
Digital Archive
International History Declassified

digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org

November 6, 1957
Views Expressed by Minister Hoon Kim at the Red

Cross Conference at New Delhi

Citation:

"Views Expressed by Minister Hoon Kim at the Red Cross Conference at New Delhi",
November 6, 1957, Wilson Center Digital Archive, B-339-035, The Korean Legation in the
Philippines, Reports from the Korean Mission to the United Nations and Republic of Korea
Embassies and Legations, Syngman Rhee Institute, Yonsei University.
https://wilson-center.drivingcreative.com/document/123332

Summary:

Minister Kim speaks at the plenary session during the discussion on the draft resolution
of the USA concerning the Red Cross traditional principle. 

Credits:

This document was made possible with support from Syngman Rhee Institute, Yonsei University

Original Language:

English

Contents:

Original Scan

digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org


~ of'*-~~;i.~ 

\:J:/ *~'l.tiJf~~ 
The Syngman Rhee Institute 

MR. PARK 

for action 
for infonnati.on 
for distribution 
for oollm8nt · 

// for retum L 1 1 
I.{ f :t I ,(1 tf6tV Mv,a j ~· ., . ·;;.. . 

' " . ~ r . -/... .,._ ' 

. I , ... ,,.._, R i" .. ,,,>'!- ' .. 
. •\ , . . n~ • \,, . rv . .. : 

Wilson Center Digital Archive Original Scan



® 
ol%'1!'1:!-+~ 

**ll.t~J'\'.~ 
The Syngman Rhee Institute 

./ ... 

VIB'4 JIURB881D Bl KINIST.ER HOON mt OiDr 01 !Bl mumo 
OJ IDW DBJi"GATIOI TO TD IIBH DTB.AfIOIAJ, DD ... . 
OODDBHCJ At DV DWll, IIDU Oii BOY.ma 6, 1957 At tll 
~J,BW\J;.:8JSSIOI JJJBIIG !HI DISCUSIIOB 01 THI lll1ft mGlmIOI 
OJ fill u.s.A. OOIOBUIH !HK BJ]) OK>SI TIADitIOW 11IJCI1ll 
BY VBICJI !HI IIYUA!IOJIS !() ALL P.utrDB Bl AD'f'818811> 1.oaoam• 
TO THIIR OVI OJJIQUI, !ITL'E. 

Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentl ... n, · 

. Th• delegation ot the :rtepublio of Iona to tbi• oonterence 

wishes to mm aure onoe again ih• priaoiple ot the lt4 aroa1· 

that it is non-political and purely for a humanitarian semoe 

tor all peoples. fhis is al~o ve-ry oloarly mentioned by th• 

ohairaan of the oonferenoe in the vr,ry beginning ot this oon-

:terenc•. l wish to quota once again the stateaent 11ad• bJ th• 

Irish deleaate yesterda¥ on the same resolution - it vas a•k•4 

whether any change had taken place in the led Croes prinoiplt 

since the previous oonforenoe held in Toronto, 1952. I 4o, 

too, wish to ask the authorities oonoern1d what change has 

taken place regarding the prinoiple of the Red Orosa between 

1962 until now. Ve are all understood that no change waa •4• 
in the Red Cross prinoiple. The question comes to our ain4• -

who ohange4 th• offioial title of the Republio of Qlina to the 

Gover11J1ent of Jormoaa? Th• one individual or the group of in­

dividuals or the organization who purposel.J or unpuieposelJ uetd 

tho improper name on the invitation, bae already nolatt4 the 

principle of the Red Crose by not using the proper title or 

name. It involve& as well a political. problem, in this oaet, 

the ohange of title ot a eovoreign state, namely, tht Republio 

of China to the Government of 1ormosa. 
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Iadie1 and gentlemen, we all understood trom the beginning 

that we should not touch any political question or problem tor 

that our Red .Oroaa ie a non-political organization. But I em 

sure all you delegates experienced that the previous sp1aker1, 

the Polilh delegate :for one, delivered a political speech which 

belongs to the United Nations and not to this Red Orosa Conf•-

rence. 'l'he People's Republic of Qlina delegate aleo spent so 

muoh of this conference 'U.M to explain their position an4 the 

position of the Republic of China whi.ch they say is a part of 

their territory. All these are purely political queation11, ar¥1 

thareforo, those dolegates alrend1 violated the 1'1les of this 

conference in vhioh political problems are not allowed to be 

discussed. 

It eeome to me, ~ir. Chairman, ve have here with us some 

people who really are not clear about using words as 11Princ1pJ•" 

and 11Humanity." Shakespeare defines the word 11Humnit}'" as some-

thing which has to do with the love among fellow human beings. 

Certainl.J, no humanity can be realized without the realization 

of the value of human rights and hwaan freedom. Hundreds an4 

thousands of our anceators aaorificed themeelvea :for the great 

principle 0t hwwi ri·gnta and human freedom. But it is vi'th 

a great regret that we still have to see and have to meet tboa• 

people who lliauae and Jlieintarpret the words 11pr1no1ple" and 

"humanity" !or their own selfish purposes. 

Now, ladies and ~ntlemen, the term "prinoiple" ia actually 

what all ot us are interested in, and that ie all in this reao-
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lution submitted by the United States delegation at thia aoaent. 

It ie clear to everyone of us that the prin91ple of th• Beel 

Croes has not changed in &Jl1 sense or any time since the !roronto 

Conference ot 1952. But the traditional principle and pracstice 

of using the proper offioial title for all the invitt4 .. lllbtre 

of the Red Cross Conference now appear• to haTe been oh1Dg94, 

without having made any ohange in the led Cross prinoipJ.• wbioh 

bas been used for so long a period of tu.. We an aleo 1n­

formed that at the Toronto Conference in 1952, the Republio ot 

China was fully represented. Ve, the delegation of the Repub-

lie of Korea cannot discover any real reason why the µaual 

official title of the Republio of China hnd to be changed to 

the Government of Pormosa which title vas, purposely or unpur­

posely, used by the authorities who are respaviblefor sending 

out the invitations for this conference. we, the delegation ot 

tha Republic of Korea, therefore, fully support this resolution 

by which the traditional principle of the Red Orosa·ahould be 

at once effectively carried out in order to re-affirm the true 

spirit of the Red Croes as well aa carry on this p~sent oonfe-

renoe suoh more auoceestul.ly. 

!hank you. 
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