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Summary:

Bolivia’'s chargé d’affaires in Prague, Jorge Calvimontes Calvimontes, was a young
leftwing journalist and poet who had risen to prominence in the 1950s as a writer for La
Nacién, the official newspaper of the Bolivian revolution and its heterogeneous political
party, the Movimiento Nacionalista Revolucionario.

Original Language:
Czech

Contents:


digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org

Original Scan
Translation - English



Wilson Center Digital Archive
&kﬁ:l"‘!' &4-4 SEESG Aoty v i

ZRULEN ﬁ’fgﬁgﬁ UTAJE
Drévod: 2-(;? 2¢ 7 & v&%ﬁj

PhDy, Alens Maskows

8.j. 018.765/61-DP,

Zaznan
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0 navstéveé bolivijského chargé d affaires a.i. u vedouciho PP,

Dne 2 listopadu 1961 nav&tivil mne ve 12 hodin bolivij -
sky chargé d aflalres a.1. p.Calvimontes, ktery o nédvitévu poua-
dal. ﬂ

Informoval, %e obdrZel od svého ministerstva ?4d a dekret
pro byvalého &s. obchodniho p¥id&lence v La Paz s.Reichla. Mg
v umyslu toto vyznamendni slavnostné predat na vyslanectvi a pro-
8il o sdéleni,kdo by se z &s. strany mél této mendi slavnosti
zidastnit. Rekl jsem p.chargé d'affaires, Ze Cs. obdan potiebuje
k pfijeti ciziho P4du souhlas &s. vlédy a presidenta republiky.
Zédost o udéleni souhlasu s.Reichlovi k prijeti bolivijského Pé-
du byla jiZ podédna a Jjakmile bude znémo rozhodnuti, budu p.Cel -
vimontes informovat. V daldim rozhovoru vyslovil p.Calvimontes
poté&8eni nad tim, Ze hospoddiské styky se mezi nadimi zemdmi ecel-
velkou zésluhu o dosa¥eny stupen

e

kem dobie rozvijeji a Ze prévé
rozvoje mé p.Reichl, ktery za svého pobytu v La Paz velmi aktivné
pracoval v tomto sméru. Pokud jde o kulturni styky, Pekl chargé
d“affaires, Ze prévé obdrZel dvé vystavy a to vystavu barevné foto-
grafie z Bolivie a vystavu d&tské kresby. Pljde vlbec o prvni bo-
livijskou vystavu, organizovanou v CSSR. Vystavou mé byt zahdjeno
plnéni dohody o kulturni spolupréci, kterd byla podepsédna minuly
mésic pii név8t&vE bolivijského ministra Skolstvi a kultury. Po -
kud jde o fotografie, jsou na nich aspekty zn»aornu3101 urdité vy-
moZenosti, kterych Bolivie dosdhla, soulasnd jsou pry téZ foto -

grafie ukazujici na bidu’'a socidlnf nedostatky, ve kteryeh jedté&
Cdst obyvatelstva Zije. Byla pry volena form3 této vistavy tak, aby
ukézala skutednou Bolivii a nikoliv propaga&né idealizovanou. Vy -
stavu fotografii by chtéli instalovat soulasné s vystavou kresby
bolivijskych d&ti a tim vzbudit zdjem a solidaritu naich masovych
organizaci, nap¥*. [0H nebo Us. cerveneho kf{i%e piri pomoci na vy -
stavb& "détského mésta™, které mi byt vybudovéno za mezindrodnd
pomoeci v Bolivii a urditym zplsobem m& napomoci k PeSeni problému
chudych déti. Na mﬂj dotaz, zda jiZ o této vystavé jednal s d&s.
misty mi chargé d af aires odpov&d&l, Ze dosud nikoliv. Rekl Jeem
mu, Ze upoz rnim nas piisludny teritoridlni odbor, ab‘ informoval
M8K. V této souvislosti Jjsem se dotézal p. chargé d “aft faires, jak
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byl spokojen ministr ¥kolstvi a kultury za svého pobytu v CGSSR

a kdy je pocitédno s eventuelni ndv3tévou ministra Kahudy v Bo -
livii, kterému bylo tstn€ tlumoleno pozvéni do Bolivie. PanCal-
vimontes Pfekl, Ze zatim pisemné pozvani pro s.KahudunneobdrZel,
Ye vSak stdle Jjesté oclekavéd piijezd bolivijského ministra zemé -
ddlstvi, ktery m&l do (SSR prijet Jiz v rijnu t.r., av8ak dosud
neméd zprévy, kdy skutedné pirijede. S usmévem dodal, Ze pry po -
dobnd zpeZdéni jsou obvykld a Ze nevyluduje, Ze je&té& do konce
roku by bolivijsky ministr zem&d&lstvi mohl USSR navidtivit.

