hotédritd pe baza liberei decizii a celor doud popoares.

Pe scurt, in vederea realizfrii unei solutiondri pagnice
a acestei probleme, sintem gata s# incercdm orice, cu exceptia
abandondrii Vietnamului de sud in fata unei agresiuni externe.

.. M-am referit la inceputul discutiei la convorbirea pe ca-
re am avut-o cu pregedintele Consiliului de Stat, Chivu Stoica,
81 cu ministrul afacerilor externe. Ministrul Mdnescu a spus,
in legdturd cu necesitatea incetdrii bombardamentelor asupra
Vietnamului de nord, ci S.U.A. cer mereu un sSemnal care sSi arate
ce se va Intimpla dupid aceasta. El a ardtat ci incetarea bombar-
damentelor ar putea duce la negocieri in vederea realizirii unei
reglementdri pagnice gi c&, de fapt, un asemenea semnal a fost
deja dat.

Aici trebuie sd mentionez doud puncte esentiale. Statele
Unite ale Americii nu pot in nici un caz si opreascs bombardamen-
tele In schimbul unui simplu acord de a purta discutii. R&spunsul
de reciprocitate pe care 11 agteptdm din partea Hanoiului trebuie:
sd fie concret gi trebuie s& contini, intr-o form# oarecare,
promisiunea unor pagi reali pentru inceperea unui proces in
directia deescaladarii.

Ag dori sd fac citeva observatii pe marginea acestor douf
puncte, pentru a incerca si le clarific. Noi nu gindim %n terme-
nii unei declaratii scrise sau categorice din partes Hanoiului.
Inteleg dificultidtile pe care le-ar avea Hanoiul de g recunoaste
in mod deschis ceea ce face in Vietnamul de sud. Insi - 4n Spe-
cial dupd egecul pauzei intervenite in bombardamente cu un an
in urmd si a altor diferite incercdri pe care le-am fédcut, prin
diferite metode, prin abordarea diferitelor guverne, pentru g

incerca si se ajungd totugi la masa tratativelor - nu putem fi
gatisficuti cu o simpls declaratie c¥ ceva s~

ar putea intimpla
dacd am Inceta bombardamentele.

Ceea ce ne intereseazi este o informatie substantialy

carecare, primitd dintr-o sursi de incredere, in ce privegte

6/0
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pozitia Hanoiului. Cu alte cuvinte, am dori s& avem in prealabil
un tablou mai mult sau mai putin clar, care si ne dea de inteles
ce ar intreprinde Hanoiul ca r¥spuns la aceste mdsuri intreprin-
se din partea noastra.

In acelagi timp, am primit instructiuni de la Washington
{ atrag atentia in mod special asupra declaratiei fdcute de
ambasadorul Goldberg la Natiunile Unite, la 22 septembrie, cind
s-a referit la posibilitatea incet#rii bombardamentelor, inainte
ca cealalt¥ parte s¥ intreprind¥ misuri oportune de rdspuns.
Acest aspect este deosebit de important, cu conditia gd avem
asigurdri, ficute in particular sau in alt fel, cd cealaltid
parte va intreprinde asemenea actiuni. Ceea ce a spus atunci
ambasadorul Goldberg rimine o declaratie cu autoritate asupra
pozitiel Stateler Unite ale Americii.,

Deci, in concluzie - avind in vedere discutia avutZ cu
pregedintele Chivu Stoica gi ministrul de externe MZnescu, fap-
tul c& guvernul dv. este la curent cu pozitia Hanoiului, ca gi
interesul profund pe care 11 manifestd in continuare guvernul
meu de a se ajunge la o solutie trainica, pasnicd, iar nu lg o
victorie militarsd - sint sigur c& guvernul meu ar aprecia foarte

mult orice comentariu sau observatie pe care dv., domnule secre-
tar general, ati dori si le faceti.

2774

8

Tov.Nicolae Ceaugescu:

Bu ag dori sd exprim intii pldcerea mea pentru aceasts
discufie cu dve., domnule Davis, ca ambasador al Statelor Unite
ale Americii la Bucuregti.

Degi ati inceput cu citeva aprecieri asupra politicii
Roméniei, eu voi l&sa aceasta mai la sfirgit gi ag dori si incep
direct cu problema Vietnamului.

Sigur, pozitia noastrd asupra cauzelor sau modului cum
s-a ajuns la acest conflict este cunoscutd gi nu ag dori s¥ mai
expun aceastd pozitie. De altfel gi domnul ambasador a subliniat
c8 aici pozifiile noastre sint deosebite.

Desigur c# este foarte greu de explicat de ce se gisesec
SeUsAe in Vietnam; de altfel, lucrul acesta nu este inteles
nici chiar de tofi cetdfenii americani; nu mai spun de alte
guverne, de alte popoare, care nu inteleg - gi le este greu si f

inteleagh - dece S.U.A. gi-au trimis trupele in Vietnam. Motivul %1

ip
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acesta, al apirdrii Vietnamului impotriva unei agresiuni straine
nu-gi gdseste, cel putin dupd cunogtinta mea, nici o justificare.
Nu cunosc ca vreo alt¥ tard si fi ameningat Intr-un fel sau altul
independenta Vietnamului. M& refer la o amenintare militaréd.

In ce priveste obiectivul actiunii Statelor Unite ale
Americii, eu ag dori si exprim considerentele pe care le am
£5r¥ multd diplomatie; m¥ pricep putin la diplomatie gi, de
altfel, aceasta este o problemi unde lucrurile trebuie spuse
cit mai clar. Domnul ambasador a prezentat obiectivul actual al
S.U.A., in sensul cd se urmireste si se pund capdt luptelor si
5% se realizeze in Vietnam o pace trainica.

D1 .Richard H.Davis:

S& se actioneze in directia realizdrii unei pici trainice
gi s& se obtind incetarea ostilitagilor.

Tov.Nicolae Ceaugescu:

Da.

Dacs acesta este obiectivul Statelor Unite ale Americii
4n Vietnam, nu v#d ce Impiedic# realizarea acestui obiectiv?!

In primul rind, In ce priveste actele de rédzboi impotriva
Republicii Democrate Vietnam. Aici, de fapt, este o actiune uni-
laterald; in nici un fel R.D.Vietnam nu duce vreun rdazboil
impotriva armatei americane sau impotriva Statelor Unite ale
Americii, 2n afarid de interventia trupelor antiaeriene pentru
a se apdra Impotriva bombardamentelor, insi acestea sint acte
de apirare, iar nu de rizboi impotriva S.U.A.

Deci, iat# c¥ ar fi foarte ugor si foarte simplu pentru
§.U.A. 83 realizeze un prim obiectiv, incetind bombardamentele
impotriva R.D.Vietnam; ar face astfel un pas foarte serios pe
calea realizdrii acestui obiectiv, pe care 1l afirmd. Urmat si
de alti pasi, s-ar ajunge la realizarea obiectivului afirmat
de domnul ambasador, pe care il urmaresc S.U.A.

Dupd pdrerea mea, in general a guvernului romé&n, problema
2ncetérii bombardamentelor ar constitui inceputul cel mai bun
pentru a se g8si calea de incetare In general a actelor de rdzboi
din Vietnam. Dup& cit gtiu, si R.D.Vietnam acordd acestei proble-
me o important¥ destul de mare gi o considerd, de altfel, ca pe
una din misurile esentiale pentru a se ajunge la tratative gi la
incetarea in general a actelor de rdzboi din Vietnam.

|
|
i
i
2
4
8 |
,§
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Dv. v-atl referit la faptul c& guvernul american doregte

insf anumite garantii. Pentru mine cel putin, nu este clar, ce

"anumite garantii" ar dori Statele Unite ale Americii?!

Incetarea neconditionatd a bombardamentelor nu ar aduce
decit un folos Statelor Unite ale Americii. Nu este un gecret
pentru nimeni c# continuarea acestor bombardamente nu se bucura
de nici un sprijin din partea nici unui stat gi nu cred cd In
viitor, dac# ele vor continua, vor aduce vreun sprijin pentru
aceste bombardamente din partea cuiva. Republica Democratd
Vietnam nu cere ca incetarea bombardamentelor sd fie considerata
ca o renuntare obligatorie sau fortatd din partea S.U.A., ci s&
fie un rezultat al hotfririi deliberate a S.U.A. insegi. Aceasta
ar contribui nu la sciderea prestigiunlui Intr-un fel al S.U.A.,
ci, dimpotrivd, la intdrirea acestui prestigiu. Cred cd foarte
multd lume ar vedea in aceastd actiune o misurd Inteleapté,
rationald gi utild pentru cauza pdcii gi, totodatd, s-ar crea
conditiuni pentru a se ajunge la tratative.

Vedeti, dv. insistati asupra prestigiului BUaAey degi
continuarea acestor bombardamente nu vd intéregte prestigiul.
Credefl oare c# veti reugi sd determinati guvernul sau poporul
Republicii Democrate Vietnam sd& capituleze in vreo formd? Vedeti,
ar trebui si vi ginditi Intr-un fel gi la prestigiul Vietnamului. ;
Intr-adevir, este o tard mai micd, dar a dat dovadd, in decursul
igtoriei, c# gtie sd-gl apere independenta, gi in timpul ocupatiei
chineze vreme indelungatd si In timpul ocupatiei franceze.
Atunci, dacd dv. doriti o iegire onorabild, de ce nu dati posi-
bilitate si celorlaltil gi glseascd aceastd iegire onorabil&?!

