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SUBJECT: NORTH KOREANS DESCRIBED AS"DIPLOMATIC GANG" IN DANISH
PRESS

REF: COPENHAGEN 3493

SUMMARY: DANISH MEDIA CONTINUE TO BE DOMINATED BY STORIES
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ON THE NORTH KOREAN DIPLOMATS ILLEGAL TRAFFICKING ACTIVITIES.
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REPORTS OF ARRESTS AND EXPULSIONS IN NORWAY AND ARRESTS OF
IMPLICATED SWEDES IN SWEDEN MADE DANES MORE AWARE OF SCOPE
OF THE NORTH KOREAN ILLICIT ACTIVITY. ACCORDING TO THE
REPORTS, THE NORTH KOREANSIN NORWAY WERE ENGAGED IN
TRAFFICKING IN CIGARETTES AND LIQUOR BUT NO PROOF HAD

BEEN FOUND OF HASHISH INVOLVEMENT. SOME REPORTS CITED
BUDGETS CUTS SUFFERED BY THE NORTH KOREAN FOREIGN
MINISTRY LAST SPRING ASBEING THE IMMEDIATE CAUSE FOR

THE NORTH KOREANS CRIMINALITY, BUT OTHERS MENTIONED
POSSIBILITY OF CALCULATED GOVERNMENT POLICY TO GET

FOREIGN EXCHANGE TO FINANCE NORTH KOREAN POLICY
OBJECTIVES. OTHERWISE, PRESS STORIES WERE CONCERNED

WITH THE DETAILS OF POLICE OPERATIONS WHICH RESULTED

IN THE CHARGES AGAINST THE NORTH KOREAN DPLOMATS HERE AND
SPECULATION ON NORTH KOREAN OFFICIAL GOVERNMENT
REACTION. END SUMMARY .

1. COMMUNIST DAILY LAND AND FOLK IN AN EDITORIAL
TODAY (OCTOBER 19 CALLED THE NORTH KOREANS NAIVE AND
COMMENTED THAT IT WASNOT NECESSARY TO BLAME THE CIA
FOR THIS SCANDAL BUT THAT PERHAPS THE SOUTH KOREAN
INTELLIGENCE SERVICE MIGHT HAVE BEEN INVOLVED. THE
EDITORIAL CONCLUDED THAT NORTH KOREAN ACTIVITY HAD
NOT HURT DENMARK BUT WAS CERTAINLY A BLACK EYE FOR
NORTH KOREA'S IMAGE HERE. TODAY'S INFORMATION

(LEFTIST INTELLECTUAL) RAISED THE QUESTION OF HOW THE
MONEY WHICH WAS OBTAINED FROM THE ILLEGAL TRAFFICKING
WASUSED. IT SPECULATED THAT THE MONEY SUPPORTED
NORTH KOREAN INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIESAND MIGHT EVEN
HAVE ENDED UP IN SWISS BANKS. EDITORIAL CONCLUDED
THAT IN ANY CASE THE NORTH KOREANS WERE OBVIOUSLY
DILLETTANTES.

2. SOME ARTICLESDEALT WITH NORTH KOREA'S DEFAULT ON
ITSFOREIGN DEBTS AND MENTIONED NEGOTIATIONS CURRENTLY
UNDERWAY BETWEEN JAPAN AND THE DANISH COMPANY, DANNEBROG,
FOR THE SETTLEMENT OF DEBTS OWED BY THE NORTH KOREANS.
AKTUELT (SOCIAL DEOMCRATIC DAILY) COMMENTED THAT, WHILE THE
NORTH KOREAN "DIPLOMATIC GANG" ISMAKING LARGE SUMS OF
MONEY
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ILLEGALLY AND ENORMOUS SUMS ARE BEING PAID BY THE NORTH
KOREAN FOREIGN LANGUAGE PUBLISHING HOUSE TO PRAISE
PRESIDENT KIM IL-SONG, THE GOVERNMENT IS RENEGING ON
ITSDEBTS.

3. IN ITSREPORT ON OCTOBER 19, POLITIKEN (INDEPENDENT

LEFT-OF-CENTER) NOTED THAT THE DISCOVERY OF THE NORTH
KOREANS LAWBREAKING FED THE SUSPICION THAT SIMILAR
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CRIMES FINACED THEIR DIPLOMATIC ACTIVITIESALL OVER

THE WORLD. POLITIEKN'S EDITORIAL SPECULATED THAT THE
MONEY MADE HERE WAS USED FOR NOTH KOREA'S AMATERUISH
PROPAGANDA EFFORTS IN SCANDINAVIA ASWELL AS AN EFFORT
TOBUILD UP AN ESPIONAGE APPARATUS - WITH ANY UNNEEDED
SURPLUS FUNDS BEING TRANSMITTED TO PYONGYANG.

4. ONE PRESS REPORT FROM LUXEMBOURG, WHERE
THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY COUNCIL ISMEETING, HASIT THAT
NEW STAFF ISEXPECTED AT THE NORTH KOREAN EMBASSY IN

DENMARK SOON.
DEAN

UNCLASSIFIED
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