V zévéru rozhovoru zminil se p.Calvimontes o tom, Ze dosud
nebyla vyrefena otéazka jeho externiho studia na novindrské fa -
kulté v Praze, Sice pry jiZ obdrZfel studijni plén, av3ak doposud
nebyl proveden jeho zépis. O této otézce pry JjiZ hovoril se
s.PetrZielkou a s.Hajkem, kte’i mu prislibili pomoc. O studium
md mimorddny zdjem, ponévadZ vidy se zabyval novindistvim a pred
svym odjezdem do CSSR, presto, Ze zastdaval funkei generélniho
feditele ministerstva verejnych praci Bolivie, byl novindiem
vliddniho listu Nacion. Proto by réd zdokonalil s vou odbornost
studiem na novind¥ské fakulté v Praze. Mysli, %e md k tomu pied-
poklady, nebot po roece v CSSR se Ji%z celkem obstojn& naudil ho -
vorit i &esky., Prislibil Jjsem p.Calvimontesovi, %e provérim, jek
dalece tato jeho zdleZitost postoupila. Névitéva trvala 30 minut.
Hovol'eno bylo desky., ‘

¢ v &ryg

1) Sledovat otdzku souhlasu p#ijeti bolivijského ?aédu s.Reichlem.

2) Informovat 6.odbor o chystané vjystavé barevné fotografie a
d8tské kresby s tim, aby 6.odbor projednal otdzku s M3K.

3) Informovat se o %&dosti p.Calvimontes o externi studium na
novinarské fakulté a v prfipadé kladného vylrizeni jej vyrozumét.
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Ref. 018.765/61- DP. Secret!

[Czechoslovak Ministry of Foreign Affairs]

Record of Visit of Bolivian Chargé d’Affaires [Jorge] Calvimontes,
[Prague, Czechoslovakia]

[2 November 1961]

At 12 noon on 2 November 1961, Bolivian Chargé d’Affaires a.i., Mr. Calvimontes,
visited me at his request.

He informed me that he had received orders and a decree from his ministry for the
former Cz. Commercial Attaché in La Paz cde. Reichl. He intends to hand this over at
the awards ceremony at the Embassy and asked for communication regarding who
would attend these small festivities from the Cz. party. | told the Chargé d’Affaires
that a Cz. citizen is required to get a foreign order agreement from the Cz.
government and from the President of the Republic. Cde. Reichl’s application for the
adoption of Bolivia’s order has been filed, and Mr. Calivmontes will be informed when
a decision is known. In another interview, Mr. Calvimontes expressed his delight
regarding the fact that economic relations between our countries are developing
quite well and gave great credit for that achievement to Mr. Reichl, who was actively
involved in this matter while temporarily residing in La Paz. As far as the cultural
relations are concerned, the chargé d’affaires announced receiving two art
exhibitions. One being color photography and the other being child drawings. It will
be the very first Bolivian art exhibition organized by CSSR [Czechoslovak Socialist
Republic]. At the same time, the exhibition serves as a cornerstone of the cultural
relations agreement signed last month during the visit of the Bolivian Minister of
Education and Culture. As far as the photography exhibition is concerned, it reflects
both specific modern developments and conveniences Bolivia has achieved lately as
well as photographs depicting the poverty and social destitution that is still present
among Bolivians. The main purpose of this exhibition is to show the real situation
present in Bolivia instead of an idealized one. The photographic exhibition will be
installed simultaneously with the exhibition of Bolivian children’s drawings to thus
arouse the interest and solidarity of our mass organizations, such as the ROH and the
Cz. Red Cross, in helping to build the ‘kids’ town’ to be built in Bolivia with
international assistance and in some way assist in the solution of the problem of child
poverty...

[More pleasantries follow]

[...]JAt the end of the conversation, Mr. Calvimontes mentioned the fact that questions
regarding his extramural studies at the Faculty of Journalism in Prague had not been
resolved yet. Although he has already obtained the curriculum, he is still waiting to be
enrolled. He has already talked to both Comrades Petrzelka and Héjek who promised
to help. These studies are of particular interest to him, because he had always been
engaged in journalism, and prior to his departure for the CSSR, he worked as a
journalist for the government newspaper La Nacién, despite being busy at the
headquarters of the Bolivian Ministry of Public Works. The aforementioned serves as
a reason why he would like to improve his expertise by studying at the journalism
faculty in Prague. He thinks that is capable, since after a year in the CSSR he has
learned to speak the Czech language fairly well. | promised Mr. Calivmontes that |
would look into the status of this issue. The visit lasted 30 min. It was spoken in
Czech.

Conclusions:

1) Follow up on the issue of the approval of the consent order for cde. Reichl.
2) Notify the 6th Department of the upcoming color photographic exhibition and



children’s drawings; the 6th Department is to discuss the issue with the MFA [Ministry
of Foreign Affairs].

3) Inquire about Mr. Calvimontes’s request for external study at the journalism
faculty and inform him in the case of a positive decision.

In Prague on 3 November 1961

Written by: Dr. B. Verner
[signed]