Eu gtiu cd in S.U.A. sint oameni care gindesc cd trebuie
continuate aceste bombardamente. Existd, dupd cit ati afirmat,
ins¥ gi dorinte de a se ajunge la o solutionare pagnici. Dar
credeti cd in alte tdri, indiferent de regimul social, nu sint
oameni care gindesc unii intr-un fel gi altii in alt fel?
prin continuarea acestor acte de r#zboi nu faceti decit sd
demonstrati cd nu se poate avea incredere in politica externd
a S.U.A. gi 88 fie Intdrite acele forte care sint pe o pozitie
mai fermi. Bu mi refer in general.

Deci, dupd p#rerea mea, primul pas care ar trebui fdcut
ar fi ca S.U.A. 88 inceteze bombardamentele fdrd nici o condities. £

In al doilea rind - legat de situatia din Vietnamul de

-
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sud - este problema recuncagterii Frontului National de Eliberare.§
Pentru reglementarea situatiei din Vietnamul de sud nu sint
suficiente tratativele cu Republica Democrat# Vietnam. Frontul
National de Eliberare este o organizatie independenté, are
Programul sau propriu, il cunoagteti, gi f&#rd a-l recunoasgte

§1 a discuta cu Frontul National de Eliberare nu se va putea
ajunge la o solutie pagnicd in Vietnamul de sud. Guvernul
Republicii Democrate Vietnam nu poate gi nu va putea nici in
viitor sd discute gi s¥ trateze In numele Frontului Naional de
Eliberare,

Dupd pdrerea mea gi, dupi cite gtiu, gi la conducitorii
Republicii Democrate Vietnam exist# asemenea pirere, pinZ la
urmd trebuie s# se ajung# la o solutie politicd a situatiei
din Vietnam, daci se pornegte de la dorinta de a se pune capat
acestui rédzboi. Altfel, el va putea avea o durati foarte mare,
cu consecinte care nu intotdeauna se pot prevedea.

Dacd vreti si v& spun sincer pirerea mea, acum sint
conditii in care s-ar putea, prin actiuni bine chibzuite din
partea Statelor Unite ale Americii, s3 se ajungd la o solutie
care si fie acceptabild gi pentru S.U.A. gi pentru Vietnam. Pot
interveni insd evenimente care s faci ca acest lucru s3 nu mai
fie chiar aga de posibil.,

Sigur, Roménia nu este, si spun asa, in apropierea teatru~
lui de r&zboi. Cunoagteti relatiile noastre cu Vietnamul de nord,
nu vreau s& vi le expun. Noi acordim sprijin Vietnamului de nord.
Avem legituri si cu Statele Unite ale Americii, ar putea fi gi
mai bune, dar despre aceasta o si vorbesc mai tirziu, Pornind
de la acest lucru, sintem interesati s& se ajungd la o solutie
cit mai neintirziatd In acest conflict din Vietnam., Dupd pirerea
mea, aceasta corespunde gi intereselor SeUsAe, i intereselor
Vietnamului, gi intereselor celorlalte t¥ri gi, deci, gi ale
Roméniei. Existenta acestui conflict constituie o piedicd 2n
momentul de fatd in calea imbunititirii relatiilox internagio-
nale in general si a relatiilor diferitelor state cu S.U.A. De
aceea, noi, ca gi alte tdri, sintem interesati in a se ajunge
la o solutionare cit mai grabnic# a r&zboiului din Vietnam.

Iatd, pe scurt, congiderentele pe care am vrut si le
exprim in legiturd cu aceasty problems ,

o/ o
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D1 .Richard H.Davis:
Imi permiteti sd fac un comentariu sau dou# pe marginea

celor spuse de dv., domnule secretar general?

Tov.Nicolae Ceaugescu:
Poftiti.

Dl ,Richard H.Davis:

Ati vorbit, domnule secretar general, despre actele de
razboi impotriva R.D.V., in special aceasta se referea la
bombardamentele noastre, gi ati mentionat c# aceasta este o
actiune unilaterald, insd noi nu putem considera aceastf chestiu-
ne a bombardamentelor ca fiind separati de actiunile pe care
vietnamezii din nord le-au intreprins in Vietnamul de sud. Am
mentionat c& in Vietnamul de sud se afl¥ 19 regimente ale arma-
tei regulate din Vietnamul de nord gi c# in prezent continu#
infiltrédrile de material militar gi de militari din Vietnamul
de nord in Vietnamul de sud. De aceea, noi agteptim un gest de
reciprocitate. Noi am incetat bombardamentele acum un an gi am
ciutat pe toate cdile si pornim spre inceperea negocierilor,

Dacd Statele Unite ale Americii ar inceta bombardamentele ™
acum, in mod neconditionat, trebuie s# ne gindim ce se va intim-
pla dacZ nu se va intimpla nimic. Cred c¥ guvernul nostru s-ar
gé&si intr-o situatie foarte dificilZ, dacZ ar inceta bombarda-
mentele, aga cum este indemnat de mult3 lume, sperind c¥ aceasta
va duce la o reglementare pagnicd, iar dupZ aceea nu s-ar
intimpla nimic.

De aceea, avem nevoie de o oarecare asigurare., M-am
referit intotdeauna la dificult&t{ile pe care le-ar putea avea
Hanoiul in aceastd privintd. Tocmai de aceea am gi atras atentia
asupra declaratiei fdcute de ambasadorul Goldberg cu privire la
incetarea bombardamentelor inainte de actiunea celeilalte parti,
cu condifia si avem o asigurare, pe cale particular¥ sau altfel,
ci dupd aceea se va intimpla ceva.

Cea de-a doua observatie pe care vreau s o fac. Ati
vorbit, domnule secretar general, despre problema recunocagterii
Frontului National de Eliberare., De mult¥ vreme ne situdim pe
pozitia c& prezentarea opiniilor Frontului National de Eliberare
nu ar ridica probleme, dar noi nu acdeptim Frontul Najional de
Eliberare ca reprezentant al poporului din Vietnamul de sud,
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In discutiile pe care le vom avea sintem insi gata sé
discutdm atit despre cele patru puncte ale R.D.Vietnam, cit gi
despre cele cinci puncte ale Frontului National de Eliberare.
Singura chestiune pe care o dorim in legaturd cu negocierile

este ca la masa tratativelor si poatd fi discutate toate
punctele,

Tocmai pentru aceste motive agteptim un semnal mai concret
decit ceea ce am primit pinY acum, ca si gtim dacd, intr-adevir,

incetarea bombardamentelor ne-ar duce inainte in directia
stabilirii pZecii.

Tov.Nicolae Ceausescu:

Sigur, problema nu este ugoard. Insd cred cZ, dacid S.U.A.
ar asculta de cerintele foarte multe din partea a foarte multe
tdri, care in general sint prietene ale S.U.A., h-ar face riu.
La noi, este un proverb; eu nu vreau si jignesc pe domnul
ambasador, insi se spune asa: cind mai mult{i prieteni te sfi-
tuiesc s& te duci acasd, este bine sd-i asculti gi s& te duci
acaséd. Chiar dacd consideri ci& n-au dreptate acegti prieteni,
totugi este bine sd-i asculti. Si noi ne consider&@m printre
prietenii S.U.A., indiferent de deosebirile de regimuri sociale
gi de deosebirile de pireri asupra unor probleme. Cel putin in
conditiile actuale nu poti s& spui ce se va intimpla in viitor.

Asigurdrile pe care le doresc S.U.A. nu le pot ob{ine,
Vreau s spun lucrurilor asa cum le privesc eu; nu vreau si
discut asupra motivelor gi cauzelor gi de ce nu. Dar pot spune
c8 incetarea bombardamentelor va netezi calea spre tratative.

Dup# cite gtiu, nici Prontul National de Eliberare gi
nici Republica Democratd Vietnam nu-gi propun realizarea imedia-
t% a unificdrii tarii si o considerd ca o problemd de viitor.

In privinta aceasta, pozitia lor aproape cid corespunde cu
pozitia S.U.A., adicd unificarea sd fie rezultatul hotdririi
celor douf state vietnameze gi sd se producd pe cale pagnicd.,
Aga c# se pare cd avetil gi puncte de vedere asemdndtoare cu
vietnamezii, inclusiv in ce privegte structura din Vietnamul
de sud.

Asa cd, iatd, sint doud probleme asupra cidrora aveti
acelagi punct de vedere, inclusiv in ce priveste soluf{ionarea
politicd a conflictului %ot sint puncte de vedere apropiate,
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Dupd pirerea mea, piedica care se ridicd este mai mult
problema aceasta de prestigiu care, dupd mine, nu este bine
inteleasd de S.U.A.

In ce priveste Frontul National de Eliberare, dacd dve
declarati c# doriti si stati de vorbd, s& ascultati pirerea
Frontului National de Eliberare, el trebuie gi recunoscut, si
agezat la masa tratativelor gi trebuie si se discute cu repre-
zentantii acestui Front.

