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. %/ DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Memorandum of Conversation

DATE: February 26, 1961

SUBJECT:
US-Israell Relations - Dimons BReactor

PARTICIPANTS: Mr. Theodore Kollek, Director Cenersl, Prime Miniaster's Office,
Iarael

G. Lewls Jones, Assistant Secretsry for NEA

COPIES TO:

Hote: Teddie Kollek has beep my friend since wfore Israel ceme imto being.
%&umtumauwmhawwmmmmxmmem
bhe twice came to Cyprus to meet with me. He 1s & bPehind-the-scenes Tigure
well known to all those dealing with Isrsel and has been the pipeline to

Ben Gurion for successive Asmericas Asbessadors to Isrsel.

On February 22 Ambsssador Harmen srranged at his residesce a smell dinner
party coasisting of the two Harmans, my wife and ayself and Kollek. This was
& social occesion but the Israelis ere not adverse to telking business at such
times. I kmew that Kollek vas bringing s message from Ben Gurion sbout the
resctor but I decided to let him take the initistive if he wanted to do so. He
~ 41d mot: we talked only sbout the general political situstion in Isreel. I
‘ told ¥llek I hoped to see him agala.
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On February 26 Kollek came sloae to my house and we wlked for over an
hour with no one else present. The following smerged:

Reactor

Kollek brought up this subject saying that he had noted my reticence on
the previous occesion. I said that nevly independent states are highly sensitive
regarding matters touching their sovereignty snd I was waithg for him to spesk
first.
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Teddie said he wes . T>scnt vhen Herman's tslegras reporting his telk vith
the Secretaxy on Februsry 13 haed been received by Ben Qurica. BG's firat
reaction had Leen to wonder why, when the Secretsry rulsed the gueation of
imxigration into Isrsel, Rerwss had not said thet Lf the USER would let the
Jews go Isrsel would take them all is and “damu the comseguences’.

plt

As regards the visit to the DMmons reactor XKollek said he saw no reason
why this should mot take plece “during the sonth of Merch” whether or not
nev elections are to de beld in Isrsel. In Merch Bea Gurion would still head
the ceretoker government.

I replied that from the point of view of US-Isreeli releations the visit
could mot take plece too soon. I seid thet I would be interested in his idesas
8 to the level of the visit. I felt certein that Isrsel would waat to resssurse
the world st lerge regarding Dimons perhaps loviting some of those atiending
the Cencva IABA meeting to come and see Muona. Howvever, such a publicized
visit might take & little time to arrenge end conceivably would have political
implications for the G0I. I thought that initially the meed was for the UB
expert (not necemssrily s “nume brand”) to visit Disops juletly at an esrly
date.

Kollek seid he sgreed and ndded that Isrsel hed in mind in coming wonths
%o give a life photographer the ruun of Disons so thetl some plotures would sppesr
in Lite magazine. He recognized, however, the ilsportance of am unpublicized
visit by & US expert sad reiterated he was certainm this could be arranged
*during Merch”. (I hed the ispression that Kollek's view of the importance
of the Dimona furor hss been eceentuated by his taiks with lesding American
Jevs). I told Kollek thet sp e friend I thought be sbould inow that suspicions
of Israel's intentions in the nuclear fisld were heightened by the fact that
isrsel's puclear program wes conducted by the Israell Ministry of Dafemse -
Ben Gurion being Defense Hinlater. Koilek resdily took the poiat. He sald
that ueing Defense was & greet sdministrative convenience to the GOI since
Defense had superior security snd was sudject to & high degree of coatrol.
He sald "Do you thisk it would be better 4if we turned the respmeidbility over
to the Welxmsnn Inastitute:”™. I said that from the public relations poiat of
vievw 1 was convinced thet this would de & good sove: 1t wvould desp dowvm many
suspicions. ‘The Welzmsun Institute had alresdy ssked for IAEA experts: by
giving Dimone the sume stetus as the smell resctor suspicions would be allsyed.
Kollek replied: "I think this csn be arranged”.

Hote: In spesking of the Minlstry of Defense Kollek ssid that thie sgency
of the GOI wes conducting & mumber of “development projects” including weaponms,
commmpications egnipment, explosives "and missiles”.

Conment: I believe thaet Kolliek would not heve been o sure sbout the
invitation “in Kareh” 1f he 4id nct have Bem Qurion's dackisg. I will coasulit

with B/AR, Mr. Farley, with regard tc the individusi who might accept such an
invitation.

CONFIOERTIAL

INFORMATION COPY




