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by G, naei,

We spent three days in Munich (3rd = 5th July) visiting the

administrative and editorial offices of Radio Prec Furope and the

AL~
medium wave transmitier at Holzkirchen. <3n.\C %*? éﬂ %
The Netional Committeec — General T E

Radio Free Burcpe is a dorivative of the Fational Commitlec for y//
a Free Fvrope whose headgquarters are in the United States. The ¢,IUV'

Cheirman of the National Committec's Board is Jéseph C. Grew, &

fermer Ambassador to Tokyo, the Precsident is C.D. Jackson., an official Co \ q‘&/
tL

of the American Psychological Warfars Depertment in the last war, and

,-."'::'».‘:M‘Z,.E_‘LR' ARV AR 3 550

anong the distingnishcd Board of twelve governing Dircotors is ‘
Lucius D. Clay. "Members" include Francis Biddlc; Cceil B, DelMille,
Gencral Biscnl ower and Henry Luce. The Committec has two Yprogranmmes
of'action“, ccneerned with hélping, using and activating refugecs
from the East Buropean satcllite sintes. One progroame deals with
asylum and co-opcration, mainly in the United Siuztes; the other |
gr.¢.eavours to link then with.their honelands, using Radio Froce Eﬁr0po
ag the mrdin instrunment. Pinance is cecllected on a volunbory basis
from individusl Americans and private firms.

Radio Free Europe begnn operations on 4th July (4merican
Indepondconee Day) 1950 from a shori wavé transmitter no~r Hennhoein.
By the end of 1950 transnissior fime cpounted o soven end ~ helf
hours daily in Bulgarian, Hungarian, Polish, Rumanian and Czoch.
All these programnes originated in fthe United Stntes.

Tao Operation in Europe

Radié freg Europe became aun inportant broadcasting forco on
! ) .
lst May of this year when .. wrful mediwm wove transmiticr cnme on the
air Tiftcon miles outside Munich for elcven and & half hours doily.
The waveleongbh-had proviecusly been shored by Lisbon ~nd Graz-
Klagonfurt, but although formal protests weré registored by these
tenants, their acquicscerce had been secured by various mcaﬁs,

inzluding the use at Munich of A “direetiennl antenna®.  From the

Czoch point .f view, the scalc and proxinidy of the operntisn cmounted
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to competition on ronghly ecqual tefms with the Home Services of

Traguc and Bratislava.,: Tho Nétional Committeets latest printed
publicity suggests that this is only the first stage of a "freedon
newwork" which "will include individual transmitters for each of
the Iron Curtrin countries."  When wo inspected the transmitter
sitc fifteen miles outside Munich we wore impressed by the modernity
of tho 135 kilowatt trancmiticer bullt by a Swiss firm under the
genernsl supervision of an American engineew. The va}ves wers alr-
cooled and the directional bean was secured hy the Amcrican syétem
of four radiating masts opcrata:d in ~ phase 3ysten. The modulations
arc delivercd by Post Offics landline fromlMunich with an altcrna%ive
VAF radio link. : S

We had n. means of directly judging the strongth of the signal
in Cscchoslovakia. Only the first twcnty-féur hours on lst Mey
hed been {.ce of jamming, and we were told that this was seviously
danaging in Praguc, but that rccepiion was generally good, ospccinlly
in Moravia wherc tlie hotels were over-booked by Czechs who wantcd to
hear the proginmnes in thc best conditions. (In more gencral terms
o reoliable inforsant who left Praguc at the cnd of Junc has confirmed
316 aiwtencs of & very bis audience outside Prﬂgue.) One csitinmnte
given 0 us by a nimber of Radio FPrce Burope was that the audicnce
was larger thon that of the Czcech Home Sorvice. When woe listencd
orn & sc¢t in Munich the signal wns strong and only intcrfered with by
a high-pitched whistle astributed tc Kiugenfurt.
gigéccs in Munich

The cditorial staff is at present scattered in varicus offices
in Munich, but iz this meath moving into a single building, large
cnougzh to accommodatce 800, in the rork in Munich known as the
inglische Garten. The present acccumodation is cramped in the
cxtreme. There arc t wo studio suit = in the Sicbortstrassc, where
211 output is rccorded or broaderst live. A room in a separate

building is uscd for supplenentary rchearsal, but there arc no



Wilson-Center Digital Archive Original Scan 1

-3 -
rccording facilitics there, and bookings did not appecar to be popular.
vide by side with the studios in the Siebertstrasse were two news
rooms with & Reuter tcleprinter, a tape library, a reéorded nrusic
livrary, offices for the programme stnff and the joint heads of