Ati declarat ci sinteti de acord si se discute i cele
patru puncte gi cele cinei puncte, dar c# trebuie sd mai fie
luate in discutie si alte propuneri. Eu cred ci, atunci cind
ge va ajunge la masa tratativelor, sigur ci se vor dezbate
multe probleme. Nici nu se poate altfel: cind se ageazd doi
gd discute, trebuie s# asculte gi o pérere gi alta, iar pind la
urmf se va ajunge la o solutie acceptabild pentru partile:
respective.

Dupd cite cunosc eu, Republica Democratd Vietnam ar dori
ca 88 aibd cit mai putini intermediari gi sd discute c¢it mai
direct. Intotdeauna intermediarii mai iIncurcd lucrurile. Cred
cd au dreptate conducitorii vietnamezi sd nu agreeze prea mult
intermediarii, tinind seama c# intotdeauna, oricit ai dori, este
greu s glsegti intermediari care s fie chiar aga de dezintere-
gsatl gi s¥ nu caute si tragd anumite foloase.

D1 .Richard H.Davis:

In legiturd cu ultimul punct pe care l-atl mentionat,
domnule secretar general, de asemenea am primit instructiuni
g¥ vd spun c# am dori sd avem un contact direct gi disecret cu
Hanoiul si am aprecia dac# dv. v-ati gdsi In situatia de a le
spune lor acest lucru.

Ne dim seama cd toate aceste lucruri trebuie discutate.
De fapt, a§i remarcat foarte corect, domnule secretar general,
c¥ sint unele puncte in care nu vom intimpina mari dificultdti
in a ne intelege cu Hanoiul. Numai punctul trei este cel ce ne
creazd anumite dificultdti, insd acestea sint intr-adeviir
lueruri pentru care trebuie si ne intilnim gi asupra cirora
trebuie s& discutdm si s8 le rezolvim.

Tov.Nicolae Ce ‘
Ce vd impiedic# sd incetati bombardamentele ca si vi

puteti intilni? Aveti o diplomafie foarte dezvoltatd. Veti gHei
¥
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modalitdti diplomatice de asemenea naturd incit aceastd midsura,
luatd din initiativa S.U.A., 88 intireascd autoritatea Statelor
Unite ale Americii si s§ cigtige prieteni mai mul{i. Eu v-am
spus lucrurile f8rH% multd diplomatie, dar, desigur, pind la urmé
dv. hot&riti.

D1 ,Richard H.Davis:

Apreciez foarte mult franchetea dv., domnule secretar
general ., La rindul meu am incercat s& ardt pozitia guvernului
meu gi motivul pentru care am dori si avem un indiciu asupra
ceea ce se va intimpla. Poate cd n-am fost gsuficient de elocvent

in aceastd privinti.

Tov.Nicolae Ceaugescu:

Eu am fost foarte atent, ati fost foarte elocvent. In ce
v8 privegte pe dv. ati explicat foarte clar pozitia S.U.A., dar,
ca si vd spun cinstit, este o pozitie care este greu de explicat,
pentru ci este greu si fie inteleasd. Statele Unite ale Americii
constituie o putere militard gi economicd mare; dece trebuie sa
bombardeze, si distrugi o tard micd#, care de abia cu cifiva ani
2n urmi s-a eliberat de sub jugul francezilor gi a inceput sd-gi
organizeze economia, sd-gi construiascd o viatd mai ‘bund?

Dup# cum gtiti foarte bine, am avut discutii cu personali- |
t8ti de diferite conceptfii politice, pind la liberalii din
Japonia, gi la nimeni nu am gisit, drept sa vd spun, o intelegere:
fatd de politica S.U.A., iar acegtia nici macar nu pot fi b&nui-~ ‘
ti o8 sint comunisti. Sint insd lucruri care nu pot fi Intelese.
Aga c& faptul cd n-ati reugit sd mid convingeti pe mine nu se
datoregte dv., dv. ati dovedit multd capacitate, ci se datoregte
acestei politici care este greu de inteles.

Tn ce privegte rugdmintea de a transmite Republicii
Democrate Vietnam dorinta S.U.A., fdrd a dori s se infeleagd
4n vreun fel ci am vrea si devenim intermediari intre S.U.A. si
Vietnam, ins#, tinind seama gi de relatiile pe care noi le consi-
derim bune cu S.U.A. gi de relatiile pe care le avem cu R.D.
Vietnam, o si-i transmitem aceasta.

D1 .Richard H.Davis:
Incd o datd ag vrea si vd multumesc, domnule secretar
general .
Vreau s vd spun, in legdturd cu aceastd lipsd de inte-
legere fatd de politica S.U.A. in Vietnam de cHtre anumiti
./.
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oameni, de cadtre anumite tari, cd noi sintem convingi, pe baza
tuturor probelor de care dispunem, c# mai exist¥ inc# dorinta si
vointa din partea Vietnamului de nord de a acapara Vietnamul de
sud prin fort#, iar acest lucru, din multe motive istorice si
datoritd altor angajamente, noi nu-l1 putem permite.

Tov.Nicolae Ceaugescu: .

In primul rind, sint si unii gi altii vietnamezi - gi

cei din nord gi cei din sud. Asa ca nu se pot acapara unii pe
al{ii.

In ce privegte regimul pe care il vor adopta cei din sud,
el nu poate fi impus cu forta armelor gi, dupi cite gtiu, nu
existd o asemenea preocupare si dorintd din partea Vietnamului
de nord. Existd insd o dorintd legitimi, aceea de a se ajunge la
unificarea celor doud pirti ale Vietnamului. In ce ne privegte,
noi intelegem aceastd dorint{d ca o dorintd legitimZ gi pind 1la
urmé ea va fi realizatd,

Vedeti, francezii au stat mult timp in Vietnam gi totusi
au trebuit pinid la urmid si tragd concluzia ci# este mai bine s
giseascd o solutie pagnicd; au stat mult timp in Algeria - gi au
avut o armatd destul de puternicd in Algeria, cunoagteti bine
toate acestea ~ dar au trebuit siZ ajungd la concluzia c¢i trebuie
s% plece din Algeria si au f8cut bine. Relagiile lor cu Algeria
sint mai bune acum decit inainte si nu a scdzut prestigiunl
Frantei. Dimpotrivd, faptul cd de Gaulle a g#sit curajul de a
actiona pentru incetarea rdzboiului din Algeria a dus la cregte-
rea autoritd{ii lui, si in Franta, gi in intreaga lume.

Sigur, dv. spuneti: "dar S.U.A. sint o putere mai mare
decit Franta!" Da, dar cu atit mai mult poate si procedeze, si
spun chiar aga, mai generos. Va cigtiga prestigiu gi guvernul
gi pregedintele S.U.A., si in tard gi in strdindtate, gi vi veti
cigtiga prieteni i In Vietnam mai mult{i decit aveti acum,

Nu trebuie s8 v fie fric& ce o sid se intimple dacH
comunigtii o s8 aibd puterea gi In Vietnamul de sud. Se vede
ci inecd nu-i cunoagteti bine pe comunigti. In niei un fel
comunigtii din Vietnam nu vor ameninta Statele Unite ale
Americii; pot fi chiar in relatii bune cu S.U.A., Insd aceasta
este o problemd in afara cadrului discutiilor noastre.

i s
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D1 .Richard H.Davis: j
Sint de acord cu dv., domnule secretar general, in ce ﬁ )
privegte remarcile dv. cu privire la Algeria gi rezultatul aces- |

tel actiuni pentru Franta.

Si noi dorim s# vedem o reunificare a poporului vietnamez,
ins¥ in prezent sint doud Vietnamuri, doud Corei gi doud Germanii.
Noi nu credem ci reunificarea poate fi realizatd prin folosirea
fortei gi acesta este lucrul pe care il vedem intimplindu-se
in Vietnamul de sud.

Tov.Nicolae Ceausescu:
In ce ne privegte, noi avem acelagi punct de vedere cu
dv. cu privire la reunificare; nici Vietnamul, nici Coreea, nici

Germania nu se pot reunifica pe calea armelor. Dar, dupd cit
gtiu, aceasta este gi p#rerea guvernului Republicii Democrate
Vietnam. Trebuie si intelegem realitdtile, dar nici nu ne putem
opune procesului firesc de a se ajunge pind la urmd la unificarea
acestor popoare. In insdgi istoria S.U.A., existd asemenea
exemple, e drept ceva mail vechi. Si in istoria Romé&niei avem un
asemenea exemplu cind, cu toate eforturile marilor puteri de a
impiedica unirea T&rilor Roménesti, ea s-a realizat, iar faptul
c% Roménia gi-a realizat atunci un stat national unit nu a
amenintat si nu amenint{d nici acum pe nimeni. Dimpotriva, dupd
pirerea mea, acesta constituie un factor de stabilitate in
aceastd parte a lumii. Dacd Vietnamul va ajunge la unificare,
ota va fi in folosul pH#cii in partea aceea a lumii; in orice
caz, un Vietnam unificat va fi un Vietnam care va duce o politicad
de pace si de independentd. Sigur, aceasta este o proble md de
perspectivé° Dar daci apelim la istorie, istoria dovedegte ci
n-ar trebui si ne temem de aceastd unificare, pentru cid atita
timp cit popoarele Vor trii divizate in doud, permanent vor fi
jve de discutii gi de agitatie.

