Digital Archive

. . - digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org
International History Declassified

W Wilson
Center

November 6, 1957

Views Expressed by Minister Hoon Kim at the Red
Cross Conference at New Delhi

Citation:

"Views Expressed by Minister Hoon Kim at the Red Cross Conference at New Delhi",
November 6, 1957, Wilson Center Digital Archive, B-339-035, The Korean Legation in the
Philippines, Reports from the Korean Mission to the United Nations and Republic of Korea

Embassies and Legations, Syngman Rhee Institute, Yonsei University.
https://wilson-center.drivingcreative.com/document/123332

Summary:

Minister Kim speaks at the plenary session during the discussion on the draft resolution
of the USA concerning the Red Cross traditional principle.

Credits:

This document was made possible with support from Syngman Rhee Institute, Yonsei University
Original Language:
English

Contents:

Original Scan


digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org

mesrlegltaI Archive _ Original Scan

., MR. PARK (

for action

for information

for distribution

for comment

for return / /1
,l /u,n} e MV‘@ ! ,"“7:2

f\ F !f)d, R . M{)" i




Original Scan

VIEYS RXPRESSED BY MINISTER HOON KIM, CHIRF OF THE REPUBLIC
OF XOREA DRLEGATION TO THE XIXTH mfmmom RED m |

CONFERENCEB AT NEW IEIHI, INDIA ON NOVEMERR &, zg
RIBNARY..GBSSION DURING THB DISCUSBION ON THE IIOMIDI
OF THE U.S.A, OONCRRNING THE RED CROS3 TRADITIONAL PRINCIPIR

BY WHICH THE INVITATIONS TO ALL PARTIES BE ADDREESSED ACOORDING
TO THRIR OWN OFFICIAL RITLES.

Mr. Chairman, lsdies and gentlemen,’

The delegation of the Republio of Korea to this confersnce
wishes to make sure onoe again the principle of the Red Cross
that it is non-political and purely for a humanitarian servios
for all peoples. This is also very olearly mentioned by the
chairman of the conference in the very beginning of this con-
forencs. I wish to quote once again the statement made by the
Irish delegate yesterday on the same resolution -~ it was asked
vhether any change had taken place in the Red Cross prinoiple
since the previous conforsnce held in Toronto, 1952. I do,
too, wish to ask the authorities concerned what change has
taken place regarding the prinoiple of the Red Cross between
1952 until now. We are all undexstood that no change was made
in the Red Cross principle. The question comes to our minds -
who changed the offiocial title of the Republic of China to the
Government of Pormosa? The one individual or the growp of in-
dividuals oxr the organigzation who purposely or unpurposely used
the improper name on the invitation, has already violated the
prinoiple of the Red Cross by not using the proper title or
namé., It involves as well a political problem, in this case,
the change of title of a soversign state, namely, the Repubdblio

0of China to the Government of Formosa.
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lLadies and gentlemen, we &ll understood from the beginning
that we should not touch any political question or problem for

that our Red Cross is a nonepolitical organization. But I am
sure all you delegntes experienced that the previous speskers,
the Polish delagate for one, delivered a political spesech which \
belongs to the United Nations and not to this Red Oross Confa-
rence. The Paople's Republic of China delegate also apent seo
much of this conference time to explain their position and the
position of the Republic of China which they say is a part of
their territoxy, All these are purely political questions, and
therefore, those delegates already violated the rules of this
conference in which political problems are not allowed to be
discussed.

It seems to me, .ir. Chairman, we have here with us some
people who really are not clear about using words as "Principle"
and "Humanity." Shakespeare defines the word "Humanity" as some-
thing which has to do with the love amony fellow human beings.
Certeinly, no humanity can be realized without the realization
of the value of human rights and husan freedom. Hundreds and
thousands of our ancestors saorificed themselves for the great
principle ¢f human rights and human freedom. But it is with |
a great regret that ve still have to see and have to meet those
people who misuse and misinterpret the words "principle" and
"humanity" for their own selfish purposes.

Now, ladies and gentlemen, the term "principle" is actually
vhat all of us are 1nt§reatod in, and that is all in this reso-
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lution submitted by the United 8tates delegation at this moment.
It is clear to everyone of us that the princifle of the Red
Cross has not changed in any sense or any time since the Toronto
Conference of 1952. But the traditional principle and practice
of using the proper offioial title for all the invited mexbers
of the Red Cross Conference now appears to have been changed,
vithout having maede any change in the Red Cross principje which
has been used for so long a period of time, VWe are also in-
formed that at the Toronto Conference in 1952, the Republic of
China was fully represented. V¥e, the delegation of the Repub-
lic of Korea cannot discovsr any real reason why the uaual
official title of fho Republic of China had to be changed to
the Government of Formosa which title was, purposely or unpur-
posely, used by the authorities who are respmsble for ssnding
out the invitations for this confersnce. We, the delegation of
the Republic of Korea, therefore, fully support this resolution
by which the traditional principle of the Red Cross should be
at once effeotively ocarried out in order to re-affirm the true
spirit of the Red Cross as well as carry on this present confe-

rence much more successiully.

Thank you.
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