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' SUBJECT: Israeli Atomic Energy Program

PARTICIPANTS: Mr. Mordechai &mﬁ, Minlater ¥lenipotentiary,
fuwbsssy of Isvael
Philip J. Favrley, 5/

coples To: - NEA - Mr. Meyer |
pmembassy TEL AVIV - My. Barnes

}_— In the course of working out ervangements for the vieit to _‘
" Israel by two ARC sclentists, My, aaxit invited we to luoch with
. him whioh I did roday.

- He pressed wme vepestedly om what the inited Scates expected to
achieve by the visit. Certainly we did not plan to issue an sonounce~
ment that we had visited Dimons and foumd it purel If not, what did
we know other than thet as yet there was nothing other than peaceful
activities undex wy‘% 1 gaid that I did not believe we would want
to make &n sfnnouncement. However, we have been somewhet gusrded in
our statements both in whlm and in private regarding the exclusively
peaceful nature of the Dimona project snd have cavefully stated that
our attitude was mmamrily based on sssursnces, Ve would after the
visit presumably be able to speak with more comfidence and (unobtru-
sively) without any protective gualifications. Furthersoxe, 1 thought
wve would certainly continue to urge the Isxselil Govermment to treat
the Dimona project on an open basis snd have scientiste fxom @t’:har
countries visit the reactor and have this known.

Gazit also asked wepeatedly why che United $mr_as had been so
concermed and bhad made such an isaue of the project. ﬁumly wé
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could undexstand that the secrecy wes in the main a protection

for supplievs against the Arab boyeott. Even if the resctor

would produde sowe plutonium, it would be wany years before

it: wms: eritical, the plutonivm was separated and the first

bombs could be made. I said thet the thisg which WAL Com-
camaé s, other then the fact that the project had come 25 a
surprige to us, was the impact im the ares af &n apparent
Israell commitment to work towerd muclear weapoms. If the
Arsbs believed that this was Israel's goal, tm mg-mt on
their planning would be great immediately even Lif Israel's
schievement of the goal was some years off, While the assurances
glven by Ben-Ourion and to some estent backed up by the United
Btates had done &8 good desl to take the pressure off the Arabs
to achieve a balapeing avomic capabllity, there would be &
lingering doubt becsuse of the secrecy of the pruject; indeed

 we saw constamt evidences of increased determination by the
UAR vo comstruct & larger reactor than they had wwi,m iy
done more than talk a%mxst.t

Gazic also dirvected the conversation repeatedly to the
grim seourity situation in which Israel found itself surrounded
by fanstically hostile Arab neighbors. Is this sitvation Israel
naturally looked to whatever means it could {isd for protecting ,
itself. 1 sald that in the United States many of us understand |
the situvation of Isveel and sany of us could understand bow if |
we were in lsvsel's situstion we would decide that we should
develop nuclesr weapons in order to capitalize on our technological
superiority. ﬁww&x:, vnderstending that and looking at the situa-
tion of Ysrael f£rom our own position outside, we fala ispellied to
say that this would be 2 terrible mistake for Isreel as well as
for world stability. I could not ses m Israel zould lomg expect
te have nuclear weapons without ite enemies also getiing them is
some way, Once there were nucleax mmss on both sides, 1
thought Iszael would be in 2 desperste state. Its tervitory was
simply too small for it to survive evem & small nuclear exchange,

1 thought from my limited Enowledge of the sicuation that famatic
&rabs md.ght well if it were in their power initiate such an ex~
which would lead to destruction of perheps 25% of the Arab
%’E'vix'maliy all of Istael.
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Gazit sald that, even 1f the atomic bomb iz not the ansver,
Xaxael needs to maintain fts deterrent. Right now the UAR is
getting MIG's which are superior to sny plane the Israelis will
have for & year ov 30 when improved French fighters will become
available. IE the Isrvaeli detexrent is to be effective, they
need something like the HAWK misasile. He could not understand
why the United States would refuse such a defensive weapon to
Isxael, 1 said thet I was pot fadilisr with this particulex
guestion but that 1 personally would be reluctant to see the
Uniced States taxe the initiscive im providing missiles even
of limiced capability and thus starting off a new chain of
competition in the acquisition of miselles of various ranges
and types. :
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