Dact vreti s# cunoagteti pirerea mea, nici Coreea pind
1a urmi nu va putea g% rimind pe veeci aga, iar atit timp cit
egte divizatd in dous constituie un factor de nelinigte gi un
pericol de conflict. Coreea unificatd va deveni un factor al
picii. Intotdeauna se vor gisi, gi in Coreea de nord gi in
Coreea de sud, oameni care g8 nu fie multumiti cu starea actuald
de lucruri si si se preocupe pentru a gdsl cdi pentru o re~
unificare. Sigur cd pot interveni momente cind unii si considere

acea
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cd pot face aceasta gi cu forta. Cit timp se mentine aceastd
stare de lucruri pericolul acesta desigur cid exista. Nimeni nu
poate da garantii pentru nimeni in aceastd privintd. Credeti cd

A nrsenc

dacd Germania va r&mine divizatd in doud mult timp, nu vor fi
permanente frimintiri?! Sigur, nu este o problemd actualZ, insd
germanii nu se vor impica pe veci s rEmini divizati in doud,
Am expus aceste considerente, tinind seama c& dve. v-ati referit
gl la situatia din Germania, Coreea gi Vietnam.

D1 Richard H.Davis:

Sint sigur, domnule secretar general, cé guvernul meu
va fi in Intregime de acord cu aprecierea dv. c& nici un popor
nu poate si fie satisficut, multumit, cu o divizare de lungd
durat¥ a poporului in doud gi cd aceasta va reprezenta intotdeau-
na o sursi de nelinigte. Insi aceasta este o problemd de viitor.

Tov.Nicolae Ceausgescu:
In legituri cu Vietnamul, se pare c# am putea sd ne oprim

aici,
D1 ,Richard H.Davis:
V8 multumesc pentru considerentele pe care le-ati expus,

domnule secretar general.

Tov.Nicolae Ceaugescu:

V-ati referit la inceput la politica Roméniei. Aveti
perfectd dreptate cd Rominia este preocupatd de a duce o politi-
c# de int¥rire a dezvoltdrii sale economice gi de asigurare a
independentei gi suveranitdtii tdrii gi a poporului. De la
aceste principii plecim in relatiile cu toate tirile. Considerdm
c%, in conditiile de astdzi din lume, aceasta corespunde intere-
gelor generale ale gecurititii gi pécii.

Noi avem pirerea cd incd mult timp, in lume, natiunile
gi statele nationale vor avea un rol important de jucat si viata
dovedegte de altfel acest lucru. De aceea considerdm cd in toatd
aceastd perioadd relatiile internationale trebuie s& se bazeze
pe incredere intre natiuni, intre statele nationale, pe respectul
independentei gi suveranitdtii fiecdruia gi pe neamestec, sub
nieci o form#, in treburile interne ale altor state.

De aceea, noi dezvoltdm, dupd cum cunoagteti, relatiile
cu toate t#rile, indiferent de orinduirea sociald. In Europa
nu avem incd relatil diplomatice cu R.F.G., dar probabil c#
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zilele acestea vom rezolva gi aceastd problemd, in sensul

stabilirii acestor relatii. Noi consider#m ci aceasta va contri- ﬁ;
bui la crearea unei atmosfere mai bune in Europa. De asemenea, '
cdutdim sd normaliziim gi s# stabilim relatii diplomatice cu toate
tdrile din toate continentele, iar rezultatele sint imbucurdtoa-
re gi in aceastd directie.

As vrea si spun citeva cuvinte despre relatiile noastre
cu Statele Unite ale Americii. In general s-ar putea spune cd
ele sint normale; avem relatii economice, avem relatii diploma-
tice, in ultimul timp s-au l¥rgit schimburile de delegatii in
diferite domenii de activitate, dar chiar asa de normale nu
sint, mai cu seam# in ce privegte relatiile economice. Nu cunosc
cifre, ins#, in orice caz, volumul schimburilor comercigle se
ridic¥ la citeva milioane de dolari anual. Cu R.F.G., cu toate
c8 nu avem relatii diplomatice, volumul acestor schimburi se
ridic¥ la sute de milioane de dolari. Si cu Franta, si cu Italia,
si cu Japonia in ultimul timp, aceste relatil se dezvoltd bine.

Eu nu Inteleg bine, dece tocmai cu Statele Unite ale
Americii lucrurile merg mai greu. Nici in trecut n-am avat
direct probleme intre tirile noastre si, dupd cite stiu, nu avem
nici acum. Nu gtiu, poate au Statele Unite ale Americii anumite
lueruri, pe care noi incd nu le cunoagtem.

Sigur c&, asa cum am ar8tat mai inainte, existenta
rizboinlui din Vietnam constituie o anumit8 piedicd, Ins& s-ar
putea ca relatiile economice si se dezvolte ceva mai mult
2ntre tirile noastre, pentru cd, pinZ la urmd, relatiile dintre
gtate, dintre popoare se materializeazd in diferite domenii de
activitate. Sigur, este adevirat, pot fi gi numai relatii gene-
rale, declaratii generale de bune relatii, de prietenie, insa,
dupd ocum gtiti, si in dragoste platonismul intotdeauna are o
perioadd gcurti. De aceea, dezvoltarea relatiilor economice,
gtiintifice, tehnice are o importantd mare in dezvoltarea gi
intdrirea relatiilor de prietenie intre popoarele noastre.

Eu vreau si fiu bine inteles. Sigur, noi dorim sé
dezvoltim aceste relatii, in m¥sura in care aceastd dorintd
existd si din partea S.U.Ae Ce nu putem cumpdra din S.U.A.,
cumpirdm din Buropa, din Japonia; in orice caz, nu réminem in
urm#é sau nu stdm pe loc din cauzd cd nu putem procura anumite
1ucruri din S.U.A. si nici nu agteptdm pind cind vor dori S.U.A. §&
g8 dezvolte aceste relatii. Sigur, cind se vor coace conditiile, ;,*

of »
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cum se spune acum, se va putea sd dezvoltdm atunci aceste relatii.
Noi intelegem, dacii oamenii de afaceri, guvernul S.U.A. nu
considerd utile aceste relatii sau doresc ca ele si fie mentinute '
la un anumit nivel, nu privim aceasta cu nici un fel de resenti-
ment. Aga c¥, din acest punct de vedere, nu este nici o piedicd
in dezvoltarea relatiilor dintre Roménia gi S.U.A.

In ce priveste problemele din Europa, dv. cunoasteti
pdrerea noastrd. Noi avem pireri ceva mai revolutionare in
privinta Europei, In sensul c# dorim ca tirile europene sd-gi
realizeze relatiile dintre ele in mod independent, fErd vreun

# amestec din afari. De aici si pozitia noastrd fatf de blocurile
militare, fatd de trupele striine. Nu inseamni c# noi consideram
cd statele europene nu trebuie si pistreze gi si dezvolte rela-
tiile cu S.U.A. sau cu alte t#ri neeuropene. Dar ele pot fi
relatii foarte bune gi chiar mai bune decit ast&zi, cind nu
se vor mai bizui pe blocurile militare sau pe anumite trupe
g1 baze militare. Stiti, la noi se spune aga: este bine cind
1ti vine in vizit& un prieten, dar dacd uitd s& mai plece, atuneci
prietenia se cam stricd. Cred c& intelegeti la ce mZ refer.

D1 ,Richard H.Davis:
Inteleg.

Tov.Nicolge Ceaugescu:

Si, plecarea trupelor americane sau ale altor t3ri din
Europa nu va rdci prietenia dintre aceste t&ri si S.U.A.
Dimpotrivd, aceasta va intdri relatiile de prietenie. Sigur, este
o problemi care apartine viitorului, dar gi ea trebuie sf-gi

giseascd o rezolvare, deoarece, cu ceit se prelungegte existenta
blocurilor militare, cu atit se creazd relatii care pot si
pericliteze pacea. De aceea noi ne-am pronuntat gi ne pronuntim
pentru desfiintarea blocurilor militare - gi NATO gi Pactul de
i la Vargovia. Aceastd pozitie nu este indreptatd impotriva niminui
gi este, dupd pdrerea noastrd, o cerinti a situatiei internatio-
nale de astdzi, a cidrei realizare va ajuta la dezvoltarea rela-
tiilor mai bune intre popoare si la cauza pdcii generale.
Aceste citeva consideratii am dorit si le expun domnului
7 ambasador .

D1.Richard H.Davis:
V& mulijumese foarte mult.

o/ o
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As dori s# mentionez in mod special cuvintarea rostitd
de pregedintele Johnson la recenta sesiune a Congresului, in
ce privegte politica noastrf, in special fatd de térile Europel
résiritene. Ne dim seama ci nu sintem de acord asupra tuturor
lucrurilor, ins¥ cel putin, dacd sintem in dezacord, sd fim in
dezacord intr-un mod linigtit gi s¥ incercém s¥ dezvoltém
relatiile noastre in acele domenii unde este posibil sd realizém
cele mai bune progrese.

Desigur, presedintele noastru este de acord cu ceea ce
ati exprimat dv., domnule secretar general, cu privire la

- necesitatea extinderii contactelor gi schimburilor noastre
economice, gtiintifice, tehnice, culturale.