Czcch output, & control room installed in & kitchen, &nd numernus
pagsages which weorce partially occupied by oditorial workors.,

The new building scened to us very impressive. It has boen
built in five months, and is amplc and attractive without being
rretentious. We were told by the head of the MunichAopcratiOn
that it would have cost four timoes as nmuch if it had bLeon tuilt by

Lncrican labour. Thore are & dozen studios, one of them intcended

L4
o

for a full symphony orchesf}é: "Originally for a staff of four
hundred, the building has been oxtendcd while under comstruction to
house double the number. The control room is situated prominently
ahove the main catrance.

Intelligence had its own offices clscwhere in Munich, and hcre
there secmed to be mnre adequate space both for working and for the
present nceds of the filing syston. Honitoring, which is regarded
s an extremely important sub—-division of thc Information Department,
is Deing Aarranged from a disused air-strip about cight miles outside
flunich. The objeet will in large part be to rccord progranmes for
subscquent playing back with dostructive comment in the output of
Radio Frec Europe. It appears that the planncrs are rcluctant to
give nonitors the respoansibility whicr they have at Cavorshanm, and.

e telephonc system is being installcd to & contral point which will
both pick nsut the signal of the station to be monitored and reccord !
it when cdvisablo.

Stress in published statements is put on the feet that Radio

Frec Eurepe is & "woapon'. It is contrasted with officiel
brondcasting stations linked with pgovernments. "Over RFE, pcoplc

speak to peeple, RFE is private and informnal, Unhanpered by
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diplomatic considorations it hits hard, Through information,
exposure and ridicule, RFE sows disintegration and confusion among
the enemy." |

In informal conversation too, a good deal of importance was put
on this concept "poople (i.e. iqdividuals) speak to people" which
is fe¢lt by their scnior staff to do more than offset the advantages
of goverument intelligence and a policy responsive to national
opinion ~nd intcresis. Isolation from the State Department is said
to be no less absolute than was declared in the American rcply to
the Jzech Government's protest of last June. The KFE Inteliigence
bepartment, for instance, complaincd that it was impossible to get
any information with rcgard to jamming from U.S. Embwésy sources in
Prague. We cound it difficult +o believe that there is no liaison
with the State Department at a high level, but in Munich fhcrc wasg
no cvidence of it other than the oxistcnce of a "Policy Advisor”,
Mr. William E. Griffith, whosc function apﬁoarod to be to cnsuro at
loast negntively that therc was ne major clash wifh Amorican
intercots.

The policy of "individuals gpecaking to individuals" appearcd to
rcsult in a large casure of frecdom for the progremme staff to
witaclk Communism by any mcans they folt suitable, and analysis of a
day's programmec output indicates that the means are not closoly
co-ordinated between separate parts of the output, which arc apt to
contradict onc another in their implications. Thereo word certain
restraining principles. We were told that no attempt is mede %o
pronote the defection of members of the armed forces, nor is any
hope hcld out of carly rclecasc from Communist tyrannys but we cane v */////
across instances of programmes which ignored thesc fcstraints, and
there worce indications that the style of delivery and presentation
takes no account of them., A scnior officinl told us how an cntire
village after listcning %o Radio Free Buropc had gone to the local

Communist official and askcd when he was going to surrendery the



Wilson Center Digital Archive Original Scan

v

As there werc rarcly sufficicnt mcssages of this kind %0 océupy

_5_
population had latcr becen deported. The Europcan Dircctor of RFE,

¥r. Condon, who was prescnt when this was said, quericd whether the

‘incident had . in fact been directly traceablc to Radio Frce Zurope,

bui the official who had first mcentioned it insisted enthusiastically
that there was no doubt. A script rccorded by 2 Hungarien officer
for use in the event of war was broadeast a% the ond of Juno, when
ite opening sentoencc, "The grave ovents of the past wecek", was made
te refer to the trial of Archbishop Groessz.

