Digital Archive

. . - digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org
International History Declassified

W Wilson
Center

May 26, 1954

Letter by S. P. Korolev with Enclosed Report by
Tikhonravov, 'On the Possibility of the Development
of an Artificial Earth Satellite’

Citation:

"Letter by S. P. Korolev with Enclosed Report by Tikhonravov, 'On the Possibility of the
Development of an Artificial Earth Satellite'", May 26, 1954, Wilson Center Digital
Archive, Published in Keldysh, editor (1980), 343. Selected, Edited, and Annotated for

CWIHP by Asif Siddiqi. Translated for CWIHP by Gary Goldberg.
https://wilson-center.drivingcreative.com/document/165443

Summary:

Report on simple satellite proposed by Tikhonravov, addressed to Council of Ministers
Original Language:

Russian

Contents:

Transcript - Russian
Translation - English


digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org
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O BO3MOXXHOCTM pa3paboTKM NCKYCCTBEHHOrO CNyTHUKA 3eMu.

Mo BalleMy yKasaHUIO NpencTaBnsaio OKNaAHY0 3annucky ToB. TuxoHpasosa M. K.
»,O06 NCKYCCTBEHHOM CMyTHUKe 3eMnn", a Tak)xe rnepeBoaHON MaTepuan o paboTax B
aTon obnacTtu, Bepoywnxcsa B CLLUA. MNMposoaswanca B HacToslee BpeMs pa3paboTka
HOBOIrO U34enns MO3BOJISET FOBOPUTL O BO3MOXKHOCTW CO34aHMA B banxxanwmne roabl
WCKYCCTBEHHOIr o CryTHUKa 3eMu.

MyTemM HEKOTOPOro yMeHbLUEeHNS BeCa NOJIe3HOro rpy3a MoXHO byaeT [OCTUYb
HeobxoauMon N CNyTHUKa KOHeYHoW ckopocTu 8000 MeTpoOB B CEKYHAY.
N3penne-cnyTHUK MoXeT 6bITb pa3paboTaHo Ha 6a3e co3patoLlerocs cenyac HOBOro
n3genus, ynoMsHyTOro Bblille, 04HaKo Npu cepbe3Hon nepepaboTke nocnenHero.
MHe ka)xeTcs, 4TO B HacTosilwee BpeMs bbina 6bl cBoOeBpeMeHHOM U LenecoobpasHom
opraHusaums Hay4YHo-uccnefoBaTesIbCKOro oTAeNa Ans NpoBeneHns nepsbix
nonckosbix paboT No cnyTHUKY 1 6onee aeTanbHOM pa3paboTKn KoMnekca
BOMPOCOB, CBAA3aHHbLIX C 3TOW Nnpobnemon.

MpoLuy Ballero peLieHus



Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English

"On the Possibility of the Development of an Artificial Earth Satellite"[1]

At your instruction | am submitting a memorandum of Cde. M. K. Tikhonravov
"[Memorandum] On an Artificial Earth Satellite," and also translated material about
work in this field being done in the USA. At this time the development of a new article
allows us to speak of the possibility of creating an artificial Earth satellite in the next
few years.

The terminal velocity of 8000 m/sec which the satellite needs might be reached by
some reduction of the weight of the payload. The article - a satellite - might be
developed based on the new article [rocket] mentioned above being created right
now, however [only] with a serious redesign of the latter.

It seems to me that at the present time the organization of a scientific-research
department to conduct the first exploratory work on a satellite and the more detailed
elaboration of a set of questions connected with this problem would be timely and
advisable.

| request your decision.

FIRST PUBLISHED IN: M. V. Keldysh, ed., Tvorcheskoe nasledie akademika Sergeia
Pavlovicha Koroleva: izbrannye trudy i dokumenty (Moscow: Nauka, 1980), 343.

[1] This was the cover letter attached to Tikhonravov's report (see Document No. 1)
sent to D. F. Ustinov, the Minister of the Defense Industry, on 26 May 1954.
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