Noi nu dorim sub nici o form# si influentfm intr-un fel
sau altul relatiile tH#rilor din Europa résdriteand cu Uniunea
SovieticH#. Noi dorim ca aceste relatii si fie dintre cele mai
bune cu putintf. Nu avem nici dorinta de a influenta sistemul
sau regimul social pe care 1l au t#rile Europei risdritene.

Noi considerim, ca gi dv., cd8 imbundtidtirea atmosferei
si apropierea reciprocd pot contribui la reglementarea satisfi-
citoare a marilor probleme.

Intelegem pozitia adoptatd de dv. fatd de blocurile
militare, aliantele militare gi bazele militare. Pe de altad
parte, aceasta este o problem& care privegte bazele securitdtii
europene, asigurarea conditiilor in care atit Vestul cit si
Estul s% se simt¥ in securitate, iar pentru aceasta trebuie si
ge creeze o bazd de intelegere si Incredere reciproei. Desigur,
in strinsd legdturd cu aceste lucruri este problema Germaniei
si a reunificdrii sale.

Trecind la relatiile noastre reciproce, recunocagtem
c8 Vietnamul a fost probabil motivul pentru care nu s-au
intreprins noi pagi sau noi initiative. Totugi, pregedintele
Johnson a propus Congresului si se ia unele mi#suri, care noi
toti, cel ce avem de-a face cu Europa rdsdriteand, ne dim seama
o de mult ar fi trebuit s& se ia.

Pentru a fi sincer cu dv,, gtirile pe care le primesc
de la Washington nu sint prea optimiste, In ce privegte faptul :
dacd Congresul va intreprinde midsuri favorabile in cadrul actualeil
sesiuni. Am vorbit cu delegaia Congresului S.U.A. care a fost
recent aici. Am fdcut tot ce mi-a stat in putint¥ s¥-i conving,

L . ined nu sint sigur c¥ am fost suficient de eloevent, Unii dintp |
of &
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ei viid in ce const¥ problema, ins¥ altii dintre ei interpreteazi
sentimentele populatiei americane care este interesatl in
broblema vietnamezd, ceea ce ii duce la aprecierea cd anul
acesta nu va fi posibil s¥ se intreprindd vreo actiune pozitivi
in acest domeniu. Cu toate acestea,noi dorim s intreprindem
misurile pe care am putea si le intreprindem gi in conditiile
actuale.

Sintem pe cale s¥ Incepem tratativele cu guvernul romin
in ce privegte reinoirea acordului nostru de schimburi culturale.}
Noi dorim si continudm gi si dezvoltim aceste contacte gl rela~-
tii In toate domeniile.

Am luat, de asemenea, notd de faptul c# guvernul romén
a hot#rit si trimitd in S.U.A. trei grupuri de specialigti,
cuprinzind personalitdti, atit din guvern, cit gi din organiza-
tiile economice, gi am recomandat la Washington, la nivel inalt,
g8 se ia mdsuri In vederea asigurdirii succesuluil acestor vizite,
astfel incit vizitatorii si aibd posibilitatea sd ia legdtura
cu persoane competente gi si& vadd tot ce doresc.

Pot si spun, de asemenea, cd am fost izbit de numirul
mare de oameni de afaceri americani, care in ultimul timp Sncep
g8 vin& la Bucuregti, pentru a discuta cu organele dv. De

l. exemplu, in ultimele gase luni numirul lor a fost cu mult mai
mare decit in primele gase luni ale prezentel mele aici. Pot
s# v# asigur, domnule secretar general, ci din partea ambasadei

ei n-au primit nimic altceva decit Incurajare in realizarea
contactelor lor.

- e —

P

Deci, incercdm sié Intreprindem actiuni, in m¥sura %n
care este posibil, pentru dezvoltarea relatiilor In domeniile
in care existd posibilitd{i - economic, cultural - pe care le~ati
mentionat gi dv., domnule secretar general.

Tov.Nicolae Ceaugescu:
Noi apreciem contributia gi efortul pe care %1 face
domnul ambasador gi, de altfel, cunoagtem acest lucru.
Vedeti, este greu ca anumite lucruri si fie intelese
chiar in S.U.A., dar se vor gisl pind la urm¥ posibilit¥i gi
gse vor ingelege lucrurile. In general, eu sint optimist in toate
directiile gi ored c# gl iIn ce privegte relatiile cu S.U.A,
sint perspective gi se va ajunge la aceasta. ;

g 0/0 L) A
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D1.Richard H.Davis:

V-am ripit deja atit de mult timp. Apreciez foarte mult
posibilitatea de a fi avut aceastd convorbire foarte cuprinzd-
toare asupra problemelor dintre cele doud nafiuni. Permitefi-mi
ins# si mentionez un singur lucru.

Guvernul meu nu are intentia si publice ceva despre
Venirea mea la dv., insd, in cazul in care ar deveni cunoscuté,
as vrea si vi spun, domnule secretar general, ce intenfionez
s8 spun colegilor mei de aici gi s vd iIntreb dac# lucrul acesta
vi se pare potrivit. Ag intentiona si spun colegilor mei céd am
cerut si-1 vdd pe secretarul general, dupd ce am petrecut un
an aici, pentru a face o trecere in revist¥ a relatiilor noastre
generale gi pentru a vorbi despre diferite probleme internatio- 54

nale, inclusiv problema Vietnamului. Acesta este tot ce voi
sSpune.

Tov.Nicolae Ceaugescu:
Eu sint de acord si nu o facem publicd.

Dl .Richard H.Davis:

V& multumesc.
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January 31, 1967
The Discussions began at 1200 hours.

Mr. Richard H. Davis: Thank you, Mr. General Secretary, for receiving me. | know how
busy you are and | appreciate this opportunity to have, for the first time, a
conversation with you.

OThe origin of my request to see you, Mr. General secretary, derives from the
conversation | had on 22 January with the President of the State Council, Chivu Stoica,
and with Foreign Minister Manescu, on the train, after the hunting trip organized for
the heads of diplomatic missions accredited in Bucharest

0One of the questions raised on that occasion by Foreign Minister Manescu was
whether the U.S. government correctly understands Romanian policy. | replied then -
and | would like to underscore now as well, in the conversation with you - that the
U.S. government and administration truly understands the policy of the Romanian
government, that we have followed with great interest the steps undertaken by
Romania in the last years regarding the consolidation of its national independence,
we have followed the measures undertaken by Romania with a view to establishing
good relations with all countries and, likewise, the efforts and positive contributions
brought by Romania for diminishing tensions, considering that this represents, at the
same time, a contribution to the regulation of litigious problems and the improvement
of relations among all countries.

[JHowever, especially one aspect of our conversations, in connection with Vietham, was
the motive for which | solicited this meeting, in order to have the possibility of
explaining our position. In the train, we discussed with the President of the State
Council, Chivu Stoica, and Foreign Minister Manescu the issue of Vietnam and other
related problems. | reported this conversation to Washington, just as the foreign
minister requested. Precisely because of that | have requested to be received by you,
because the government of my country continues to manifest an acute interest in any
step that could lead to a peaceful resolution and to the installation of peace in South
Vietnam.

0l do not want to take too much of your time, with explanations of our opinions in
connection with the origin and history of the evolution of the situation in Vietnam,
because | know that this is an issue in which our opinions differ. However, | would like
to mention several essential elements of our position.

OIn the first place, we and our allies are in Vietnam by virtue of an obligation, on the
basis of a treaty, in order to act to counter the danger of aggression against South
Vietnam. Our objective, however, remains that of putting an end to all of the fighting,
to all of the hostilities and manifestations of violence. We, as | have said, pursue the
realization of honorable and lasting resolution in this part of the world, and the
Geneva Accords of 1954 and 1962 can represent a basis for such a resolution. This
was mentioned, likewise, in the Declaration of the Warsaw Pact members in July last
year.

OThe question is how do we begin?

OWe have tried frequently, through all of the means that we could imagine, to bring
this problem to the negotiation table.

(If you permit me, | will present very briefly our position. We are prepared to conduct
discussion or negotiations, without any prior conditions, or on the basis of the Geneva
Accords, as | mentioned before. The reciprocal reduction of hostilities or the
declaration of a cease-fire could be considered a first step for the beginning of any
discussions. The United States of American remains prepared to withdraw its forces
from South Vietnam as soon as this country will be in a situation to decide its own
fate, without any interference from abroad. In connection with this, | would especially
like to draw your attention, Mr. General secretary, to paragraph 2/9 of the Manila
Communication, which says that we are prepared to withdraw all of the troops within
six months, as soon as these conditions are met.

[JThe United States of America does not desire to continue, under any form, its military
presence in South Vietnam. We think the political structure of South Vietham should



be determined by the South Viethamese themselves, through a democratic process,
and that the problem of the reunification of Vietham must be decided on the basis of
a free decision of the two peoples.

OIn short, with a view towards achieving a peaceful solution of this problem, we are
ready to try anything, with the exception of abandoning South Vietnam in the face of
foreign aggression.