We. wore at first bewildercd by the enthusiasm of the staff for
iuncidenis of tho above kind until 1% became clear that success in
broadcasting had acquired a special meaning for them. Accuracy and
the importance of kseping faith with the listcener hed given way to
thn lesirabil’ty of making thogroatest short-torm impact. Boeause
finance was dependent on individual American subscription, the
inpact madn in the American press by a given programne was no less
inportant than the inpact in thp targot arca, Great ingcnuity is
shown in working aus prégrammes which will be¢ startling to both.
Collaborators with the Communists arc denounced by name ~nd & daily
fiftcen minutc .programme of oporational nessages is brondcast to

individuals, familics and organisations from rcfugces and others.

fiftcen minutes daily in a singlc language scrvice of the BBC in
woartine, 1t is not surprising that Radin Free Europe is hard put

to it in filling their spacc. The balance is made up by inaginary
nessages addressed to imaginary individuals. Similarly wc wore not
satisficd +hnt 81l thosc donovuncced for collaboration were condeuned
on sufficicnt cvidcncce. But considerntions of this kind arc
largely ousted by the importance of the impressinon madc on tho
majority. The Pregram Dircctor of the Europcan Divisicn cxpresscd
his concern that in spite of'thcsc and otker devices they might

8till be failing to got down sufficiently to the lovel of thce nmass.
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Nows and Prograrncs

We did.not give closc attention to Radio Froe Europe's neows
scrvice, It was cescribed to us as being primarily "bait" and
gons out ton times a day sinply in the form of ~ lie:lin. swmitry ot
the hounm cxcept for onc summary broadnast 2t 24.40 at dictation
specd immediately beforo the sign~off a2t 01.00, This tcchniquec of
hourly headlinzs mry have a certain dramatic appeal to the listener
who gets the impression that major cvents arc oxpected. There are
also two full bulletins of fificen minutes cachy, in which fact and
cenment ere invermingled. Routers and an ombryo Monitoring Service
ace avnilablé, but 28 yct RFE ﬁakes 1ittlc usc of special
corrc"ﬁnndonts of its own, AAs;uuincn Tuilledin 13 examined in the
attdcﬁod anaivsis of a dsy's oulput. -

Thc total programmec output of cleoven and a half hours is dividc

i wee o oo t‘nw( ‘1_? “‘vu Lé‘ ?(’LJ (/

into/+#e nain bursts, onc in thc carly nornwng,lwaé—$ha—A4#KBu—
beginning in the late afternoon and continuing into the early hours.
Somowhat less than helf consi ts of music, and ropont‘periods anount
to about a quartgr of thc tbtal. The Spoken Word content is very

various, including plays, comnentarics, analysis of the Czoch press,

sporting and oultural nows from the West, quiz programmes and seo on.

The appearance and titliﬁﬂ of thec day's Programme Sheot is Amcrican,
but a great denl of initintive is loft to tho individual Czcch
pvop1ammo agssistrunts among whon the time is farmed out. Thorc is
a0 2igid schome governing how nuch material a programmo assistants
‘riginaies himsolft comnissions from outside of takes from tho
conmon stock of ma%orial oripinating in the U.S. and the RFE
Intcllipcnce Department. Much of the finished produét never
undorgoes translation in cxtenso, but is summarised in reports.
There was very little knowledgc indeced among the Ancricans of the
languages in which they were working and we formed an impression
that they woere not awarc in deotail of the éontont of all the

programmes or even of their tonc. Cecrtain key scripts arc however
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nceeptcd textually from the United States., “"Intcrnational

Commcntary™ is the main onc of thesc. Frankly propagondist in tonc, b///

it tonds to denl with a4 single aspect of the news, On 1Cth Junc,

for instonce,"International Commentary" dealt with the provincial

Itnlian vlections then in progress. The summarisct roport continued:
"Although these cloctions are not yet completely ovoer,

the trond is clear: Italy is noving as decisively to

clear nut the Communists in local government as she noved

three years age to dcfent their bid for national power.

Probably the outstending conclusion to be drawn frem tho

clcetion returns is the striking pronf they give of the

victories that can be obtaincdi when anti-Communist

denocratic forces present A unitcd front. It is by this

sare stratcecgy of the union of forces that the free nations

will succecd in crushing utalinist oppressinn on a world-

wide scnlc."