0l referred at the beginning of the discussion to the conversation that | had with
President of the State Council, Chivu Stoica, and with the Foreign Minister. Minister
Manescu said that, in connection with the necessity of ceasing the bombing of North
Vietnam, the U.S.A. always asks for a signal that shows what will happen after that.
He explained that the cessation of bombing could lead to negotiations in view of
achieving a peaceful settlement and, in fact, that such a signal was already given.

OHere | must mention two essential points. The United States of America can in no
case stop the bombing in exchange for a simple agreement to engage in talks. The
reciprocal response that we await on the part of Hanoi must be concrete and must
contain, in some form, the promise of real stops for the beginning of a process in the
direction of de-escalation.

Ol would like to make several observations on the margin of these two points, in order
to try and clarify them. We do not think in terms of a written or categorical
declaration on the part of Hanoi. | understand the difficulties that Hanoi has in openly
recognizing what it is doing in South Vietnam. However - especially after the failure of
the bombing pause a year ago and of other various attempts that we have made,
through various methods, through the approach of different governments, in order to
try nonetheless to arrive at the negotiation table - we cannot be satisfied with a
simple declaration that something could happen if we cease the bombing.

[(What interests us is some substantial information, received from a trustworthy
source, regarding position of Hanoi. In other words, we would like to have a more or
less clear tableaux beforehand, which would allow us to understand what Hanoi would
undertake in response to the measures undertaken from our side.

(At the same time, | have received instructions from Washington to draw attention
especially to the declaration made by Ambassador Goldberg in the United Nations, on
22 September, when he referred to the possibility of ceasing the bombing, before the
other side undertakes opportune measures in response. This aspect is especially
important, with the condition that we have assurances, given privately or otherwise,
that the other side will undertake similar actions. What Goldberg said then remains
an authoritative declaration on the position of the United States of America.

(Thus, in conclusion - having in view the discussion with President Chivu Stoica and
Foreign Minister Manescu, that fact that your government is current with the position
of Hanoi, and that my government continues to manifest a profound interest in
reaching a long-lasting, peaceful solution and not a military victory - | am sure that
my government would appreciate very much any comment or observation that you,
Mr. General secretary, would like to make.

Cde. Nicolae Ceausescu: | would like first of all to express my pleasure for this
discussion with you, Mr. Davis, as ambassador of the United States of American in
Bucharest.

OJAlthough you began with several appreciations of the policy of Romania, | will leave
that to the end and | would like to begin directly with the problem of Vietnam.

JOf course, our position on the causes and manner of how this conflict came about is
known and | do not wish to further present this position. In the same way Mr.
Ambassador also underscored that here our positions differ.

[Certainly it is very difficult to explain why the U.S.A. finds itself in Vietnam. Indeed, it
is not understood even by all American citizens, not to mention by other governments
and other peoples who do not understand - and it is difficult for them to understand -
why the U.S.A. sends its troops into Vietnam. This motive of the defense of Vietham
against foreign aggression finds, at least according to my knowledge, no justification.
| know of no other country that should be threatened in one way or another by an
independent Vietnam. | refer to a military threat.



[Regarding the objective of the actions of the United States of America, | would like to
express my considerations to you without much diplomacy. | know little diplomacy
and, in this case, it is a problem where matters must be stated with the utmost
clarity. Mr. Ambassador has presented the current objective of the U.S.A., in the
sense that it pursues an end to the fighting and the realization of a lasting peace in
Vietnam.

Mr. Richard H. Davis: That we should act in the direction of a lasting peace and
obtaining an end to hostilities.

Cde. Nicolae Ceausescu: Yes.

gIf this is the objective of the United States of America in Vietnam, | do not see what
impedes it from realizing this objective?!

OIn the first place, regarding the acts of war against the Democratic Republic of
Vietnam. Here, in fact, is a unilateral action. In no way does the D. R. Vietham
conduct any war against the American army or against the United States of America,
aside from the operation of its anti-aircraft troops in order to defend against U.S.
bombardments. However those are acts of defense, and not of war against the U.S.A.

(JThus, you see how it would be very easy and very simple for the U.S.A. to realize its
first objective, by ceasing the bombing against D. R. Vietnam. To do so would be a
very serious step on the path of realizing the objective that you affirm. Followed also
by other steps, it would arrive to the realization of the objective affirmed by Mr.
Ambassador, as that which the U.S.A. pursues.

(in my opinion, and generally-speaking in that of the Romanian government, the
problem of ceasing the bombing would constitute the beginning of the best way for
finding the path of ceasing the acts of war in Vietnam in general. From what | know,
D. R. Viethnam also accords attention to this rather important problem and it considers
it, in the same way, one of the essential measures in order to reach negotiations and
the general cessation of acts of war in Vietnam.

OYou have referred to the fact that the American government wants certain
guarantees. For me at least, it is not clear what "certain guarantees" the United
States of America would desire?!

(The unconditional cessation of bombing would only bring advantage to the United
States of America. It is no secret for anyone that the continuation of this bombing
enjoys no support from any state and | do not believe, if it continues, that the
bombing will bring support from anyone in the future either. The Democratic Republic
of Vietnam does not request that the cessation of bombing should be considered as
an obligatory or forced renunciation on the part of the U.S.A., but that it should result
from a deliberate decision of the U.S.A. itself. This would contribute not to a loss of
prestige of any sort by the U.S.A. On the contrary, [it would contribute] to the
strengthening of that prestige. | believe that very many people would see this action
as a wise, rational and useful measure in the cause of peace and, at the same time, it
would create conditions for arriving at negotiations.

OYou see, you insist upon the prestige of the U.S.A., although the continuation of this
bombing does not strengthen that prestige. Do you believe that you will succeed in
determining the government or the people of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam to
capitulate in any way? You see, you must also think in a way to the prestige of
Vietnam. Truly, it is a smaller country, but it has given proof, in the course of history,
that it knows how to defend its independence, both for the very long period of
Chinese occupation and during the French occupation. Then, if you want an honorable
exit, why not give the others the possibility of finding an honorable exit?!

0l know that in the U.S.A. there are people who think that this bombing should be
continue. However, from what you have affirmed, there are also those who desire to
arrive at a peaceful solution. Do you think that in other countries, regardless of their
social regime, there are not also some people who think in one way and others who
think otherwise? Through the continuation of these acts of war you do nothing other
than demonstrate that there can be no trust placed in the foreign policy of the U.S.A.
and that those forces taking more rigid positions should be strengthened. Generally



speaking.
(Thus, in my opinion, the first step that should be taken would be that the U.S.A.
ceases the bombing without any condition.

OIn the second place - connected with the situation in South Vietnam - is the issue of
recognizing the National Liberation Front. Negotiations with the Democratic Republic
of Vietnam are not sufficient for the resolution of the situation in South Vietnam. The
National Liberation Front is an independent organization, it has its own program, you
know it, and without recognizing and discussing with the National Liberation Front
one cannot arrive at a peaceful solution in South Vietham. The government of the
Democratic Republic of Vietnam cannot and could not in the future discuss and
negotiate in the name of the National Liberation Front.

(In my opinion and, from what | know a similar opinion is held by the leadership of the
Democratic Republic of Vietnam, in the end a political solution must be reached on
the situation of Vietnam; if one starts off from the desire to put an end to this war. In
this way it could have a very long duration, with consequences that are not always
foreseeable.

(If you want me to tell you my sincere opinion, the conditions now exist for achieving,
through well-thought actions on the part of the United States of America, a solution
that would be acceptable both for the U.S.A. and for Vietnam. Events, however, may
intervene that render this not quite as possible.

[JOf course, Romania is not, so to speak, close to the theater of war. You know our
relations with North Vietnam. | do not want to present them to you. We accord
support to North Vietnam. We have ties also with the United States of America, which
could be even better but about that we will talk later. Starting off from this, we are
interested to arrive to a solution of this conflict in Vietnam with as little delay as
possible. In my opinion, this corresponds also with the interests of the U.S.A., the
interests of Vietnam, the interests of the other countries and, thus, also with the
interests of Romania. The existence of this conflict constitutes an obstacle at the
current moment on the path of improving international relations in general and the
relations of various states with the U.S.A. Given that, we, as other countries, are
interested in reaching a solution of the war in Vietham with as much haste as
possible.

DANnd those, in short, are the considerations that | wanted to express in connection
with this problem.

Mr. Richard Davis: Would you allow me to make one or two comments on the margin
of what you have said, Mr. General secretary?

Cde. Nicolae Ceausescu: Please.

Mr. Richard Davis: You had spoken, Mr. General secretary, about the acts of war
against the D. R. V., especially referring to our bombing, and you mentioned that this
is a unilateral action. However, we cannot consider this issue of bombings as being
separate from the actions that North Vietnamese has undertaken in South Vietnam. |
mentioned that in South Vietnam there are 19 regiments of the North Vietnamese
regular army and that at present the infiltration of military materiel and soldiers from
North Vietnam into South Vietham continues. Given that, we wait a gesture of
reciprocity. We have stopped the bombing a year ago now and we sought all paths
for beginning negotiations.

OIf the United States of America would cease bombing now, unconditionally, we must
think about what will happen if nothing happens. | believe that our government would
find itself in a very difficult situation, if it would cease bombing, as it is asked to do by
many people, hoping that this will lead to a peaceful resolution, and after that
nothing happens.