The morc difficult tasks of propaganda to BEastern Burope arc
not shiried. Thus A~ script broadcnast on 9th July dcalt with the
theme "Therc is no Buropce wothout Czoechs and no Jzech spiritual life
without Buropc.” Thc theme was illustroted by the inter-marriage of
Czcch and West Burcepcan rnyal familics in Jhe Middle Ages, and rondings
from Czcch poctry worc incluccd.

Whatever nisgivings cervain nsrocts of Radio Free Burope's
yrogranmce rolicy might arouse, therc was uo nirvtaking the onergy and
enthusiasn nf the ciaff. The nekeshift naturc of he accommodation
and the pressurc of work both scemed to heighten the atmosphere of
creative bustlc. Thorc was pridc¢ in thc ability to achicve a great
deal with inadcquatc tools. Arong the scnior staff it was striking
liow convincecd they wore of the short lifc ahcad of them. The
najsrity sccred to bolicve that {tuc outbreak of war or the »nd of the

c¢rld war weld relicve them of their jeobs in the ncar futurc,

Tntolligence and Rescorch

It is clcor that in an opcration ~f this natarc which
intervenes cxtensively and in dctail in the internal affairs of 2
neighbouring country, o great dcnl deponds on the quality of +the
Infornation Department. Radio Prce Burope scoms to have realiscd

this belatedly, and the Informaticen Department has only hed & fow
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months in Which Y- ~ryanisc the heavy flow of material for which tho
programne staff lhas an insatizble appetito. Many aspects of the
job scenod t0 us reomarkables thoe spcod at which a skeloton
infornntion system had been improvisced, the officient brezkdown of
the filiug system under sensible headings, the wealth of large-scnlo
maps, the'ingenuity by which newspapers werc obtained in spite of
the unhelpfulness of the U.S. Embassios.

Besides boing cextracted from newspapers, monitoring and other
documecittation, inf&rma#ion is co;loctod from a notwork of whole-
time corfospondcnté placed in twelve key citics where refugees _-~
abound. Isfanbul, Paris and Western Germany arc among these sources.
The corrcspondcent whon once appointod is left largelv to his own
devieos, 7t is his duty to forward to Munich as much information
about the target arca ag he can gathor. The material is assossed
by the "Evaluztors" of the Information Department (&lthough scarcoly
any of it is susceptible to cross—checking) and is then distributcd
t& programme assistants to uso aos they pleasc. An ovaluation of
rceliability is given at the footbt by a marking system which runs
from 4 to D and from 1 to 5. It ig lcft to the progrenuc steff to
rceept nr refuse rooponsibility for broadcasting. (By A cnrious
arrangenicnt dosigned to foster the independence of the Informetion
Departnent, programme staff cannot apply to it dircetly for
rousoarch. Thc “'rrogroning! of resoarch work is docided by tho daily
necting at which progrenme staff arc represented.)

Qur disquict at this esystoir governing matcrial which might
involve loss of 1lifc or deportation was not lesscned by the gonoral
attitnde to intellimoncze problenms . A sonior official who was
intcrestcd in information from Bulgaria said that it would not Vo
possible for Radio Frcc Furope to scnd anyonce to Yugoslavia to
intoerview thelul;~rian refunees at Tish because RIT vas abi=Cev wnst,
which included Tito. He ndéed theb they would be most grateful

for any information wc eould procurc from thore or anywhore olsoc
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behind the Curtain, since their desire was unlimited.,  He
recogniscd that we werce conservative in checlkting because wo could
not afford to be wrong. "But we don't mind being wrong," he said,
"so long as it achcives somcthing. We arc wrong a lot of the time,
but that doesnit matter.” He offored to broadcast anything which
we night wish to broadcast in order %to sce what the roactioen might
be.

Q£ficials

e v

Anong officials intcrvicwed were the followings
Ricaard J. Condon, Ruropeon Dircctors

Byron T. Collins, Iogram Dirccior,
Europcen Divisiong

William E. Griffith, on tcmporary duty
in Tunich as Policy idvisor to the

suropean Dircector;

Harry T. Sperling, Dircctor of Information,
Buropean Divisiong

John Wiggin, Spcecial Assistont o
Progran Dircctors

Paul Tigrid, Chicf, Czcch Desk,
Progsram Department;

Tan Strénsky, Asgoyciatc Chlcf, Czech
Desk, Frogram Departncnt.

Both Mr. C.D. Ja2cksen, Prcoidont of the National Committcc, and
Mr, Rotert 3. Lang, Dircctor of Radio Froe DBurope, vwere in the
Unitcd Stotes at the time of aur virit.

- Conclusions

————

We concluded from our visit thet whilc wo could give Radio
Frce Burope tcechnical assistancc vhenover precticable as to an
2lly using diffcrcnt weapons in 2 war which is in part éuf waf,'
w6 should awvoid any form of ssociation in public usz scrupulously

as we have in the pos aveided 2ssociation with "black" stations.

TANGYD LEAN
GREGORY IMACDOFALD

16th July 1951 GIORGT, GRETTON
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dnalysis of 5 hours'! broadcasting
on 26th May 1951
by Radio Free Europe to Czechoslovakia

Considering all the difficulties which must have had to dbe
overcome in creating this broadcasting service;the improssion which
it gives on the whole is better than might have been expected.

One of thc main impressions, and an unexpectcd onc, made by the
play~back, was that the broadcasts wore as concerned to attack
German Nazism as they were to attack Communism.

Continuity was in many cascs completely lacking and in othors
inadequate, giving the output és a whole the effect of a scries of
disconnected items.

Roughly speaking the broadcasts were divided as followsz one
third ncws; talks and commentariesy one third scrious music and
fcaeturesy one third light entertainment.

During the BBC's peak broadcast in Czech from 2130 - 2200 BST,
Radic Fresc Europe was breadcasting telks in whet is evidently a
serios, and was announced as "Talks to the Homeland". We were
unable to hear the output from 2000 ~ 2100 BST, which would cover
the BBC's other cvening transmission from 2000 - 2015 BST. 5ut as
RFE broadenst a 5 minuto news summary on every hour, we'prosume that
the sanc happened at 2000. If this is so it would coincide with
the BBC's Slovak nows summary at the same time.

Prescntation_

The rcading was usually rather fast and thoe voices, with very
few exceptions, not very pleasant. Although the service is
Czechoslovak, the Slovak language did not maeke very frequent
appecarances., We first heerd a Slovak voice during the second hour
of the transmission.

The news bdbulletins secmed to be of two kindse +the first being
short news (nows in bdbrief) which are expanded sumnarics without (in

rost cases) sources of informationy in additicn there are longer

fn

nuizs — which arc 2 little nere oxtlicit as

nows bullatins - 195 o
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to the sources of information. The general characteristic of the .
news service appears to be that it sets out to pleasc the listener
rather than to inform hin. This may be the reason that comment is
often mixed freely with facts, and it suggests that tho staff arec
probably not only inexpericenced as broadcasters, but also as
journalists.

Talks and Comments

In the broadcasiting under cohsidcration, the talks and comrients
dealt precdominantly with Czcchoslevak home affairs, and the speakers
wero riestly exiled politiciens. One of the commentators is a
regular nember of the staff of - Frce Europoy in other cases thoe
names of the commcniators were givon. The one connent put out by
an American subject was conspicuous for its statement of foreign
policy, ~lthough t;o speakor emphasised at the beginning of his
talk that he was speaking individually and not in the namc of tho
Ancricon Governncnt. But hc added that he belioved that the |

majority of the Amcrican nation were behind him.

Feature Programncs

The fcature programme which we lheard dcalt exclusively with
Czcchoslovak affairs.

There was a so-called satirieal play, but in the opinion of
those listening, ncithor the satire ner the comody cntircly came off,

Another feature under this heading was one in which individua}s
werc denounccd by name for co-operation with the rogime, and
nessages were sent to fricnds and relatives disguiscd under assuncd
nanes or in codo. ’

Light Programncs

Theéc wore very light indocd. Por instanco, onc progrnmﬁo,
purporting to show the American way of 1ife, describod a pair of
lovers walking hand-in-hand through Ceniral Park and apparcntly
visiting .2 number of night clubs where famous bands worce playings
those visits were takon an an opportunity to introduce rccerds of

hinorican crooners and dance bands.
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Miscellancous

There'was one curious feature throughout the poeriod of
broadcasting to which we listened. This was that without previous
notice or cemment, an announcer read cxtracts from speeches by
well-known political personalities. On this particular day thoseo
quoted werc Hitler (soveral times), Molotov (twice), and Mr; Zdenek
Nejedly (Minister of Education).  These intorpolations, coming so

uncxpectedly, gave an odd and sometimes ludicrous impression.