OGiven that, we have need of some assurance. | always referred to the difficulties that
Hanoi could have in this regard. Precisely because of that | also drew attention to the

declaration made by Ambassador Goldberg with regard to a cessation of the bombing
before any action by other parties, on the condition that we have an assurance,



privately or otherwise, that after that something will happen.

(There is a second observation that | want to make. You have spoken, Mr. General
secretary, about the problem of recognizing the National Liberation Front. For a long
time we have been situated on the position that the presentation of the opinions of
the National Liberation Front does not raise any problems, but we cannot accept the
National Liberation Front as representative of the people of South Vietham.

(In the discussions that we will have with them, however, we are ready to discuss both
those four points of the D. R. Vietham and those five points of the National Liberation
Front. The only issue that we desire in connection with the negotiations is that all of
the points can be discussed at the negotiation table.

(For exactly that motive we wait for a more concrete sign than that which we have
received until now, in order to know if, truly, the cessation of bombing would lead
forward in the direction of establishing peace.

Cde. Nicolae Ceausescu: Certainly, the problem is not an easy one. However, | believe
that it would not be bad, if the U.S.A. would listen to the very many requests on
behalf of very many countries, which are in general friends of the U.S.A. Among us
there is a proverb. | do not wish to offend Mr. Ambassador, but it goes like this: When
many friends are advising you to go home, it is well that you listen to them and you
go home. Even if you consider that these friends are not right. Nevertheless, it is well
to listen to them. We also consider ourselves among the friends of the U.S.A.,
regardless of the differences of social regime and the differences of opinion on some
problems. At least in the current circumstances, as | cannot say what may happen in
the future.

OThe assurances that the U.S.A. desires | cannot obtain for them. | want to state
matters as | see them. | do not want to discuss motives and causes and why not. But |
can say that the cessation of bombing will clear the path toward negotiations.

[JFrom what | know, neither the National Liberation Front nor the Democratic Republic
of Vietham propose the immediate reunification of the country and both consider it a
problem of the future. Regarding this, their position almost corresponds to the U.S.
position, meaning that unification must be the result of the decision of the two
Vietnamese states and should be produced along a peaceful path. So it appears that
you also have points of view similar with those of the Vietnamese, including with
regard to the structure of South Vietnam.

(OSuch that, look, there are two problems on which you have the same point of view,
including in regard to the political solution of the conflict the points of view are close.

0in my opinion, the obstacle that arises is more the problem of prestige, which, in my
opinion, is not well understood by the U.S.A.

OIn regard to the National Liberation Front, if you declare that want to speak with, to
listen to the opinions of the National Liberation Front, it must also be recognized, and
seated at the negotiation table and one must discuss with the representatives of this
Front.

[JYou have declared that you agree that the four point and the five points should be
discussed, but that other proposals must also be taken under discussion. | believe
that, when one arrives at the negotiation table, many problems will certainly be
debated. It cannot be otherwise: when two sit down to discuss, both one's opinion
and the other's must be heard, and in the end an acceptable solution for the
respective parties will be reached.

JFrom what | know, the Democratic Republic of Vietnam would like to have as few
intermediaries as possible and to discuss as directly as possible. Intermediaries
always complicate matters. | believe that the Viethamese leadership is right not to
accept too many intermediaries, taking into account that always, no matter what you
want, it is difficult to find intermediaries that are quite so disinterested and that do
not seek to draw certain uses [from their involvement].

Mr. Richard H. Davis: In connection with the last point that you mentioned, Mr.
General secretary, | received similar instructions to say to you that we want to have
direct and discrete contact with Hanoi and we would appreciate if you found yourself



in a situation to say this to them.

[We also understand that all of these matters must be discussed. In fact, you have
very correctly remarked, Mr. General secretary, that there are some points that will
not meet with great difficulties in reaching an understanding with Hanoi. Only point
three is one that creates certain difficulties for us. However, these are truly matters
on which we must meet and over which we must discuss and resolve.

Cde. Nicolae Ceausescu: What impedes you from ceasing the bombing so that you
can meet? You have a very well developed diplomacy. You can find diplomatic
modalities of such a nature so that this measure, taken on the initiative of the U.S.A,,
will strengthen the authority of the United States of America and win more friends. |
have told you these things without much diplomacy. Certainly, however, in the end
you decide.

Mr. Richard H. Davis: | appreciate very much your frankness, Mr. General secretary.
For my part | have tried to explain the position of my government and the motive for
which we want to have an indication about what will happen. Maybe | was not
sufficiently eloquent in this regard.

Cde. Nicolae Ceausescu: | was very attentive and you were very eloquent. In regards
to yourself, you explained very clearly the position of the U.S.A. but, to tell you
truthfully, it is a hard position to explain, because it is difficult to understand. The
United States of America is a great military and economic power. Why must it
bombard [and] destroy a small country that has only just liberated itself from the
French yoke several years ago and that has hardly begun to organize its economy, to
construct a better life for itself?

0As you well know, we have had discussions with personalities of various political
conceptions, up to and including the liberals of Japan, and we have found among
none of them, it is well that I tell you, any understanding for U.S. policy, and these
personalities cannot be even suspected of being communists. There are matters that
cannot be understood. The fact that you have not succeeded in convincing me is no
fault of yours. You have proven much capacity, but [your failure to convince] is due to
this policy that is hard to understand.

(Regarding the request to transmit the desire of the U.S.A. to the Democratic Republic
of Vietham, we have no wish to give the impression in any way that we want to
become intermediaries between the U.S.A. and Vietnam. However, taking into
account our relations that we consider good with the U.S.A. and the relations that we
have with the D. R. Vietnam, we will transmit this to them.

Mr. Richard H. Davis: Once more | want to thank you, Mr. General Secretary.

0l want to tell you, in connection with this lack of understanding toward the policy of
the U.S.A. in Vietnam by certain people, by certain countries, that we are convinced,
on the basis of all of the evidence at our disposal, that there also still exists the desire
and will on the part of North Vietnam to acquire South Vietnam through force, and
this, for many historical motives and due to other arrangements, we cannot permit.

Cde. Nicolae Ceausescu: In the first place, both one and the other are Viethamese -
both those of the North and those of the South. And so one cannot absorb the other.

[(JRegarding the regime that those in the South will adopt, it cannot be imposed by
force of arms and from what | know there is no such preoccupation nor desire to do
so on the part of North Vietnam. There is, however, a legitimate desire, that of
achieving the unification of the two parts of Vietnam. For our part, we understand this
desire as a legitimate desire and in the end it will be realized.

(You see, the French stayed in Vietnam for a long time. Nevertheless, they had in the
end to draw the conclusion that it is better to find a peaceful solution. They also
stayed for a long time in Algeria - and they had a rather powerful army in Algeria, you
know well all of this - but they were compelled to reach the conclusion that they



should leave Algeria and they did well by so doing. Their relations with Algeria are
now better than they were before and the prestige of France has not suffered. On the
contrary, the fact that de Gaulle found the courage to act for the cessation of the war
in Algeria lead to the growth of his prestige, both in France and in the entire world.

(Certainly, you can say: "but the U.S.A. is a greater power than France!" Yes, but that
is even greater reason for it to proceed, so to speak, more generously. You will gain
prestige, both the U.S. government and the U.S. president, both in the country and
abroad, and you will gain more friends in Vietnam than you have now.

OYou must not be afraid of what will happen if the communists have power in South
Vietnam. It is evident that you still do not know communists very well. In no way will
the communists in Vietnam threaten the United States of America. They may even
have good relations with the U.S.A. However, that is a problem outside the framework
of our discussions.

Mr. Richard H. Davis: | agree with you, Mr. General Secretary, concerning your
remarks with regard to Algeria and the result of this action for France.

[JWe would also like to see a reunification of the Vietnamese people. However, at
present there are two Vietnams, two Koreas and two Germanys. We do not believe
that their reunification can be realized through the use of force and this is what we
see happening in South Vietnam.

Cde. Nicolae Ceausescu: For our part: we have the same point of view regarding
reunification as you. Neither Vietham nor Korea nor Germany can be reunified
through the resort to arms. But, from what | know, this is also the opinion of the
government of the Democratic Republic of Vietham. We must understand the
realities, but we cannot oppose natural processes from arriving in the end to the
unification of this people. There is a similar example in the history of the U.S.A. itself,
although it is true that it is somewhat older. We also have such an example in the
history of Romania when, with all of the efforts of the great powers to obstruct the
union of the Romanian Lands, it was realized nonetheless, and the fact that Romania
then realized a national state unit threatened and threatens no one. On the contrary,
in my opinion, this constitutes a factor of stability in this part of the world. If Vietham
will achieve unification, it will be in the service of peace in this part of the world; in
any case, a unified Vietnam that conducts a policy of peace and independence. Of
course, this is a long-term problem. But if we appeal to history, history proves that we
should not be afraid of this unification, because so long as this people lives divided in
two, there will be permanent motives for discussions and agitation.

gIf you want to know my opinion, in the end not even Korea can remain forever
divided, and so long as it is divided in two it will constitute a factor of disquiet and a
danger of conflict. A unified Korea will become a factor of peace. People in both North
Korea and South Korea who are not satisfied with the current state of affairs and
those who are preoccupied with finding a path toward reunification will always be
found. Of course, moments could intervene when some consider that they can do this
with force as well. So long as this state of affairs is maintained the danger of that
certainly exists. No one can give guarantees in this regard. Do you think that if
Germany remains divided in two for a long period, there will not be permanent
troubles?! Of course, it is not a current problem. However, the Germans will not be
forever reconciled with their division in two. | have expressed these considerations
bearing in mind that you have referred also to the situation of Germany, Korea and
Vietnam.

Mr. Richard H. Davis: | am sure, Mr. General Secretary, that my government will be
entirely in agreement with your appreciation that no people could be satisfied or
pleased with a long-term division of its people in two, and that this will always
represent a source of disquiet. However, this is a problem of the future.

Cde. Nicolae Ceausescu: In connection with Vietnam, it seems that we could stop
here.



Mr. Richard H. Davis: | thank you for the considerations that you have presented, Mr.
General Secretary.

Cde. Nicolae Ceausescu: You referred at the start to the policy of Romania. You are
perfectly correct that Romania is preoccupied with conducting a policy that
strengthens its economic development and assures the independence and
sovereignty of the country and of its people. These principles are the point of
departure in our relations with all countries. We consider that, in today's conditions,
this corresponds to the general interests of security and peace.

OWe have the opinion that for some time to come nations and national states will have
an important role to play in the world, and life proves this. Given that we consider
that all during this period international relations must be based on trust between
nations, between national states, on the respect for the independence and
sovereignty of each one and on the noninterference, in any form whatsoever, in the
internal affairs of other states.

(Given that, we develop, as you know, relations with all states, regardless of their
social order. In Europe we do not yet have diplomatic relations with the F.R.G., but
probably these days we will also resolve that problem, in the sense of establishing
these relations. We consider that this will contribute to the creation of a better
atmosphere in Europe. Likewise, we seek to normalize and to establish diplomatic
relations with all of the countries on all continents, and the results are encouraging in
this direction as well.

0! would like to say several words about our relations with the United States of
America. In general one could say that they are normal; we have economic relations,
we have diplomatic relations, recently we have increased the volume of delegation
exchanges in various domains of activity, but they are not quite so normal, especially
regarding economic relations. | do not know the figures, however, in any case, the
volume of commercial exchanges has reached several million dollars annually. With
the F.R.G., despite that we do not have diplomatic relations, the volume of these
changes has reached hundreds of millions of dollars. And with France, and with Italy,
and with Japan more recently, these relations develop well.

0! do not understand, why only with the United States of America things are so
difficult. Nor have our countries had direct problems with each other in the past and,
from what | know, we have none now. | do not know, maybe the United States of
American has certain issues with us, which we do not yet know.

[JOf course, as | have explained earlier, the existence of the war in Vietham constitutes
a certain impediment, however, economic relations between our countries could
develop much better, because, in the final analysis, the relations between states,
between peoples materializes in various domains of activity. Certainly, it is true, there
can be relations of only a general nature, general declarations of good relations, of
friendship, however, as you know, platonic love also has a short lifespan. Given that,
the development of economic, scientific and technical relations has a great
importance in the development and strengthening of friendly relations between our
peoples.

0! would like to be well understood. Certainly, we desire to develop these relations, to
the degree in which this desire also exists on the part of the U.S.A. What we cannot
buy from the U.S.A., we buy in Europe or Japan; in any case, we will not remain
behind nor will we stand in place just because we cannot buy certain things from the
U.S.A., nor will we simply wait until the U.S.A. wants to develop these [economic]
relations. Of course, when these conditions will ripen, as they now say, we could then
further develop these relations. We understand, if businessmen, if the U.S.
government does not consider these relations useful or desires to maintain them only
at a certain level, we do not view this with any sort of resentment. Thus, from this
point of view, there is no impediment to the development of relations between
Romania and the U.S.A.

ORegarding the problems of Europe, you know our opinion. We have an opinion
somewhat more revolutionary regarding Europe, in the sense that we desire that the
European countries should realize the relationships among them in an independent
way, without any interference from outside. From this derives our position towards



military blocs, towards [the presence in Europe of] foreign troops as well. This does
not mean that we consider that the European states must not preserve and develop
their relations with the U.S.A. or with other non-European countries. But they can be
very good relations and even better relations than today, when they are not based on
military blocs or on [the presence of] certain troops and military bases. You know, we
have a saying: it is good when a friend visits, but if the friend forgets to leave, then
the friendship spoils. | think you understand to what | refer.

Mr. Richard H. Davis: | understand.

Cde. Nicolae Ceausescu: So, the departure of American troops or of those of other
countries from Europe will not cool the friendship between those countries and the
U.S.A. On the contrary, it will strengthen the relations of friendship. Of course, this is
a problem that belongs to the future, but it also must find a resolution, because, as
long as the existence of military blocs is prolonged, relations that can imperil peace
will be created. Given that, we have called for and we continue to call for the
dissolution of the military blocs - both NATO and the Warsaw Pact. This position is not
directed against anyone and is, in our opinion, a requirement of today's international
situation, whose realization will help the development of better relations between
peoples and the cause of peace generally.

(These several considerations | wanted to present to you Mr. Ambassador.

Mr. Richard H. Davis: Thank you very much.

0! would like to mention especially the speech of President Johnson in the recent
session of Congress, in regard to our policy, especially towards the countries of
Eastern Europe. We recognize that we are not in agreement on all matters, however,
at least, if we are in disagreement, we should be in disagreement quietly and we
should try to develop our relations in those domains where it is possible to realize the
best progress.

0Of course, our president agrees with what you have expressed, Mr. General secretary,
with regard to the necessity of extending our contacts and economic, scientific,
technical and cultural exchanges.

(OWe do not want under any form to influence in any way the relations of the countries
of Eastern Europe with the Soviet Union. We desire that these relations should be the
best possible. We have not desire to influence the social system or regime of the
countries of Eastern Europe.

OWe consider, as do you, that the improvement of the atmosphere and reciprocal
rapprochement can contribute to the satisfactory resolution of the large problems.

[We understand the position you have adopted towards the military blocs, military
alliances and military bases. On the other hand, this is a problem connected with the
basis of security in Europe, the assurance of the conditions in which both the West
and the East feel secure, and for this we must create a basis of mutual understanding
and trust. Of course, closely connected with these matters is the problem of Germany
and its reunification.

[Passing to our mutual relations, we recognize that Vietnam was probably the motive
for which new steps or new initiatives were not undertaken. Nevertheless, President
Johnson has proposed to Congress that it take some measures, which all of us, those
who are preoccupied with Eastern Europe, recognize should have been taken long
ago.

[JTo be sincere with you, the news that | have received from Washington is not too
optimistic, in regards to the fact whether Congress will undertake favorable measures
within the current session. We spoke with the U.S. Congressional delegation that was
here recently. | did everything in my power to convince them, however | am not
certain that | was sufficiently eloquent. Some of them see where the problem lies,
however, others among them interpret the sentiments of the American population,
which is interested in the problem of Vietham, which leads them to the appreciation
that this year it will not be possible to undertake any positive action in this domain.
With all of that, we want to undertake the measures that we can take under the



current conditions.

[JWe are on the path to begin negotiations with the Romanian government regarding
the renewal of our cultural exchanges. We desire to continue and to develop these
contacts and relations in all domains.

Ol have taken, likewise, note of the fact that the Romanian government has decided to
send to the U.S.A. three groups of specialists, comprising personalities both from
government as well as from economic organizations, and | have recommended to
Washington, at the senior level, that it take measures in view of assuring the success
of these visits, so that the visitors should have both the possibility of making contact
with competent persons and of seeing everything they desire to see.

0l can say, likewise, that | was amazed by the large number of American businessmen,
who in the recent period begin to come to Bucharest, in order to discuss with your
organs, for example, in the last six months their number was much greater than in

the first six months of my presence here. | can assure you, Mr. General Secretary, on
behalf of the Embassy, that they receive only encouragement in the realization of
their contacts.

(Thus, we try to undertake actions, to the degree possible, in order to develop
relations in the domains where possibilities exist - economic, cultural - which you
have also mentioned, Mr. General secretary.

Cde. Nicolae Ceausescu: We appreciate the contribution and effort that Mr.
Ambassador makes and we are well aware of it.

(You see, it is difficult for some matters to be understood even by the U.S.A., but in
the end possibilities will be found and matters will be understood. In general, | and
optimistic in every direction and | believe that in regards to the relations with the
U.S.A. there are favorable perspectives and they will be achieved.

Mr. Richard H. Davis: | have already taken much of your time. | appreciate very much
the possibility to have had this very comprehensive conversation on the problems
between the two nations. Permit me, however, to mention one thing.

My government has no intention of publishing anything about my coming to you,
however, in case it becomes known, | would like to tell you, Mr. General secretary,
what | intend to tell my colleagues here and ask you whether this seems appropriate
to you. I intend to say to my colleagues that | requested an audience with the General
secretary, after | spent a year here, in order to pass in review our general relations
and to speak about various international problems, including the problem of Vietham.
This is all I will say.

Cde. Nicolae Ceausescu: | agree that we should not give it any publicity.
Mr. Richard H. Davis: Thank you. 0000000
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